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“And she brought forth her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn.   Luke 2:7                                 

   
 

Whether it’s “Feliz Navidad, “Melikam 

Gena”, “Kung His Hsin Nien bing Chu Shen 

Tan”,  “Shuvo Naba Barsh”a, “Pyaw shwin Christmas 

Pwe daw” ,or  “Chung Mung Giang Sinh”  the reason 

for the words to the greeting “Merry Christmas”  are 

why we are in existence as an organization.  As Chris-

tians we should have a burning desire to share the sto-

ry about God’s Son Jesus, who came as a baby, born 

of a virgin, to live among us and to ultimately die on 

the cross for our sins. At Agricultural Development 

Foundation (ADF) we do that by demonstrating 

God’s love to those who live in conditions of extreme 

poverty, by teaching better ways to garden, farm, 

raise healthy livestock, and to have access to clean 

water along with many other things.  As we work 

alongside them, we have the opportunity to share the 

wonderful message of salvation.  The above ways to 

say Merry Christmas are from some of the places 

ADF has partnered this year with projects, such as 

Central America, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Ethiopia, 

Africa, China and Vietnam. 

  

Please be in prayer this Christmas Season about how  

 

 

you can participate with us here at ADF as we work 

to share the Christmas Story.    Pray for our partners 

that are long term workers that are away from their 

families here in the US, and who may be serving in 

countries that are antagonistic towards the Gos-

pel.  As an example, current work in China is being 

disrupted due to governmental restrictions that don’t 

even want agricultural work to continue.  Pray about 

going on trips where you can share your expertise and 

work alongside our in-country partners.  Finally pray 

about giving to ADF so we can continue to meet the 

requests that are submitted  to us for consideration to 

fund.  We are at a point where our funds are too low 

to respond to significant project requests. 

  

I pray that you will all have a wonderful Christmas, 

and look forward to seeing you  at our meeting at 

First Baptist Church, Clinton MS on January 26, 

2019. 

Jim Watson, President 

Agricultural Development Foundation 

Merry Christmas! 

Greetings From the President 
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The most important event in human history was the 

gift of Jesus. He alone is the hope of humanity. From 

the child dying of hunger in the third world to the 

helpless widow without family or friend in a nursing 

home in America, Jesus is the only hope. Likewise 

He is the only hope for the forty year old millionaire 

and for the twenty something professional athlete. 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

Belief in the God-man is the hope of eternity. 

Our charge is to share that hope. We do that by word 

and deed in obedience to Him. Our churches do that 

through mission trips and individuals do that by par-

ticipating in noble mission causes. We have opportu-

nities to augment mission efforts by providing exper-

tise and resources to those endeavors. Identify those 

mission trips that can benefit from agricultural exper-

tise to improve food production. It is integral to our 

witness. 

During 2018 ADF has continued support for evange-

lists in Asia by using an agricultural project as their  

 

 

 

financial support. That project has seen the formation 

of a church a month for the past eighteen months in 

an area of harsh religious persecution. 

We participate in a significant effort in Central 

America. 

Roscoe Ivy was our man in Africa to help in a gar-

dening project. 

Recent Louisiana Fellowship newsletters are posted 

on the ADF website. They document their work in 

Eastern Europe and Thailand. 

As we enter the Christmas season we surely struggle 

with questions about how we celebrate. Does our gift 

giving reflect what we profess? What is the center-

piece of our celebration? 

Pray for the Agricultural Development Foundation; 

give to the Agricultural Development Foundation as 

God leads you; and be ready to go to a world in need 

with the Agricultural Development Foundation as a 

third hand to a missionary (as expressed by Harold 

Watson). 

The Blessing of Christmas 

   Donations should be mailed to: Agricultural Development Foundation, Ltd. 

 P. O. Box 450, Clinton, MS 39060 

   I would like to :      Please accept my: 

   ___renew my membership    ___membership contribution of $50 

   ___become a member     ___gift in the amount of $__________ 
 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

   City/State/zip _________________________________email _______________________________ 

~CONTACT INFORMATION~ 

Communications for the newsletter may be emailed to the editor at  adfhelps@gmail.com 

Information about mission activities for inclusion in the newsletter is welcomed. 

ADF Office address: 508 Colonial Circle, Starkville, MS 39759  

Website: www.adfmissions.org 



 

In October a team from First Baptist Church, Starkville, MS, went to Lesotho, Africa in partnership with Re-

claim which has an orphan care ministry there. The team included a veterinarian, a pharmacist., and a plant 

scientist. The plant scientist was Roscoe Ivy, an ADF member from Aberdeen, MS. Roscoe gave much need-

ed instruction in gardening. The local diet is heavily animal products and diet diversity is needed. 

Mission to Lesotho, Africa 

The Team. Roscoe Ivy is third from left 

The interpreter immediately began teaching a shep-

herd who had not been present for the instruction. 

View of the terrain which is at about 7500 feet 

Garden plot with plant identification 

Gardens were planted and witness was shared 

The team at work 



Web links: 

Baptist Rural Life Ministries – http://www.BRLM.org 

Filter of Hope – http://www.filterofhope.org 

Gracewater—http://www.gracewater.org 

Baptist Global Response—http:www.gobgr.org 

Reclaimed Project -  http://www.reclaimedproject.org 

 

 

It was 1959, I think, when I, a poultry science major, took 

the horticulture course. In those days the administration at 

Mississippi State University required all agriculture ma-

jors to get a well-rounded education in all phases of agri-

culture. Thus, the requirement for poultry majors to take 

farm machinery, soils, horticulture, forestry, dairy science, 

and botany. Most of us were farm boys with experience in 

hoeing and picking cotton, castrating pigs and formal 

study in FFA and 4H so some of the courses were unnec-

essary remedial stuff. 

Then Dr. Joseph Edmonds entered our realm. He was a 

little guy, a lifelong bachelor, with a funny accent. His 

favorite saying was that, “P is ze most important ting in ze 

world.” He was talking about photosynthesis and the fact 

that all higher forms of life are ultimately dependent on it. 

We were to some degree aware of the importance of plants 

but he took our understanding to a whole new level. 

Today in my autumn years, and in the midst of winter, I 

still yearn for spring and the opportunity to start a garden. 

Tilling, planting, mulching, weeding, and staking are old 

hat. I know which seeds and plants to buy for good results. 

I might have to look around if there are shortages and am 

always able to find the money to make the purchases. 

It is not that way for most of the world. Many people have 

never learned how to grow a garden. Some do not have  

 

 

money to buy seeds and for some the seeds are not availa-

ble. An unfortunate majority have never heard that a lov-

ing God created a bountiful world that will supply all of 

our needs if we care for it. They are in a world where they 

must appease a vengeful and angry god who metes out 

punishment. 

If a new neighbor comes by while I am working my gar-

den I will gladly share all about gardening. It is not so 

easy to get the message to those who need the help so 

much more in a distant land. That is the great value of the 

Agricultural Development Foundation. Not many church 

mission trips include an agricultural component. Providing 

food is temporary. Providing agricultural training helps 

over a longer term. As necessary as food relief is, it can 

foster dependence. The means to grow food can foster 

independence. 

As we have learned, people are not saved by a pea patch. 

But if we are helping someone grow peas it is a great op-

portunity to witness Jesus. It is also a way to their heart if 

we help them feed their family. 

Many resources are available through ADF. Contact us for 

information. Forward this newsletter to your Bible class 

and to your church staff. We can help with seeds, veteri-

nary expertise, and maybe even an expert to be a member 

of your mission team. 

Photosynthesis is His Design 

Members James Henley, Randy Graves, Bobby Redding and Larry Brewer manned a booth at the MFB Con-

vention in Jackson December 1st and 2nd. This was the second year to do this and the previous experience was 

helpful. The booth had an eight foot banner supported by a frame built by Randy Graves. The event was a 

good opportunity to present the ADF to a large audience, many of whom had never heard of ADF. Contacts 

and promotion was excellent and they plan to again represent ADF at the 2019 convention. To volunteer or 

offer suggestions for similar opportunities, send your information to adfhelps@gmail.com.  

ADF Represented at Mississippi Farm Bureau Convention 
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