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Pastor David 

      Zion’s       News 
Zion United Methodist Church         November—December 2021 

      A NEW SEASON BEFORE US 
 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
      under heaven…”(Ecclesiastes 3) 
 

     As we learn through the experience of life, and from the many different  

struggles and changes of many people in Scripture, we all go through many 

different seasons in our lifetime. I don’t believe there 

is anyone who would not want to find and stay in the 

seasons of joy, happiness, health, and prosperity. We also enjoy the season of youth, 

innocence, and times and events that fully re-energize us. However, as we have expe-

rienced, we do not always stay in those seasons that we enjoy, sadly we also experi-

ence those times of difficulty and trying seasons. Often these are the seasons that gen-

erate sadness, grief, mourning and chaos. Then there are the seasons of aging, and for-

mal education, and maturity. Yet through all of our seasons, we should find comfort 

and encouragement to know that Christ has not abandoned us, and through our faith 

and through experience we find Christ is with us through the good and bad. 

For some families in our congregation, they are experiencing personal losses of 

family and friends. This is also a case for my own family. Yet, through the love, sup-

port, kindness, and generosity of others, especially within our own church family, we 

can recognize and appreciate how God is still with us through it all. The loving em-

braces, cards, letters, calls, and other acts of thoughtfulness give us comfort. Julie and I thank everyone for 

your expressions of love and support. 

As we prepare to celebrate a new Christian year, which begins on the first Sunday of Advent, November 

28, as well as celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas Day, let us prepare with hope and excitement in our 

hearts. One particular area of hope is with the reduced cases of COVID-19. With a large number of people 

being vaccinated, the breakthrough cases on a downward trend, and the recent approval of vaccinations for 

children, there is great hope that this virus is finally being controlled. These are all signs of progress toward 

taming the effects of this deadly virus, and the signaling of more activities and events opening up again. 

We continue to see hope in the work of the Lord in our midst. The congregation is continuing to support 

the Food Closet ministry in a big way, donating over $9,000.00 the past 10 months. We are continuing to be 

in ministry with the children and families of the York County Head Start program. The congregation provided 

shoes for the children in July and we will have an opportunity to assist with some clothing during the Angel 

Tree ministry this season. Our teens are beginning to meet on Sunday evenings, between 5 and 7 pm, and we 

are discussing our PORT mission, as well as other mission opportunities. 

     It is also important for us to remember that in 2022, Zion will be cele-

brating its 200th Anniversary of proclaiming the good news of Jesus 

Christ to this community and beyond. While there are still some activities 

and ministries that we did in the past that are not currently being offered, 

there remains a good number of opportunities for us to worship God 

through our worship and through our service to one another and to our 

neighbors. While we may be going through a different season in our lives, 

one that we have never experienced before, it is still a season to give thanks and praise to God through Christ, 

and to continue to serve and love another. That season is always upon us. 

           Merry Christmas! 
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     In light of a particularly troubling year, you’re invited to 
seek signs of hope in the world around you this Advent sea-
son. This year’s theme is Signs of The Sacred. 

     As the Advent season arrives, we look forward to celebrat-
ing the birth of the Christ-child. Many struggles and crises 
from last year have continued into this year. Many people con-
tinue to ask themselves, “When will things get better?”. 

     This year’s theme 
encourages you to 
look for positive 
signs of improvement 
and healing. It pro-
vides a timely re-
minder that the 
smallest things in 
everyday life can sig-
nify change is com-
ing. 

Time to get a head start on your Christmas 

shopping!  The Bazaar Ladies were able to 

complete projects at home during the pan-

demic and over the last few weeks have been 

gathering to create some other crafts during 

their Tuesday workshops.   Items for sale will 

include:  Christmas decorations, crochet and 

knit accessories, baby gifts, and more!  Boutique and White Elephant items.  A bake 

sale with our homemade fruitcakes and clam chowder and hot dogs for lunch.  To-

Go orders are encouraged as there will be limited seating available.  

Church Bazaar 

Saturday, November 6 

9:00 am—2:00 pm 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE THIS SEASON 
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The ladies of the Bazaar are busily preparing for 

the baking of the fruitcakes as well as putting their 

finishing touches on the crafts for the Bazaar. Of 

course the gentlemen are a big part as well. 
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The youth of Zion are 

meeting again. They gather 

on Sunday evenings from 5-

7 pm and after devotions, 

there are many things be-

ing done and planned. One 

was the creation of Hallow-

een shirts, thanks to the 

inspiration and direction of 

Sherry Wornom. They all 

have fun!! 

Cammie & Doug Deliver the... 

The children of Zion received a special de-
livery of candy and other goodies for Hal-
loween, thanks to the Candy Caravan, driv-
en and directed by Cammie Butler and 
Doug Crockett. The children should have 
an especially sweet Halloween this year!! 
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Two Services Offered through 

Advent & Christmas  

Beginning November 28 we will be offering two 

worship services on Sunday morning;  8:30 am 

and 11:00 am.  The Healthy Church Team recom-

mended this as a trial basis through the holidays. 

Yorktown Chorale  
Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 5 
7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Services: 
11:00 pm Candlelight Worship 

Service in the Sanctuary 

Children’s Service 

We are planning a special Chil-
dren’s Christmas Eve service for 
children and their families. It will 
be at 5:30 pm on December 24. 

More information will be coming. 
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WORK CONTINUES IN 

SOCIAL HALL 

Thanks again to our volunteers who are help-

ing to put up the wood around the I-Beams. The work has been ongoing and much progress has 

been made. After removing the material that had originally been installed, the tongue and grove 

pine boards needed to be stained and prepped for installation. Katie Collins helped stain the trim, 

and then Jimmy Butler, Matt Burris, and Andrew Collins completed the stain of the other boards. 

On the next page, the hanging of the boards begins. We thank all who are helping with this project 

and we look forward to its completion! We have also received some help from Marshall Butler, of 

course this is after he finished his hike on the Appalachian Trail. The next stage will be the installa-

tion of the ceiling tile, new light fixtures, and a fresh coat of paint. 

 

In the above pictures are Jimmy Butler, Andrew 

Collins, and Matt Burris staining the wood be-

fore it goes on the beam. All of the boards were 

then laid out to dry. 

 

On the left, Andrew and Jimmy are beginning 

to nail the new boards onto the beams. 
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Marshall Butler also joined in to offer 

his help with the wood installation. 

Another person who has been instru-

mental in this project is Darrell Ruth-

erford. In the photos above he is rip-

ping some of the 16-foot boards for of 

the beam.  His talents allow him to 

cut the 16-foot boards in one precision 

pass through the saw. 

Also, Harry Gary and his son have 

been installing the new wiring and 

junction boxes for the light fixtures 

and new switches. It has truly been a 

family event. 
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REMEMBER COATS ARE ALWAYS ACCEPTED AT ZION 

The fall season is coming and winter is on its heels. Please remem-

ber that our coat collection box is always available to receive un-

used coats. As you begin to bring out next season’s clothing, re-

member that we can always accept those coats you are no longer 

wearing. 

          Henry Fork Mitten Tree Project  
 

     Changes once again in this year’s Mitten Tree 

Project for Henry Fork Service Center.  The Center 

asks that ONLY monetary donations be sent in-

stead of gloves, hats, and mittens, etc.  They still 

have some items from last year and due to the de-

crease in number of children serviced, will not need 

more at this time.  Please send your monetary do-

nation to Zion by December 13, marking it for the Center. 

Items that we have collected from this past year will be given to THRIVE ministry for 

children in the local communities. 

     Thank you from Zion UMW 

This year the staff at Head Start is requesting clothes for 

the students in the York County Head Start program. 

Tags will be placed on the tree in the Commons by No-

vember 7. The tags will include a variety of sizes for 

both boys and girls, and will be items including shirts, 

pants, coats, socks and/or underwear.  Please place 

your item with the tags attached by December 10. A 

“Sign-up Genius” will also be created to help make it 

easier for all. 

2021 Angel Tree for York County Head Start 
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Our Marshall Butler 

Completes His Hike! 

While many people will stand at the entrance to the Appalachian Trail, as 

Marshall and his friend James Gatens are doing in the photo above, just over 

1,200 hikers have actually completed that goal, including Marshall, who was 

the 1,209th person to complete it. 

Beginning his journey on March 28, Marshall was dedicated to completing 

the hike at one time, so he left his job at the shipyard and began. People 

from church, his work, and close friends all encouraged Marshall to complete 

this challenge while he was young out of concern that as he grew older he 

would be involved in a relationship, and then a family, and other responsibili-

ties he would encounter that would prevent him from completing his goal. 

His interest for hiking began when he was in Boy 

Scout Troop 123, where he had advanced to the 

rank of Eagle. As he began, his backpack weighed 

only 43 pounds. But after the first 200 miles he de-

cided that was too heavy so he dropped off 15 

pounds of items to a more ideal backpack weight. 

“For the first few hundred miles, my knees were 

really hurting,” Marshall said, “but then I developed 

more strength in my legs to the point the hiking 

wasn’t hurting my knees at all.” 

Reaching the 100-mile mark 

in North Carolina 

The first snow — April 

Some of the hikers he 

met along the trail. 



10 

 

He thoroughly enjoyed meeting the many different hikers along the trail 

and said the views are breath-taking. The Trail Magic experiences he 

looked forward to, and Trail Angels were simply that during his long 

journey. The greatest challenge was the change in terrain, going from 

paths to the ups and downs on the rocks of the hillsides and mountains. 

“Whenever I would experience some hardships on the trail, I would 

pause, reflect on my experience and lift up my prayers and look out over 

the view before me. That 

made this journey possible.” 

When summiting Mt. Washington at 6,200 feet, it was 40 degrees with 

70 mph winds. 

End of the Trail—2,193 miles! 

Baxter Peak, Maine 

Jimmy & Cammie Travel to 

New York for family time!!! 
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 CHURCH YARD SALE RESULTS 

     Thank you to everyone who donated items, 

purchased items, set-up, and worked the day of 

the sale.  Approximately $1,600.00 was raised 

from this event.  The Bazaar Ladies have designat-

ed this between UMCOR and the York County 

Food Closet. 

A simple thank you seems inadequate for how 

full my heart is.  All of your texts, calls, prayers, 

cards, and help during my illness have lifted my 

spirits through some pretty dark days!  But I 

know no other words than thank you, thank 

you, thank you.   

     God Bless!

           Jessie Raymer 

Thank you for the prayers, cards, texts, and goodies following my surgery 

in August.  I was blessed with and am very grateful for an easy recovery.  

Special thanks to Norma Ahner, Doug Crockett, Elsie Henley, and Nancy 

Thompson for helping in the church office for several weeks during my 

recovery.        Peace and Love to all! 

               Sherry Wornom 

Thank you for all of your cards, letters, and kind words of condolences 

in the loss of our son-in-law, David Foster. April, Jackson, Cole, Julie 

and myself are overwhelmed in the amount of love and care that our 

church family is giving us. Each prayer, each card, each warm embrace 

is another sign of the presence of Christ in the midst of our sorrow. We 

are blessed to be in such a loving and caring church family, and Julie 

and I cannot thank you enough. 

Blessings- Pastor David 



12 

 

Cemetery Clean-up:  All spring and summer flowers should 

be removed from Zion/Ballentine/Hornsby cemetery graves 

by Sunday, November 7th. Fall flowers already placed on 

graves can be left. Flags will be placed on veterans’ graves 

November 8th for Veteran’s Day. 

Ballentine Cemetery Deeds: the cemetery committee is up-

dating our records of families that have purchased burial 

plots in the Ballentine section of Zion cemetery. This is im-

portant to have on record with the committee when the 

need of a burial plot is requested if the deeds are not cur-

rently on file with Zion cemetery committee, please contact 

Zetie Damron or Chris Hopkins. A copy of the deed is all 

that is needed. 

The new Church Offering envelopes 

for 2022 will be available at the 

church beginning Sunday, December 

5th. You are also welcomed to come 

by during the week to pick up your 

pack. Thank you for your continued 

tithes and offerings. 

     Next year marks the 200th Anniversary of Zi-

on Methodist Episcopal Church, better known 

today as Zion United Methodist Church. Sever-

al people have already begun working on ways 

we can celebrate in the new year. If you would 

like to serve in some fashion, please contact the 

church office so your name can be added to the 

list. Let us praise God for the faithful growth of 

the church during these past 200 years, and let 

us pray for direction in faithful ways to celebrate. 

IT IS COMING SOON - 2022 
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Rewards Programs for Zion 
 

     Zion is continuing to see the benefits of being a part of the 
Kroger Community Rewards 
program and of Amazon Smile. 
So far we have received over 
$830 from Kroger Community Rewards, and $340 from Ama-
zonSmile.  Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute. To 

learn more about either of these programs, please contact the church office.  

November 
 

Nov. 3, 4, & 5—9 am Bazaar Set-up 

Nov. 6– 9 am—2 pm Church Bazaar 

Nov. 8– 6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

Nov. 15—6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

Nov. 17—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

Nov. 25—26 Church Office Closed 

   December 
 

Dec. 13—6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

Dec. 15—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

Dec. 21—7:00 pm The Longest Night Service 

Dec. 24—5:30 pm Christmas Eve service for 

   Children 

     11:00 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 27-29—Church Office Closed 

Please note that all activities are 

subject to change based on the 

recommendations from the Vir-

ginia Conference and Zion’s 

Healthy Church Team. 

The next Blood Drive at Zion will be held on 

Monday, January 24 from 1-6 pm. We are in 

need of several volunteers. If you can help for a 

couple of hours on that Monday, please contact 

the church office. It is great to be able to once 

again offer the space for this important service. 
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The Importance of Holiday Self Care 
     It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving is just one month 

away and Christmas is right behind at two months away. This 

year has moved quickly in many ways and dragged on in oth-

er ways. People without jobs or people who have lost loved 

ones most likely want this year to vanish. As a practicing RN 

in healthcare, the time flies; when you make a 6-month fol-

low up appointment for a patient and it seems so far off, the 

next thing you know the patient is back in the office to see us again. Really! 

     So let’s talk about ways to enjoy the Holidays and not stress out so much. If physical 

mobility is an issue, don’t try to stand for eight hours and prepare a smorgasbord. There are 

lots of good short cuts in cooking to make a meal special without wearing the host or host-

ess completely out. Maybe prepare one big item and have family members all bring some-

thing so that everyone feels helpful. The work of many hands puts less stress on one single 

person. Also when there are people who are diabetic or with food allergies, those guests 

may want to bring something themselves they can eat that the host would not normally pre-

pare. This way everyone gets to eat and stay well. Blood sugars can spike during the Holi-

days, so let’s all remember that if a person is diabetic they need to keep extra treats limited 

to a few here and there and not at every function. Enjoying the holidays is important and 

the love of Christ our Lord Savior should be the main focus, not just parties and gifts! 

     Lastly as we approach the cold weather Season, ice and snow and frigid temps can make 

a huge difference in our wellbeing. Winter is a time to stay hydrated and to keep our skin 

and mucous membranes moist. Don’t forget lotion on your 

skin after bathing and Chap Stick to keep your lips from chap-

ping and splitting open or peeling.  Use gloves for your hands 

when outside on cold days and when getting into the cold car 

in the mornings. When you are navigating to get to your car or 

any other outside duties, even the mailbox, pay extra attention 

to ice and snow if present to avoid slips or falls. Also if you 

are decorating, ladder falls can be a big risk as well. We see 

lots of fractures during the Christmas season due to outside 

decorating on ladders. Take your time and avoid unnecessary activities that are risky. Safe-

ty and positive choices will make for a wonderful healthy season of giving and receiving 

during these last two months of 2021. 

Blessings, 

Patty Capps, RN 
Editor’s Note: Cathy Garcia was always faithful in offering these timely 

health tips in our past newsletters. With her passing, Patty Capps and 

some of our other nurses, have agreed to continue this tradition. We are 

forever grateful to Cathy for her faithfulness and her love. 
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November  Birthdays 
 

Joanne Rohde  11/1 

Anne Conner  11/2 

Allen Pompei  11/2 

Richard Boyd  11/5 

Joyce Wilburn  11/5 

Patricia Capps  11/6 

Frank Ancarrow  11/7 

Matthew Greenwood 11/8 

Eleanor Simpson 11/8 

Sandra Phaneuf 11/9 

Carey Crockett  11/10 

Irena Collischan  11/11 

Gail Akers  11/12 

Lynn Allsbrook  11/12 

Cole Matthews  11/12 

Easton Matthews 11/12 

Miles Matthews  11/12 

Julie Kellum  11/12 

James Dillon  11/13 

Evangeline Ferguson 11/15 

John Moldovan  11/15 

Richard White Sr. 11/16 

Ronald German  11/19 

Peggy Smith  11/20 

John A. Moldovan 11/21 

Pete Parkerson  11/21 

Liz Blanton  11/22 

Corey Crockett  11/22 

Dustin Crockett  11/22 

Lewis Stratton  11/22 

Anne Gibson  11/24 

Thomas Scallorn 11/24 

John Ashley Sr.  11/27 

Lisa Elder  11/28 

Rick Hopson  11/29 

Chase Palen  11/29 

December Birthdays 
 

Evelyn Hartman  12/1 

Barbara Wornom 12/1 

Warren Hickmott 12/3 

Haley Thomas  12/4 

Vivian Canada  12/6 

Wray Emerson Jr. 12/9 

Sara Mills  12/9 

Hannah Stansberry 12/10 

Robert Hansford 12/11 

Jackson Moon  12/11 

William Moreland 12/11 

Richard Wornom 12/17 

Frances McLawhorn 12/19 

David Freeman  12/20 

Ashby Ahner  12/24 

Katie DeChristopher 12/27 

Austin Jones  12/27 

Pete Hargis  12/29 

Cindy Summerford 12/29 

Kyle Taylor  12/29 

If you do not see your birthday or anniversary 

listed throughout the year, please call the office or 

send an email to the church office at of-

fice@zionseaford.church so we can update our da-

tabase.    

Zion’s email addresses: 

Pastor David:  pastor@zionseaford.church; Office/Sherry:  office@zionseaford.church 

December Anniversaries 
 

Pete & Evelyn Hartman  12/8 

Pete & Debra Hargis  12/10 

Alex & Joan White  12/10 

John & Beverly Ashley Jr. 12/18 

Benjamin & Florence Rush Jr. 12/21 

November Anniversaries 
 

Barry & Kathy Kopczynski 11/17 

Corey & Caitlin Carden  11/21 

OUR WEEKLY COUNTERS! 

Nov.:  Susan Shaw & Warren Hickmott 

Dec.: Jessie Raymer & Bonnie Bennett 

Wi-Fi Access 

Connect to: Zion Guest 

Password: zion1822 
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Daylight Saving Time ends 

Sunday, November 7.  Don’t 

forget to set your clocks back 

one hour before going to bed 

on November 6! 


