
1 

      Zion’s       News 
Zion United Methodist Church         July - August 2017 

                       

 

       ACTIVE IN OUR MISSION 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

What a blessing God is offering me, to once again join with you here at Zion UMC 

for another year of ministry, HALLELUJAH!!!! It has been awesome to witness 

how the Holy Spirit has been alive and active in us and through our ministry together. It is exciting to see the 

fruit of the Spirit revealed as we rededicate our lives to be the disciples Christ calls us to be. We are continuing 

to receive new members into the church through professions of faith and baptisms. In 2015, we had three new 

members join us through professions of faith and seven people baptized. In 2016, we had three people join us 

through baptisms. So far this year, we have had one professions of faith and seven people baptized into the 

Body of Christ. What a blessing!! 

We are also seeing more members become active in the ministries of Zion and in the improvements 

and expansions of our campus. Renovation work on the Pavilion is just about completed. The new metal roof 

should be installed soon and then we will stain the tables and place them back under the new roof! Progress 

continues in the parking lot pavement project, and plans are being made for a confirmation class in the fall. 

At this year’s Annual Conference, our new bishop, Bishop Sharma Lewis, put forth a challenge to all 

churches in the Conference. She is challenging us to become an active part of the vision that she has created 

from her discussions with church members throughout Virginia. She has traveled over 3,700 miles and has met 

with people from each of the 16 Districts in the Conference during her “Chats & Chews.” Bishop Lewis heard 

the voices of the laity and the clergy who offered thoughts, concerns, and praises for the work of The United 

Methodist Church in Virginia. From those conversations, a vision statement was created: “We are disciples of 

Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners who influence others to serve.” 

While this statement may seem simplistic and obvious, it states several 

things. First, we are professing that we are disciples of Jesus Christ, our Lord 

and Savior. We are acknowledging that we are constantly learning ways to be 

more faithful and more effective as disciples. And thirdly, it challenges us to 

establish relationships with others in order to serve them and to help others 

seek to be a disciple of Christ. The good news is that we at Zion have been 

seeking to do just that for the last couple of years. 

Through the faithful work of the members of our Church Council and our Strategy Group, we have 

been discussing ways in which God may be working around us that is leading toward the expansion of our 

ministry. Through these discussions, we are seeking ways to form new relationship, to share Christ’s love, and 

to draw others to Christ. This involves constant learning and growing, and it recognizes how we are an influ-

encing factor toward others in a Christ-like fashion. All of this fits into the Bishop’s new vision. Thank you for 

your continued love and support, for our ministry at Zion, and on a personal level, for your prayers and loving 

support to Julie and me. I am excited and blessed to be with you in ministry for this upcoming year and I am 

excited to witness what God has in store for us. Praise God!  

         Blessings to all in Christ! 
Pastor David 

2109 Seaford Road - Seaford, Virginia 23696     Phone: 757-898-7417 
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A Report From 

Annual 

Conference 
 
 

"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 

wilderness and streams in the wasteland."            Isaiah 43:19  
 

       Using the theme "A New Thing", Virginia's Annual Conference opened at 3:00 P.M. Friday, June 
16, with over 3,000 United Methodists singing And Are We Yet Alive, the hymn that has opened 235 
Annual Conferences. Dr. Fitzhugh Wrenn, 93, who has attended 77 Virginia conferences, led our 
opening prayer. 
       We heard several outstanding speakers, but the two 
most dynamic were our new bishop, Bishop Sharma D. 
Lewis, and her childhood pastor, Bishop James Swan-
son, Jr.  Bishop Lewis told us that God gives us a new 
start every day, a new thing, and we must look forward, 
staying focused and committed. We must have a vision. 
       Bishop Lewis believes God will lead The United 
Methodist Church to the new thing. Following her Episco-
pal address, Bishop Lewis conducted conference busi-
ness. One sad note was the official closing of six church-
es in the conference, one of which is in Hampton. A good 
thing, a new thing, was voting on the establishment of 
several new churches and communities of faith.     
       Bishop James Swanson, from the Mississippi Conference, addressed us twice on Saturday. In 
the morning session he preached about missions. He told us that God lets us carry out missions, but 

that He is in charge. When we are actively “doing” in-
stead of simply “talking”, and when we take risks, then 
we are doing a new thing. God is greater than any prob-
lem we might have. 
       Saturday evening's service was a highlight for Zion 
because Pastor David was ordained.  Bishop Swanson 
delivered a sermon called, "But I Haven't Finished Yet." 
The title refers to when Cornelius was preaching and the 
Holy Spirit descended before he finished. The  Holy Spir-
it was anxious to fall on the people gathered. The Holy 
Spirit is still impatient and wants to fall on people, to 
transform them so they can transform the world. In the 
“Service for the Ordering of Ministry,” 15 were ordained 
as elders and one as a deacon.  Fifteen were commis-
sioned as provisional members, and 40 received their 
license as licensed local pastors, and one was received 
as an associate member. 
        Bishops Lewis and Swanson are dynamic, animat-

ed speakers. Their energy easily filled the space we were in. Their voices soared as they moved 
around on the stage . They even made their way out into the audience, preaching, touching hands, 
and hugging.  Each had altar calls after their sermons so people could come and pray with them.  Of-
ten during their sermons and prayers organ music punctuated special points.      
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Sunday morning's service was live-streamed to local churches so that many could see our new 
bishop in action. She emphasized doing new things. We must have vision, conviction, and clarity. 
She challenged us to go forward and do a new thing. 
     That concludes the messages from the conference, but I would like to share a couple of memo-
rable experiences. In all my years as a Methodist/United Methodist I never had the opportunity to 
see my pastor ordained. The pomp and pageantry of the processional with all the brightly colored 
banners was awesome. To see that many people who have given their lives to Christ to go forth and 
serve brought tears to our eyes. The most touching moment, however, was when Pastor David's 
name was called and he went forth and knelt. Bishop Lewis laid her hands on his head and a part of 
what she said was "take authority..." as Pastor David was consecrated.  What a powerful moment.  
      Another experience that made this conference special was the music.  The music leaders, Rev. 
Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson lifted our spirits and stirred our souls. We sang several all time 
favorite hymns. I loved them all, but my favorites were Marching to Zion, O For A Thousand 
Tongues to Sing, Amazing Grace, How Great Thou Art, and To God Give the Glory. 
       Also, one thing I noticed early on is that several of the points our speakers made dealt with mis-
sions, projects, discussions, etc. that Zion has already undertaken or talked about. 
Finally, over 46,000 kits were collected along with 8,000 canned and staple goods. Each delegate 
receives a book of reports that we read so we'll know about conference business. We voted on con-
stitutional amendments and resolutions. I will leave my book with Sherry if anyone would like to read 
through the information. It was a blessing for me to attend our Annual Conference. Thank you for 
letting me be your delegate. 

Flo Rush  

Thanks to all of the volunteers who helped 

make UMCOR kit collection successful this 

year. Jeff Moore, Doug Crockett, Sherry 

Wornom, Kathy Shields, Gerald Ray Hopkins, 

Chris Hopkins, David Tyree, Sara and Monty 

Mills, Barbara Wornom, Carol Harrison, Chip 

Rowley, Marie Lowther, George Stephenson, 

and Matt Burris were the volunteers from Zion.  

Here is a small sampling of the number of kits 

that were packed.       More on the next page! 
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Thanks to Seaford 

Transfer and Jeff Moore 

for the use of their 

trucks and for the deliv-

ery of the kits to the 

mission outlet in Penn-

sylvania. Also, thanks to 

our youth who helped 

put Zion’s 89 school kits 

together and Gerry 

Moore for the school 

bags. Zion also packed 

13 health kits. 

(above) Jeff Moore and Chip Rowley journey toward Pennsylvania with the second 

truck loaded, and then they work to unload the kits once arriving (bottom left).  It is all 

smiles once the truck is finally empty! 
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Thanks to everyone who 

came and celebrated our 

newly ordained pastor. 

With gratitude and love, 

Pastor David thanks eve-

ryone for their prayers, 

love, gifts, and support 

during the past three 

years as he worked to-

ward this achievement. 

 

Close to 50 Zion members came 

out to join and partake in the 

celebration! It was a wonderful 

time of fellowship, cake, and re-

freshments. 

UMCOR Kit Collection Totals for 2017 Annual Conference 

  Bedding …..…….390  Layette….......1,397 

  Birthing……….4,479  School……...12,987 

  Cleaning………....366  Sewing…...……..540 

  Health………..26,679  Miscellaneous...254 

Total Kits Collected: 47,092 

RECEPTION FOR OUR PASTOR 
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Congratulations to Josh Akers for 
achieving the rank of  Eagle Scout.  
Josh dismantled the older picnic ta-
bles in the pavilion area and de-
signed a template in order to build 
some new ones as well. He also 
pressure washed the concrete pad 
of  the pavilion. 
 

His Eagle Scout ceremony was held here at Zi-
on on May 11, 2017. His parents are Mike and 
Catherine Akers, and his grandmother is Gail 
Akers. 

We Welcome Our 

Newest Members 

Marie Lowther & Chip Rowley 

May 21, 2017 

Marie transferred from Bethel Bap-

tist Church and Chip was baptized 

into the Body of Christ on that Sun-

day afternoon. He experienced a full-body immer-

sion at Yorktown beach. Contact information: Chip 

Rowley - 155 Robanna Dr., Seaford (342-1222) & 

Marie Lowther - 207 Calthrop Neck Rd., Yorktown 

23693 (652-6520). 
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It’s Time 
for A 
New 
Directory   

Zion’s 2015 church directory is now outdated because of the growth in the church, 

so it is time that we create a new one.  A photographer from Re:Member Directories 

will be here in August to take new pictures for the new directory. 

Please make an appointment to have your picture taken.  You can either go the Zi-

on’s website (www.zionseaford.org) to sign up for your sitting, or you can sign up at 

church. We are scheduling appointments on July 2, July 9, July 16, July 23, and 

July 30 in the Commons area of the church from 8:30 am to 11:30 am. 

Photography dates and times are: 

  Thursday, August 10   2:30pm – 8:45 pm 

            Friday, August 11   2:30pm – 8:45pm 

  Saturday, August 12   10am – 4:15pm 

   Tuesday, August 22   2:30pm – 8:45pm 

   Wednesday, August 23  2:30pm – 8:45pm 

The family photographs will be taken in the Social Hall and each family photo-

graphed for the directory will receive a copy of the directory and an 8 X 10 portrait 

at no cost.  You will also have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits at 

the time of your sitting.  If you have any questions or need additional information, 

call Betty Parkerson at 898-5665. 

Update On Home at 117 Wornom Drive 

After several meetings with the Trustees, Finance Com-

mittee, Strategy Group, and Church Council, it has been 

decided that Zion UMC is not able to purchase the home 

at 117 Wornom Drive. The leadership feels that there 

are other properties that are close to the church that 

would be more valuable to the church’s future growth 

and mission. Therefore, the leadership is concentrating 

on other opportunities rather than 117 Wornom Drive. 

We thank you for your prayers, your support, and your 

input as we explored this opportunity of potential growth. 
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Vacation 

Bible School 

July 17-22 

6:30 pm 

Bible Stories - Music - Games 

Science & Crafts - Snacks 

Tie-Dye T-Shirts 

Fun & Fellowship 

Ages 3 - Rising 5th graders 

6th Grade and up can be helpers! 

                             Registration forms are available on 

     the table by the office. 

Team leaders are needed to guide the students around the 

Arctic for their different adventures each evening.   

Please contact the church office if you are able to help. 

Following worship on July 9th volunteers are needed to clear 

out the commons area.  A work day is scheduled for July 

10th at 9:00 am.  Please join us! 
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Golf Tournament Proves to Be Successful Fundraiser Again in 2017 

Even though rain delayed the tournament for a week, it was a success. 

While the change in date did effect the number of teams, we did have 10 

zestful groups who collectively raised over $2,000 for this event. Thank 

you to all who helped raise sponsors, supported teams, and prepared and 

served the food. 
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The Flame Bearers will not be meeting in July and August, however, that 

does not mean that work on various projects will come to a halt.   While 

we need some recovery time from the Yard Sale and Bake Sale, there are 

other things that need to be done. 

It’s that time again - Christmas in July.  

Again this year we will be helping the York 

County Head Start children get ready for 

school.   There are 117 children in the pro-

gram and we would like each of them to start the school year with a 

new pair of shoes. On July 2nd a Christmas tree will be up in the 

Commons Area with tags for the children giving the shoe size and 

whether it is for a boy or girl.  Even though the tags may have a 

large size please remember that these children are pre-school age.   Please do not wrap the shoes, 

but place them in a Christmas bag if you have one and place them under the tree by July 30th.  The 

Flame Bearers will take a portion of the tags and Providence UMC will also be helping by taking 20 

tags.  The Flame Bearers would like to thank Kathy Shields for coordinating Christmas in July.  We 

hope that all members of Zion will participate with us in this important project. 

We will also continue to support our other mission projects:   Natasha House, the Peninsula Rescue 

Mission, and the Food Closet.  

We will continue our regular meeting schedule starting September 6th. 
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Wednesday Night Dinners 
 

Wednesday night dinners are closed for the sum-

mer.  We will start back up in September.  We will 

have a summary in the next newsletter of the 

successes for Sept 2016 to June 2017.  Thank 

you to all of the groups and individuals who 

sponsored our dinners during this past year.  I feel everyone enjoyed this fellowship at Zi-

on. 
 

We will be taking requests for those who would like to start up in September to sponsor a 

dinner.  The dates are September 13 and 27; October 11 and 25; November 8 and December 

13.  Let Sam Stratton know which dates you would be interested in sponsoring. 
 

Again many thanks to those folks who planned, prepared, cooked these dinners, cleaned 

up and those that came and ate them.  Also thanks to Gail Akers and Irene Mills for deliver-

ing to our shut ins.  This was definitely a wonderful ministry for Zion. 

Enjoy the summer and stay “cool.” 

                       Sam Stratton, Fellowship Team 

 

The Missions Team will be serving at 

The Soup Kitchen on Saturday - July 15th  
  

If you are willing and able to help in preparing and 

serving meals please 

contact Doug Crockett at 243-7640. 

Our Summer 

Worship Service 

& Sunday School Times 
 

9 am - Sunday School 

10 am - Worship Service 

 

This schedule is for the 

Sunday’s in July and August. 

York County has approved the 
plans for the paving of our parking 
lot! However, with the approved 
plans are changes from the original 
plans that several paving compa-
nies placed bids toward. Therefore, 
we have sent out the approved plans 
to the various paving companies for 
them to check their numbers with 
the new plans. Once those bids are 
back, a proposal will go before 
Church Council for approval. Stay 
tuned!!! 
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LUNCH & A MOVIE 

Aug 26th-6:30 PM 

The Lego Batman 
Movie 

Aug. 5th-6:30 pm 

Ice Age 

Sept 23rd -6:30 pm 

Beauty and the Beast 

We are continuing to discern 

when we will begin Lunch and a 

Movie again. If  you have any sug-

gestions of the possible times and 

days for the movies, please share 

with us about this ministry. We 

will update you on the outcome as 

soon as we have it!  
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Notary services are of-

fered at Zion thanks to 

Sherry Wornom’s willing-

ness to become certified. 

If you are in need of a 

notary public, please contact the 

church office to make an appoint-

ment.  

    Hello Summer! Bring on the tomatoes, cucumbers, squash… oh, I have to 
stop, I am making myself hungry.   2017 has proven to be one of the worst 
years for tick infestations.  The tick population has multiplied and they are eve-
rywhere. I know I shared information on ticks before but I wanted to give you 
an update. 
We know ticks can spread diseases to humans and animals through their bites. 

When you think about tick borne diseases we think primarily about Lyme Disease and Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. 
There is also another infection caused by tick bites that has been occurring in increasing numbers over the last year. It 
is called EHRLICHIOSIS. Ehrlichiosis is primarily found in the southeastern parts of the U.S. As with other tick borne dis-
eases it is hard to make a firm diagnosis as the lab test results are not 100% reliable - meaning the tests may be nega-
tive and you actually do have the disease.  
The symptoms for all tick borne diseases have similarities.  Ehrlichiosis usually does not have a rash associated with it. 
Symptoms include: 

 Joint pain/Muscle aches 

 Tiredness 

 Headaches 

 Fever and chills 

 Cough 

 Nausea and vomiting 

 Confusion 
Symptoms typically appear 3-4 days up to 3 weeks after the tick bite.  If you have a tick bite and the tick has to be re-
moved, it is advised that you put the tick in a plastic bag and place in the freezer for a month in the event you have 
symptoms. There certain ticks that carry specific diseases and this can be helpful to your doctor in making a diagnosis. 
The treatment for Ehrlichiosis is antibiotics for 1-2 weeks. You will begin feeling better with 2-3 days of starting   your 
antibiotics. It is important to seek medical care if you have or suspect a tick bite and develop these symptoms. If it is 
left untreated Ehrlichiosis can cause serious complications that can affect your heart and brain.  
Of course preventing tick bites is paramount. Ticks love the grass, woodlands, and marshlands. Wearing long sleeved 
shirts, tucking pant legs into your socks, and wearing light colored clothing so you can easily spot a tick are  tips to pre-
vent them from getting on your skin. Insect repellents containing DEET or Picaridin provide a great defense against tick 
bites. It is a personal decision as to what type of repellent to use. There are many natural products for humans and 
pets as well.   
Ticks do not jump they crawl on to their hosts. They are able to detect pathways that are frequently used and they wait 
there for you. They also can be on your pets so it is important to check them frequently. It is recommended that you 
check for ticks every four hours when you are outside. Make it a habit to check yourself and pets routinely. Ticks tend 
to crawl around for a while looking for the “right spot” to bite. Hopefully you can spot them before they bite. 
   I wish you a happy and safe summer full of fun and adventure. 
 

        God bless you. Until next time - Cathy GarciaCathy Garcia 

Thanks to all the 

musicians and 

gifted voices who 

continue to share 

their gifts with us 

each Sunday! 
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July 2nd – SUMMER WORSHIP BEGINS 
     9:00 am Sunday School 
     10:00 am Worship  
July 3rd & 4th – Office Closed for Independence Day 
July 8th – 8:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
July 10th – 7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
July 11th - 1:00 pm Church Directory Meeting 
July 12th – 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 
July 15th – Missions Team serving at Soup Kitchen 
      6:00 pm Builders Class Dinner 
July 17th – 21st - 6:30 pm Vacation Bible School! 
July 18th – 6:00 pm Pastor David to do invocation at  
               York County Board of Supervisors meeting 
July 22nd – 8:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
      2:00 pm VBS POLAR PARTY 
July 25th – 6:30 pm ZUMM Dinner and Meeting 
July 30th - Christmas in July Celebration  

SUNDAY SERVANTS 
July 2 

Nursery: Cammie Butler & Kathy Shields  

Coffee Hour:  Fran Meissner & Elsie Henley  
 

July 9 

Nursery: Sandy Hickmott & Stacy German  

Coffee Hour:  Betty Parkerson & Sandra Phaneuf 
 

July 16 

Nursery:  Beverly Black & Belinda Humphrey 

Coffee Hour:  Sam Stratton & Debi Hargis 
 

July 23 

Nursery:  Carrie Burris & Jane Anderson 

Coffee Hour:  Carol Westcott & Mary Boyd 
 

July 30 

Nursery:  Julie Magruder & Haley Thomas 

Coffee Hour:  Covered Dish Lunch 

August 6 

Nursery: Cammie Butler & Kay Armstead 

Coffee Hour: Anne Moffat & Ann Wells 
 

August 13 

Nursery: Sandy Hickmott & Belinda Humphrey 

Coffee Hour:  Kelly Dayton & Chris Wolfe  
 

August 20 

Nursery:  Susan Shaw & Carrie Burris 

Coffee Hour:   Kathy Shields & Bonnie Bennett  
 

August 27 

Nursery:  Kelly Dayton & Haley Thomas 

Coffee Hour:  Kathy Moore & Beth Dillon 

Volunteers are needed for Coffee Hour and the Nursery for 8:30 & 11:00 am services   
Coffee Hour contact:  Betty Parkerson 898-5665      Nursery contact :  Susan Shaw 898-9814 

Aug. 5th - 6:30 pm Movie Night  
Aug. 7th – 7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
Aug. 9th – 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 
Aug. 10th – 12th – Photo Sessions for New Directory 
Aug. 12th - 8:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Aug. 18th - 6:00 pm Builders Class Dinner 
Aug. 22nd & 23rd - Photo Session for New Directory 
Aug. 26th - 8:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
    6:30 pm Movie Night- Lego Batman Movie 
Aug. 29th - 6:30 pm ZUMM Dinner and Meeting 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thank you to our weekly counters! 
July - Joan Mills & Nancy Forrest 

August - Susan Shaw & Beverly Black 
 

If anyone is interested in becoming a Counter, 
please contact the Church office. 
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July Birthdays 
 

Nancy Honeycutt 7/1 

Julie Mason  7/2 

Landyn Kopczynski 7/3 

David Soult  7/3 

Macon Ancarrow 7/4 

Rodney Llewellyn 7/6 

Chris Garner  7/8 

Janet Hamm  7/11 

David Magruder  7/11 

Susan Jones  7/14 

Ethan Hartman  7/14 

Crystale Soult  7/14 

Anthony Futrell  7/16 

Jeff Moore  7/16 

Tara Thomas  7/17 

Mona Wood  7/17 

Maggie Thompson 7/18 

Faye Childrey  7/19 

Michael Mason  7/20 

Jean Bowler  7/21 

Kristina Beavers 7/22 

David Turk  7/22 

Sir Christopher Winbush 7/22 

Mitchell Moore  7/25 

Elizabeth Rowley 7/26 

Marshall Forrest 7/27 

Darron Conner  7/28 

Carolyn Allsbrook 7/29 

June Pitcher  7/29 

Carol Westcott  7/29 

Leona Knutson  7/30 

Beverly Moreland 7/30 

August Birthdays 
 

Ashley Green  8/1 

Scott Hartman  8/3 

Chris Hopkins  8/5 

Betty Bartek  8/6 

Doris Morrow  8/6 

Kristen Turk  8/6 

Grant German  8/8 

Sondra Hickmott 8/8 

Charles Meissner 8/8 

Sharon Thomas  8/8 

Caleb Needy  8/9 

Jeff Verry  8/12 

Daniel Simpson  8/13 

Lynne Hartman  8/15 

Dennis Cassada 8/16 

Beatrice Scearce 8/16 

Maria Scallorn  8/17 

Frances Edmondson 8/21 

Anne Emerson  8/21 

Robert Ely  8/23 

Joanne Miller  8/23 

Joseph Wood  8/25 

Carolyn Ancarrow 8/27 

Danielle Taylor  8/28 

Amy Moore  8/29 

David Tyree  8/30 

Owen Blanton  8/31 

August Anniversaries 
 
Scott & Kelly Dayton  8/4 

David & Crystale Soult  8/11 

Gerald & Rose Marie Hopkins 8/17 

Wayne & Gwendolyn Appleton 8/18 

James & Gail Williamson 8/18 

Lynn & Carolyn Allsbrook 8/22 

Clark & Barbara Nickerson 8/25 

July Anniversaries 
 
John & Jeannette Moldovan 7/1 

Frederick & Sandra Emerson Jr. 7/18 

Douglas & Theresa Crockett 7/22 

George & Janet Hamm  7/22 

Roy & Ashley Green  7/23 

Michael & Susan Wheless 7/30 

If you do not see your birthday or anni-

versary listed throughout the year, please 

call the office or send an email to of-

fice@zionseaford.org so we can update 

our database.    Thank you!   Sherry 

Zion has new email addresses! 

Pastor David:  pastor@zionseaford.org 

Office/Sherry:  office@zionseaford.org 
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Vacation Bible School 

July 17-22 (begins at 6:30 pm) 


