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President’s Message 
 
In this first greeting to the ADF membership, I’d like 
to thank you for this opportunity to serve a term as 
ADF President. As I expressed at the close of our 
summer meeting, I know others have served well in 
this role. While I can not promise to fill their shoes 
equally well, I do pledge to serve as best I can.  I 
definitely need and seek your prayers and support in 
reaching that goal and I look forward to working to-
gether with all the officers, the Board of Directors, 
and membership as we all seek the Lord’s direction 
and help in moving forward with ADF’s mission.   
 
As many of you are aware, we face some pretty large 
challenges at this point in the life of our organiza-
tion.  Even before the COVID Pandemic hit, we 
were struggling to get more people with an interest 
in agriculture missions to join us.  That struggle con-
tinues and COVID 19 certainly did not make that 
particular challenge any easier.  But there is another 
issue that is equally challenging. We are grateful that 
Christian humanitarian work around the world con-
tinues in various forms and ADF is eager to continue 
helping support that work however and wherever we 
can. That said,  it seems that the agricultural mis-
sions element of that ministry has somehow lost 
much of its former support. That is a perplexing situ-
ation.  Perhaps I am misinterpreting what has hap-
pened to some degree; but one thing is certain. It has 
become more and more difficult to find partners on 
the field who are involved in agricultural missions.   
I don’t pretend to know all the reasons for that but I 
do know that reliable partners on the field who over-
see agricultural mission projects are vital to the 

Continued on page 2 

Highlights of the August Meeting 

Ron Baker was elected President and Roscoe Ivy 
was elected Project Coordinator. See page 3 for the 
complete list of elected officers and directors. 

Speakers: Tom and Vicki Kilpatrick, long-time ADF 
members, reported on their mission trip to Poland to 
assist refugees. They were with Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster Relief.  

 Nathan Ball, Minister of Students at First 
Baptist Church, Clinton, Mississippi, reported on his 
experience sharing the gospel in the Himalayas. He 
led a ten-member team. 

Bobby Redding was elected Director Emeritus. 

The financial report was given, discussed, and ap-
proved. 

By-law changes are being considered by a committee 
consisting of Jim Watson, Ben Ingram, Phil Davis, 
and Randy Graves. 

Mission project reports were given.  

Project Reports 

Mindanao Baptist Rural Life Center, Philippines sent 

a report on Baptist Out Of School Training 

(BOOST).  The four recent classes had about one 

hundred students. Fifty five were baptized at the cen-

ter. The remaining 45 students have made profes-

sions of faith. Students were from diverse back-

grounds including previous government and guerella 

Continued on page 2  



President’s Message continued 
 
success of that ministry. We need more of them. 
So yes, we do face some large challenges.  But the 
suffering among malnourished people on our watch 
makes discouragement a distraction that we can not 
afford. Instead, we do well to remember this fact: the 
need to address underlying causes of hunger and 
malnutrition from both an agricultural science per-
spective and a spiritual perspective has not dimin-
ished in this world. If anything, it is increasing and 
the current geopolitical and economic environment 
worldwide suggests the stage is now being set where 
agricultural mission projects are likely to become 
more vital than ever.   
 
Considering all these things, I believe that ADF’s 
mission has never been more important than the days 
in which we live right now.  So we must find ways to 
get that message out to like-minded believers who 
hold our conviction that Christ Jesus cares for people 
in all their needs; body, mind and spirit… and invite 
them to join us.  And we must find more people with 
whom we can partner on the mission field to help 
establish agricultural mission projects wherever they 
are needed.  That is where the Agricultural Develop-
ment Foundation fits into His plan...and it is why we 
will keep praying and working and finding ways the 
Lord shows us to move forward. 
 
For His Glory, 
 
Ron Baker 
ADF President 

Project Reports continued 

soldiers. BOOST  equips and develops out of school 
youth in upland farming, community development, 
livestock raising, primary health care and moral and 
spiritual development. 

Leader Jethro P. Adang requested prayer: 

“Pray that the Lord will continue to bless the 
trainer, trainees and all MBRLC workers and 
staff.”  

__________________________________________ 

Dominican Republic Solar Powered Pump Project 

This project is designed to help farmers provide for-
age for their cattle during the dry season. The funds 
are expected to be repaid to a revolving loan pro-
gram that will assist other farmers. Jim Watson has 
been working with these farmers for a number of 
years. He went to the Dominican Republic for the 
kickoff of this program. ADF is partnering with 
Breath of Life International in the project. 

The farmers meet every two weeks to discuss how 
their projects are going, encourage each other, pray 
for their success, and hold a short Bible study led by 
the local pastor. 

Pray for the people in Carbonera that as we help 
them develop their community, their spirits will 
be renewed and ever hungry for Jesus.  

Jim Watson on his trip to the Dominican Repub-

lic for the solar project. He  provides much 

needed veterinary care for all animals. 

Attendees at the Vicksburg meeting enjoy the mo-

ment. They are (l-r) Harold Watson, Vicki and Tom 

Kilpatrick, and James Henley 
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Web links to cooperators: 
 
Baptist Rural Life Ministries – http://www.BRLM.org 
 
Filter of Hope – http://www.filterofhope.org 
 
Gracewater – http://www.gracewater.org 

Reclaimed Project – http://www.reclaimedproject.org  

 

   Donations should be mailed to: Agricultural Development Foundation, Ltd. 

 P. O. Box 450, Clinton, MS 39060  

   I would like to :      Please accept my: 

   ___renew my membership    ___annual membership contribution of $50 

   ___become a member     ___gift in the amount of $__________ 
 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address__________________________________________________________________________  

   City/State/zip _________________________________email _______________________________ 

   Phone_______________________________ Email______________________________________ 

~Contact Information~ 

Communications for the newsletter may be emailed to the editor at  adfhelps@gmail.com 

Information about mission activities for inclusion in the newsletter is welcomed. 

Website: www.adfmissions.org 

 

   

Check out the website at: 

www.adfmissions.org 

for the current and past newsletters and for 

the Louisiana newsletters 

View from the Sideline 

The Vicksburg meeting was very successful. Kudos to 

those who worked to make it so. James Henley aggres-

sively tackled his responsibilities as Vice President 

and enlisted new leadership with Ron Baker, Phil Da-

vis, and Roscoe Ivy. Roscoe was unable to attend due 

to health issues and he will be assisted in project coor-

dinator duties by Jim and Harold Watson. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to FBC Vicksburg and pas-

tor Matt Buckles. Randy and Becky Graves made the 

lunch arrangements. Randy has kept ADF on track 

through an extended tenure due to Covid. Thank you! 

The project reports elsewhere in this newsletter detail 

progress in the Philippines and the Dominican Repub-

lic. Old hands know Harold and Joyce Watson found-

ed the Philippine work. Jim Watson got us going in the 

DR through his trips with Breath of Life. 

Disasters, crop failures, and political turmoil have 

meant continued hunger around the world. We all 

share in the responsibility to give to meet immediate 

needs. ADF is longer term. We fund projects that help 

people feed themselves. Selecting and over seeing pro-

jects is challenging. 

News from the mission field encourages us to renew 

our efforts. Some work in restricted areas cannot be 

reported in a newsletter because of security concerns. 

One cleansed report is on page 5. Pray for our partners 

who risk their lives to provide support to local pastors. 

David May 

 

http://www.BRLM.org
http://www.filterofhope.org/
http://www.gracewater.org
http://www.reclaimedproject.org


Southeast Asia Partner 
I wanted to give you and ADF an update on our key partner, a local pastor, and the base camp/
animal husbandry location, “The King’s Farm”, that he is developing. With the assistance of 
ADF, he has made considerable advances in developing the project. He now has several larger, 
permanent chicken coops, and is finishing building a second house for housing house church 
leaders and others who come to the base camp to train. 
  
Recently he has moved many of the chickens off site and is using a local community system 
where he shares chickens with people who will then share a portion of their profits with him. 
This does three things: 1) connects him with many families in the area (some already believes, 
some who are open, some who are just beginning to be witnessed to); 2) gives him legitimate 
reasons for regular contact with them; 3) provides support for the project and moves the base 
camp toward self-support. 
  
Key leaders within the network have had opportunities to meet with him at the base camp even 
as construction has been going on. He has continued to guide them and encourage them to 
reach out into various areas in our province. They continue to see new people come to faith as 
they reach out to family and friends and work with believers within the house churches to do the 
same. The pastor doesn’t just train them and send them out to the areas where they are work-
ing. He goes with them and assists them in reaching new believers, discipling the groups that 
have been formed, and training new/potential leaders within the house church network. 
  

This local pastor also is actively involved in carrying out the Great Commission. He shared with me 
about several people from his personal witness who are open to the gospel and two who were bap-
tized in the last couple of weeks directly related to his efforts using chickens to connect with and as-
sist people in the surrounding communities.  By the way, I met with him two days ago and he shared 
about 15 people who had come to faith over the past few weeks from the house church networks 
that he guides.   Today’s update! 

  
  
We want to once again say “Thank you” to ADF for your partnership with us. Your investment is 
already reaping eternal benefits. 


