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President’s Message 
 
“And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in 
You.” Psalm 39:4 NASB 
 
Both of my parents grew up on small family farms 
and lived through the Great Depression.   Each of 
them truly understood what it meant to be poor and 
work very hard just to survive. Still, they possessed 
something that kept them going through those hard 
times. It was hope; hope that God would be with 
them and that some day He would provide a better 
life for them...and He did. 
 
When it was my turn to grow up on a small family 
farm,  my siblings and I were expected to do our part 
and help with the work.  Our family was abundantly 
blessed but we never had a lot of extra money; so I 
thought that I also understood pretty well what it 
meant to be poor and work hard. But years later in 
1983 when my wife and I began working with farm 
families in Southeast Asia, I realized for the first 
time I had never really known anything at all about 
hard work or about being poor. Those people did.   
 
Today, decades later, millions of hard working, im-
poverished farm families remain in the developing 
world. Hunger, malnutrition, sickness, and early 
death is all part of their existence. Most of them do 
not know Christ. Life must seem like a never-ending 
Great Depression for these people. 
 
Our challenge is to do our part of the work to help 
those living in poverty help themselves.  It begins by 
sharing that there is real hope for a better life both  

Continued on page 2 

May you know the love, joy and 

peace that Christ offers! 

Announcement of Winter Meeting 

The winter meeting will be January 28, 2023, at 

First Baptist Church, Clinton, Mississippi. The 

agenda will be in the January newsletter. 

Support for Agricultural Missions through ADF 

The Christmas season is here. There are many wor-

thy causes that depend upon our generosity. Most 

have received our donations but some are new and 

we have a suspicion that mailing lists are shared. 

Be assured that ADF does not share your contact 

information. Also, we have no salaried employees 

and our overhead is minimal. All overhead is cov-

ered by the Owen Cooper—Gene Triggs Founda-

tion. Your dues and gifts go 100% to missions. If 

you have not paid your 2022 dues please do so and 

consider a gift. 



President’s Message continued 
 
spiritually and physically but it is found only in 
Christ.  Understanding that Jesus alone is the source 
for meeting all human needs (body, soul, and spirit) 
is a truth filled with hope for all who will receive it.  
The response of others to that wonderful news is of 
course not up to us.  But if we have labored to tell 
His truth and demonstrate His love and compassion, 
the Holy Spirit will bless our efforts in every aspect 
of an agricultural missions ministry, just as He does 
in any other Christian ministry. 
 
I am persuaded that wherever chronic hunger and 
malnutrition afflicts rural families, agricultural mis-
sions should be, God willing, a core Christian minis-
try among them. I believe God in fact is willing but 
if that is true, we, His Church, need to realize the 
response in this case is up to us. 
 
In closing, I want to thank each of you for continu-
ing to support and be part of ADF.  I trust you agree 
with me that sharing the Good News of Christ 
through agricultural missions is a great privilege and 
a wonderful way to communicate that Christ truly is 
the Hope of the world! 
 
May each of you have a wonderful Christmas and a 
blessed New Year. 

Ron Baker 
ADF President 

Mission Report from the Philippines 

ADF approved $10,000 for the renovation of the 

Mindanao Baptist Rural Life Center (MBRLC) milk 

processing building at the April 2022 meeting. Goats 

are efficient converters of the available forage and 

their milk is important to diet. The project has been 

completed and Bro. Adang sent a picture report in 

November. The report has been edited for this news-

letter. Bro. Adang sent the following message: “We, 

MBRLC staff and workers, would like to express our 

deepest gratitude to ADF for helping us for the reno-

vation of milk room facilities.” 

 

 Site Preparation 

Completed Building 

Hot and cold water manifold    

for pasteurization 

Installation of frames for stockroom 

Installation of roof 
Backfilling of limestone 



Web links to cooperators: 
 
Baptist Rural Life Ministries – http://www.BRLM.org 
 
Filter of Hope – http://www.filterofhope.org 
 
Gracewater – http://www.gracewater.org 

Reclaimed Project – http://www.reclaimedproject.org  

 

   Donations should be mailed to: Agricultural Development Foundation, Ltd. 

 P. O. Box 450, Clinton, MS 39060  

   I would like to :      Please accept my: 

   ___renew my membership    ___annual membership contribution of $50 

   ___become a member     ___gift in the amount of $__________ 
 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address__________________________________________________________________________  

   City/State/zip _________________________________email _______________________________ 

   Phone_______________________________ Email______________________________________ 

~Contact Information~ 

Communications for the newsletter may be emailed to the editor at  adfhelps@gmail.com 

Information about mission activities for inclusion in the newsletter is welcomed. 

Website: www.adfmissions.org 

 

Check out the website at: 

www.adfmissions.org 

for the current and past newsletters and for 

the Louisiana newsletters 

How can ADF grow its Membership? 
This has been discussed by several members in the 10-years I have been involved with ADF. I began employment 
with Mississippi Chemical Corporation (MCC) in Yazoo City in 1967.  I soon found out who Mr. Owen Cooper 
was as the President of MCC.  I learned to know him through FBC-YC.  I was asked to Team teach with him for a 
college-age SS class.  What an experience!! 
In the early ‘70’s, the original leaders of Agricultural Development Foundation (ADF) were: Owen Cooper, Gene 
Triggs, an executive with MCC and Jerry Clower, who needs no introduction. Gene Triggs served several years as 
the lead person in what is now the International Mission Board (IMB) of the Southern Baptist Convention.   The 
lead characteristic of this group of ADF leaders was they loved the Lord!   Through this group and their connec-
tions with MCC and the farming, fertilizer community, it was natural that ADF Membership grew across a several 
state southern area….  Living in Yazoo City, I knew of the work of ADF but I was not called to serve. 
I moved to Starkville in 2009.  There I met Don Blasingame and soon learned of his work with ADF; so, I asked 
Don how I could join the ADF organization.  
God has called Home many of the original leaders of ADF. We need to be calling new members to join the ADF 
organization. 
So, back to the original question: How can we attract new Membership? 
Our Newsletter which David May pulls together for us is an outstanding tool for promoting the ADF cause. 
What if our Members use this Tool by forwarding it through the no-cost internet to introduce our mission to pro-
spective members.  What prospective member do you know?   What can the Holy Spirit do with this information? 
-James Henley, ADF Vice-President 

http://www.BRLM.org
http://www.filterofhope.org/
http://www.gracewater.org
http://www.reclaimedproject.org

