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Pastor David 

      Zion’s       News 
Zion United Methodist Church         July - August  2020 

  ARE WE THERE YET? 
The Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israel-
ites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out 
into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly.” (Exodus 16:2-3 NRSV)  
 

This expression, this question, this voice of frustration and desperation has been 

coming from my mouth and my heart on many different occasions. Traveling on a family vacation as a child it 

was a constant question from us children to our parents, “Are we there yet?” The longer the trip, the more that 

inquiring voice turned from an innocent inquiry to a frustrating and winy 

tone and inflection. The most recent question is not pertaining to a dis-

tance in mileage, but a distance in time. “When are we going to be able to 

be back together with our in-person worship?” 

That is an excellent question and one that I myself have been explor-

ing and seeking an answer from the Bishop of the Annual Conference. 

Sadly, we still do not have an answer to the specific date. The safety of 

everyone remains the focus of the determination of how and when we are 

open again. 

Currently, the Virginia Conference is under stage 2 of our in-person 

worship schedule. Under this stage up to 50% of the seating capacity that 

meets social distancing is allowed, which for us would be a total of 60 people. These 60 people would be re-

quired to complete and have turned into the church office at least three-days before the worship a Health As-

sessment Form. Then each person attending would be required to wear a mask the entire time they are on the 

church campus, from the time they get out of their car until they return to their car. We would need a volun-

teer outside of each entrance door to assure that people have a mask on and have their name on the attendance 

with a completed Health Assessment Form. We would then need a volunteer inside each door to again assure 

that people keep their masks on and keep the social distancing until they are seated in the sanctuary. 

Once inside we would not be allowed to sing hymns or pass the peace or get any closer than 6-feet from 

one another. After the service people would need to leave while maintaining the social distance and not con-

gregate inside or outside of the building. To the Healthy Church Team, these are too restrictive guidelines that 

would create even more frustration and disappointment than already exists and therefore we are waiting for 

stage 3. We just do not know when that stage will begin. 

      As I reflect on my own frustration with this I recall the journey of the Israelites in the 

wilderness. It is easy for us to remember that narrative as a journey and what occurs before, 

during, and after their experience. We celebrate God’s liberating love and grace, we recog-

nize God’s presence with the people when they were feeling alone, and we praise God for 

the gifts that received at the end of their journey. This journey took the people 40 years. 

That fact just rolls off our tongues so easily and quickly. If we were part of that adventure, I 

am certain that we would have been joining the frustrating and angry voices of, “Why oh 

Lord did you bring us out here?” and “How long Lord is this going to take?” 

        As people of faith, let us recall this narrative and remember that God remains with us 

and that through our faithful patience, we will be blessed on the other side of this journey, 

whenever that may be. For the meantime, we will continue to offer regular communica-

tions, weekly prayer services, and weekly worship services.          Blessings to all in Christ! 
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Church Leadership Update 
     We are excited to announce that after much prayerful 

consideration and only a slight amount of arm twisting, 

Warren Hickmott has gra-

ciously agreed to serve as the 

Lay Leader for Zion. 

     Warren has read a lot of 

the material about the role 

and responsibilities of a Lay 

Leader and is ready to get to 

work on filling that position. Let’s continue to be in 

prayer and support of Warren and all of our leader-

ship at the church. 

SOUP KITCHEN RESUMES 
Zion has resumed serving the 
Soup Kitchen at Trinity UMC in 
Newport News on the third Sat-
urday of each month.  If anyone 
is interested in helping the Soup 
Kitchen Team please contact 
Doug Crockett or the church 
office.  

Shoe and Coat Drives Continue 
Reminder - the collection bin for shoes is 
located in the Commons and the collec-
tion box for coats is located in the Social 
Hall.  Over 300 

boxes of shoes have been donated to 
THRIVE and the Natasha House.  The 
coats are taken to the homeless in New-
port News. Thanks for your support. 
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Staycation  

Bible Adven-

ture Week 

July 13 - 17

Bible Fun for the Family! 

Safe at home! 

Videos will be uploaded daily at 

10:00 am to our Facebook page 

and website.   

Videos will Feature: 

Bible stories 
Activities 

Snacks 
Music 

and a few surprises! 

A packet of information along with a list of materials 

needed for each day will be available for download or can 

be picked up at the church, beginning Wednesday, July 8.  

Don’t forget to take pictures of your family’s Bible 
Adventure and share them with us! 

         Children Enjoyed Seeds from Church 

    Thanks to Carrie Burris’ charitable gift of flower seeds, we were able to send 

packets to our youth for them to plant and watch 

grow. An example of God’s work in progress. 
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THANKS FOR THE MASKS 

To the Zion Mask Makers - Thank you so much for the time 

and effort it took to make the wonderful masks that you 

sent to Mary Immaculate Hospital. We have had several 

groups in the community who have offered masks to us 

and you cannot believe how appreciated they were. Our 

staff enjoys coming in and picking one that makes their 

day a little more fun because of different fabrics and we 

like to offer one to people who have to be in the hospital 

who do not have a mask of their own.  You will never 

know what a gift these masks have been to our hospital. 

This is such a strange time here and your kindness makes 

it more bearable.  Please keep yourselves healthy!   

           With love - Gwen Appleton 

CHURCH UPKEEP CONTINUES! 

 

Even in the midst of a pandemic, in which wor-

ship services are held online only, and all other 

activities of the church are placed on hold, the 

upkeep to the church building continues. Thanks 

to Jerry Knutson, and Wendy and Barry Jones, 

who are keeping the landscaping pruned and 

weeded, the outside is looking grand! Also to 

Warren Hickmott, Monty Mills, Bland and Pastor 

David who were busy unclogging drains on the 

roof and running wires for additional security 

cameras. 
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Zion Part of Rewards Programs 
 

Zion is once again seeing the benefits of being a part of the 
Kroger Community Rewards program and of Amazon 
Smile. We received  $34 from Amazon for the first quarter of 
2020, and $104 from Kroger for the period of March through 
May. 
      Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute. If 
you need help in 
signing up for ei-

ther of these programs please contact the 
church office.  

Sunday, July 26 - Christmas in July   
       In keeping with our tradition of celebrating Christmas during the 

summer, we will be having our Christmas in July celebration on Sunday, 

July 26. Again this year we are asking for members of the congregation 

to assist in providing shoes for the children of Head Start. Just like last 

year, we are asking for gifts of tennis shoes for Head Start’s Shoe Closet. 

       Shoe sizes and gender are availa-

ble on our “Sign-up Genius” page 

which can be accessed from our 

website or Facebook page. All 

shoes need to be returned to the 

church by Friday, August 7. The 

shoes should not be wrapped and 

can be left under the Christmas 

Tree in the Commons. If you are unable to access Sign-up Genius, 

please call the church office to help you sign up.  

Christmas Celebration Meal 

Sunday school Class 222, our Young Adult class, is 

planning a pork and chicken BBQ lunch for the special 

Sunday of July 26. It will be curbside pickup only. Each 

meal will consist of BBQ, coleslaw, baked beans, wa-

termelon and a dessert. The class is asking for a love 

offering to cover the cost of the meal. Any extra mon-

ey received will go toward a church ministry. Pick-up 

time is between 12 noon and 1:30 pm. Call the church office to reserve your meal! 
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     Zion's United Methodist Women unit has been recognized for its 

continuous service to environmental causes since 2008.  In Genesis 

we find “…Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and 

over every living creature that moves on the ground…And to all--

everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant 

for food…” Humanity is the steward of God’s creatures and is not to 

exploit, waste, or despoil them but to care for them and use them in 

the service of God and humanity. 

The following organizations have sent certificates of appreciation: 

1.  National Wildlife Federation - protecting wildlife and wild places across America 

2.  World Wildlife Federation - increasing 

         wildlife conservation of water, habitats, 

         and environmental justice projects 

3. Audubon - protecting birds and places  

          they need to survive 

4.  Nature Conservancy - protecting incredi-
 ble and threatened places and spe-
 cies around the world (bees, polar 
 bears, the red fox, wetlands, deserts, 
 for example) 

5.  American Forests - replanting trees de-
 stroyed by fires 

6.  4ocean - actively cleaning the oceans, 
 rivers, and coastlines. 

 

You can create a wildlife-friendly backyard by following these five easy steps to attract birds, but-
terflies, and other wildlife  in your own yard: 

 1.  FOOD—use native plants and hang feeders 

 2.  WATER—needed for drinking and bathing 

 3.  COVER—provide shelter 

 4.  PLACES TO RAISE YOUNG 

 5.  SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES—maintain yard in natural ways 
 

There are also five easy things you can do to conserve energy and 
help curb climate change: 

 1.  Change the filter in your furnace or HVAC regularly. 

 2.  Do not place lamps near a thermostat. 

 3.  Combine car trips. 

 4.  Recycle aluminum cans, glass bottles, plastic, and paper. 

 5.  Reduce plastic and paper bag consumption by using recy-                                    
cled reusable bags (equals less waste in our landfills and oceans). 

          
  Joan E. Mills 

Zion United Methodist Women 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL…..2021 

July 12 - 16, 6:15 - 8:30 pm 
Following the outlines by the Virginia Conference and our 

school systems, we have decided to postpone our VBS for this 

summer until July of next year.  The theme will remain Con-

crete & Cranes!  

We have been busy building, painting, and planning for this 

big event, all of which is being stored safely until next year.  

We look forward to have an awesome VBS 2021! 

2021 
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       The Zion United Methodist Men are sponsoring a 2020 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP AWARD.  The scholarship assists de-

serving youth of Zion United Meth-

odist Church who are continuing 

their education by attending a col-

lege, university, or trade school. The 

scholarship(s) are presented annually to the youth who are active in the 

Church, and have actively participated in church related youth events. 

       Youth who would like to be considered for this scholarship fund, 

may get an application from the church office.   Applications for the 

2020 scholarships must be received by the ZUMM scholarship committee 

by August 3, 2020.                    George Stephenson 

   President, ZUMM 

ZUMM Youth Scholarship 

STAYING CONNECTED 
Printed copies of the weekly bulletins and the ser-

mon are available in the church office.  We can also 

mail you a copy of these items if you are unable to 

access them online or pick up.  Please let the church 

office know if you would like them mailed to you. 

The Upper Room and Daily Bread devotions are 

available at the church.  If you would like us to 

mail you one please contact the church office 

and we will be glad to get them to you.  

CONGRATULATIONS GRADS! 

We congratulate our 2020 high 

school graduates: 

Bradley Hooten 
to attend Thomas Nelson CC 

Caleb Needy 
to attend Virginia Tech 

Maggie Thompson 
to attend Radford University 
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We understand how awkward 

and different it is for members 

of the church not to be able to 

attend in-person worship at 

church. It is even more odd at 

times for the church staff to 

prepare the weekly services 

to put online. Here are just a 

few “behind the scene” pic-

tures of everyone working 

together to produce a Sun-

day worship service and a 

Wednesday night prayer ser-

vice. As you can see, it is an 

empty place. 

Behind the Scenes of Weekly Worship! 
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      The Finance Committee thanks everyone for their contin-

ued faithful giving to the church during this time we are apart. 

We continue to meet monthly via zoom and through May our 

giving level is doing well. Thank you for your tithes and of-

fering, and remember that you can mail your gifts, place them 

in the offering box outside of the church office or donate 

online. 

       The Payroll Protection Plan funds are helping with our 

payroll and we feel confident we will be able to qualify for a 

full forgiveness of the loan as we qualify for the money to be 

deemed a grant. We will know for certain when all of the paperwork is completed in July. 

        While we are keeping a close eye on our current financial situation, we are also beginning the process for 

preparing for the next budget year. We are meeting with the Trustees to outline a plan for addressing any pro-

jected large-expense items in the near future. In addition, we are looking ahead to 2020, which will be our 

200th Anniversary and assuring that our church campus will be at its best for the activities that are in early 

planning now. We recognize it is a constant balance act, but we are confident that God will continue to bless 

us and continue to guide us in ways that we can share our gifts with others as we faithfully grow in all of our 

ministries. Again, thank you for your continued faithful support. 

Blessings to all,  

Scott Dayton, Chairman Zion Finance Committee 

Cemetery Request 

The Cemetery Committee is looking for volunteers to assist in placing 

flags at the headstones of those veterans who are buried at Zion. If 

you would like to become a part of these volunteers, please contact 

Zetie Damron or the church office to be added to the list. 

Also, please remember, that the Cemetery Committee is always open 

to receive financial gifts to assist in the maintenance and repair of the 

cemetery. The Committee would also like to thank those who have 

offered gifts in the past. 

Flip Flop 
Season Has 
Arrived! 
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Dear Zion Family, 
Thank you for the prayer afghan and the 
UMC Book of Worship, they both will be 
well used for my ministry in Christians-
burg.  Also, thank you for your prayers, sup-
port and other gifts during my time here at 
Zion. I immediately felt like a part of the Zi-
on Family the first time I walked in the 
doors.  I'm looking forward to the time 
when we will see each other again. 

In Christ, 
Bland (or Clark or Grant) 

Happy Birthday Mr. Doug 

Several members of Zion worked together to cre-

ate a birthday parade the end of May to show 

their love for Doug Crockett in celebration of his 

birthday. Many of the children who Doug minis-

ters to were included in the parade. Some of the 

signs he received are included in the picture of 

this special guy in his unique birthday clothing! 

Bland & Mandy Newman 
1733 Lions Drive  

Christiansburg, VA 24073 
blandnewman@vaumc.org 

Just wanted to thank everyone for 

my birthday parade, it meant a lot 

to me.  To know how much you guys 

love and care for me.  God bless you 

all and thanks again.   

Love, Mr. Doug 
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Every Thursday, John Pandolf uses a part of his 

lunch break to stop by the church and water the 

plants on the third floor. He finds it not only important for the health of the plants, but also helps 

his mental health as he takes a break from the grind of working from home!  

PENTECOST SERVICE - IT WAS A BLAST!!! 
     It took a coordinated effort of all involved to have a con-

fetti cannon explode during the Pentecost worship service 

on May 31. The pictures show the aftermath! We have 

heard from a number of viewers that the explosion startled 

them and they tried to figure out how we did it. Thanks to 

Sherry and Bland’s assistance and coordination, the cannon 

went off at the right time and in the right direction. The 

good news - it 

has all been 

cleaned up! 

The Plant Man Waterith! 
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July 3rd - Church Office Closed 

July 13th - 17th - Staycation Bible Adventure Week  

July 13th - 6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

July 18th - Zion serving at the Soup Kitchen 

July 26th - Christmas in July online worship 

   BBQ Lunch pickup Noon to 1:30 pm 

Aug. 3rd - ZUMM Youth Scholarships Applications Due 

Aug. 7th - Deadline for Christmas in July Shoes 

Aug. 10th - 6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

Aug. 15th - Zion serving at the Soup Kitchen 

Aug. 17th - Deadline for September/October Newsletter 

Remember the office is open 

Monday - Friday from 8:30 to 

4:30 if you would like to stop 

by, bring your offering, pick up 

a bulletin or devotional, or 

visit the sanctuary for prayer. 

We do ask that everyone 

practice social distancing. 

It has come to our attention that Sherry’s name, and possibly the church's name, are being used 

to solicit money by asking people to purchase gift cards.  The message begins with 

such wording as " Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to 

handle discreetly. I am currently busy in a meeting now, no calls so just 

reply to my email."  

This is NOT the church nor Sherry’s request. We would not communicate 

in this fashion. These types of emails normally solicit gift cards and are 

from unknown scammers. If you ever receive a suspicious email or text 

message with the church's name or Sherry's name as the sender please call the church office to verify and do 

not respond to the message. 

Saturday, November 7th 
9 am - 2 pm 

 

Due to the pandemic the Bazaar Ladies have 
been unable to meet since March. HOWEVER, 
we are still planning to have our annual fall 
event, but are unsure at this time what that 

may look like. We have had several people drop off items for the White Elephant 
Sale, so if you are taking this time of being at home to clean out, please consider 
donated your items to the church.  Items can be dropped off during the week, 
please contact the church office before you arrive.  The ladies have recently given 
a gift in the amount of $500 to the York County Food Closet. 
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     Hello Summertime!  With the slower pace the COVID 19 precautions bring I have found 

myself spending more time in my yard. I hope you are enjoying this too. I think the lighten-

ing bugs are brighter than ever this year.  We are getting close to declaring a winner of the 

Great Tomato Race (in other words who has the first ripe tomato). I am glad my daughter 

Nancy did not enter as she is already picking handfuls of cherry tomatoes! It would be 

buckets full but my grandson Tanner is just tall enough to reach over the fence and help 

himself to a snack.   

     I know there is a constant stream of information regarding COVID 19 available to us. I 

am amazed at all I have learned over the last 4 months. The amount of research is mind 

boggling. I am praying a treatment and vaccine will be coming soon. I wanted to highlight 

some pertinent information from the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  

The CDC has identified four dimensions for decreasing the spread of COVID 19: 

 Distance to Others: The recommended distance from others remains 6 feet. Research has 

indicated maintaining this distance will decrease your chance of exposure to the virus. Pub-

lic places are making it simple by marking this distance for you. The CDC states that “the 

more closely you interact with others and the longer the interaction the higher the risk of 

COVID 19 spread” 

  Type of Activity: One of the ways the virus is spread is through the air. Activities such as singing, shouting 

and yelling produce a more forceful airflow giving the virus the ability to go further in the air. It is suggested 

we think about engaging in quieter activities such as board games and watching tv or movies. Outdoor activ-

ities such as gardening or bird watching are also recommended. 

  Outdoors versus Indoors: Outdoor activities while maintaining Social Distancing provide a reduced risk of 

COVID19 transmission versus being in a confined indoor space.  I know summer time is filled with family re-

unions and get togethers. Think about having events in the yard. Setting up tables and chairs to maintain the 

social distancing as well as a “traffic flow” around the food tables so people can freely move in one direction.  

Certainly not like last year but with creativity I think we will find new traditions beginning. Provide hand sani-

tizer stations so people can have easy access to using them. 

  Duration of Activity:  When it is necessary to be in contact with others the shorter the duration the less op-

portunity for transmission. By planning ahead for what needs to be done you can be more efficient. When 

shopping think before you enter the store and plan your route to reduce wandering looking for items. 

     Basically the CDC sums it up in saying “No activity with others is safe” but you can reduce your risk by be-

ing diligent in protecting yourself with wearing a mask, handwashing and social distancing of at least 6 feet. 

     There is an alarming trend that people are not seeking health care due to fear of exposure to COVID 19. 

Most doctors are able to conduct on line/phone visits to discuss health concerns.  Please know that as Health 

Care providers everything to protect you is being done. If you need medical care it is important to seek it.  I 

actually came down with a severe case of poison ivy. I called my doctor. He had me send him pictures by my 

phone. He was able to prescribe needed  medications and I picked them up through the drive through phar-

macy. Who would have ever thought technology would be so helpful! I encourage you to call your doctor to 

see what they are doing to provide a safe environment for your care.   

     During these ever changing times as we seek to find our new flow I hope you will find unexpected bless-

ings. I look forward to when we can worship together again. I thank God for the resources we have to keep 

us in touch through social media.  Wishing you and your family a fun filled summer! 

            Till next time - Cathy 
PS: Remember to wear your sunscreen! 
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July Birthdays 
 

Nancy Honeycutt 7/1 

Julie Mason  7/2 

Landyn Kopczynski 7/3 

David Soult  7/3 

Macon Ancarrow 7/4 

Rodney Llewellyn 7/6 

Chris Garner  7/8 

Austin Moon  7/9 

Janet Hamm  7/11 

David Magruder  7/11 

Ethan Hartman  7/14 

Susan Jones  7/14 

Crystale Soult  7/14 

Nancy Wroten  7/15 

Anthony Futrell  7/16 

Jeff Moore  7/16 

Donald Adams  7/17 

Tara Thomas  7/17 

LouAnn Miller  7/18 

MaggieThompson 7/18 

Faye Childrey  7/19 

Michael Mason  7/20 

Jean Bowler  7/21 

Kristina Beavers 7/22 

David Turk  7/22 

Sir Christopher Winbush 7/22 

Marshall Forrest 7/27 

Darron Conner  7/28 

Carolyn Allsbrook 7/29 

June Pitcher  7/29 

Carol Westcott  7/29 

Leona Knutson  7/30 

Beverly Moreland 7/30 

August Birthdays 
 

Ashley Soult Green 8/1 

Elizabeth Williams 8/2 

Scott Hartman  8/3 

Caroline Thompson 8/3 

Chris Hopkins  8/5 

Betty Bartek  8/6 

William Henley  8/6 

Kristen Turk  8/6 

Grant German  8/8 

Sondra Hickmott 8/8 

Michael Moore  8/8 

Sharon Thomas  8/8 

Cooper Wornom 8/8 

Caleb Needy  8/9 

Jeff Verry  8/12 

Daniel Simpson  8/13 

Theresa Crockett 8/14 

Lynne Hartman  8/15 

Dennis Cassada 8/16 

Maria Scallorn  8/17 

Phil Drummond  8/18 

Frances Edmondson 8/21 

Carrie Burris  8/23 

Debbie Shaw  8/24 

Sharon Crockett 8/25 

Joseph Wood  8/25 

Carolyn Ancarrow 8/27 

Conner Carden  8/28 

Danielle Taylor  8/28 

Amy Moore  8/29 

David Tyree  8/30 

Owen Blanton  8/31 

If you do not see your birthday or anniversary 

listed throughout the year, please call the office 

or send an email to the church office at office@ 

zionseaford.org so we can update our database.    

Zion’s email addresses: 

Pastor David:  pastor@zionseaford.org; Office/Sherry:  office@zionseaford.org 

August Anniversaries 
 

Phil & Penny Drummond 8/1 

Scott & Kelly Dayton  8/4 

David & Crystale Soult  8/11 

Wayne & Gwendolyn Appleton 8/18 

James & Gail Williamson 8/18 

Lynn & Carolyn Allsbrook 8/22 

Clark & Barbara Nickerson 8/25 

July Anniversaries 
 

John & Jeannette Moldovan 7/1 

Donald & Mary Adams  7/8 

Roland & Deborah Harris Jr. 7/16 

Wray & Sandra Emerson Jr. 7/18 

Douglas & Theresa Crockett 7/22 

Roy & Ashley Green  7/23 

Robert & Marilyn Johnson 7/27 

OUR WEEKLY COUNTERS! 

July:  

Sherry Wornom & Betty Bartek 

August: 

Jessie Raymer & Bonnie Bennett 
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