
November 2021 

To make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation  

of the world.  

Trinity United Methodist Church  

838 N. 25th St. Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

(515) 573-3519  

Visit our website:  www.trinityumcfd.org 
 

Like us on Facebook or watch us on YouTube. 

Saturday at 5:30 pm or Sunday at 9:30 am 

Greetings from Outreach, 
Just a note to let everyone know that a sign-up sheet for Trinity t-shirts will 
be up in the hallway.  There will be 2 designs offered, but there is a 12 shirt 
minimum for each design, so if there are plenty wanted of both designs, 
you will have the choice.  We will also work towards having the designs in 
an email or in a future newsletter for ordering. 
 
We would like to have a display this year at Lights At Kennedy. An email was sent out regard-
ing interest in this project.  We are also going to place a sign-up sheet to see who may be inter-
ested in helping out.  We will need volunteers to help with design and  
Construction. We will need materials i.e. lights, Christmas trees, and extension cords. 
 
Also be on the lookout for the Beacon of Hope meal date, yet to be determined. 
 
Ruth Babbitt and the Outreach Committee 

                             Finance Committee 
                             Dear Trinity Family -- 
                             Our Finance Committee meeting scheduled for October 19 has been  
                             cancelled because several of our members will be in Branson at that time.   
                             Nevertheless, I thought it was important to provide a brief financial update  
                             for our membership. 
For the month of September, our total income was $23,584 and total expenses were $26,540 
for a deficit of $2,955.  Our general checking balance reflected a comparable decline of $3,058 
and our total assets similarly showed a $2,680 decrease. 
As we look to the future, I wanted to point out that Consecration Sunday will be on  
November14.  We have celebrated this in a variety of ways in the past but with COVID still 
lingering we have decided to keep things simple this year.  We are still encouraging our  
membership to prayerfully fill out their pledge cards which will be forthcoming.  I'm hopeful 
that next year we will once again be able to share dinner together as has been a tradition in the 
past. 
This year (and all years for that matter) I would like to encourage each of us to reflect on the 
blessings that have been bestowed upon us via our association with Trinity, our church 
home.  Whether it is the joy of a baptism, the celebration of a life well-lived, the fun of fellow-
ship, or the support worship provides, our lives have been richly blessed by our connection 
with our Trinity family as we collectively work to expand God's Kingdom here on earth. 
 
In Christian Love, 
Mark Marner 



1-Mary Ann Bousfield 
1-Karen Brokaw 
1-Skylar Edgerton 
1-Stacy Hale 
1-Don Shelton 
1-Nicole Smith 
1-Keaton Wilson 
2-Annalisa Laird 
2-Jane Patterson 
2-Tasha Shroyer 
3-Amber Smith 
4-Abbigael Caruth 
4-Sandra Wills 
6-Laura Kilian 
6-David Laverty 
7-Phillip Breeser 
7-Karen Filloon 
7-Kathy Messerly 
7-Adam Miller 
7-Emily Reese 
8-Kourtney Marks 
8-Tammy Schroeder 
8-Carole Walrod 
9-Javian Soppeland 
10-Maryann  
        Estergaard 
10-Jamie Kilian 
10-Samuel Peters 
10-Arlene Summers 
11-Kimberly McCrady 
11-Chris Ulrich 
11-Zeyllin Van Alstine 
12-Kathy Sadler 
12-Holly Schaffer 
13-Samuel Sonksen 
14-Jeremy Browning 
14-Lucas Kuhn 
15-Debbie Harvey 
15-Mark Marner 
15-Dwight Trampel 
16-Corey Dill 

 11-Marty & Ilene Smith 
 12-DeLoy & Michelle Koester 
 18-Charles & Karen Schelle 
 19-Don & Wanda Shelton 
 19-Gary & Jamie (Bergeson) Loehr 
 20-Mitch & Kathy Sadler 
 26-Richard & Betty Lind 
 28-Ron & Mary Kitterman 

Dick/Betty Lind  Bill Oberhelman 
Betty Schneider  Paul Eldal 
Jan Piercy   Ilene Smith 
Linda Pingel   Jim Olson 
Miriam Hoskins  Elaine Cassady 
Amy Pederson  Deb Harvey 
Melvin Pieper  Dr. Paul Brown 
Amy (Perkins) Smith  Curtis Stover 
Rick/Karen Nelson  Katrina O’Brien 
Don/Georgia Herrington Janet McCutchen 
Cliff/Sharon Perkins             Denny Feddersen 
Shelly (Cornwell) Sanford Janet McCutchen 

Please pray for our long-term care  
facilities as they battle the new  

COVID-19 variant, DELTA. 

17-Brielle  
          Alexander 
17-Hanna Marks 
17-Roger Vander  
          Maten 
18-Roger Brown 
18-Jill Hansen 
18-Katie Kocour 
18-Michael  
          McKnight 
18-Reg Waggoner 
19-Arthur Reese 
19-Jacob Shelton 
20-Tony Totten 
21-Jordan Hagar 
21-Marlee 
          Richman 
22-Vicki Parks 
22-Craig Stewart 
24-Rhonda Weins 
25-Ashley Brown 
25-Linda Pingel 
25-Ciera  
           Van Alstine 
26-Betty Haffner 
26-Beth Lind 
26-Kelli McCurdy 
26-Calvin McIntyre 
26-Justin Piper 
26-Marshall Starrett 
27-Jason Bowles 
27-Allen Habhab 
28-Brenna Paukert 
29-Paige  
           Lookingbill 
30-Riley Chansler 
30-Jerry Jordison 
30-Brad McIntyre 
 

Thank you so much for the prayers while I was 
sick with COVID pneumonia, I do believe the 
prayers are why I am still alive! 
Thank you for the meals, cards, 
texts and special thoughts. This 
congregation is truly a blessing 
to me. God bless you all! 
Katrina O’Brien 



What’s going on Trinity?  Highlights from Laura  

Here are some of the “good words” to describe the busy month of October! A special thank you to all the volunteers who 
help with these groups in any way!  Trinity United Methodist Church is a great place to call home. 

 
“MIRACLES” On Wednesdays JAM (Jesus and Me) continued their study on Jesus’  
miracles like changing water into wine (grape drink) and healing a blind man.  The smiling 
pizza is a reflection of how we feel when Jesus heals us.  Friends are invited to attend  
anytime.  Just let Laura know by NOON on the Wednesday they want to attend.   
Transportation is available upon request.  
 
In November the JAM kids will experience 3 more miracles and then sing “The Miracle 
Song” for worship on November 21st.  A new Bible for 3 year olds and the 3rd - 5th 
graders will also be presented on that day during Young Disciple’s Time. 

 
“BIBLE”  Speaking of the Bible, our confirmation students are learning the books of the Bible in order. There 
is a great You Tube video that teaches you how to memorize the New Testament books in less than 10 
minutes.  You tell a story about the books by drawing pictures. Can you guess what these pictures represent?  
Hint: The top picture is a cheerleader shouting out the names of the 5 New Testament books in a row that 
start with the letter “T”! Answers on this page.  
 

“SPAGHETTI & PUMPKINS” –The middle/high school youth unpacked boxes of treasures for the 
rummage sale, boiled several pounds of spaghetti while creating a 
main dish for the men at the Beacon of Hope and carved or painted 
20 pumpkins for the Trunk or Treat event. On October 13th, the 
Stop and Go Supper also featured Spaghetti Pizza bake. The  
recipe is available upon request!  If you have a special request or a 
recipe for the Wednesday night meals, or would like to serve or 
clean up, please contact Laura. 515.570.2609. 
 

“HOSPITALITY” Congratulations to our own Gayle Reed for dressing the part perfectly for the Hawaiian themed 2021 
Annual Charge Conference held at Trinity on October 17th. Best “Ready to Chill on the Beach” look! 
 
On Friday, October 22nd Trinity also hosted the first Webster County Mental Health Conversation  
workshop sponsored by Webster County ISU extension and other local agencies. Thank you everyone 
for your hospitality!  As I write this article Trunk or Treat is the last big event planned for October. If 
you get this newsletter before the 31st it is not too late to participate with a trunk or bringing others for a 
treat! Contact Laura ASAP.  
 

WHAT’S NEXT YOU ASK? 
November 7th – Children’s Church for 2 year olds through 4th grade immediately after the Young Disciple 
Time on Sunday, Nov. 7th in the fellowship hall. Games, crafts, snacks and more will help us learn the Bible story 
of the day.  
 

Stop & Go Supper Wednesdays from 5 – 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Each week 
the menu is posted on the Church’s Facebook page on Tuesdays. If you have a special  
request or recipe call or text Laura your idea.  515.570.2609.   
 
Parent Appreciation Night – Middle & Senior high youth group event on Sunday, Nov. 
21 at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Supper will be served with plenty of entertainment to 
follow.  Save the date!  More information will be sent in the mail and by text! 

Answers: New Testament books: 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2nd Timothy and  Titus. Philemon, Hebrews & James. 1 & 2 Peter, 1,2,3 John and Jude. 
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Youtube … 
Could you take a few minutes and go to Youtube and subscribe to Trinity’s channel?  
Youtube has a new rule that says we need 100 subscribers to our channel in order to continue to  
livestream.  Simply open the internet. Search for Youtube. Then search for Trinity UMC Fort 
Dodge. When you see pictures of our sanctuary (worship service), just click on one of them. You 
will see the word SUBSCRIBE in red letters. Click on the word SUBSCRIBE and it will either 
prompt you for an email address or know who you are! Feel free to call the church office if you 
need help. We can make it easy for you and others join in live worship. Thank you! We are at 97 
subscribers!  There is a prize for the 100th subscriber! Call the office and tell Pastor Jena! 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS …  SUNDAY, NOV. 7, 2021 
Christians everywhere are bring encouraged to pray for their Christian brothers and sisters 
in Christ. These Christians are being tormented, beaten and ostracized by their families and 
communities. Many have had their homes destroyed. Their churches have been bombed. 
They are denied access to jobs and medical care, terrorized, imprisoned, tortured, and 
killed, simply because they profess faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord. Christians are the most 
persecuted for their faith of any religion in the world.  
Despite what they are forced to endure they refuse to renounce their faith. They join in  
Bible study, prayer, and fellowship with other believers whenever it is possible. They ask for 
our prayers and strength and encouragement that they be able to stand firm in their faith. 
Would you take some time on Sunday, November 7th to pray for the provisions our spiritual 
brothers and sisters request, and also for them, the effectiveness of their witness, and the 
protections and daily necessities of life?  
LJ Hartley 



Worship News 
All Saints Day will be celebrated on Nov. 6 & 7 during worship. Letters have been sent out to the 
families of our church members and friends. If you did not receive a letter or know of someone who 
did not receive a letter, please contact the church office! We don’t want to leave anyone out! 
 
Consecration Weekend will be celebrated on Nov. 13 & 14. Please bring your pledge cards to  
worship that weekend. With prayerful consideration of what God is asking of you, we will bring our 
pledge cards forward during worship and offer them to God. 

Bake Sale Update 

After not having a Bake Sale since May and November of 2019, due to  

COVID, we took in the most money ever … $799.10 on Thursday and  

Friday, October 7 and 8, at the Sale and coffee time. A big THANK YOU to  

Rich Zahrobsky for donating a table full of knit caps and black walnuts. Bill  

Becker also donated black walnuts for the sale. Special thanks to everyone  

who provided home-baked items and to those who purchased them or  

helped in any way. We totally sold out by 1:00 pm on Friday! The proceeds  

will go to many local missions in December. Watch for the date of our next bake sale next 

spring. Marge Ellerbeck … UMW Treasurer 

Rummage Sale Update 
                                             The garage sale committee would like to thank you for all the  
                                             contributions and hard work you put into our recent sale. At the end                      
                                             we were happy to make donations of remaining goods to Head Start,  
                                             Orphan Grain Train, Webster County Public Health, Village General  
                                             Store, Beacon of Hope, the Fort Dodge Senior High Teen Parents and  
                                             other individuals. Our profits were $2,250.15! Yeah! 
                                             Karen Hilpipre, Leanne Hartley and the Rummage/Bake Sale teams 

Caring Ministry Update 
Do you carry a list of your medications? When a recent survey was done, only 38% of  
patients answered yes to that question. There were many reasons why patients did not  
 

carry a list of their medicines. They include the following: 
1) Didn’t realize it was important. 
2) Only take a couple pills. 
3) Take too many pills. 
4) List was at home. 
5) My health care provider knows what medications I take. 
 

What if you need urgent medical care but you are not near your local hospital? What if you 
see a different health care provider? Or what about just being able to pull out your list to 
review at your appointments to make sure it matches what’s on the computer at your 
health care provider’s office. That’s called medication reconciliation and it is an important 
safety measure. Medication reconciliation helps to keep you safe by making sure your 
health care providers know all of your medicines, vitamins, and supplements. 
An accurate and up-to-date medication list in your wallet can help with all these issues. 
Many individuals have an interest in having a wallet medication card. These are now availa-
ble at Trinity United Methodist Church. PLEASE STOP BY THE OFFICE FOR YOUR FREE 
MEDICATION CARD. Play it safe and make sure you have your medication list with you at 
all times.  



Office Hours...Monday-Friday    9 a.m-3:00 p.m. 
Office Phone - (515) 573-3519    email - office@trinityumcfd.org 
Pastor Jena - (712) 840-1834   email - revjena@trinityumcfd.org 
Laura Stover - (515) 570-2609   email - laurastover@trinityumcfd.org 
 
Worship times are …  
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. (casual) 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.   (blended service) (Live Streamed)    
 
Watch on Facebook or YouTube 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199217164191/  
https://www.youtube.com     search trinityumcfd 
 
Trinity UMC Website ... www.trinityumcfd.org  
 
IA UMC Conference Website ... www.iaumc.org  
check for updates/news/sign up to receive emails. 

Mission Information 
The Christmas tree is still up because we want to highlight some items that Cooper 
Elementary could use. They are in need of sweatpants, leggings, underwear, and 
socks. This would be for students in Kindergarten through 5th grade. Thank you for 
supporting our students. 
Jeff Becker and the Mission Committee 

Women’s Groups 
Women of Trinity, you are invited to join one of our three Circles. We welcome new members 
as we study God’s word and support missions in our community. 
Mary’s Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday at 5 pm.  
                         Leanne Hartley and Karen Hilpipre are the leaders.  
Ruth Circle meets the 4th Wednesday at 9:15 am.  
                         Deloris Soppeland and Marge Ellerbeck are the leaders. 
Rachel Circle meets the 4th Wednesday at 5 pm.  
                         Karen Nelson and Jackie Surles are the leaders.  
UMW Executive meeting will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 2 at 10:00 am. 
New friends and new ideas are welcome. Deloris Soppeland, UMW President 
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