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Pastor David 

      Zion’s       News 
Zion United Methodist Church         March—April 2021 

           NOT QUITE YET! 

“Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which 
is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land…The Lord said to him, “This 
is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to 
your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 
(Deuteronomy 34:1&4) 

 

You may remember this saying, “If you want to make God laugh, go ahead and tell God your plans!” 

Often times we become comfortable in our daily routines, our occupations, our family life, and our station in 

life and think this is the normal we live. As our comfort level increases, we then develop plans for what our 

next steps will be. That relates to our occupations, our family life, and our station in life. When we do this, it 

quite often gets us into trouble, and then we should be able to hear God laughing. In last year’s newsletter, we 

were outlining activities, ministries, and events that we were preparing to become involved in over the course 

of the next few months. Then, the pandemic hit us, everything changed. 

While God is not laughing for the pain and hurt this has created, God has not abandoned us and is still 

able to work many wonders and miracles in a time like this. We just need to be patient and continue to be 

faithful in order for God’s glory to be revealed. I remind myself of this quite 

often. In the midst of this season of disappointment, of frustration, and of 

unsettledness, I have to pause, pray, and then listen. Listen to the quiet still 

voice of God in assuring me that faith will get us through it all. I feel in my 

heart the Holy Spirit offering comfort and peace in the midst of the stress. 

Then I marvel at the amount of ministry that we have accomplished this past 

year, how faithful you members are to Christ’s Church, and witness the mod-

ifications being made to the building in preparation for our return to in-

person worship. As these expenses mount, the faithful response of the congregation is offering additional fi-

nancial gifts to cover many of the expenses. I witness the gifts of the members being used to complete the 

work at hand, and the discovery of critical electrical and mechanical miscues that 

have been corrected and resolved. All of this demonstrates God’s work in our midst. 

But now we must exercise even more patience as we wait for the beginning 

of in-person worship again. The good news is that vaccines are being administered 

and some within our congregation have been vaccinated. But there still remain 

many who are not. So we must be patient and allow this process of returning to a 

normalcy continue. It reminds me of the Israelites in the wilderness as they ap-

proached the Promised Land. They got to the point to where they could see the land, 

but they could not immediately dash across the river and settle into the land. There 

was more spiritual growth needed. Even Moses, who had faithfully responded to 

God’s call of leading the people from Egypt to this point in the journey, would not 

cross into the land. After 40-years of travel, of praying, or speaking to God, and 

sharing the commands from God to the people, Moses was not able to cross into the 

Promised Land. We may think that is cruel and unfair, but God worked it out for 

Joshua to become the leader to take on that task. In time, God’s work was revealed, it is just a matter of time. 

Let us continue to pray for healing and for the vaccinees to be distributed. Let us continue to faithfully 

serve our communities in prayer, in service and in ministry.                            Blessings - 
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Sanctuary Modifications Completed! 

     The modification work that has been going 

on for the past five months has come to an end. 

Both sides of the chancel are now on one level, 

it is now covered with oak flooring, and new 

carpet is in the sanctuary. 

     The walls around the chancel area have a 

fresh coat of paint and wainscoting. The organ 

has been re-installed, up-dated electronic com-

ponents added, and the pipes cleaned and 

tuned. Also, new lights were added in the chan-

cel area to replace the two sets of flood lights. 

     Also, a fresh coat of paint has been added to 

the ramp hallway. Now the cleaning of the 

pews has begun to remove all of the dust. 

Again, we thank Barry Kopczynski, Darrell 

Rutherford, Jeff Moore, Warren Hickmott and 

Monty Mills, and the financial gifts members 

have made to make this project successful. 
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The oak flooring 

is installed, Dar-

rell has com-

pleted the wain-

scoting, the 

ramp hallway 

has been given a 

fresh coat of 

paint with a col-

orful accent 

wall, and even 

new light fix-

tures are in-

stalled in the 

sanctuary. 

Jeff Moore and 

Pastor David 

had help from 

Warren Hick-

mott and Monty 

Mills to build 

scaffolding and 

install the light 

fixtures. 

A team effort, 

and the result 

looks marvel-

ous! 
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Mark Thompson of 
Thompson Organ rein-
stalled the organ, 
cleaned all of the pipes 
and the racks in the 
pipe cabinet. 

Afterwards he and John 
placed them back into 
the cabinet and Mark 
tuned the pipes. This is 
the first time the pipes 
have been cleaned 
since installed in 1984. 
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The old carpet was removed - revealing the original hardwood flooring. 

New padding was installed before adding the new carpet. 
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BEFORE 

AFTER 
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ORIGINAL WOOD REVEALED 

     The photo on the right 

was taken in October of 

1951, just a few months 

after the church opened. By 

close examination you can 

see the organ is in the left 

loft and the choir chairs in 

the right. The altar area has 

two steps and the front of 

the chancel area is curved. 

     When the modifications 

were done, we found the 

original wood from that era. 

The rounded red-stained 

wood was part of the origi-

nal risers that are identified 

below. 

The curved areas that still 

have some red stain are 

part of the risers of the 

original church. 
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Thank you for Supporting  

“SHARE THE LOVE” 

Mission Sunday 

Through your faithful and loving response we 

collected the following supplies: 

Socks for the Homeless:  245 pairs 

School Supplies for Thrive: 100 notebooks & pa-

per; 14 packs of pens; 27 boxes of pencils; 15 packs 

of highlighters/dry erase markers; 14 packs of eras-

ers; 40 assorted packs of crayons, 

markers, colored pencils; 10 scissors; 8 

packs of index cards; and 15 packs of 

glue sticks. 

Supplies for Natasha House: 30 packs 

of toilet paper, paper towels, & tissues; 

50 bars of soaps, 25 toothbrushes, 25 

toothpastes, 20 feminine products, 22 

deodorants, 9 boxes of trash bags, 30 

hand sanitizers, 45 cleaning products, 

and 15 laundry detergent containers. 

Julie Magruder, Cammie Butler, Ha-

ley Thomas and Jeff Moore were part 

of the collection team. 
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Easter Sunday — April 4th  

While we catch our breath from the Christ-

mas Season, we do look ahead for the next 

big event in our faith journey. 

Easter will be early this year, and we are 

now preparing for that sacred Sunday.  We 

will share more in the coming days. 

There are plans now underway for an out-

door Sunrise Service at the Yorktown mon-

ument. This will be coordinated by the York 

County Ministers Group. 

 

SEASON OF LENT IS HERE 

Devotional material from the Society of  St. 

Andrew and the York County Ministers 

group are available at the church for pick 

up or we can mail them to you. Call to make 

the necessary arrangements to obtain these 

items.  

Drive-Thru Stations of the Cross 
March 29—April 2 

Our drive-thru Stations of the Cross will be open 

March 29 through April 2. Come by any time of day 

and take the self-guided journey through our parking 

lot.  There is a reflection and prayer to be read at 

each of the stations.  You can either read them or 

there will be a narration on our website that you can 

access by scanning the QR code at the entrance to 

the parking lot. 
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       Thanks to our Children’s Ministry Team, and 

our special delivery cupids, Cammie Butler and 

Doug Crockett, special Valentine’s gifts were deliv-

ered to the children of Zion. 

        Filled with candy, snacks, and a special gift, 

these cupids spent a Saturday in early February 

delivering the 55-plus gifts. 

     Thank you to Ms. Cammie and Mr. Doug for 

this special Valentine’s delivery. 

When will in-person worship resume? If you would like to offer your guess, for the benefit 

of the York County Food Closet, please play. For only $5, or five cans of food, you can reg-

ister your guess as to which Sunday Zion UMC will return to in-person worship. All money 

and food collected will go to the Food Closet. 
 

 

 

 

Simply fill out this form and return to the church office. We will announce the speculations 

the week after Easter, so get your guessing game hats on and play!  

VALENTINE’S DELIVERY FOR THE CHILDREN 

we have come up with a 

cute game to play, to help 

cheer us up! It’s called: 

The OPENING GAME? 

     April 4   May 16  June 27 

     April 11   May 23  July 4 

     April 18   May 30  July 11 

     April 25   June 6  July 18 

     May 2   June 13  July 25  

     May 9   June 20  Other: 
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Direct Link to our Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/ZionSeafordVA 

A Facebook account is NOT needed to visit our page 

The Upper Room and Daily Bread devotions are 

available at the church.  If you would like us to 

mail you one please contact the church office 

and we will be glad to get them to you.  

Jimmy Dillon—Back to the Trail With Company 

Our Jimmy Dillon is heading to the boarder of North and South Carolina on March 15, to 

begin another journey on the Appalachian Trail in an effort to raise awareness and support 

of UMCOR and its Kits Ministry. This time, however, he will meet up with a film crew from 

UMCOR. His faithful response to God’s calling in support of UMCOR has gained the attention 

of many people, including the staff at The United Methodist Committee of Relief (UMCOR). 

You can go to UMCOR’s website and see an entire article on Jimmy’s hiking ministry. Now 

they will join with him on a part of the trail to record a part of his journey. His journey this 

time will last through March 26. Follow Jimmy’s journey on his Facebook page, ”A Walk with 

Jesus, A Walk for UMCOR & Mission Central”. 

CONGRATULATIONS JIMMY. Thanks for being a faithful and loyal servant to our Lord, Jesus 

Christ! Our prayers remain with you with each step. 
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Benjamin Wallace Burns 
Born: February 20, 2021 

Weight: 7lbs 2oz.  
Length: 20.5 in. 

Parents:  Leslin & Mike Burns 
Grandparents:  Frances & Chuck Meissner 

Congratulations: 

Hannah Hartman 

& Chris Stansberry 

November 1, 2020 

Like a puzzle, piece by piece, let us come together in 
God’s image by sharing the gifts of strength and love. 

Donations of puzzles can be placed on the table in 
the Commons, any size enjoyed by little kids and 
kids-at-heart.  Also, help yourself to a new puzzle 

left for you to enjoy.  

Zion Puzzle Swap 
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March 8 –6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

March 14—Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 15– 6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

March 17—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

March 29-April 2– Drive-thru Stations of the Cross 

April 1-7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service (online) 

April 4– Easter Sunday 

April 12– 6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

April 19 - 6:30 pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

April 21—6:30 pm Church Council Meeting  

Rewards Programs for Zion 
 

     Zion is once again seeing the benefits of being a part of the 
Kroger Community Rewards 
program and of Amazon Smile. 
Thank you to everyone who 
continues to contribute. If you need help in signing up for either 
of these programs please contact the church office.  

                         Holy Communion Available 

Drive-thru Communion will be available:  March 7 & April 4 

from 11:00 am to Noon.  This service will continue each first 

Sunday of the month until we are back to in-person worship.  

STAYING CONNECTED 
Printed copies of the weekly bulletins and the sermon are 

available in the church office.  Please let the  church office 

know if you would like them mailed to you.   

            If you have not been receiving 

                       our emails, please send us 

             your email address and we will  

   assure you are on the list for communications from the Church. 

Remember the office is open 
Monday - Friday from 8:30 to 
4:30 if you would like to stop 
by, bring your offering, pick up 
a bulletin or devotional, or 
visit the sanctuary for prayer. 
We do ask that everyone 
practice social distancing and 
wear a face covering. 
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March Birthdays 
 

Edna DeChristopher 3/1 

Kaye Robertson  3/1 

Shawna Needy  3/2 

Stacy German  3/3 

Bradley Hooten  3/5 

Gibson Moon  3/5 

Elizabeth Robinson 3/5 

Sandra Hill  3/9 

Beverly Palen  3/11 

Patricia Binder  3/12 

Bonnie Llewellyn 3/14 

David Westcott Jr. 3/14 

Shawn Patterson 3/16 

Blake Simpson  3/16 

Michael Moore  3/17 

Rose Marie Hopkins 3/19 

Lawrence Stippich III 3/22 

Hanna Carson  3/25 

Elizabeth Dillon  3/26 

Kathryn Moore  3/28 

Joshua Humphrey 3/29 

Christopher Harrison Jr. 3/30 

Susan Shaw  3/30 

Kathy Shields  3/30 

Jackson Foster  3/31 

Bobby Golden Sr. 3/31 

April Birthdays 
 

Garner Knutson  4/1 

Barry Kopczynski 4/2 

Albert Jones  4/4 

Robbie Mills  4/4 

Wyatt Thomas  4/5 

Carol Harrison  4/7 

David Ancarrow  4/9 

Beverly Black  4/11 

Thomas Foster  4/11 

Benjamin Rush Jr. 4/12 

James Grimmett 4/13 

Scott Tyree  4/14 

James Greenwood 4/15 

Cynthia Taylor  4/16 

Joseph Gibbs  4/18 

Nancy Stippich  4/18 

Florence Rush  4/18 

Penny Drummond 4/20 

Herman Berry  4/21 

Grace Thompson 4/22 

Pamela Turk  4/22 

Gail Williamson  4/24 

John Beavers  4/26 

Christopher Harrison 4/26 

Lisa Miller  4/26 

Gerry Moore  4/26 

Olivia German  4/27 

Irene Damron  4/28 

If you do not see your birthday or anniver-

sary listed throughout the year, please call 

the office or send an email to the church 

office at office@zionseaford.church so we 

can update our database.    

Zion’s email addresses: 

Pastor David:  pastor@zionseaford.church; Office/Sherry:  office@zionseaford.church 

April Anniversaries 
 

Albert & Edna DeChristopher 4/17 

Donald & Phyllis Teel  4/17 

Kristina & John Beavers  4/23 

Hedrick & Barbara Gillikin 4/26 

March Anniversaries 
 

Charles & Sandra Phaneuf 3/22 

Glen & Joyce Adams  3/23 

David & Catherine Westcott 3/28 

Lyle & Chris Wolfe  3/30 

Ronald & Bonnie Bennett 3/31 

OUR WEEKLY COUNTERS! 

March:  Beverly Black & Kathy Shields 

April:  Leona Knutson & Chris Wolfe 

Wi-Fi Access 

Connect to: Zion Guest 

Password: zion1822 

Earth Day  

April 22nd 
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Zion’s Staff 
Pastor: Rev. David Magruder;  

Administrative Assistant: Sherry Wornom, Accompanist: Tara Thomas 

757-898-7417, Fax: 757-898-9226  Email: office@zionseaford.church  Website: www.zionseaford.church 

Daylight Saving       

Time Begins 

March 14th  

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks ahead 

by one hour! 


