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CELEBRATING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD’S WORK AT TRINITY
How is your blood pressure doing? What you don’t know? I miss going to the doctor’s office and dropping off a breakfast
pizza and getting my blood pressure taken. Many of you have shared that you miss the Blood Pressure Screenings that we did
here at Trinity UMC. We will get back to doing them when it is safe to do so.

The Trinity Caring Ministry has not stopped during the pandemic! If you spend any time in the building you will notice some
changes. We now have a wheel chair by the sanctuary doors and another one by the back door. If we ever need one, we will
have one!
We’ve had the occasion where someone left their walker in the car thinking they really didn’t need it! Once in the building,
they realized they really did need that support. And now we have one!
If you stop into the office some time, you may notice a new item hanging on the wall. It’s an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) or that thing that shocks your heart! We hope we don’t ever have to use it, but there has been a time or two when we
could have used it! This was purchased thru undesignated memorial funds.
We are also looking at first aid kits and signage for calling 911. If you need to call 911, there would be a few things they will
ask you like...address, what door to use, information about the patient (gender, age, etc.) and what happened.
Even though we are in the midst of a pandemic, the work of the Trinity Caring Ministry team continues! There will be more
updates as the pandemic diminishes and we can find a new normal. For now, we ask that you check on your neighbor and maybe
someone from church. You need the call as much as they do!

SPRC/TRUSTEES joint work
The work of the SPRC and Trustees is ongoing. These two teams work together to create several policies such as … Safe
Sanctuary, Building Use, Weddings, Equipment Use, COVID-19. These two teams also work together to educate and execute
fire drills, tornado drills, intruder drills, and ensure the safety of our staff.
SPRC Work
SPRC is working on an employee handbook to cover some of the basics; time sheets, use of church vehicle, safety while in the
building, vacation time, and job descriptions. This work will be ongoing.
TRUSTEES is ongoing
The Trustees continue to care for our buildings (church, garage, parsonage), property (think lawn care, snow removal) and
vehicles. They are adding exit lighting, signage within the building to give directions to our visitors and others.
MEMBERSHIP
Keeping track of membership information used to be a big deal in our churches when our apportionments were based on membership. It was a very basic formula that was based on noses. Churches were very lean during that time period. Meaning, membership was tracked and everyone knew how many people we considered ours and how much we paid. If a person moved, the
church would try to get that person connected to a new church quickly. That’s not all bad.
Somewhere along the line, the apportionment formula was changed and membership was no longer a part of the formula. As a
result, membership was no longer tracked as closely and many churches no longer know where the now adult children are at
(geographically or spiritually).
We have software on a computer to help record membership information, but that’s only as good as the person entering the
data. We have not had anyone updating the membership information for quite some time. Confirmation classes were not entered and we are now on an active pursuit to get our records current.
Kathy Becker is now using a variety of tools to find people (think social media, search white pages, legacy searches, etc.). She
has heard some incredible stories of how people thought the church forgot about them. Some had forgotten about the
church. We are on a quest (great word) to find people, not just to update our records, but to ensure people are connected to
a church. Relationships are important.
We now have a section in the newsletter to help us find people. Please take a look! When someone is connected to a church,
they may feel more comfortable in exploring their relationship with Christ as their Lord and Savior. Just knowing that we as a
church remember them and care about them is huge! I hope we can share some of those stories in the weeks to come.
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BIBLE READING PLAN
Have you ever wanted to read the entire bible in one year? Every month, we will publish the readings for the next few weeks. Check off the readings as you complete them. If you miss a few days, that’s okay, just jump back in! Put a check in the box to the left of the scripture so you know
what you have read. Feel free to call the church office if you have questions about what you are reading! Set a goal and go for it!

Trinity is reaching out during November & Decem- Teen Parent Group Our women's bible study provided an extra gift to the
five families that meet at our church. The gift bag
included a book for each child (7 books), and a $50
gift card to Fareway for each family (5) (excludes
purchases of tobacco, alcohol, and lottery cards).
The Teen Parent group is sponsored by
Webster County Public Health and
is led by Janel Lincoln.

Community Christmas
Thank you to everyone who contributed ...
183 rolls of toilet paper,
30 bottles of hand sanitizer, and cleaning
wipes. A new benchmark of blessings!
AFES sponsored Outreach

Thank you for donating…
126 bottles of Gatorade and
218 Granola Bars and
cards of encouragement
to Unity Point Health
(Trinity Regional Medical Center) employees to let them know..
Trinity United Methodist Church cares!
Fort Dodge area churches came
together to make this happen!
We hope to bless our care facilities next!

Heifer International
Did you find your
perfect match?
You can still take the
quiz on their website..
www.heifer.org/
perfectmatch.html
Donations so far this
year from Trinity
UMC ... $1,288

Greetings and Merry Christmas from the Outreach Committee!
We thought it was appropriate to reach out and welcome the newest addition to the
neighborhood, Holy Trinity Church. We at Trinity United Methodist Church sent a plant with
a card to welcome them to the neighborhood and to share a blessing with their folks. What
a beautiful new worship space. What an accomplishment!
Most recently, we prepared treat bags for officers and staff in Law Enforcement (local,
county, state). We felt we needed to show in a small way, our appreciation for their
sacrifices and dedication to our communities. Have you seen kids gathered around just
waiting for their name to be called to receive a gift! That was the picture at the Law
Enforcement Center! There had to be 8 people waiting to get a gift! Each and every one of
them had a bag with their name on it! There were 94 in all.
Other community workers will be recognized as we reach out to show our gratitude and
appreciation. We will keep you updated as they happen. Ruth Babbitt, Outreach Chair

Daily Devotions
If you are looking for a way to get into the scriptures just a little bit each day,
we have the Upper Room Daily Devotions which contain two months worth of
materials. We ask for a donation for these books. A link to a PDF copy is
available at https://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches.
We also have the Disciplines book which is a year long book of daily devotions. Both
are excellent ways to deepen your faith and get more familiar with scripture. This
year, we are asking for a $10 donation for the Disciplines book.
As always, we remain committed to helping everyone in their walk with Christ. So, if
you are not able to make a donation at this time, please take a book anyway!
In the midst of all that’s going on, if you are not able to receive the devotions thru
email, please call the office. We would be happy to send them thru the US Postal
Service. We currently send the devotions once a week along with the sermon notes.
Manna Meal … at First UMC

Jan. 23, 2021

Meals will be packaged and picked up
by the patrons at the elevator door.
Items Needed:
10 loaves of French bread (Walmart)
7 pans of box brownies (already baked)
20 cans or jars of spaghetti sauce (any kind)
If you are willing to donate,
please call the office at
(515) 573-3519
Thank you, Karen Hilpipre

Did you get to
see or hear
Brady O’Brien
and his
friends share
some wonderfilled Christmas music?
If you missed

Thank you to Scott Lundgren for installing the
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) in the
main hallway, outside the office.
Hopefully it will never have to be used, but it is
now ready for use in case of an emergency.
The purchase was made possible through
funds given to Memorial Account.
Thank you also goes to the Trinity
Caring Ministry team for their
suggestion!

Thank you to our Sunday school kids
(and their parents) for reading books,
singing songs, sharing your holiday
spirit, and sending in those precious
videos! Our Children’s COVID Christmas
Program allowed our church family to
see the little ones growing up! We have
missed them! Thank you to Jared and
Ethridge for putting the videos together!

Thank you to Karen Hilpipre and crew for putting
together another round of lasagna meals for our
church folks. It is such a blessing to receive a call that
then you can still watch it on Youtube dinner has been cared for! The cupola is such a
and on our Facebook page. We know
blessing to keep everyone warm and in their cars!
Social distancing at its finest!
people from Washington to Texas to
Florida and Pennsylvania have heard
have received several thank you notes at the
this concert. Call the church office if We
church and appreciate all the love, blessings, support,
you need help finding it.
and encouragement from each of you!

A Very Merry
Christmas,

Office Hours...Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Worship Online Only through January 10,2021
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. (Live Streamed)
Watch on Facebook or YouTube
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199217164191/
https://www.youtube.com
search trinityumcfd
Office Phone - (515) 573-3519
Pastor Jena - (712) 840-1834

email - office@trinityumcfd.org
email - revjena@trinityumcfd.org

Trinity UMC Website ... www.trinityumcfd.org
IA UMC Conference Website ... www.iaumc.org
check for updates/news/sign up to receive emails

January 20th is
the deadline for
the newsletter.
Thank you!

Hymnals
With the shift to online only worship services for the next few weeks, we have decided to make hymnals
available to you! If you would like a hymnal (United Methodist Hymnal or The Faith We Sing), please call
the church ((515) 573-3519) to let us know. Then stop by the church and pick one up. They are on the
bench in the south entryway. John Wesley believed that we should ‘sing lustily and with good courage. So,
feel free to sing loud or make a joyful noise! Pastor Jena
Celebrating Communion
Since we will be celebrating communion thru live streaming, you can pick up the prepackaged
communion set for the first Sunday in January. Please call the church office ((515) 573-3519) and we
will meet you at the door!

Contact information update
We have lost contact with some of our members.
Would you please help us locate them? This month we are looking for….
Robert & Sara Teff
Susan Turner (3)
Juanita Martin (3)
Todd Olson (3)
Bob & Carol Wolfe (3)

Elaine Brennecke
Kelsey Bond
Jennifer & Larry Fetters
Julie Husske
Dave Laverty

Amy Battcher
Beth Laverty
Phil & Jill Hansen
Brenda & Richard Shroyer
Scott Summers

Do you have adult children who were confirmed here at Trinity UMC as a youth and joined our
church? If they have moved away, could you let us know if they have joined another church or not?
We would like to update our church records and may not have the correct information. Your help is
appreciated.
If you have contact information, could you please call the church at (515) 573-3519?
Thank you. I truly want to connect with our members.
Pastor Jena

Worship Committee
Merry Christmas from the Worship Committee! No formal meeting of our committee has
taken place since last month's newsletter, but a lot has certainly changed in regards to
Worship since that time. As we are all aware, the directives from our Bishop regarding
no in-person worship until the middle of January have changed once again the way we
are worshipping and we are adapting as necessary. Hopefully everyone is figuring out
their own best way for accessing our online Worship whether through Facebook or
YouTube and those are things that we continue to try and polish. Discussions have
continued to be had this month amongst myself, Roger, and Pastor Jena, and we have
brought in some help from Roger's son Ethridge and an Online Worship Consultant who
pastor's a church in Cedar Falls. Plans are being developed for how we can provide a
high quality online worship experience that is manageable for multiple people to be able
to run. This is a real opportunity for Trinity to "Go and make disciples" even beyond the
end of the current pandemic. Finally, the Worship Committee extends its gratitude to all
the people who helped put together, and participated in, and tuned in to enjoy the
Cantata, Brady's Christmas Show, and the Kids Program. Each is truly a blessing
during the Holiday season. Jared Feddersen, Worship Committee Chair

Thanks to Trinity Tech Team ! I want to send a BIG note of thanks to the hardworking, talented
Trinity Tech Team of Roger and Shari Netz, their son Ethridge, Jared Feddersen and Pastor
Jena. These folks have been putting in many hours of learning new software, new hardware and
finding answers that make our church productions better and better each week. The recent
productions, the Christmas Cantata, and the Children’s Christmas Program produced by Jared
and the whole team were absolutely awesome. The Cantata provided an opportunity to see and
hear many of our talented church family. We miss the Trinity Choir so much. Also, it was so fun
and inspiring to hear all of the younger Trinity folks showing their talents in the Children’s
Christmas program. I had tears in my eyes. Thanks again to you all.
Nick Salmon, Chair, TUMC Administrative Board

The Memorial Committee held a ZOOM meeting on Tuesday, December 15th.
We discussed the Grant Proposals we had received and decided to donate to the Lord’s Cupboard to help with the costs of updating the Facility, and donate to Beacon of Hope to help
with costs of a new elevator.
We also decided that since our parsonage fireplace and chimney were found unsafe, we
would purchase a gas fireplace insert.
Kitchen supplies are needed, and since there was money earmarked for that, we voted to let
the UMW ladies spend it for what they needed. In keeping with our new safety rules, we decided to purchase a defibrillator.
We also decided to give money to the Outreach Committee for them to use as they find ways
to thank our community frontline workers who are contributing in a positive
way through this time of COVID.
We will meet again when we see a need. Patsy Pukacz, Memorial Chair

1/1-Grant Barber
1/3-Lawrence Hartley
1/3-Jenni Yenger
1/4-Dave Anderson
1/4-Ray Martin
1/5-Roberta Seil
1/6-Jesse Dopita
1/6-Jason Laird
1/7-Pat Lohmeier
1/9-Charlotte Breeser
1/10-Deb Andersen
1/11-Karen Hilpipre
1/11-Jamie Hynes
1/11-Tabitha Johnson
1/11-Iva Jordison
1/13-Kathy Arends
1/14-Brian Murman
1/15-Rhonda Olson
1/15-Winnie Peters
1/15-Amelia Pratt
1/17Andrew Arends
1/18-Norma Hughett
1/19-Mallory Smith
1/20-Amberly Habhab
1/20-Josh Meyer
1/22-Karen Nelson
1/23-Darin Larson
1/23-Bob Menzel
1/24-Lynette Nielson
1/25-Marie Feddersen
1/25-Charles Shelton
1/25-Travis Thompson
1/26-Ralph Ewing
1/26-Richard Lind
1/28-Terry Lee
1/28-Matthew Oberhelman
1/29-Alex Kitterman
1/29-Staci Laird
1/30-Ralph Bryan
1/30-Kennedy Jo Kuhn
1/30-Robert Ropte
1/31-David Campney

1/10-Dave & Elaine Kilian

To our church family
& friends,
A big thank you to
all of you!
To all of you for the
prayers, cards, phone
calls and food. While I
was hospitalized. I
am home now and
improving each day,
but it is
a slow
process.

We are blessed to be a
part of this church
family,
Ed & Jo Ann Becker

Please keep the following people in
your prayers ...
Family of Dan Rogers
Family of Donna Gutknecht
Family of Berdine Beckler (Bonnie Yoder’s
mom)
Bill Oberhelman
Jayne Cassidy
Ed Becker
Shelly (Cornwell) Sanford
Mickie Messerly
Paul Eldal
Jan Piercy
Ilene Smith
Linda Pingel
Amy (Perkins) Smith
Miriam Hoskins
Elaine Cassady
Amy Pederson
Deb Harvey
Karen & Richard Nelson
Jim Olson
Betty Rhoad
All who are working thru COVID-19!
All who have surgeries postponed!
All who are struggling with isolation!
School staff and students!
Prayers requests are
updated on a regular
basis. Please let us
know if there is anyone
you would like added.
Give a call!
Show you care!
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