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Pastor David 

      Zion’s       News 
Zion United Methodist Church         May—June 2021 

 LET US PRAISE GOD TOGETHER 
“When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; 
as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has become of him.” (Ezekiel 32:1 NRSV) 

     We are about to open in-person worship again, but with limitations. It is im-

portant for us not to be impatient like the Israelites who built a golden calf to worship because of Moses’ delay 

in coming down from the mountaintop. We need to remain faithful and continue to 

praise God together, at least in spirit. As we all know, it has been a year since we 

began worshipping and fellowshipping in a completely different style and manner. 

No in-person worship, no gathering at the church for Sunday school or Wednesday 

night meals, no gathering in person for VBS and other Christian education opportu-

nities. It has been disheartening and truly challenging. 

Yet, in the midst of our discomfort and uncertainty, we find Christ remains 

active. To witness Christ’s activity, we had to think differently, we had to worship 

differently, and we had to be in fellowship with one another in a different manner 

than we had before. Since the pandemic began, we have continued to offer worship 

services online and through Facebook. We have mailed sermons and bulletins to those who are not able to join 

the church on a computer, smart phone, or some other electronic device. We have offered a Staycation Bible 

Adventure for children and their families to remain in the Word of God. We have been offering weekly Bible 

studies for children and young families thanks to the volunteers in our Children’s Ministry Team. Also, two 

families have joined the church and we have had two baptisms. 

Each month we have continued to hold Finance, Trustee, and Church Council meetings in order to con-

duct the business of the church. We held a Charge Conference and approved the refinancing of our mortgage 

for a lower interest rate as well as borrowing money to purchase the Wornom property beside the church and 

have funds available to complete the updating projects in several areas of the church. This work is being done 

in time for the our 200th Anniversary next year. 

In addition, some of the key committee chair people have been meeting weekly to review the Confer-

ence COVID guidelines as well as discuss the operations of the church. These leaders have offered valuable 

input and direction that has kept the church office open and has addressed many 

weekly and monthly issues that need attention. Our Healthy Church Team has 

met to discuss ways to gather together again when allowed, and how that will 

work. Collectively, we have been remaining committed to offering worship op-

portunities while also reaching out to one another through telephone calls, cards, 

letters, and other means to be in a safe fellowship. 

     And now we are working toward a new opening in June. While there will re-

main certain restrictions, we can gather to at least worship as we prepare for the 

next steps toward more complete gatherings as faithful disciples. 

Zion United Methodist Church continues to be a place of faithful members and full of opportunities to 

serve our Risen Lord in many EXCITING, AWESOME, and FAITHFUL ministries, even if it is in a new 

form.                                             May the Peace of Christ be with You! 

2109 Seaford Road - Seaford, Virginia 23696    
 

Phone: 757-898-7417 
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Drive Thru Mission Sunday  

Food Drive 

May 23rd — 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

     The Healthy Church Team  is planning to begin in

-person worship on Sunday, June 6. There will be 

one service offered at 10:00 am. Under the current 

guidelines of the Virginia Conference certain re-

strictions will remain in place. We will be asking 

people to call ahead to share with us plans for at-

tending because we will be limited to 62 people in 

the sanctuary in order to maintain proper social dis-

tancing. When you arrive, you will be expected to 

wear a mask throughout the service and keep it on 

until you are outside of the building. Singing will be 

allowed, but masks must remain on your face.  

     There will NOT be any food or beverages available for snacking. The in-person worship 

is for worship experience only and there will be NO Sunday school classes meeting in the 

church until further notice. 

     If you would like to help in preparing for the opening, please contact the church office 

so we can sign you up. We need some people to help clean the pews with soap oil which 

will help clean and restore the wood. We will also need volunteers to assist with welcom-

ing people as they enter the building on Sunday’s and to guide them to their seats. Please 

call the church office if you can help in one of these areas. 

           To help our neighbors in need  
        through the York County Food Closet, 
        we will hold a Drive-Thru Mission Sunday event 
on May 23rd. You are invited to drive thru the church parking lot between 
2 and 4 pm and drop off donations of non-perishable food items.  All do-
nations will be delivered to the Food Closet the following week. Items that 
are always needed are: cereal; peanut butter & jelly; canned veggies, 
fruit, and creamed soups; mashed potatoes; spaghetti noodles & sauce. 

OUTLINE FOR RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP CREATED 
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Saylor Elizabeth Stansberry 
Born: March 27, 2021 

Weight: 10lbs 3oz  
Length: 21 in 

Parents:  Hannah & Chris Stansberry 
Grandparents:  Lynne & Scott Hartman 

Great-grandparents:  
Pete & Evelyn Hartman 
Pete & Betty Parkerson  
Uncle:  Ethan Hartman 

Andrew & Katie Collins 
Owen Keller, Olivia & Viola Collins 

Joined: March 7, 2021 

Andrew was also baptized 

Contact Info:418 Shirley Rd, Seaford 

Katie: 757-593-1011 

kcjkeller@yahoo.com 

Andrew: 757-880-0390 

a.c.collins0220@gmail.com 

Tyler Goon, Erica Davenport-Goon 
Charlotte & Logan Goon 

Joined: April 11, 2021 

Logan was also baptized 

Contact Info: 101 Sir John Way, Seaford 

Erica: 757-870-0098 

ericadgoon@gmail.com 

Tyler:  757-985-0852 

tdgoon@yahoo.com 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 
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Commons’ Committee And Their Painting! 

As part of the building improvement plan of the Church, the Commons’ Committee has 

been busy painting, ordering new furniture and redesigning the layout in the Commons. The 

members of the Committee have painted the walls and trim, hung the new cross and mural, 

and are looking forward to hanging the other items on the walls in order to complete the 

project. Thanks to Kathy & Jeff Moore, Beth & David Tyree, Ben & Flo Rush, Monty Mills & 

Kelly Dayton who helped in the painting.  
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Directional signs (top middle) have been created from the hymn number 

racks that used to hang in the sanctuary. They will be installed next to the 

elevator. Above is the new mural and two of the new chairs for the Com-

mons. The other furniture should arrive next month. 

Monty Mills used 

some of the wood 

that was taken down 

in the sanctuary to 

create the new cross 

above that hangs in 

the Commons. 
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The Social Hall is also being modified. The ceiling tiles 

that once covered the steel I-beams have been removed 

in order for a wood façade to be added. After the wood 

is added, a new drop ceiling, new tiles, and new LED 

lights will be installed. The picture above shows all three 

I-beams exposed and the picture to the right is a close up 

of one of the beams and the second floor girders. 

EASTER BAGS DELIVERED 

Once again the Children’s Ministry Team put to-

gether and distributed special goody-bags and gifts 

to the children of Zion. Thanks to Doug and Cam-

mie who made sure the delivery to the children was 

successful. 

SOCIAL HALL RECEIVING FACE-LIFT 
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Have You Received Your COVID Vaccine? 

     To help the Healthy Church Team (HCT) in its further planning, we 

are asking for those who have been vaccinated to contact the church of-

fice so we can keep a count of the numbers who have gotten their shots. 

We are trying to track a percentage of those who attend church and who 

are vaccinated in order to better establish safe guidelines for a return. 

NEW SOAP DISPENSERS BEING INSTALLED 

200th Year Anniversary in 2022 

     We are only eight months away from not only 

a new year, but also the anniversary of Zion 

Methodist Episcopal Church, better known today 

as Zion United Methodist Church. Several people 

have already expressed their desire to work with a steering committee to help with plan-

ning next year’s celebration. If you would like to serve in some fashion, please contact 

the church office so your name can be added. Once the steering committee meets, it will 

outline a number of groups that will need to be formed to develop plans for this historic 

celebration. Let us praise God for the faithful growth of the church during these past 

200 years, and let us pray for direction in faithful ways to celebrate. 

     Thanks to Warren Hickmott and Monty Mills, 

we now have new automatic soap dispensers in the 

restrooms on the first floor. As a part of the 

Healthy Church 

Team, Zetie Damron 

was able to acquire 

the proper type of dis-

pensers and soap for 

each restroom. Now 

the installation has 

begun. In addition, 

there will be two free-

standing sanitizing 

stations located on the 

first floor for people to 

utilize.  
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YOUTH HELP WITH COMMUNION 

     In an effort to remain connected with the con-

gregation, some of our youth have volunteered to 

help offer communion to members who come to the 

drive-thru at the church. This is just one way our 

youth are remaining active at the church.  Our 

youth are also discuss-

ing ideas of other activi-

ties they can get in-

volved in during the 

summer. So for our 

youth, stay tuned! 

Pictured are Haley Thomas 

and Owen Keller 

STATIONS-OF-THE-CROSS REVISITED 
Last year we created a drive-thru Stations-of-the-Cross for Holy Week to provide a resource of spir-

itual formation to the community due to the COVID restrictions. We did not think, however, that we 

would need to set it up again in 2021. But because of the continued restrictions, we once again set 

up the stations-of-the- cross in the parking lot. Thanks to Warren Hickmott and Monty Mills, who 

had the pleasure of creating the drive-thru last year, who were able to put together all of the items 

once again, were able to install each station. The stations did 

have to come down earlier than we anticipated due to storms 

that rolled through the area at the end of Holy Week. 
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Virginia Annual Conference 2021 

June 17-19 
     Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, together with the Annual Confer-
ence Planning Team, have announced that the 2021 Virginia 
Annual Conference will once again be a virtual event held 
June 18-19. 
     Business of the Annual Conference will be limited, due to 
economic constraints, and will be handled only on Friday, 
June 18. Information on worship services and time for district
-based service opportunities to be conducted on Saturday, 
June 19, will be published at a later date. 
     Bishop Lewis shared the Scripture for this year’s theme, 
John 17, which describes Jesus praying for himself, his disci-
ples, and for all believers. “This Scripture shares the im-
portance of us being One,” says Bishop Lewis. 

Community Cans & Kit 

Collections 
 

     Each church is invited to collect non-

perishable food items, and create hy-

giene kits and school kits for local minis-

tries. The cans and the kits will be 

dropped off at designated sites on each 

district. 

    The drop-off times will be 2-4 pm on 

Saturday, June 19, 2021. All of the cans and kits collected will stay locally to help support local 

ministry partners in each area. Each district has a Mission Coordinator who will be heading a 

planning team, and Pastor David is the Coordinator with for York River District and is being assist-

ed by Sherry Wornom and Jeff Moore and Phyllis Earley. 

We would normally have UMCOR kit 

plans already released to the congrega-

tion so everyone could purchase the sup-

plies and later set dates of when the kits 

would be put together. This year, howev-

er, UMCOR will not be able to accept the kits because of the limited number of volunteer hours 

they have been able to have due to COVID restrictions. They will accept donations to go toward 

the purchase of items for kits, but ask everyone to continue to be in prayer for the easing of the 

pandemic and the return to more volunteers.  This ministry continues to reach out to areas 

struck by disasters to assist in whatever manner possible. 
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Jeff Moore and Pastor David took a quick trip through Virginia in March to pick up some of the remaining kits 

from 2020 to delivery to Mission Central in Pennsylvania.  After loading kits from the Eastern Shore and parts 

of the York River District, they stopped in Petersburg, at the James River District, then Farmville and finally 

Roanoke before heading north. Pictured with Jeff and David are Tish Borden, James River District Administra-

tive Assistant, and Rev. Susie Thomas from 

Farmville, and the staff at Mission Central. 

2020 CONFERENCE KITS DELIVERY 
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Direct Link to our Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/ZionSeafordVA 

A Facebook account is NOT needed to visit our page 

The Upper Room and Daily Bread devotions are 

available at the church.  If you would like us to 

mail you one please contact the church office 

and we will be glad to get them to you.  

Jimmy Dillon—News from the Trail 

Our Jimmy Dillon headed to Georgia to continue his journey on the Appalachian Trail on 

March 15, and to continue to raise awareness and support of UMCOR and its Kits Ministry. 

This time, however, he had to dodge serious storms and tornadoes, and try to recover from a 

slip and fall that created pain in his knees. In spite of the shortened trip, he was able to meet 

with a film crew from UMCOR for an interview and a recording of his journey. You can go to 

UMCOR’s website and see an entire article on Jimmy’s hiking ministry.  

Thanks Jimmy for being a faithful and loyal servant to our Lord, Jesus Christ! Our prayers re-

main with you with each step. 
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8 Drive-thru 
Communions 

Prayer 
Services 

34 24 

Live or Recorded 
Worship Services 

52 

God’s Wonder Kids  
Weekly Lessons Deep Blue Sunday 

School Lessons 

Drive-Thru Mission 
 Sundays 

Drive-Thru Nativity 
& Stations of the Cross 

2 

+ 

58 = Weekly Family Bible Educa-
tional Lessons & Activities 

& 2 

66 

Ministry Over These 

Past 59 Weeks 
Since the pandemic, the ministries at Zion have tak-

en an expanded approach. In addition to our bi-

monthly newsletter, we send out weekly bulletins and 

sermons, quarterly Sunday School materials to chil-

dren and their parents (as shown in the picture to the 

right) and several other ministries are listed below: 
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Like a puzzle, piece by piece, let us 
share the gifts of God’s strength 
and love. Donations of puzzles are 
accepted, enjoyed by little kids and kids-at-heart.  Then help yourself to a new puzzle 
left on the swap table.  

Exciting News!!! 

2021 VBS is being planned for 
July 27-29! 

This will be in-person! 

Stay Tuned—More News to 
come!! 

Zion Puzzle Swap 

Friends, I wish to thank you for your prayers, cards, and 
phone calls following my recent hip joint replacement 
surgery.  All went very well for my out-patient procedure, 
and I am recovering in an unexpected short time. I feel 
so very blessed in every facet of life. 
 

May God bless you, Jerry Knutson 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

If you would like to offer to help with the weeding around 

the church, and other light yardwork, please contact the 

church office to sign up. We are hoping that there will be a 

number of volunteers so that a calendar can be estab-

lished of the dates each volunteer is willing and able to 

help. This will allow many to do the work so that no one 

person will need to shoulder all of the responsibilities. 
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May 2—11am—12 noon—Drive-Thru Holy Communion 

May 10—6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

May 17– 6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

May 19– 6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

May 23– 2:00 pm—4:00 pm Drive Thru Mission Sunday 

May 31– Church Office closed for Memorial Day 

June 6—10 am In-person worship begins 

      11 am—Noon Drive Thru Communion 

June 14—6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

June 17—19 Virginia Annual Conference (Virtual) 

June 19—2-4 pm Cans & Kits Collections  

June 21—6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 23—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

Rewards Programs for Zion 
 

     Zion is once again seeing the benefits of being a part of the 
Kroger Community Rewards 
program and of Amazon Smile. 
So far we have received over 
$580 from Kroger Community Rewards, and $172 from Ama-
zonSmile.  Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute. If 

you need help in signing up for either of these programs please contact the church 
office.  

                         Holy Communion Available 

Drive-thru Communion will be available:  May 2nd and June 6 

from 11:00 am to Noon.  This service will continue each first Sun-

day of the month until further notice.  

             If you have not been receiving our emails, 

                  please send us  your email address and we  

       will assure your contact information is added 

        to the list for communications from the Church. 

Remember the office is open 
Monday - Friday from 8:30 to 
4:30 if you would like to stop 
by, bring your offering, pick up 
a bulletin or devotional, or 
visit the sanctuary for prayer. 
We do ask that everyone 
practice social distancing and 
wear a face covering. 
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May Birthdays 
 

Betty Fox  5/1 

Bill Gibson  5/2 

Cooper Simpson 5/2 

Cole Foster  5/3 

Beth Tyree  5/3 

Robert White  5/3 

Pamela Harrison 5/6 

William Wornom Jr. 5/7 

Elizabeth Greenwood 5/10 

Laura Pack  5/10 

Rebecca White  5/10 

Marshall Butler  5/13 

Stephanie Freeman 5/15 

Rebecca Golden 5/15 

Barbara Nickerson 5/15 

Robert Thompson 5/17 

Andrew Moon  5/20 

Maureen Cassada 5/21 

Ronald Bennett  5/22 

Geraline Snapp  5/22 

Sharon Dunn  5/23 

Matthew Needy  5/23 

Phillip Miller  5/26 

Matthew Burris  5/27 

Loretta Leonard  5/27 

Samantha Grimmett 5/28 

Katie Simonnet  5/28 

Nancy Forrest  5/29 

Jessica Weiss  5/29 

Anne Moffat  5/30 

Clark Nickerson  5/30 

Douglas Crockett 5/31 

Monty Mills  5/31 

Julie Thomas  5/31 

June Birthdays 
 

Nancy Verry  6/1 

Cammie Butler  6/2 

Seth Blanton  6/5 

Jaclyn Wilburn  6/6 

Catherine Westcott 6/7 

Jeannette Moldovan 6/8 

Benjamin Tyree  6/11 

Barbara Gillikin  6/13 

Austin Ancarrow 6/14 

Kelly Gdovic  6/14 

Joseph Prata  6/17 

Gwendolyn Appleton 6/18 

Madison Capps  6/18 

David Westcott  6/20 

Gary Poteat Jr.  6/21 

Bob James  6/22 

Albert Cote  6/23 

Barbara James  6/25 

Richard Gdovic  6/26 

Bonnie Bennett  6/27 

Mallory Wornom 6/28 

Brian Wroten  6/28 

Carson Burris  6/29 

Corey Carden  6/29 

Bob Morrow  6/29 

Miranda Moon  6/30 

If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary listed throughout the year, please call 

the office or send an email to the church 

office at office@zionseaford.church so we 

can update our database.    

Zion’s email addresses: 

Pastor David:  pastor@zionseaford.church; Office/Sherry:  office@zionseaford.church 

June Anniversaries 
 

Greg & Martha Simonnet 6/1 

Bob & Barbara James  6/8 

Chris & Beverly Palen  6/13 

James & Elizabeth Dillon 6/15 

Warren & Sondra Hickmott 6/16 

Dennis & Maureen Cassada 6/18 

Andrew & Carol Harrison 6/19 

Stacy & Ronald German  6/21 

Rick & Caroline Thompson 6/22 

Seth & Liz Blanton  6/25 

Nancy & Jake Honeycutt 6/28 

May Anniversaries 
 

Thomas & Virginia Foster 5/2 

George & Darlene Stephenson 5/4 

Thomas & Maria Scallorn 5/8 

Julie & Michael Mason  5/9 

Clarence & Carol Westcott 5/9 

Barbara & Rick Hopson  5/12 

William & Beverly Moreland 5/16 

Herman & Lorene Berry  5/25 

Richard & Mary Boyd  5/25 

Monty & Sara Mills  5/26 

David & Pam Turk  5/28 

Bill & Anne Gibson  5/29 

Lewis & Sam Stratton  5/30 

David & Beth Tyree  5/30 

OUR WEEKLY COUNTERS! 

May:  Susan Shaw & Warren Hickmott 

June:  Pat Binder & Maria Scallorn 

Wi-Fi Access 

Connect to: Zion Guest 

Password: zion1822 
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Zion’s Staff 
Pastor: Rev. David Magruder;  

Administrative Assistant: Sherry Wornom, Accompanist: Tara Thomas 

757-898-7417, Fax: 757-898-9226  Email: office@zionseaford.church   

Website: www.zionseaford.church / Like us on Facebook 

In-person 

Starting June 6 


