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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE A BRAND NEW START?
The Christian church starts with repentance.
Rev. Matthew Harrison, President of the LCMS, said it this way, “The greatest eras in the history of the Church
have all begun with repentance. Those times when the Gospel of free forgiveness by faith in Jesus Christ has
shone brightest in missionary witness and expansion—in a burning desire to care for the weak and needy with
Christ’s own mercy, and in zealous and creative endeavors in church life and organization—have all begun
with the preaching of repentance.
It’s hardly a coincidence that John the Baptizer’s first recorded words were, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” (Matt. 3:2). It’s no accident that the first words out of Jesus’ mouth when He began His
public ministry were likewise, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matt. 4:17). And note that the
text says, “from that time [forward] Jesus began to preach” repentance. Jesus, the greatest preacher ever, was
throughout His ministry a preacher of repentance.” (The Lutheran Witness – September 7, 2010)
March 1st - Ash Wednesday begins the Season of Lent – a time of repentance.
(Each Wednesday dinner will be served in the Martin Brown Fellowship Hall at 5:30 PM, Worship Service at 6:30 PM)
This year’s Lenten focus is entitled, “Crosswords.” The seven weeks of Lent are devoted to reflection upon the
suffering and death of Christ. But Lent is also a time to hear afresh the words of the Lord. As Jesus proclaimed:
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63).
Each week we will be examining and reflecting on the words of Jesus which were spoken from the cross. These
words from the cross are His “crosswords.”
Meditation on the seven sayings of Jesus spoken from the cross is a tradition that has frequently been
reserved for Good Friday, but by focusing on them one at a time we will have the opportunity to ponder the
deeper meaning of the “crosswords” of our Savior.
I hope that you will join us!
Pastor Ray
Ash Wednesday (March 1) – “Father, Forgive Them”
March 8 – “You will be with Me in Paradise”
March 15 – “Behold Your Son; Behold Your Mother”
March 22 – “My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?”
March 29 – “I Thirst”
April 5 – “It is Finished!”
Maundy Thursday (April 13)
Good Friday – (April 14) “Father, Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit”




“Some people talk to animals. Not many listen though. That's the problem.” ― A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh
Recently I was handed a position paper entitled “Babies Going to Hell” for comment.
Despite the inflammatory title, the paper challenges the reader to think from a biblical
perspective by making inferences from that perspective rather than simply reacting
from an emotional bias.
The paper as a whole reminded me of the time (Matthew 22:15-22) when the religious
leaders tried to back Jesus into a corner giving Him a situation by asking “Should we pay
taxes to the Romans?” If Jesus agreed then the people who demanded Roman independence would reject
Him; if He opposed it, the Romans would arrest him. A brilliant trap or so those hypocrites thought.
The ancient Greek actors who wore masks to represent the various characters they played where called
hypocrites. Today the word “hypocrite” describes a person who falsely displays feelings, attitudes, or
intentions. Like an actor reading their lines and maybe not so unlike the catalyst that prompted the paper.
The real problem with the position is not necessarily with its conclusions but rather in its lack of understanding
of why the question is being asked. A person asking in their despair, with the Law having done its work, needs
to hear the Gospel. This person would find the conclusions of the position terrifying and unhelpful. On the
other hand, the Law is precisely for the unrepentant, the stubborn, and the prideful. If this kind of a person is
asking, then maybe this paper is a useful explanation so that the Law may do its work.
There are practical problems if you look at the paper’s issue from an either or proposition. What I can tell you
is that there is no clear biblical testimony as to how God acts in this matter. The purpose of Scripture is to
point us to Christ Jesus. “We are given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The Holy Spirit works through the means of Grace to connect us to the saving work of Christ. For we are saved
by faith alone, through grace alone, in Christ alone.
The Gospel, in and of itself, should be enough to compel us to act with a sense of urgency to reach out to
those who have not yet come in contact with Christ's salvation.
Grace & Peace,
- Cur✝is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM


Good Shepherd's Annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for
Saturday, April 8th at 10:00 AM.
If you are willing to help provide candy for the eggs (nonchocolate), feel free to bring it any Wednesday evening or Sunday
morning prior to April 2nd and put it in the basket in the Narthex.




The Youth Board is sponsoring meals prior to Wednesday services during
the Lenten Season, beginning March 1st with Ash Wednesday.
Please watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex if you are willing to donate
food items for the meals. Dinner is served from 5:30 until 6:15 PM.
March 1 - Ash Wednesday - Chili
March 8 - Spaghetti
March 15 - Chicken and Noodles
March 22 - TBA
March 29 - Taco Bowls
April 5 - Baked Potato Bar
Join us as we prepare ourselves to remember the death and resurrection of our Lord, and in that remembrance,
may we witness the Gospel of Jesus which forgives and removes all our sin.



HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Barbara Umholtz
Irelynn Gilman
Susan Bass
Beryl Brenner
Sarah Riemer
Sandy Hagel
Janice Stephens
Kim Finn
Jean Grieve
Allan Koepsell
Julie Cox
Darryl Haag
Arthur Brunner
Brenna Owen
Dalton Binkley
Debbie Angerman
James Wilhelm

Tom & Julie Cox
Randy & Stephanie Lawson
Buck & Linda Smith
Karl & Genny Woodard
Dicke & Diana Fallon
Arthur & Violeta Brunner
Bill & Linda Kortum

3/1
3/2
3/8
3/9
3/9
3/13
3/15
3/16
3/19
3/19
3/20
3/23
3/24
3/27
3/29
3/31
3/31

3/5
3/5
3/12
3/13
3/21
3/22
3/25


Join Pastor Ray on
Tuesday mornings
at 10:00 AM in the
Library for “This is
the Life.” These nine
classic TV episodes have been selected
from among dozens produced by
Lutheran
Television
Productions,
during the 50s, 60s, 70s, and 80s.
Viewers will find the subjects and story lines aren't the stuff of sitcoms or even family-oriented shows that always
went for the happy ending. Here are stories of faith-healing gone awry; a married couple's loss of their daughter; a
pastor whose legalism was driving his members away; the bitter animosity of a father against his daughter's suitor;
and more. In the end, each episode has one thing in common: God reigns through every event in our lives, and it is
by faith in His Son -following and honoring Him- that our lives find their fullest meaning.




Representatives from AARP are offering free tax aide in the Education
Building/Room #5, until Monday, April 17th.
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM








Lutheran World Relief Baskets of Promise Appeal
On Easter, we celebrate the joy and hope of Christ's resurrection. We respond to this gift of new life by
answering the call to “care for the orphans and widows” (James 1:27, NRSV) — those living in poverty and
marginalization throughout the world.
This Lenten season the Board of Christian Ed, along with the Board of Human Care and the Youth Board are
taking part in LWR’s Baskets of Promise appeal and we are asking for your help!
Each week in Lent, we’ll collect items to form LWR Personal Care Kits that help impoverished people stay
healthy in life’s most challenging situations.
Check the bulletin each week for the collection schedule. If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie
Lawson at 279-3021 or rlawslaw@aol.com.
We will be highlighting a new item each week, but you may bring any item in at your convenience.
There will be a collection basket in the Narthex on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.
Wednesday, March 1 and Sunday, March 5 - Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in original wrapping
Wednesday, March 8 and Sunday, March 12 - Light-weight bath-size towel (between 20"×40" & 52"×27"), dark
color recommended. Light weight towels are requested because they are easier to air dry
Wednesday, March 15 and Sunday, March 19 - Adult-size toothbrushes in original packaging
Wednesday, March 22 and Sunday, March 26 - Sturdy combs
Wednesday, March 29 and Sunday, April 2 - Metal nail clippers (attached file optional)
Wednesday, April 5 and Sunday, April 9 - Monetary donations for shipping








15 beautiful quilts were donated to “Beds 4 Kids.” 11 quilts were donated
just before Christmas, 2016. The local chapter supports Okaloosa, Walton,
Santa Rosa and Escambia, counties.
Beds4kids is a nonprofit organization providing beds to kids and teens that would
otherwise be sleeping on the floor or on inadequate bedding. We know sleep is a
crucial part of a child’s life. Lack of sleep affects academic performance, physical
health, and the overall emotional state of children everywhere. Beds4Kids quantifies
and address’ this need, because every child deserves a bed.
If you are interested in making a donation please visit their website at beds4kids.org
Ginger Davis and Bettie Farmer



Badge Ceremony

Troop FL 1517

Family Life Minister Curtis leading devotion time

Collecting and
delivering needed
items for
Opportunity Place



Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
March 7th—Exclusive footage from the Lionsgate movie The Shack, releasing on March 3, will be shown at
Lifetree Café on Tuesday at 7:00 PM. The footage will be used to spark a conversation about the
characteristics of God.
March 14th—“Financial Freedom: Practical Advice From a Man Who Had It All—and Lost It,” features a filmed
interview with Matt Bell, a financial advisor who learned money management partially due to a personal
financial fiasco.
March 21st—“An Unsolved Mystery: Living With Life’s Unanswered Questions,” features a filmed interview
with Gary McMahan, an eye witness to an actual unsolved killing that occurred on the plains of northeastern
Colorado.
March 28th—““Unlocking the Mystery of Music: New Findings on How Music Heals and Relieves,” features a
filmed interview with Sarah Johnson, a neurologic music therapist.

Now Showing – March 2017

























February Activities

Zacchaeus

Monthly Puppet Show for Sunday School

The Guys from High School Youth Group

Elementary Youth Group

Children’s Message

