
 

Thanksgiving Proclamation 
 

Issued by President George Washington, at the request of Congress, on October 3, 1789 
 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor; and—Whereas both Houses of 
Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me “to recommend to the people of the United States a 
day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and 
signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of 
government for their safety and happiness.” 
 

“Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to be devoted by the 
people of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the 
good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and 
humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this country previous to their becoming a 
nation; for the signal and manifold mercies and the favor, able interpositions of His providence in the course 
and conclusion of the late war; for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty which we have since 
enjoyed; for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of 
government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national one now lately instituted; for the civil 
and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful 
knowledge; and, in general, for all the great and various favors which He has been pleased to confer upon us. 
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and 
Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to pardon our national and other transgressions; to enable us all, whether 
in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually; to render our 
National Government a blessing to all the people by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and 
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and 
nations (especially such as have shown kindness to us), and to bless them with good governments, peace, and 
concord; to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science 
among them and us; and, generally, to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He 
alone knows to be best.” 
 

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789. 
 

Geo. Washington 
 

“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.” Colossians 3:16-17 
 

The Thanksgiving Day Worship Service at Good Shepherd will be Thursday, November 24th at 10:00 AM. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Ray 
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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 




 

"We are people created to worship in some way. If we don't worship God, we'll worship 
the human gods created by people." - Marvin Olasky 
 
Hollywood has had a renewed interested in telling stories based on biblical accounts. 
Unfortunately, these new movies have a common theme; the patriarchs involved 
invented god. This fits the narrative that monotheism evolved from polytheism, 
something I was taught back in high school in a world religion class. 
 
Archeological evidence says that there were older cultures found in Mesopotamia and Egypt that subscribed 
to polytheism. This is the expert’s proof that none of the peoples in those times worshiped only one god. That 
is, not until Abraham “invented” monotheism and established his “cult.”  
 
King Melchizedek of Salem is a footnote in the larger story of the promises made by God to Abraham and how 
those promises are ultimately fulfilled in Christ Jesus. Abraham’s story is our story of redemption. Melchizedek 
is contextual evidence that Abraham was not the only believer in the one True God. Abraham and his family 
were God’s choose people, singled out from a larger group that worshiped Him, not because they were the 
only ones who worshiped Him. 
 
What my world religion class did not acknowledge, is that the effects of original sin upon humanity explains 
the pantheon of gods and the proliferation of various false religions far better than evolution. Our sinful desire 
is to define for ourselves good and evil. The world’s cultures ability to invent religions to justify themselves is a 
much simpler explanation than is evolution. Monotheism came first and then it mutated into polytheism as 
the manifestations of original sin.  
 
Melchizedek was described as a priest of the God Most High when Abraham meets him. Generations later, the 
descendants of Abraham’s great grandson, Levi, were designated as the priests. The role of a priest is to act as 
mediator between the people and God. Moses was a Levite.  Moses petitioned God on behave of the people. 
But now we have one mediator for us with God and that is Christ Jesus (1Tim 2:5). Since Jesus was a descent 
of King David, who was a descendent of Levi’s brother Judah, Jesus could not be a priest under the Levitical 
system but He is our high priest after the order of Melchizedek (Psalms 110:4, Hebrews 5:10, 6:20, 7:11, 17) 
Melchizedek was a non-Israeli worshiper of God.  
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Our culture does not understand this and does its best 
to explain it away. 
 
Grace & Peace, 

- Cur†is 

 

       

High School Youth Group                      

Elementary Youth Group Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM 

1st & 3rd Sundays  12 – 1:00 PM                                                                             











Thursday, October 13th the American Heritage Girls collected donations of schools 
supplies and books for Buchanan Elementary School in Baton Rouge, LA.  School had 
started when the flooding occurred in August and many of the school supplies the 
children had already brought to school were ruined.  The girls made cards for the kids 
and bookmarks for the books.   

   
 

AHG girls on Red Shirt Day 
 
 
 
  



 

GOOD SHEPHERD LIFE TEAM  
2016 NORTHWEST FLORIDA FAIR BOOTH DISPLAY 





















2016 was our second year to have a booth at the Northwest Florida Fair.  All praise to our Lord the booth was 
an amazing success. Our volunteers had many people stop at the booth and we gave away 100 replica models 
11 week-old babies.  “For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10  
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LWML News—October was a busy month for LWML activities      
 Yard/ Rummage Sale-- Many thanks to all of you that helped with donations of items 
and furniture, donations of time to help move tables, sort and price items, being 
available during the sale, those who made purchases, and the clean up after the 
rummage sale. I am happy to report that we made $3,772.31  

 
In October, we started a new bible study titled, “What does God’s Word say about 
homosexuality?” The study is found in the Summer 2016 Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.  
Plan to join us on November 15 for next session led by Flo Hofman. Dottie Steele has 
updated the LWML Card Cart and will be putting out the Christmas Cards this month.  
New this year are 6 ½ x 6-inch car magnets “Keep Christ in Christmas” that sell for $5. 
Stop by the cart to view and purchase one. 
 

 
Forty-one ladies (2 from Good Shepherd) attended the LWML Emerald 
Coast Zone Rally held at Grace, Destin on October 1st.  Jen Wendt, 
presided over the event of our zone, Lydia Landes, the new music 
Director at Grace, led the music.   Special Guest were Polly Gregali, 
Ministry Resource Manager for the Lutheran Hour Ministries, Norma 
Palmer, Gulf States, Special Focus Ministries Chairman; Judy Lessmann, 
Gulf States District President, shown in photo with Jen Wendt.  
 
 

On October 2nd we celebrated LWML Sunday here at Good Shepherd to keep people informed what the 
Lutheran Woman’s Missionay League is all about. 
 

Who We Are: 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. For almost 75 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s 
relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission 
ministries and to support global missions. 
 
October 14th Carol Burkhard and Bea Daily, along with Joe and Jennie 
Asher journeyed 5 hours north in Alabama to Camp ASCCA for an 
LWML District Retreat.  The titled was “Beautiful Feet” by Deb Burma.  
The Asher’s gave a presentation on their work in Eurasia at 9 a.m. Sat. 
morning.  Bea did a presentation at 1 p.m.  We returned at 7 P.M. on 
October 15.  The Asher’s are the recipients of one of our Gulf States 
Mission Grants ($5,000) selected at convention last April. This project 
was submitted by our local LWML society. 
 
Gulf States District LWML continues to collect ink cartages, laser 
cartridges, cell phones, digital cameras, readers GPS systems, Scientific 
Calculators, laptops to be recycled to raise funds to host the LWML (national) convention in 2019 in Mobile.  A 
box has been placed in the fellowship overflow area marked for this ingathering. 
                                                                                                                               Bea Daily 

 







HAPPY BIRTHDAY      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Malachi Hofman  11/2      Timothy & Susi Evers  11/4 
Sarah Lienemann  11/6      Allan & Judy Koepsell  11/6 
Diane Suhre   11/6     Curtis & Joela Parker  11/15 
Don Chandler   11/11      Larry & Margaret Snider  11/17 
Charles Wright   11/12      Larry & Ruth Hill  11/22 
Audrey Anderson  11/13      Lance & Flo Hofman  11/25 
Cari Lee    11/13      Linda & Philip Babiak  11/26 
Vivian Moser   11/17      David & Julie Jenzen  11/28 
Kathy Holbrook   11/18      Craig & Marion Russell  11/29 
Linda Smith   11/20 
Sandee Baughman  11/21 
Sarah Hoppel   11/21 
Craig Russell   11/23 
Samantha Shaw   11/27 
Neal Riemer   11/28 
Bob Farmer   11/29 
 








THE NOVEMBER VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY will convene immediately following the 
Late Service on Sunday, November 20th. The proposed 2017 budget will be the 
main topic of discussion.  A copy of the 2017 Proposed Budget is available on 
the table in the entryway of the Sanctuary. 
 


     

It's that time of year again where we start to think about those families that are 
less fortunate than we are.  We are truly blessed! We are collecting canned 
goods and non-perishable food items for our Thanksgiving Dinner Drive. We are 
collecting items such as: canned vegetables, mashed potatoes, gravy (packets, 
jar, canned), stuffing, etc. – your Thanksgiving favorites!  If you don’t care to 
shop but would rather make a monetary contribution, a member of the Human 
Care Board will gladly do the shopping for you, since we will need to buy the 
perishable items, including turkeys.  The deadline for donations will be 
Wednesday, November 16th.  You can drop off your donations in the Narthex 
where we will have a table set up.  Our “sorting and shopping party” will be on 
Sunday, November 20th (following the Voters’ Assembly), and we will be making  
deliveries to the families on November 21 - 22. If you would like to help, please   

                                               contact Jean Grieve at jean.grieve@yahoo.com or (850) 240-4300. 



The Youth Group is sponsoring Advent Meals before each Advent Service from 
5:30 – 6:30 PM. Please join us for food and fellowship as we prepare for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ! There are sign-up sheets in the Narthex if you 
would like to help provide items for the meals. We are asking that food donations 
be dropped off in the kitchen NO LATER THAN THE MONDAY before the meal. 
Most meals are prepared on Tuesday, due to schedules, etc.  Thank you!!!   
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Advent Services                                           

                                  Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 
                              November 30th, December 7th, 
                                      and December 14th  

 
 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends – 
Set your clocks BACK one hour!          
 

 
           
 

 

The Fellowship ladies will serve refreshments after each Advent Service. If you would 
like to provide “goodies” for any of the services, please sign-up on the sheet provided in 
the Narthex.  Please indicate which service you plan to bring your goodies to.  Your help 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
 





The Good Shepherd Christmas Party will be held on December 4th at 5:30 PM in 

the Brown Fellowship Hall.  Each family is asked to bring a dish to share; either 

salad or vegetable and a dessert. Turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, rolls, and 

drinks will be provided. 



  

My dear church family:  You made my birthday a perfect one. What a good way to start 
my birthday, being able to go to church, then receiving a birthday cake and a beautiful 
quilt from my church family.   This was one of my best birthdays I’ve had in 90 years!! 
Among may other things, I thank God for my health and that I can still get around.   
Praise God and Bless all of you, Norma Breidinger. 

 





Pastor Ray and all, Thank you ALL for your kindness, thoughtfulness, and support.  You all are very much 
appreciated.  Many Blessings, Laurie Bartlett 






 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 
November 6th—“Choosing Resilience, Inspiration from a Wounded Warrior,” features a screening of the inspiring 
true story of Staff Sgt. Travis Mills who lost both his arms and legs as a result of an IED explosion in Afghanistan. 
     
November 13th—“Lighten Up!, De-stress and Lift your Spirit,” offers practical suggestions for coping with and 
reducing stress while living healthier, happier lives.   
 
November 20th— “Living Online: Provocative Thoughts From the Author of ‘Is Google Making Us Stupid?’” features 
a filmed interview with Nick Carr, a 2011 Pulitzer finalist who frequently writes about technology and culture. 
 
November 27th—“Giving Up On God, The rise of Atheism,” features a filmed interview with a former Christian 
who has embraced atheism.  
 

Now Showing – November 2016 
 

















































October Activities 

          
WELCOMING THE ASHER’S 

On October 16, we welcomed Rev. Joe Asher, and his wife Deaconess Jennie Asher.  Joe served as our Vicar in 
1982-83 and was assigned to start a mission church in Destin, which he did.  Forty-Seven Good Shepherd members 
remembered Joe from back then and 21 of those attended a luncheon at Two Trees Restaurant following late 
service.  This gave them an opportunity to chat one on one about good memories of the past. 
 

Photo top row: Bob Johnson; Pastor Ray and Pastor Joe following early service; Pastor Brinkley and Pastor Joe 
remembering their good times when they served congregations in Mississippi.  2nd row: Pastor Joe & Deaconess 
Jennie shared their experience of serving in Turkey, and having to be evacuated because of the coup; Sandy and 
Don Hagel remember when.  3rd row: Gary Kruschke & Joe remember when Gary, was a young airman in the Fire 
Department at Eglin; Beryl Brenner, remembers when we made Evangelism calls, and had a surprise birthday for 
Vicar Joe; Rev. Joe and Deaconess Jennie thanked Bea Daily for making the arrangements for them to come down 
south on the last week of 30 day leave.   Bea Daily 
 



 
 



YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

 
                                                   
 

The Elementary 
Youth Group 

 
 
 
 



















 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

                Welcome to God’s family!                                                                          Pastor and Family Life Minister   
                             Luna Belle                                                                         Appreciation Sunday 
 

 

 



REFORMATION - 2016

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


