
1 

 

Pastor David 

      Zion’s       News 
Zion United Methodist Church         September—October 2021 

                        SLOWER THAN WISHED 

“[Jesus] said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.’34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and 
said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me.’ (Mark 8:32-34) 

Over the months and years that the disciples followed Jesus, the Gospels 

record a number of times when the disciples become totally confused and ques-

tion Jesus. They question the meanings behind many of the parables Jesus told, 

they questioned why Jesus said some of the things he said, and they even ques-

tioned why he did some of the things he did. It is easy for any of us to become 

critical of the disciples, but what we should ask ourselves is whether or not we 

would have been any different? Would we have been patient to have watched 

and observed to learn or would we have questioned Jesus like the others? 

Would we have gotten frustrated at some point on this ministry journey and had 

walked away like many disciples did? Would we have become inpatient with 

Jesus for not showing us the full glory of God’s Kingdom when we thought he 

should and have demanded him to show us now all of Heaven’s glory? 

The answers to these questions is most likely, “YES!”. It reveals how our human tendencies are, set-

ting our minds on human things rather than divine things, as Jesus stated it. We are placing our own wants and 

desires ahead of Christ’s. This is not to be critical of anyone, it is just to help us recognize the importance of 

us to humble ourselves and to recall what Christ has done for us. It should also serve as a reminder that Christ 

remains a part of our faith journey each and every day. 

This same type of frustration and lack of full understanding can certainly apply to our current situation 

in the church. The limitations of church services and activities because of the continued threat of the COVID-

19 virus and its variants. I, for one, was expecting by this point of the year to be open with more and more ac-

tivities and functions of the church. But sadly, with more variants of the virus on the scene and a slow down in 

vaccinations, it has slowed everything down. It is times like this that I need to pause and be grateful for what 

we can do safely. We are continuing to offer weekly worship services, 

in-person and on Facebook and our website. We are continuing to make 

progress in the modifications of several areas of the church and we are 

continuing to hold Church Council, Finance, and Trustee meetings to 

keep the administrative work of the church functioning. We are also 

continuing to discuss our 200th Anniversary and making plans for how 

and when the celebrations will occur, and we are also seeking ways we 

can remain active in our mission ministries. 

      I need to take to heart what Jesus said to Peter and his disciples, to 

stop putting human things ahead of divine things. I need to continue to 

live into the faith and allow Christ to work in me and in us. When I take those words to heart and review what 

we are doing, then I feel we are blessed and I better realize we are making progress. My prayers are for us to 

remain faithfully strong and celebrate through our actions as faithful disciples. Blessings! 

2109 Seaford Road - Seaford, Virginia 23696    
 

Phone: 757-898-7417 



2 

 

Once again our VBS proved to be a tremendous suc-
cess. The children, the parents, and our volunteers all 
expressed gratitude for the church’s commitment to 
serving the children. We thank everyone who helped 
to reveal the Lord’s Glory! 
 

Tie-dye t-shirts are available in the commons. 
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From the food, to tie-dying 

the shirts, to games, exper-

iments, Bible lessons, and 

water adventures, every-

one seemed to truly enjoy 

themselves. This goes for 

the children and the volun-

teers. 
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     If you have thought that you would enjoy an opportunity to lead a class at church, we 

have an opportunity for you! We have needs are for both our children’s classes and our 

adult classes. Our desire is to have a number of people agree to serve in as leaders so that we 

can establish a schedule, allowing each leader/teacher to rotate. The rotation could be 

monthly, quarterly, or whatever each class finds will work best.  If you have an interest, or 

would like to learn more, please contact the church office. We will set up a time when all 

can meet and further outline exactly how this will work in the new year. 

Sunday School Teachers  Needed 

Before the children and volunteers 

came to our VBS, the sand was deliv-

ered and spread and the three large 

tents were erected. As the picture 

indicates to the left, Froggie had a 

supervisory view as the preparations 

were underway. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Megan Moore & Aubrey Wroten 

On Saturday, August 21, at 4:00 pm, marriage 

vows were exchanged here at Zion. The happy 

couple have had ties to the church over the years. 

Aubrey fondly remembers his time in Miss 

Frances’ class, and later with the youth and then 

Troop 123, where he earned his rank of  Eagle. 

Megan was also a  part of  the church but not 

quite as active as Aubrey. 

The couple will continue to reside here in Seaford. 
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      Thank you to everyone 

who shared the love of 

Christ and purchased shoes 

for the children in the York 

County Head Start program.  

A total of 60 pairs of shoes 

were collected and distribut-

ed to Head Start.  

WORK CONTINUES IN SOCIAL HALL 

Thanks again to the volunteers who are helping 

to put up the wood vainer on the I-Beams. The 

work has been ongoing and much progress has 

been made. Sadly, there has been a problem 

discovered in the type of wood purchased to 

cover the I-beams and it will need to be re-

placed. On the next page you can see where all 

of the ceiling tile has been removed in prepara-

tion for the new tiles to be installed.  Here Jim-

my Butler, Matt Burris and Pastor David are 

beginning the process. 
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200th Year Anniversary in 2022 

     We are only five months away from not only a 

new year, but also the 200th Anniversary of Zion 

Methodist Episcopal Church, better known today 

as Zion United Methodist Church. Several people 

have already expressed their desire to work with a steering committee to help with plan-

ning next year’s celebration. If you would like to serve in some fashion, please contact 

the church office so your name can be added. Once the steering committee meets, it will 

outline a number of groups that will need to be formed to develop plans for this historic 

celebration. Let us praise God for the faithful growth of the church during these past 200 

years, and let us pray for direction in faithful ways to celebrate. 

Andrew Collins, Jimmy Butler and Matt Burris complete the installation of the wood 

veneer siding and the view of the Social Hall is much different. Waiting for its next step. 

REMEMBER COATS ARE ALWAYS ACCEPTED 

The fall season is coming and winter is on its heels. Please remember 

that our coat collection box is always available to receive un-used coats. 

As you begin to bring out next season’s clothing, remember that we can 

always accept those coats you are no longer wearing. 
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Church Yard Sale September 18 

     A Church Yard Sale is being planned for Saturday, Sep-

tember 18th from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. We will be setting 

up on Sept. 15, 16, and 17 starting at 9:00 am if you can 

volunteer a few hours of your time to lend a hand.  If you 

have items you wish to donate please drop them off at the 

church during office hours.  

Dear Church Family, 

Many, many thanks for the outpouring of love and 

support offered during this very difficult time, since 

the loss of our dear son, Sammy. Thank you for the 

visits, calls, cards, food, flowers, and most of all your 

beautiful prayers! We will remain forever grateful 

for your kindness! With heartfelt love and blessings 

to you all!   

         Nancy & Jake Honeycutt 

GRANDCHILDREN BORN TO 

DARRELL RUTHERFORD 
It was an exciting time for Darrell’s family, as new life 

comes to the family. It occurred the last week in July 

and first week in August. One of Darrell’s daughters, 

Robin, gave birth to a baby girl, Penelope Rose Keliceck, 

on Thursday, July 29. She weighed in at 7 1/2 pounds. 

One week later, Thursday, August 5, another of his 

daughters, Mary, gave birth to a baby boy, Owen Fletch-

er Colort. He weighed 9 3/4 pounds.      Congratulations to Darrell and families!!! 
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Three HVAC Units Replaced 

A crane was called in to help hoist the three new 

HVAC compressors on the roof to replace the three 

that needed replacing. The three units were in-

stalled during the renovation in 2005 but needed 

replacing. Crews with Colonial Webb worked on 

the installation, which included Marcus Walker, 

Ramon Sarroca, Chad Smith, Darren Custas, and 

several others. The replacement units were part of 

the capital improvement project that continues at 

Zion. One of the units that was bad served the 

Commons, the other two served the ramp and sec-

ond floor. It is great to have cooler air again! 
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Rewards Programs for Zion 
 

     Zion is continuing to see the benefits of being a part of the 
Kroger Community Rewards 
program and of Amazon Smile. 
So far we have received over 
$680 from Kroger Community Rewards, and $250 from Ama-
zonSmile.  Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute. To 

learn more about either of these programs, please contact the church office.  

September 

Sept. 6—Church Office Closed 

Sept. 13– 6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

Sept. 14—5:30 pm Healthy Church Team  

Sept. 15—17 9:00 am Yard Sale Setup 

Sept. 18—8:00 am—1:00 pm Church Yard Sale 

Sept. 20—6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

Sept. 22—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

   October 

Oct. 11—6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

Oct. 18—6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

Oct. 20—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

      7:00 pm Charge Conference 

Oct. 27 & 28—9:00 am Baking Fruitcakes for Bazaar 

Oct. 29 & 30—6:00 pm Hallow’s Eve Celebration 

Please note that all activities are 

subject to change based on the 

recommendations for the Virginia 

Conference and Zion’s Healthy 

Church Team. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 

Our prayers are with our students, teachers, school 

administrators, and parents as it is Back-to-School 

time. May God’s blessings remain with all this 

school year, for health, good grades, and fun! 

Church Bazaar 

Saturday, November 6, 2021 

9:00 am—2:00 pm 
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     I hope this finds you relaxing and reliving the beautiful memories you created this summer. 

I am hearing the crickets practicing their songs to welcome fall as the cicadas begin to sing 

their goodbye to summer. 

     I wish we were not still in a battle against COVID-19. It 

breaks my heart to see the number of cases on the rise again. 

I find myself feeling overwhelmed when I hear the statistics 

of new cases. I have to tell myself to take a deep breath and 

know God is in control and none of this is a surprise to Him. 

I find peace in saying Psalm 46:1 "God is our Refuge and 

Strength, very present help in times of trouble" 

     I wanted to take this time to say please be sure the infor-

mation you are receiving regarding COVID-19 is from a 

trusted source. There are professional appearing news re-

ports, posts and articles containing what looks like verified 

information, but the content is not true.   

There is evidence easily found that can support or oppose your view. Even within my own 

family we have a difference of our views on the vaccination. As Hamlet so profoundly said "to 

be or not to be that is the question" (Wow, Shakespeare was ahead of his time) This is a very 

individual choice. One not made lightly. I urge you to speak with you Primary Care Doctor re-

garding the correct choice for your health. It is important to remember that there are people 

whose doctor has advised them not to get the vaccine due to preexisting conditions. It is im-

portant that we are sensitive to those who may not share our views. 

     There are also varying opinions regarding wearing of masks. At Zion, we are following the 

guidelines of the United Methodist Church to recommend masks be worn during worship ser-

vices. It is an ever evolving list of guidelines based on the CDC's recommendations. 

     It is important that we do all we can to stay healthy. I know I have shared these before but I 

will highlight again. Remember cold and flu season are just around the corner.   

• Wash your hands frequently using soap and water for at least 20 seconds. You can also use 

Hand Sanitizer with 60-95% alcohol(CDC recommendation). 

• Wear a mask - The mandates are ever changing; my doctor has recommended this to me. 

Please check with your doctor if you have questions. 

• Maintain recommended 6-feet Social Distancing. 

• Eat a healthy diet and drink plenty of water to stay hydrated. 

• Maintain a sleep schedule that provides at least 7-8 hour of sleep per night. 

• Spend time outdoors. Take a walk, sit in a chair and just enjoy nature. (This is not only 

good for your body but also your spirit.) 

• Talk with you doctor regarding receiving the Flu vaccine. (They will be available soon.) 

• If you have symptoms seek medical care for testing and treatment.  

     I look forward to when we can say "remember when we had to wear masks..." I pray you 

and your family will stay healthy and safe. May God bless you. 

 

            Till next time, 

                   Cathy 
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September Birthdays 
 

Chris Wolfe  9/3 

Marie Ashley  9/4 

Tanner Stippich  9/4 

Ian Gordon  9/5 

Christopher Henley 9/5 

Ellen Rhinehart  9/6 

Edwin Shaw Jr.  9/7 

Darlene Stephenson 9/9 

James Butler  9/10 

Amy Greenwood 9/11 

Eric Ancarrow  9/14 

Scott Dayton  9/14 

Norma Ahner  9/15 

Bruce Capps  9/18 

Belinda Humphrey 9/18 

Kelly Dayton  9/19 

Elsie Henley  9/20 

Dalton Mason  9/20 

Wendy McAdams 9/20 

Barbara Hopson 9/21 

Martha Simonnet 9/21 

Chip Thomas  9/21 

Julie Magruder  9/22 

Rick Thompson  9/23 

James Williamson 9/23 

Jerry Knutson  9/25 

David Patterson  9/25 

Lawrence Stippich 9/25 

Norman Rush Sr. 9/26 

Larry Shaw  9/27 

Howard Smoot Jr. 9/27 

Hedrick Gillikin  9/30 

Anna Hopkins  9/30 

Betty Parkerson  9/30 

October  Birthdays 
 

Elizabeth Armistead 10/1 

Lorene Berry  10/1 

Roland Harris Jr. 10/2 

Donald Shields  10/2 

Carleton Forrest 10/4 

Margaret Thomas 10/4 

Olivia Collins  10/6 

Viola Collins  10/6 

Joan Quass  10/7 

Judith Castagnola 10/8 

Nancy Clark  10/8 

Samuel Honeycutt 10/11 

Ronald Bowler  10/12 

April Foster  10/12 

Julia Thompson  10/14 

Kathy Kopczynski 10/19 

John Pack Sr.  10/19 

Greg Simonnet  10/19 

Nancy Thompson 10/19 

Dee Dee Matthews 10/20 

Christopher Crockett 10/22 

Christopher Patterson 10/22 

Anthony Prata  10/23 

Betsy Rowe  10/24 

Vivian Smoot  10/26 

Logan Goon  10/27 

Jessie Raymer  10/29 

Nellie Teagle  10/29 

Nicholas Crockett 10/30 

John Pack Jr.  10/31 

If you do not see your birthday or anniversary listed throughout the year, please 

call the office or send an email to the church office at office@zionseaford.church 

so we can update our database.    

Zion’s email addresses: 

Pastor David:  pastor@zionseaford.church; Office/Sherry:  office@zionseaford.church 

October Anniversaries 
 

James & Samantha Grimmett 10/6 

David & Julie Magruder  10/6 

James & Cammie Butler  10/7 

Charles & Frances Meissner 10/9 

David & Amara Ancarrow 10/12 

Matthew & Carrie Burris  10/13 

Greg & Cathy Garcia  10/15 

William & Sharon Crockett 10/24 

Matthew & Shawna Needy 10/24 

Miranda & Austin Moon  10/27 

James & Amy Greenwood 10/30 

September Anniversaries 
 

Dave & April Foster  9/2 

Bruce & Patricia Capps  9/6 

Larry & Debbie Shaw  9/13 

Andrew & Katie Collins  9/17 

Jeff & Kathryn Moore  9/18 

Chip & Marie Rowley  9/22 

Joseph & Joanne Rohde 9/28 

Jeff & Nancy Verry  9/29 

OUR WEEKLY COUNTERS! 

Sept.:  Jessie Raymer & Bonnie Bennett 

Oct.: Leona Knutson & Chris Wolfe  

Wi-Fi Access 

Connect to: Zion Guest 

Password: zion1822 
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Zion’s Staff 
Pastor: Rev. David Magruder;  

Administrative Assistant: Sherry Wornom, Accompanist: Tara Thomas 

757-898-7417, Fax: 757-898-9226  Email: office@zionseaford.church   

Website: www.zionseaford.church / Like us on Facebook 

Hallow’s Eve Celebration 

October 29 & 30 

Mark you Calendars! 


