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Blessed Hope  
 
Romans 8: 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope 
that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet 
have, we wait for it patiently. 
 

Ask any child what their favorite day of the year is, and you will likely hear “CHRISTMAS!!!” It’s hard for kids of 

any age to be patient about the prospect of receiving Christmas gifts! Hoping for good things we eagerly 

desire, but do not have, results in a fervent expectancy. Once we receive what we longed for, hope is no 

longer a part of the equation. Fulfilment of a good (and Godly) desire should result in a sense of peace and 

contentment. 

 

The more I mature (get older), the gifts I most long for are not material things. They are what the Christian 

church declares when lighting the Advent Candles: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. I find it interesting that love, 

joy, and peace are the first (3) gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:22 and 23; but Hope is not 

among the list. Since Christian hope is: a confident expectation of what God has promised, could it be that 

hope has been satisfied in Christ’s first coming?  

 

Before Christ, our ancient spiritual ancestors eagerly longed for God’s promised Messiah. Thousands of years 

passed until finally His very best gift made His debut on earth. His natural birth into a sin-darkened world was 

the beginning of God restoring all things to His intended design and order. That’s what our Christmas 

celebrations and gift-giving represent: God’s overwhelming, extravagant, unlimited, sacrificial love for His 

special creation (you). Jesus’ birth was fulfillment of God’s BLESSED HOPE in His people. We who rest in that 

HOPE now long for His return.  

 

Titus 2: 11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while 

we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 

himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager 

to do what is good. 

 

This Christmas season as you find rest in the fulfilment of the Blessed Hope manifest through the birth of our 
Messiah; may you also be filled with God’s BLESSED HOPE as you await Jesus’ return.  
  

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

 

Merry Christmas! 
Onward & Upward! PK 



CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Dear GOD… 

Let starshine LIGHT each heart. 

Let PEACE line the humble crib.  

Let LOVE enfold this HOLY CHILD.  

His story told by Angel Choir.  

Oh, let all the earth, together lift,  

ADORATION for this… 

Thy GREATEST GIFT.  

AMEN 
                                    Written by: Elizabeth Searle Lamb 

 

The Christmas Light 
Radiant, the holy, singing light 
Streams forth to bless on Christmas night 

With some new pulse of energy… 

Or is it only that we see 
With clearer vision at this time 

When we have always seen the sign  
Of Christ, the Baby, born again  

Within the seeking hearts of men? 
This is the light that blazed the sky 

When shepherds scanned the heavens high 
Above their flock-filled greening hills 

And heard the angels sing their trills 
Of glorious glad tidings sent 

Unto all men, that God had spent 
The price of His own dear-loved Son 

Forevermore to teach the one 
Commandment, teach the law of love.  

Oh, let us look, not high above 
In starry skies, this Christmas night, 

But in our hearts, for the Christmas light.  
                  Written by: Elizabeth Searle Lamb 
 



A SUPER CHRISTMAS!  
Written by: Vanessa Unti (revised)  

A rumor is spreading that a new superhero is 

coming to earth…some say he is coming to 

save the world. This puts our Super Heroes in a 

panic, thinking their jobs might be in jeopardy.  

 

At 4:00 PM on Christmas Eve, join us at 

church where the Sunday School Students will 

share the Christmas story from a different 

perspective. Directly following the play, a live 

nativity will be staged outside for viewing. 

Invite your family & friends!  

 

NO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

DECEMBER 26th 
Classes Resume January 2nd, 2022 

  
Sunday School Offering 

“Changing” things up! 
Please have your kids save their offering 
change. We will invite them to bring their 
offering forward the last Sunday of each 
month during worship. The collection will 
be set aside for a mission-related 
organization, decided upon by the students 
& teachers. Stay tuned for updates!   

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
The Trustees have revisited the need for 

general upkeep of the church building. We are 

looking for volunteer custodians to sign up for 

a MONTH of BASIC cleaning duties (garbage 

collection, vacuum, dust, mop, replenish, 

straighten) The time commitment would be 

approx. 1 hour a week x 4.  In appreciation, the 

volunteer will receive a $25 PIG GROCERY 

CARD. Please see the full list of duties and 

sign-up sheet in the narthex at church.  

WOMEN’S  
WORKOUT 

Monday 
5:30-6:15 PM 

CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC  

ALL DECEMBER!  
Tune into the Spirit 

of Christmas!  
Have FUN!  

Sweat out the Stress!  
Call Karen for more 

information:  
608-544-3991 

 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 8:30-10:00 
Call Karen for study location 544-3991 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Join together for Bible Study & Prayer at the 
church on WED., DEC. 1st at 6:30 PM. 
 

SPOUSES WITHOUT SPOUSES 
Ladies, meet at the Press Box,Tues, Dec. 14th  
at 11:30 for lunch and fellowship. 

 

Nurturing Team 
Are you an encourager? Do you enjoy writing 

notes and sending cards? Would you be willing 

to use your gift to “stay connected” with 

BHBUMC friends, members and college kids 

through the written word? If this piques your 

interest, please talk with our Membership Chair, 

Nola Weis or Pastor Kendall.  

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 2022 
Duties: Lead Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, 
Lead Apostles’ Creed, Read Scripture.  
If you are not already on the rotation and 
would like to serve as Worship Leader in 2022, 
please contact Karen and she will add you to 
the list. Likewise, if you want to be removed 
from the list, let Karen know. MS/HS Youth 
are encouraged to participate.   
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 
ATTENTION: If you are UNABLE to serve on 

your assigned Sunday, please find a substitute 

and notify Karen by Wednesday of that week. 

Keep this page as your reminder. Thank you.  

 

Worship Leader    

5th     Ranju Been    

12th Karen Schlittler 

19th  Marilyn Horstman        

26th  Jo Ballweg  

Acolyte 

5th   Brady Ullmann  

12th Wesley Hartley  

19th   Paisley Jaquish 

26th  Megan Ullmann 

Audio/Visual Technician 

5th       Mike Kierski   

12th Nick Hartley   

19th    Rhett Jaquish 

26th     Katey Ullmann 

 

ATTENTION! For those worshipping at 

home: The Sunday Morning Service will be 

videotaped and uploaded to our website on 

MONDAY.  

 
 

Tis the season of giving… 
For many years, it has been our tradition to bring 
Christmas joy and blessings to the residents of 
Mendota Men’s Mental Health Institute. Like last 
year, MMHI has asked us to give MONETARY 
DONATIONS instead of presents. Mauri & Nita 
Enge deliver these money-gifts to the staff at 
MMHI, who then purchase appropriate items for 
the men.  Please write your check to Mendota 
Mental Health Institute and place in the 

designated basket at church by SUNDAY, 
DECEMEBER 5TH. Thank you for your 

generosity; your gifts show the grateful recipients 
they are acknowledged and loved.  

 
SEASON OF ADVENT 

Preparing for the  

coming of Christ!  
 
NOV. 28th ADVENT BEGINS 
The Sunday School students will participate in 
worship each week by sharing the meanings behind 
some of our traditional Christmas symbols.  
 

Pastor Kendall will share the VOICE of 
CHRISTMAS each Sunday in Advent:  
The Innkeeper; A Shepherd; Herod; Joseph; 
The Magi. Through these monologs, various 
participants in the Christmas story explain 
what happened from their point of view. 
It’s all the same story, but in each case, it’s 
different! Come…worship together!  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
4:00 PM   Sunday School Program   
It’s going to be a SUPER CHRISTMAS! The 
timeless story told through the eyes of 
superheroes. Directly following the play, a live 
nativity will be staged outside for viewing.  

10:00 PM    Carols, Candles, Communion 
The warm glow of candle-light…  
A welcome hush away from the hubbub… 
God’s Word. Christmas Choruses.  
Sharing Communion together…  
Christmas Peace.  

  

2022 GIVING ENVELOPES 

WILL BE READY TO PICK UP 
IN DECEMBER 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Nov. 28th ADVENT   1 
 
8:30 Women’s Study 
 
6:30 Men’s Study 

2 3 4 

5 ADVENT 
 
8:00 Confirmation 
8:30 Choir practice 
9:00 Worship 
9:30 Play practice  
10:00 Music practice 
2:00 4H 
 

6 
 
10:00 Clergy Circuit 
 
5:30 PM Women’s 
Christmas Workout 

7 8 
 
8:30 Women’s Study 

9 
 
 
 
 
4:30 Habitat mtg.  

10 11 

12 ADVENT 
 
9:00 Worship 
9:30 Play practice 
9:45 Coffee Cart 
10:00 Music practice 
10:30 Trustee mtg.  

13 
 
 
5:30 PM Women’s 
Christmas Workout 

14 
 
DCOM 
 
11:30 SWOS Ladies 
Lunch @ Press Box 

15 
 
8:30 Women’s Study 

16 
 
 
 
 
3:30 Pines  

17 18 

19 ADVENT 
 
8:00 Confirmation  
9:00 Worship in FH 
9:30 Dress Rehearsal 
10:00 Choir practice 

20 
 
 
5:30 PM Women’s 
Christmas Workout 

21 22 
 
8:30 Women’s Study 

23 
 
10:00 Greenway 

24 
 
4:00 Sunday School 
Christmas Program 
 
10:00 Christmas Eve  
Candles, Carols &  
Communion  

25 Merry Christmas! 

 
 

26  
 
NO CHRISTIAN ED.  
9:00 Worship 
10:00 Choir practice 

27 
 
 
5:30 PM Women’s 
Christmas Workout 

28 
 
10:00 Habitat mtg.  

29 
 
8:30 Women’s Study 

30 31  

https://www.liturgytools.net/2019/12/pictures-feast-holy-family-of-jesus-mary-joseph-flight-into-egypt-for-refugee-year-a.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


POINSETTIAS. Our church will be filled with the vibrant color of the season in celebration of Advent and 
Christmas.  We invite you to designate one of these artificial plants in Memory or Honor of loved ones with a 
donation of $5.00. The money will be collected for mission and emergency relief around the world through 
United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR). Write checks to: BHBUMC   Note: POINSETTIAS/UMCOR 

Return this form/money NO LATER THAN Dec. 20th or email church the info and put a check in the mail.   

 
In MEMORY  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                   
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In HONOR 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________                         
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
From: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
Number of POINSETTIAS: ________ X $5.00 __________________   check no. _____________ 
 
 

 



Black Hawk-Bethlehem 

United Methodist Church       

S10174 County Rd C    

Sauk City, WI   53583    

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2021 HAWK TALK 
We, the faith community of Black Hawk-Bethlehem United Methodist Church, 

exist to grow generations of faithful followers of Jesus Christ by: 

  Preparing the fertile soil bed of faith 

  Sowing seeds of God’s Word in people’s hearts   

             Cultivating and nurturing each individual’s spiritual growth 

        Harvesting the fruit of souls made righteous by God’s grace  

Black Hawk-Bethlehem United Methodist Church S10174 Cty Rd C    Sauk City, WI   53583 

Pastor Kendall Schlittler 608-544-3991 e-mail: pastor@bhbumc.org   website: bhbumc.org 

 

mailto:pastor@bhbumc.org

