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Summary of the Business Meeting 

 Approved funding of two projects each for $5000 (total approved $10,000). These projects in Asia pro-

vide materials to subsistence farmers and evangelists. None is for salaries. These are long-term projects 

successful projects. ADF’s undesignated funds have been depleted with these approvals. 

 Approved hiring of Mrs. Adriane Brown to do financial and accounting work since Carl Prewitt has re-

signed as Treasurer. She lives in Clinton and attends First Baptist Church there. She is a CPA and stay-at-

home mom and will be paid on an hourly basis. 

 The Owen Cooper Foundation funds overhead through $500 per month to ADF. No change was made in the 

amount transferred monthly. The Foundation has an improved bottom line for the past year due to increased invest-

ment income. ADF overhead has been reduced due to electronic transmittal of the newsletter and will be further 

reduced by eliminating the telephone at Joyce’s office. The sense of the directors was that we continue to observe 

the commitment to fund all overhead through the OCGTF. All donations are to be used for mission projects.  

 ADF approved the invitation of First Baptist Church, Clinton, MS to host the 2019 winter meeting. This will ena-

ble those at the meeting to meet Mrs. Brown and for her to become acquainted to ADF operations. 

Reports from the 2018 Summer Meeting 

Harold Watson 

Harold Watson Gave the Keynote Address 

 Harold recalled speaking to the Agricultural Mission 

Fellowship early in his tenure in the Philippines. In that address 

he likened AMF (now ADF) to a person doing a job and needing 

a third hand. AMF was that third hand for him as a missionary. 

He noted that though ADF is a small organization God often 

does big things with what seems small to us. 

Continued next page 



Harold Watson, continued 

 He reminded us that no one ever gets saved 

by a pea patch. It is necessary to verbally witness. 

Helping others, as we do through agriculture, is dif-

ficult. It is a challenge to not make the recipients 

dependent. 

 The development of SALT did not happen 

easily. The first efforts to reduce erosion were fail-

ures. After a particularly demoralizing setback Har-

old and co-workers went out and sat on a large rock 

as they discussed how to proceed. They prayed and 

continued their session. God planted the basis for 

SALT. Harold has not forgotten God’s guiding 

hand. 

 Subsequent to Harold and Joyce’s retirement 

the Mindanao Baptist Rural Life Center was led by 

Jeff Palmer who now leads Baptist Global Re-

sponse. Jeff taped an introduction for Harold and 

Joyce but unfortunately the video could not be 

viewed due to technical difficulty. The audio was 

played after Harold’s sermon. It was an amazing 

seconding to the sermon. He pointed out that Harold 

taught that you learn by doing and teach by experi-

ence. Harold lived those principles. 

 He also remembered the lesson that it is dif-

ficult to truly help someone without making them 

dependent or stifling their growth. He commended 

Harold and Joyce for teaching how to help. 

The Winter Meeting will be January 26, 2019,  

at First Baptist Church, Clinton, Mississippi 

From President Jim Watson 

Greetings everyone, I hope this newsletter finds you 

well as we say goodbye to summer and hello to fall, 

cooler weather (hopefully) and harvest time.  I 

would like to thank First Baptist Church Starkville 

for hosting us last month for our summer meeting; 

the Starkville group did a great job getting every-

thing ready for us!  We had a great time of fellow-

ship and honoring Joyce and Harold Watson for 

their 35 years of service with the International Mis-

sion Board in the Philippines and 20 years of con-

tinued service in "retirement". 

I am so thankful for the work of Mom, Dad and so 

many others of you who have been faithful workers 

and supporters of ADF through the years.   What 

great examples you continue to be, and a great foun-

dation has been laid, that I pray we will be faithful 

to continue to build upon.  We have ongoing part-

nerships with work in Bangladesh, Myanmar, Hon-

duras and many other places to carry on God's work 

of taking the message of salvation in one hand, 

and  the other a "helping hand" to provide 

knowledge and resources to improve farming prac-

tices that will allow someone to provide food, cloth-

ing, education, medicine for their family.  Consider 

how you can get someone involved in pray-

ing, going and giving for the work that still needs 

doing. 

 

We have recently made several changes one of 

which is a change of address for those of you that 

mail contribution checks.  For those with direct de-

posit the bank account is still the same. 

 

Please join us in Clinton Mississippi at the First 

Baptist Church on January 26th, 2019, for our win-

ter meeting. 

Pray for a mission team preparing to go to Africa in 

October. The team led from First Baptist Church, 

Starkville, MS, will have pharmacy, veterinary, and 

agricultural  expertise in collaboration with Reclaim. 

Providing support from ADF will be our member 

Roscoe Ivy. 



Nathan Taylor and Clifton Curtis, ministers at FBC, 

Starkville 

Shane McGivney and Don Blasingame enjoy lunch.  

Shane is the men’s coordinator for the Mississippi 

Baptist Convention. 

Tom and Vickie Kilpatrick  Ben and Courtney Ingram and children. They live in 

Alabama and Ben is a past president 

 

Some of the participants at the meeting in Starkville.  



   To: Agricultural Development Foundation, Ltd. 

 P. O. Box 405, Clinton, MS 39060 

   I would like to :      Please accept my: 

   ___renew my membership    ___membership contribution of $50 

   ___become a member     ___gift in the amount of $__________ 
 

   Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

   City/State/Zip____________________________________________________________________ 

~CONTACT INFORMATION~ 

Communications for the newsletter may be emailed to the editor at  adfhelps@gmail.com 

Information about mission activities for inclusion in the newsletter is welcomed. 

Telephone communication may be made to Don Blasingame at 662-323-5646. 

ADF Office address: 508 Colonial Circle, Starkville, MS 39759  

Website: www.adfmissions.org 

Donations should be mailed to: P. O. Box 405, Clinton, MS 39060 

Web links: 

Baptist Rural Life Ministries – http://www.BRLM.org 

Filter of Hope – http://www.filterofhope.org 

Reclaimed Project – http://www.reclaimedproject.org 

Baptist Global Response : http://www.gobgr.org 

Gracewater – http://www.gracewater.org 

 

Emphasis On Agricultural Missions 

The September 6, 2018, issue of the Mississippi 

Baptist Record published an article “Helping war 

victims feed their families”. The article notes that 

Baptist Global Response has more than 30 ongoing 

agricultural projects worldwide. The link to BGR 

has been added to this newsletter. 

“Thunder in the Valley” 

This past week I was looking through a book I had read almost 30 years ago. The book “Thunder in the Valley” is 

about the remarkable ministry of agricultural missionaries Doug and Evelyn Knapp who served in Tanzania in the 70’s 

and 80’s. For some reason I had not read the foreword written by Owen Cooper. His comments about how God had 

used this amazing couple to shed light in a dark part of the world seemed to me the very essence of agricultural mis-

sions. These are his worlds. 

“Agricultural missionaries know that if a person is hungry, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, is more palatable when He 

is served with bread from grain. They know that when a person is thirsty, Jesus Christ, the Living Water, is more ac-

ceptable when He is offered along with germ-free cool water. They know that a Heavenly Home can be better under-

stood and more eagerly sought when a family’s economic condition has improved to the point their own home is more 

than a hovel and has become a place of comfort and security”.. 

Don Blasingame 

Thunder in the Valley Edited by Robert O’Brien 

Broadman Press Nashville TN 1986 
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