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Report from the 2019 Summer Meeting 

Jim Watson’s trip to the Dominican Republic (page 2) 

Salvadoran visit to Starkville (page 3) 

 

Projects Approved 

1. Initiate work in an Asian country* to promote 

beef cattle. This is in a difficult area where an 

International Mission Board missionary has been 

granted permission to live. Agricultural produc-

tion is rudimentary and the overall program will 

promote diverse farming systems. The project 

was funded for $5000. 

2. Restart BOOST (Baptist Out Of School Train-

ing) program in the Philippines. The program 

had a high success rate but was stopped in 2015 

due to budget restraints. The program promotes 

improved farming techniques and trains new 

leaders for churches and community develop-

ment. The project was funded for $10,000. 

3. Continue support for indigenous pastors in a 

country* where an outside witness is not permit-

ted. The pastors are dependent on an agricultural 

project to help with living expenses and travel 

associated with their work. Don Blasingame is 

our primary contact. The project was funded for 

$4000. 

 

*Countries and personnel are not identified for secu-

rity reasons. 

Meeting Notes and Quotes 

Louisiana State Report; David Morrison re-

ported that the Louisiana Fellowship continues to 

support an IMB missionary in Eastern Europe. Sup-

port has been about $12,000-15,000 per year. There 

are 60-70 supporting members. 

Project Reports: Don Blasingame reported on the 

ongoing support for pastors in a restricted area of 

Asia. They are growing mango and pineapple to sell 

to provide support. Persecution has been severe 

with three pastors beheaded. Pray for the many fac-

ets involved in maintaining this witness. This was 

funded as project 3. 

Dan Watson reported on Baptist Rural Life Minis-

tries in Central America. The work is concentrated 

in two areas of Honduras, Guatemala and Panama. 

Work includes literacy training with Christian liter-

ature, partnering with The Gideons to distribute 

scripture, training pastors in both ministry and in 

ways that they can support themselves as bivoca-

tional pastors. Dan is no longer working full time on 

the project and visits it in two or three short trips a 

year. 

Jim Watson’s report is on page 2. 



 Dominican Republic Trip Report 

ADF President, Jim Watson has been partnering with an organization in the Dominican Republic called Breath 

of Life International.  For details about the organization go to https://breathoflifeinternational.weebly.com/ or 

their Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/BOLITRANSFORMS/ .   

“We are working in a community called Carbonera, in the northwest part of the Dominican Republic, very 

close to the Hatian border.  We are working with a group of dairy farmers, providing them with treatment of 

their cattle, as well as training so they can improve the health and production of their dairy cattle.  After a day 

of visiting farms, treating animals and providing training, we have meetings at night to discuss the problems 

they face and potential solutions to the problems.  As we do that, we also have the opportunity to share with 

them the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  I look forward to several years of getting to know them as we work together 

to address the struggles they face.” 



 

Update on John Lawrence 

John is walking (with a crutch) and continuing to 

recuperate. Keep him on your prayer list. The acci-

dent has changed his plans for the last year in the 

field. They will retire in January 2020 and relocate 

to Shreveport where he has accepted a job in a small 

animal clinic. ADF has partnered with John by sup-

plying materials for his veterinary work. We hope to 

hear from him again at our meetings. 

Message 

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” 

John 17:3 

What does it mean to know God? To know is to experience. Did you know how to ride a bicycle before you 

actually rode one? Of course not. Before you experienced the act, balancing, moving along by pedaling, you 

didn’t know how to ride a bicycle. Do you know how to drive a stick shift? Can you imagine starting off from 

a stop going uphill and having never driven a stick shift? 

Once you experience God you are never the same. You receive power you didn’t imagine was available. Sad-

ly, many stop there. Growth can get you from a VW to an eighteen wheeler. Giving God control of your life 

is really knowing God. Do you really know Him if you aren’t growing? 

Love, forgiveness, and self control are waiting for you. Nicodemas was a religious teacher but without the 

power available from knowing God. He went to Jesus to learn. It must not be a one time event! 

Left to right: James Henley, Ilse Duarte, Nancy Gat-

lin, Joe Gatlin, Pastor Torres, and Don Blasingame 

New Friends from Old Connections 

ADF received an inquiry about a visit from Joe and 

Nancy Gatlin representing World Hunger Relief, Inc. 

ADF considered a poultry project requested by  

WHRI in 2015. The work was in Valle Nuevo, El 

Salvador and was funded some time later. WHRI lat-

er contacted ADF with news that the poultry project 

had failed and asked if the money could be used for 

repair to corn shelling equipment. That was ap-

proved. Corn is the basic staple for the subsistence 

farmers and the equipment is operated as a coopera-

tive to provide the staple and some income from sale 

of any excess milled corn. 

The Gatlins along with Pastor Torres and an ex-

change student, Ilse Duarte visited Starkville Septem-

ber 26. They were hosted by Don and Patricia 

Blasingame, James and Marilyn Henley, and David 

and Pat May. 

Pastor Torres is a community leader who profusely 

thanked ADF for the help. He stated that the milling 

had supported the cooperative in the sale of $1300 of 

product. 

The group enjoyed a meal together and shared infor-

mation about how ADF and WHRI approach the 

tasks of feeding the hungry and sharing the Good 

News. 



 
 

Web links to cooperators: 

 

Baptist Rural Life Ministries – http://www.BRLM.org 

 

Filter of Hope – http://www.filterofhope.org 

 

Gracewater – http://www.gracewater.org 

Reclaimed Project – http://www.reclaimedproject.org  

 

 

 Note on ADF Finances 

Project requests presented to the Board before the August meeting totaled $19,000. There was $10,889 in 

undesignated funds. The Board felt the need to fund the three projects submitted and voted to fund the pro-

jects as funds became available. That was presented in the business meeting and approved. By the end of 

the meeting Joyce announced that money had been given to fully fund the three projects! You can see the 

case was made for the necessity of meeting the needs. Consider ADF as worthy of your financial sup-

port.     

   Donations should be mailed to: Agricultural Development Foundation, Ltd. 

 P. O. Box 450, Clinton, MS 39060 

   I would like to :      Please accept my: 

   ___renew my membership    ___membership contribution of $50 

   ___become a member     ___gift in the amount of $__________ 
 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

   City/State/zip _________________________________email _______________________________ 

~CONTACT INFORMATION~ 

Communications for the newsletter may be emailed to the editor at  adfhelps@gmail.com 

Information about mission activities for inclusion in the newsletter is welcomed. 

Website: www.adfmissions.org 
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