
JULY/AUGUST  2019 HAWK TALK 
We, the faith community of Black Hawk-Bethlehem United Methodist Church, 

exist to grow generations of faithful followers of Jesus Christ by: 

   Preparing the fertile soil bed of faith 

   Sowing seeds of God’s Word in people’s hearts   

              Cultivating and nurturing each individual’s spiritual growth 

         Harvesting the fruit of souls made righteous by God’s grace  

Black Hawk-Bethlehem United Methodist Church S10174 Cty Rd C    Sauk City, WI   53583 

Pastor Kendall Schlittler 608-544-3991 e-mail: pastor@bhbumc.org   website: bhbumc.org 

 
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. John 15:8 

 
In recent months we have been exploring the calling, equipping, and commissioning of Jesus’ apprentices (aka disciples). 
Once they had received the empowering baptism of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they were set to work in the family 
business. Theirs was Kingdom work, spreading God’s Good News throughout the world, teaching people everywhere 
how they could be saved and become faithful followers of Jesus Christ.   
 

One thing we discovered is that Jesus never misled His followers about the cost of being His disciple; this kind of life is 
not for the faint of heart. Belonging to Him means full-surrender of our will to His. The benefit is that through faith in 
Jesus we are reconciled to God, made alive through His Spirit, and given His divine nature to live a good and godly life. 
By God’s grace, through faith, we become true children of our Heavenly Father.  
 
In my June Hawk article, I closed by saying, “In the coming months we will be focusing our attention on growing as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.” I then asked if you are up to the challenge. I hope your answer is “yes” because the journey we 
are about to take will require your full commitment and participation as Jesus’ apprentices. Beginning Sunday July 14th, 
we will start our trek through the scriptures with the help of Disciple Fast Track: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study. 
Some of you are already familiar with the Disciple program which has been used by countless people to grow in 
relationship with God through in-depth study of the scriptures.  
 
Many persons in our church are not regularly involved in discipleship groups, therefore I am responding to God’s 
prompting to bring the discipleship experience into Sunday morning worship. Your weekly assignment will be to read 
scripture passages during the week in preparation for Sunday. During the Message time, we will view a 5-7 minute video 
that reviews the previous week’s lesson, then we’ll talk about some of the topics from the passages we read during the 
week and consider how these lessons impact our lives as Jesus’ disciples. My hope is that through this series, we will all 
grow in our relationship with Jesus as well as one another. Before you read the passages each week, I ask you to invite 
the Holy Spirit to guide you and open your understanding.  

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of Truth Thou hast for me;  
Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now, I wait for Thee ready my God, Thy will to see. 
Open my eyes (ears, heart, mind), illumine me, Spirit Divine!  

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of Truth Thou sendest clear.  
And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear  

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm Truth everywhere.  
Open my heart and let me prepare love with Thy children thus to share…  

You will find the assigned readings for each week on the back of this page. 
Co-apprentice brothers and sisters, let’s be about the Family business! 
Onward & Upward!  

Pastor Kendall 

mailto:pastor@bhbumc.org


We will spend 12 weeks in the Old Testament & 12 weeks in the New Testament; the list 
below starts us off. You don’t enjoy reading? I suggest you check out Bible apps on your smart-
phone and listen to someone else read while driving to/from work, running errands, making 
dinner, puttering in the shop or mowing the lawn (headphones are great). For anyone who has 
a cassette player, the church library has THE BIBLE on tape (old-school, but it works).  
No matter the method, I encourage you to carve out some time in your daily routine to dig 
into God’s Word. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16 

 
July 14- The Creating God 
Genesis 1:1-2:3 First creation story, Genesis 2:4-25 Second creation story, Psalm 8 Praise to the Creator, 
Psalm 19:1-6 God’s glory, Psalm 150, Job 38 Praise, God’s mystery & majesty.  
 

July 21- The Rebel People 
Genesis 3-4 The Fall, Cain and Abel, Genesis 6:5-9:29 Noah and the Flood, Genesis 11:1-9 Tower of Babel, 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:11 Lament for Judah & Jerusalem, 2 Samuel 11:1-12:7, Psalm 51 David’s sin and Nathan’s 
reproof, Confession. 
 

July 28- The Called People 
Genesis 12-13, 14:17-17:27 Call of Abraham, covenant with God, Genesis 18-23 Birth of Isaac, testing of 
Abraham, Genesis 24-27 Isaac and Rebekah, Genesis 28-33, 35 Jacob, Rachel, Leah and the twelve sons. 
Genesis 37; 39-41, 47-50 Joseph in Egypt, Joseph’s brothers in Egypt, Jacob’s move to Egypt. 
 

August 4- God Hears the Cry 
Exodus 1-4 Oppression of the Hebrews and the call of Moses, Exodus 5-7 Moses confronts Pharaoh, beginning 
of plagues, Exodus 8-11 Remaining plagues, Exodus 12-14 Explanation of Passover, death of firstborn, escape 
from Egypt, Exodus 15-18, Psalm 105 Song of Moses, experiences in the wilderness, thanksgiving for God’s 
faithfulness to the covenant with Israel.   
 

August 11- God Sends the Law 
Exodus 19-20, Deuteronomy 4:44-5:33 Israel at Sinai, Summary of law, Exodus 21:1-23:19, 31:18-32:35 Laws 
concerning slaves, restitution, Sabbath, feasts, the golden calf, Leviticus 11, 17:10-19:37 Clean and unclean 
animals, sexual relations, the law of love, Numbers 31:1-14:38, Deuteronomy 5, 6, 9 Spies sent to Canaan, 
what God requires, the Shema, Numbers 18, Deuteronomy 14:22-15:23; 34  Priests and Levites, tithe, 
sabbatical year, death of Moses.   
 

August 18- When God Draws Near 
Exodus 24-27 Covenant ratification, the ark of the covenant, the Tabernacle, Exodus 34:29-36:1; 40 New 
tablets, offerings for the Tabernacle, glory of the Lord, Leviticus 1-4:12, 5:1-6 Burnt offering, offerings of well-
being, sin and guilt offerings, Leviticus 6-7, Deuteronomy 18 Ritual for offerings, the priests portion, Levites, 
Leviticus 16-17; 23 Day of Atonement, appointed festivals. 
 

August 25- The People Without a King 
Joshua 1-3 Joshua’s commission, Rahab and the spies, entering the land, Joshua 4-6; 24 Memorial stones, fall 
of Jericho, covenant at Shechem, death of Joshua, Judges 1-2; 4 Incomplete conquest, apostasy, Deborah, 
Judges 6-8 Gideon, Judges 13-16 Samson 



 
 

WITWEN CELEBRATION 
Parade Line up       9:30 AM 

Parade Start   10:30 AM 

Chicken Dinner   11:30 AM 

Games         1:00 PM 

It’s a great day to celebrate with family 

and friends! JOIN US FOR FOOD & FUN! 

 

Looking for kids/adults to walk in the parade 
and hand out candy (keeping the candy near 
the road edges so kids don’t have to dash 
near vehicles). If interested, please talk to 
Karen Schlittler.  We’ll have candy/buckets 
for you. Wear comfy shoes and your 
snazziest red-white-blue duds!  

 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED??? 
One day, in the winter of 1905, eleven-year-old 

Frank Epperson mixed a jar of powdered soda 

pop mix and water. Accidentally, he left the mix 

on his back porch that night. The next morning, 

Frank found the stuff frozen, with the stirring 

stick standing straight up. Pulling out the frozen 

pop, stick and all, he realized he had 

accidentally invented something pretty good. 

Calling it the “Epperson Icicle” (which he soon 

changed to “Epsicle”), the next summer he made 

them in the family icebox and sold them around 

the neighborhood at five cents apiece. Later, he 

renamed his product the “Popsicle,” since he’d 

made it with soda pop.  
 

Vacation Bible 
School 2019 

AUGUST 12th-16th  
9:00-11:30 AM 

Ages 4 yrs.-6th Grade 
Music. Crafts. Experiments. Games.  

Cinema. Missions. Bible Adventure. Snacks. 
Friendships. Fun!  

Registration sheets at church in the narthex 
or call the church office: 544-3991  

Invite a friend for an awesome adventure!  

Youth & Adult VBS helpers needed: call Karen 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FRIDAY FINALE! 
Join us at 11:00 in the sanctuary on the 16th; the 
kids will share their favorite VBS songs. You will be 
blessed by their enthusiasm and joy!  
 

HARRISBURG/TROY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The School House and Heritage Museum is ready for 
visitors. The buildings will be open on the 1st & 3rd 
Sundays of the month, 1:00-4:00 PM, through 
September. Check out their website: 
harrisburgtroyhistoricalsociety.org  

 
WYOMING VALLEY HYMN-SING 

JULY 7th & AUGUST 4th 
The Wyoming Valley UMC started this Hymn-Sing 
and is celebrating its 40th consecutive year. After 
the congregation dissolved, area volunteers have 
coordinated the event for the past 17 years which is 
held the 1st Sunday of the month, 2:00-3:30 PM, at 
the Wyoming Valley School Cultural Arts Center on 
Hwy 23 south of Spring Green. 

 

LUNCH OUT 
Spouses w/o Spouses Ladies Lunch. Meet at The 
Press Box on WED, JULY 10th and AUG. 14th, 11:30.  
 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
A FREE Buffet Style Dinner is served every 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday of the month, 5-7 PM at the 6:8 Center. 
821 Industry Rd. Sauk City    ALL ARE WELCOME!  



 
The Family of Bill Dunse wishes to thank 
everyone for the visits, cards, food, and kind 
words when Dad was in the hospital, at 
Maplewood, and since his passing.  
We are grateful and appreciate each gesture.  
 
15 years… of record keeping, paying bills, 
deciphering Conference requirements, creating 
budget reports, understanding church tax laws, 
crunching numbers and doing the math.  
With pencil and paper and then computer 
spread-sheets. During bottom-of-the-barrel 
times and when the coffers runneth over.  
As Church Treasurer, Barb Sprecher has done 
an outstanding job carrying out these duties 
and we are extremely grateful for the many 
years she has held this position.  
15 years…that is dedication. Thank you, Barb, 
for your service. Many blessings back to you!  
 
On Friday, June 21st, bikers pedaled through 
our beautiful countryside to stop at BHBUMC 
for a pit-stop and refreshment. The number of 
bikers was down from past years, but they 
ALWAYS appreciate the hospitality we give 
them on the last leg of their journey.  
To those who set up tents & tables; to the food 
preparers and brat grillers; for the greeters and 
gabbers who made the riders feel welcome… 
THANK YOU SO MUCH!   
 

Are you interested in using your musical 

gifts/talents during our summer worship 

services? Please talk to Nita Enge or 

Karen Schlittler to make arrangements.  
 

SLEEPING MATS FOR THE HOMELESS  
You can help by bringing your plastic grocery bags to 
church (put them on the stage). 3 mats have been 
constructed by the Youth so far. Thank you!  
 

BHBUMC CUSTODIAL NEEDS 
Changes are being made in the way we keep 
our building neat and tidy. We are asking 
individuals/families to sign up for a month of 
cleaning duties in an effort to share the 
work-load. These are the weekly duties: 
Straighten pew Bibles/Hymnals 
Replenish Visitor cards & envelopes  
Dust wood surfaces in sanctuary 
Vacuum carpeted areas  
Clean all bathrooms 
Mop kitchen & bathroom floors 
Collect Garbage/put in pantry (before Wed.) 

Replenish tissue, TP, soap, towels 
Set up/clean for funerals, meals, events, etc. 
($50 custodial fee paid for funerals) 
In APPRECIATION for your month of service, 
you will receive a $50 Piggly Wiggly Grocery 
Card. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
at church. Thank you for helping.  

 

 
  

Are you interested in joining the 

Bethlehem Choir? We would love to add 

your voice to the group!  

Put this date on your calendar:  

Saturday, September 7th, 5:00 PM  

We will have a potluck meal in the 

fellowship hall (bring a dish to share) 

followed by rehearsal in the sanctuary.  

We generally sing on the 1st & 3rd 

Sundays of the month and rehearse at 

9:30-10:15 prior to worship. JOIN US!  
 



JULY 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 

WORSHIP AT 
WITWEN 

TABERNACLE 
9:30 Coffee Fellowship 
10:00 WORSHIP 
 

1 2 
 
 
12:00 Pastors 
          Lectionary 

3 
 
9:00 Witwen set-up 

4 

WITWEN 
CELEBRATION 

10:30 Parade 
11:30 Chicken Dinner 
1:00 Games 
 
 

5 
 
9:00 Witwen Clean-up  

6 

7 
 
9:30 Worship 
        Communion  
Blakely Sorg Baptism 

8 
 
9:00 AM Circuit mtg.  
@ Emanuel UMC 

9 
 
 
12:00 Pastors 
          Lectionary 

10 
9:00 Women’s Study 
 
11:30 SWOS lunch 
 
6:30 SPRC mtg.  
7:30 Ad. Council mtg.  
(in Fellowship Hall) 

11 12 13 

14 
 
9:30 Worship 

15 16 
 
 
12:00 Pastors 
          Lectionary 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM Men’s Study 
(in chapel) 

18 
 
3:00 Pines 
3:30 Pine Villa 
 
 

19 20 

21 
 
9:30 Worship 
 
10:30 Sunday School 
mtg after worship 

22 23 
 
 
12:00 Pastors 
          Lectionary 

24 
 
9:00 Women’s Study 
 
 

25 
 
10:00 Greenway 

26 27 
 
Sprecher/Goerke  
Family Reunion 

28 
 
9:30 Worship 

 
 

29 30 
 
 
12:00 Pastors 
          Lectionary 

31    

 
 



AUGUST 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
 
9:30 Worship 
        Communion 

5 6 
 
12:00 Pastors  
          Lectionary 

7 
 
9:00 Women’s Study 

8 9 10 

11 
 
9:30 Worship 
 
10:30 Trustee mtg. 

12 
 
 
VACATION  
 
 
 

13 
 
 
BIBLE  

14 
 
 
SCHOOL 
 
6:30 Finance 
7:30 Mission & Ministry 

15 
 
 
9:00-11:30 AM 
 
3:00 Pines 
3:30 Pine Villa 

16 
 
 
11:00 VBS FINALE 

17 

18 
 
9:30 Worship 

19 20 
 
12:00 Pastors  
          Lectionary 

21 
 
9:00 Women’s Study 

22 
 
10:00 Greenway 

23 24 

25 
 
9:30 Worship 

 

26 27 
 
12:00 Pastors  
          Lectionary 

28 29 30 31 

 
 



BIRTHDAYS 
3rd Drew Spencer, Jody Ladsten 
 Ben Kierski 
4th Jordan Meyer 
6th Todd Sorg 
10th Kimberly Hankins 
 Maurice Sprecher, Jeremy Sorg 
11th Sydney Rider 
12th Laura Ladsten, Rhonda Enge 
 Maurice Enge, Chris Sorg 
 Jane Pagel, Logan Sorg 
13th Joyce Sorg 
14th Gene Unger, Oliver Anderson 
16th Dusty Enge 
20th Vicki Meyer 
22nd NaTanya Olson, Ron Schneller 
 Chad Hankins 
24th Mike Wehler 
25th Mike Enge 
28th Monica Ederer 
 
 

 
 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
1st Tom & Julie Owens 
2nd Mike & Rhonda Enge 
10th David & Julie Travis 
11th Craig & Pat Giese 
14th Jeff & Chris Sorg 
19th Maurice & Nita Enge 

Serve wholeheartedly, 

as if you were serving the LORD… 
 

Lay Worship Leader 
7th Sylvia Timm 
14th Marilyn Horstman 
21st   LaNell Jaquish 
28th   Kay Hankins 
 

Greeter/Usher/Acolyte  
7th Nick & Bobbi Jo Hartley Family   
14th  Tim & Jane Pagel Family  
21st   Shane & Angie Sorg Family 
28th  Rhett & Erin Jaquish Family  
 

*SUMMER GREETER/USHER/ACOLYTE 
The responsibilities of your service are listed below. 

• Arrive 15-20 minutes prior to service  
• Greet and hand bulletins to everyone 
• RING BELL promptly at 9:30 
• Light altar candles as Prelude is played 

• Count those in attendance and record in book found in the 
end table (in the narthex) 

• Close sanctuary doors 
• Please join congregation in worship  
• Come forward to collect the offering & bring forward 

• Open sanctuary doors 
• Extinguish candles & carry the light out during last hymn 

 
AUDIO/VISUAL TECHNICIAN 

7th    Mike Kierski 
 14th Gene Unger 
 21st   Nick Hartley  
 28th   Brian Ullmann 
 
 
 



BIRTHDAYS 
1st  Mary Ellen McCutchin 
 Matt Schneller, Amanda Spencer 
2nd  Rita Reeve 
3rd Josh Gerike 
5th Jacob Feigl 
6th Jacob Sprecher 
7th Edward Smith, Sharon Sprecher 
8th Kimberly Feigl 
10th Connor Leister, Abigail Hartley 
12th Connie Sorg, Cale Sorg 
13th Aaron Pagel 
19th Shalome Ullmann, Megan Enge 
21st Jada Hooks 
22nd  Sandy Unger, Brittany Sorg 
23rd Ranjana Been 
26th Heidi Hicks 
31st John Been 

 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
14th Ryan & Jordan Meyer 
19th Scott & Eilis Ballweg 
22nd Reid & Ellen Patterson 
25th Lloyd & Jo Ballweg 
27th Matt & Amber Sorg 
30th Seth & Leesa Oliver 
 

 

Serve wholeheartedly, 

as if you were serving the LORD… 
 

Lay Worship Leader 
4th Ranjana Been 
11th Christine Elliott 
18th   Karen Schlittler 
25th Mike Enge 
 

Greeter/Usher/Acolyte  
4th Bruce & Dawn Reeve    
11th  Kyle & James Elliott 
18th    Steve & Laura Mallon 
25th  Kendall & Carla Cady 
 

*SUMMER GREETER/USHER/ACOLYTE 
The responsibilities of your service are listed below. 

• Arrive 15-20 minutes prior to service  
• Greet and hand bulletins to everyone 
• RING BELL promptly at 9:30 
• Light altar candles as Prelude is played 

• Count those in attendance and record in book found in the 
end table (in the narthex) 

• Close sanctuary doors 
• Please join congregation in worship  
• Come forward to collect the offering & bring forward 

• Open sanctuary doors 
• Extinguish candles & carry the light out during last hymn 

 
AUDIO/VISUAL TECHNICIAN 

4th    Mike Kierski 
 11th Gene Unger 
 18th    Nick Hartley  
 25th   Brian Ullmann 
 
 
 



We are looking to fill the position of Church Treasurer and ask you to pray about whether this is an 
opportunity for service that you would consider. We are so grateful to Barb Sprecher for graciously 
serving the church in this position for many years (please thank her when you see her)! The volunteer 
job duties include: managing the checking account, paying bills, submitting collected taxes, completing 
required forms and budget reports, interacting with Conference (when needed), attending quarterly 
Finance and Ad. Council Meetings, etc. If you feel the nudge and think you might want to help out 
with these important duties, please contact Lloyd Ballweg or Pastor Kendall.  
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Kendall; Finance Committee; Lloyd Ballweg/Chairman 
 
In 2018, Black Hawk-Bethlehem Church, (like many homes) experienced an abundance of water at its 
lowest basement level. Lots of cleaning and moving of rugs and furniture by volunteers allowed us to 
save most items. We have had water in the basement before, but this time it was worse. A quick look 
out the north kitchen-door revealed a sink-hole about 5 feet in diameter. We knew then there was 
going to be permanent damage. A quick pump of the septic system revealed the damage from the 
sunken lawn to the stacked brick septic system. With a very good set of drawings from the 1949 
construction, it revealed a system of drainage tile at the foundation level, which may have contributed 
to the problem. A call to the plumber and several days of planning set us on a course of an 
“emergency” call to Sauk County Planning to request installation of a temporary system to handle the 
needs of the church. Further investigation revealed there had been several systems that failed through 
the years and we had no suitable land options to install a conventional system. A licensed specialist 
was enlisted to design the temporary system. With past history in mind, we incorporated a potential 
permanent twist to the plan and design; Sauk County was in agreement and allowed installation of a 
3,000-gallon holding tank. This tank has now become our permanent septic system and final permits 
were recently issued to the church. It is not expected that we will make any changes to the septic in the 
near future but we still have to investigate water at the foundation level. The Trustees wanted you to 
know we had taken the necessary steps to provide a solution to the problem. Unfortunately, this has all 
come at a sizable cost to the church. The costs to achieve a permittable system have been approximately 
$10,000 up to this point. Those bills and permits have been paid which took a toll on the church 
finances. So, we are asking you to consider a SPECIAL OFFERING to help replace the monies used on 
this necessary project. The Trustees have performed well in this situation and now look to you, the 
members, to help preserve this beautiful church of ours.  
Gene Unger/Trustee Chairman 
 
The Trustees of Black Hawk are looking for Volunteers to fill the Custodial needs of the church.  
In years past, church volunteers took turns cleaning; at other times we have brought in outside help. In 
addition, persons (including the Trustees) have given themselves freely to a variety of maintenance 
projects. Sadly, last October we lost our most dedicated volunteer handyman; Wally Clavadatscher.  

Nearly a decade ago, when the Trustees were again looking for help, Barb and Dean Sprecher 
assumed the regular custodial responsibilities of the church. After years of committed service, they are 
now asking to be relieved of these duties. Will you follow their faithful lead? Would you consider 
volunteering to clean the church for one month? By yourself or with a few others? A sign-up sheet 
(duties listed) will be posted in the church narthex for interested persons who want to help. If you have 
questions, please contact Pastor Kendall or Gene Unger. Thank you for your prayerful consideration 
and service.  
BHBUMC Trustees  
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