
 

Advent Services
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

November 30th, December 7th, and 14th 
 

Zechariah – A  Call to Prepare When Zechariah went to work 
that day, he did not expect to encounter an angel. He had 
been a priest for decades and served faithfully in his priestly 
responsibilities for as long as he could remember. However, 
God regularly works through ordinary people doing what they 

normally do in their life. Although Zechariah was in the midst of a once in a lifetime opportunity to offer 
incense inside the Temple, angelic encounters are not as unique as we might expect. From the first chapters of 
Genesis in the Garden of Eden to the final descriptions in Revelation and all throughout the pages of the Bible, 
there are hundreds of references where the activities of angels are recorded. 
 

Mary – A Call to Provide While God did not see fit to send a singing telegram to deliver the message of the coming 
Messiah, Mary certainly would have described the angel’s arrival as anything but ordinary or mundane. Luke’s 
gospel records the unexpected message that was delivered by Gabriel, the angel, and received by Mary, the young 
maiden, from Nazareth. It was the opposite of bad news. In fact, it would become the start of good news, the 
gospel that would lead to salvation for all who would receive it into their lives as a personal message. 
 

Joseph – A Call to Protect Long ago the Lord did what He continues to do today. As Isaiah the prophet once 
wrote: “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me.” Isaiah 
65:1. That verse certainly summarizes the Call of Christmas for Joseph. It would be a Call to Protect not only 
Mary whom he would take as his wife but also the Christ-child that would be born of his virgin bride by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
Saturday, December 24th at 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM

 

The Shepherds – A Call to Praise Nothing this side of heaven could take the place of the shock and holy awe 
the shepherds experienced on the night that heaven came down and kissed the earth. The Magic Kingdom has 
nothing on the Kingdom of God when it comes to a heavenly host lighting up the night sky and blasting a 
chorus of praise that proclaimed the Call of Christmas. It was a call to praise!  “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” Those were the words the angels proclaimed on the 
night when their eternal King who was and is and is to come, took on flesh and was born in a manger. 
 

Anthem: The Call Interrupts We would do well to contemplate how God is calling each of us this Christmas: 
Maybe He is calling you to get prepared. Maybe He is calling you to provide. Maybe He is calling you to 
protect. Maybe God is calling you to praise Him! Yes, calling is about interruption. Calling is about changing 
our lives. But calling is always accompanied by joy and tears and passion and a sense of living life with 
purpose. What is your purpose this holiday? Better yet...what is your call this Christmas? 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
Sunday, December 25th at 10:00 AM 

With Holy Communion 
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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 




 

“It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door. You step onto the road, and if you 
don't keep your feet, there's no knowing where you might be swept off to.” - Frodo 
Baggins about Bilbo, The Fellowship of the Ring 
 

Recently I was at a breakfast where speakers lectured on the topic of prayer with 
surprisingly divergent viewpoints. I am fairly certain that the organizers did not plan on 
the diversity. It was not that kind of an event. The intended audience probably did not 
even notice that there were differences among the presentations.  
 

The first speaker proclaimed, “We don’t know why God doesn’t answer all our prayers.” After this opening salvo 
my attention wandered and therefore I can only make inferences about his point. My reaction was, “Of course God 
answers prayer.”  
 

The next event speaker described prayer as a force that is directed at God for our gain. He spoke about the power 
of prayer. Think Newtonian physics, as in the force described by Newton’s laws of motion. Or the energy that Yoda 
used to lift Luke’s X-Wing out of the swamp on Dagobah. Power is needed to get a desirable answer.  
 

I once was approached after a children’s message that gave assurances that God does listens and has promised 
to answer our prayers. My chastiser was upset that I was giving children false hope. He had an explanation to 
unanswered prayers. To him, answers are dependent upon the praying person’s standing with God.  
 

Thinking that God neither wants nor cares for our prayers because we are sinners is not scriptural. We teach 
that God hears and answer prayers made by believers in Christ. He hears our prayers, not based on our merit 
or our standing, but because of Christ alone. God answers our prayers in His own way and at His own time. A 
“no” answer may feel like a prayer gone unanswered but, “no” is still an answer. God is not a vending 
machine. Let His will be done, not mine. 
 

Prayer in and of itself has no power. Only God has the power to grant prayers. He loves and invites us to speak 
to Him confidently and without fear. We have a relationship with Him for He is personal and approachable. 
Any meaningful relationship requires heartfelt communication which in our case, between us and God, is done 
through prayer and the reading of Scripture. 
 

Grace & Peace, 
- Cur†is 
 

       

High School Youth Group                      

Elementary Youth Group Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM 

1st & 3rd Sundays  12 – 1:30 PM                                                                             



Sunday, December 11th
   

9:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Support the Youth Group by purchasing cookies at the Cookie Walk!  OR 
if you would like to donate goodies they can be dropped off at the 
church the week prior or on Sunday morning before 9:00 AM. Money 
raised will help the youth their activities. 



The Youth Group is sponsoring Advent Meals before each Advent Service 
from 5:30 – 6:30 PM. Please join us for food and fellowship as we prepare 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ! There are sign-up sheets in the 
Narthex if you would like to help provide items for the meals. We are 
asking that food donations be dropped off in the kitchen NO LATER THAN 
THE MONDAY before the meal.  Most meals are prepared on Tuesday, due 
to schedules, etc.  Thank you!!!                                                                                                                                 



 

It is time to sign up for poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary and altar for 
Christmas!  The cost for each Poinsettia is $7.00.  A sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex near the flower chart.  Place your payment in the offering plate 
before December 11th, if possible.  All poinsettias can be picked up after the 
Christmas Day service.  If you have any questions, please call or email Jean 
Grieve at (850) 240-4300 or jean.grieve@yahoo.com.   

 
The 2017 Altar Flower Chart is on the bulletin board by the water fountain 
in the narthex.  Please sign up for the Sundays you would like for 2017.  
 




The Good Shepherd Christmas Party will be held on 

December 4th at 5:30 PM in the Brown Fellowship Hall.  Each 

family is asked to bring a dish to share; either salad or 

vegetable and a dessert. Turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, 

rolls, and drinks will be provided. 
  

 

 

 

Ventriloquist Judy Marbry will be presenting a 

program for people of all ages at this year’s 

Christmas Party. Judy and her “friends” will 

entertain the congregation with her unique talents. 






The Fellowship ladies will serve refreshments after each Advent Service. 
If you would like to provide “goodies” for any of the services, please sign-
up on the sheet provided in the Narthex.  Please indicate which service 
you plan to bring your goodies to.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 















HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Neil Orness   12/1    Bobbie Ehlert   12/20 
Bea Daily   12/4   Emma Gerken   12/20 
Judy Koepsell   12/4   Charlie Schwartz  12/21  
Cheryl Neumann  12/5   Hayden Michael-Fontenot 12/23 
Dave Lienemann  12/8   Brian Dailey Jr.   12/24 
David Chandler   12/9   Debbie Mason   12/26  
Allen Parker   12/9   Tenley Olman   12/26 
Randy Lawson   12/12   Jane Wilhelm   12/26 
Maecy Hoppel   12/16   Kelly Binkley   12/27 
Jacob Pytlik   12/16   Sandy Boole   12/29 
Larry Hill   12/18    Isaiah McElroy   12/31 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

Jim & Beatrice A. Daily 12/3 
Jim & Sandee Baughman Sr. 12/18 
Bob & Nancy Johnson  12/27 
     
 
 
 






To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, do not file 
your 2016 income tax return until you have received a written 
acknowledgment of your contributions from the church.  Otherwise, 
some of them may not be tax deductible. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL 2016 CONTRIBUTIONS ARE 
IN THE CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 31, 2016! 

 

 
 

ATTENTION LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIBERS: It is time to renew your 
subscription to the Lutheran Witness. If you would like to RECEIVE the Lutheran 
Witness, or if you would like to CANCEL your current subscription, please notify 
Dianna Riggenbach (651-1022) or email (membership@gslcshalimar.org) in the 
church office no later than Thursday, December 22nd. Otherwise, your subscription 
will be automatically renewed.  The cost is $13.00.  Please reference your check 
as Lutheran Witness and place it in the offering plate. 
 

  
 

The Lutheran Hour Ministry Advent Devotion books are available for 
you on the counter under the Information TV in the Narthex. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs185/1113476940375/img/351.jpg?a%3D1117604913961&imgrefurl=http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Trinity-Tidbits-for-June-13--2014.html?soid%3D1113476940375%26aid%3DAcMBeC9H7B8&h=531&w=800&tbnid=Ps4YNlyuMkFJFM:&docid=YI4aDd6ZIraHrM&ei=buNMVvDnKMjKjwP1gLSQAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFgQMygxMDFqFQoTCPDW3crrmskCFUjlYwoddQANMg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitzce_nq7QAhXIwiYKHWzuBQYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.lhm.org/advent/promokit.asp&psig=AFQjCNEf_bel95vTwqemAF-Un2UbYC4uaA&ust=1479418754608286


 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 
December 6th—“Overcoming Worry: Practical Help, Simple Solutions,” features a filmed interview with Cheryl 
Eresman, a clinical counselor.      
 
December 13th—“In the Beginning… An Atheist Professor Considers Intelligent Design,” features a filmed 
interview with Dr. Bradley Monton, a former philosophy of physics professor and self-professed atheist. 
 
December 20th—“Crafting a Truly Fulfilling Life: Making the Most of Whatever Comes Your Way,” features a 
filmed interview with Dennis Drake. Drake is the founder of the International Deaf Education Association, a 
Philippines-based program dedicated to providing education and training to the island’s deaf population.  
 
December 27th—“The Aliens Are Coming: What If It’s True?”— features filmed interviews with UFO researcher 
Stanton Friedman and Mutual UFO Network director Clifford Clift.  
 

Now Showing – December 2016 
 














































 

 

Christmas cards are available for purchase from the Card Cart. The 
Christmas card prices are marked on the back of the box.  
 

                                                                                   Thank you, Dottie Steele 
 


 

SING GLORIA! 

Featuring 

Northwest Florida State College 
Schola Cantorum 

2016 Concert 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Niceville – Monday, December 5 – 7:00 PM 
First Presbyterian Church, Laurel Hill – Monday, December 12 – 7:00 PM 

St. Simons on the Sound, Ft. Walton Beach – Wednesday, December 14 – 7:00 PM 
 



 

 
Please join me on Tuesday mornings 

 at 10:00 AM in the Library. 
 Bring your Bible. 

 
Pastor Ray 

 









November Activities 
          
 
 
Handbells 

Lois Henry, 
Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Elementary and 
High School 

Youth Groups 
Baking cookies 

for the 
 Cookie Walk! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                  Elementary Youth Group Prayer Circle 
 
 


