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Winter Meeting to be at 

 First Baptist Church, 

 Vicksburg, Mississippi 

 January 25, 2020 

The Winter Meeting—What to Expect 

 Mrs. Anne Alexander will speak. She and her 

late husband supported ADF since the beginning. 

 Hear John Lawrence, DVM,  recently retired 

missionary to Ethiopia. 

 Nelson Philpot will speak! He has been instru-

mental in agricultural missions over the years. 

 The agenda is on page 2. 

 First Baptist Church, Vicksburg, MS, is at 1607 

Cherry Street. If traveling from Jackson on I-20 

take exit 4b onto west Clay Street for 2 miles and 

turn left on Cherry. If traveling from Louisiana 

exit onto Halls Ferry Road north which will be-

come Cherry Street. 

From The President  

Greetings and Happy New Year everyone! I pray 

you had a wonderful time celebrating the birth of 

Jesus Christ and spending time with friends and 

family.  As we begin 2020, what better way to start 

off the new year than by making plans to attend our 

Winter Meeting In Vicksburg on January 25th.  This 

meeting will be a great mixture of looking back-

wards celebrating 50 years of ministry as well as 

looking ahead to what God has in store for us in 

2020 and beyond.  While the way Ag Missions is 

being done is different in many ways from 50 years 

ago,  people all over the world still have spiritual 

hunger and physical needs.  In John 10:10  Jesus 

tells us that the thief comes to steal and destroy, but 

that He comes that we may have life, and have it 

abundantly.  Come and invite a friend as we seek to 

join God's work through partners around the world 

using agriculture to open doors to share the saving 

love of Jesus Christ, that they may experience abun-

dant life in Him.  

Check out the website at: 

www.adfmissions.org 

for the current and past newsletters and for 

the Louisiana newsletters 



Winter Meeting 

Agricultural Development Foundation, LTD. 

First Baptist Church 

Vicksburg, Mississippi 

 

January 25, 2020 

 

 

9:00 a.m. ADF Board of Directors Meeting 

9:30 a.m. Registration and Refreshments 

 

10:00 a.m. Welcome and Devotional…………………………….Dr. Matt Buckles, pastor 

  Call to Order………………………………………………………..Jim Watson 

  Announcing the 50th Anniversary Remembrance……………….James Henley 

  Remembrance from the First Meeting, 1970..……….…..Mrs. Anne Alexander 

  A Backward Glance, A Look Forward…………….…...…...Dr. Nelson Philpot 

 

11:00 a.m. Introduction of Speaker………………………………….………..Clifton Curtis* 

   Dr. John Lawrence 

   Retired IMB Missionary to Ethiopia 

 

   Jeff Palmer 

   CEO Baptist Global Response 

 

12:00 p.m. Lunch at the church 

 

1:00 p.m. State Reports 

  Business Session 

   Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

   Financial Report 

   Executive Committee Report 

   Project Requests 

   Communication Committee-Don Blasingame 

   Nominating Committee Report 

   Election 

   Adjourn 

 

 

*Clifton Curtis is Associate Pastor, First Baptist Church, Starkville, MS and served as an IMB agri-

cultural missionary in Burkina Faso 



Web links to cooperators: 

 

Baptist Rural Life Ministries – http://www.BRLM.org 

 

Filter of Hope – http://www.filterofhope.org 

 

Gracewater – http://www.gracewater.org 

Reclaimed Project – http://www.reclaimedproject.org  

   Donations should be mailed to: Agricultural Development Foundation, Ltd. 

 P. O. Box 450, Clinton, MS 39060 

   I would like to :      Please accept my: 

   ___renew my membership    ___membership contribution of $50 

   ___become a member     ___gift in the amount of $__________ 
 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

   City/State/zip _________________________________email _______________________________ 

~CONTACT INFORMATION~ 

Communications for the newsletter may be emailed to the editor at  adfhelps@gmail.com 

Information about mission activities for inclusion in the newsletter is welcomed. 

Website: www.adfmissions.org 

 

Communications from Members 

David, 

I enjoy your newsletters. I was active in this organi-

zation many years ago, even hosting a meeting here 

in Auburn, Alabama. I attended meetings in MS and 

LA regularly usually with my close friend JR Dud-

ley of Scooba (now deceased). 

As I approach my 91st birthday my actions have 

slowed but my interest in the actions of your group 

continues. 

J Taylor 

Auburn, Alabama 

 

ADF hosted an information booth at the Mississippi 

Farm Bureau meeting December 4-6, 2019 in Jack-

son, MS. Thanks to James Henley and Randy 

Graves for making it possible. 

http://www.BRLM.org
http://www.filterofhope.org/
http://www.gracewater.org
http://www.reclaimedproject.org


Celebrating 50 years of Service 

Where do we go from Here? 

The Agricultural Missions Foundation (AMF) result-

ed from a meeting in April 1970 in Ruleville, Missis-

sippi, where Baker James Cauthen, then executive 

secretary of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 

Board, attended a conference on agricultural missions. 

Also present were Owen Cooper, Jerry Clower, and 

Gene Triggs all of Mississippi Chemical Corporation. 

Mr. Cooper was the farsighted president of MCC. 

Cooper, Clower, and Triggs were the incorporators of 

AMF. Without doubt the vision was to fulfill the com-

mands of Jesus to make disciples and feed the hungry. 

In many instances the combination of agricultural 

work to help people feed themselves and deliver the 

Good News has been spectacularly successful. The 

Agricultural Missions Foundation (now the Agricul-

tural Development Foundation) has been a part of 

that. There is good reason to celebrate the milestone. 

The Mississippi delta, the time, and evangelism were 

a unique confluence of events. The delta is one of the 

most productive agricultural areas in the world. Many 

senior agriculturists grew up on diversified family 

farms where food was home grown. Most farmers in 

the rural south were followers of Jesus and took seri-

ously His commands to make disciples and feed the 

hungry. 

The idea of agricultural missions took hold and mis-

sionaries were appointed to Africa, Asia and South 

America. Their reports were met with great interest. 

Their agricultural work was similar to the work of an 

extension agent. The simplest solutions were often the  

 

 

 

most successful. Mechanization and new technologies 

were not as successful. 

Training locals to improve agricultural practices was 

an excellent opportunity to witness. The witness 

spread with the success in growing food for consump-

tion and for sale. Fertility and conservation were ideas 

with roots in the American Agricultural Extension 

Service. New technologies such as Sloping Agricul-

tural Land Technology (SALT) were developed by 

innovative missionaries to meet new challenges. 

ADF provided support in the way of seed, animals, 

and materials on request. Expertise was sent to meet 

specific needs but support depended on local over-

sight. In country agricultural missionaries were the 

most accountable. 

But, the times were changing. Agricultural missionar-

ies have often not been replaced with agricultural mis-

sionaries. Back home agriculture was changing. Di-

versification changed to specialization. The reality is 

that in the new generation there are fewer farmers and 

most do not grow their own food.     

Jesus was a carpenter, a builder, but he was born into 

an agrarian society. His parables reflect that. The 

sower, the tares, the lost sheep, the good shepherd, the 

mustard seed, the cup of cold water, hunger, physical 

and spiritual need all were part and parcel agriculture. 

God’s provision cannot be ignored in the abundance 

and renewal farmers observe every day.  


