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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Grace and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we
approach Christ the King Sunday, I am reflecting on how this marks the
end of the Christian year. Alongside the Thanksgiving holiday, this last
Sunday of the liturgical year encourages us to pause and be thankful for
the blessings we have known, even in the midst of this most troubling
time.
As you know, COVID-19 infections remain high in Iowa. In Governor Reynolds’ daily briefing yesterday, she mentioned that over the past seven days, there have been 22,000 new COVID cases in
the state, with a 17.5% average positivity rate. Reynolds warned, “While we may be cautiously
optimistic, we have a whole lot of work to do to bring the numbers down to a level where we can
safely manage the virus while getting life back to normal.”
As of this writing, six of our 99 counties are below 15% positivity, 21 counties are between 15%
and 20% positivity, and 76 of our counties are over 20% positivity. This is why the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, in its November 15 report to Iowa leaders, cautioned that “The spread in
Iowa is exponential and unyielding,” as we close in on 200,000 total confirmed cases of COVID-19
and 2,102 deaths in Iowa.
In light of the continuing COVID crisis in Iowa, which is maxing out our hospitals and putting at
great risk our health workers as well as the elderly and the vulnerable, people of faith are called
to respond. In a press release on Wednesday, I directed clergy and congregations to refrain from
in-person indoor worship and church activities through and including January 10, 2021. This
allows ample time for any families who are traveling for the holidays to quarantine before
gathering in person in their churches. We do this to preserve life and the well being of our health
care system and our frontline workers, who are being stretched to the limit.
Advent is coming, and our churches are now adjusting plans and preparing for outdoor and drivethrough events so that people may still have a vital Christmas experience. Thank you for the many
ways in which you are creatively adjusting to this new reality and are sharing the love of Jesus.
Many of us have dearly missed being physically present with our friends. I love singing Christmas
carols and spending time with the children, talking about the birth of Jesus. However, by refraining from in-person worship at this time, we are being true to our call as people of faith to do no
harm, do good, and stay in love with God. Our faith gives us support and encouragement but also
reminds us of our responsibility to ensure that all people are safe, especially the most vulnerable
among us.
Many in our state, country, and around the world are experiencing what has been called COVID
fatigue. We are tired, we are weary, and we are anxious. We miss worshipping in our church
buildings, and we miss being with family and friends. If you are feeling overwhelmed, please reach
out to your pastor, a neighbor, or a friend. And be on the lookout yourself for ways in which you
can care for others. The apostle Paul reminds us of our call and responsibility for such a time as
this, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2).
Please know that all of our district superintendents and conference staff will be available to you
to help with support. We are collecting Advent and Christmas resources on the Iowa Conference
Website for online worship and tech support. We will get through this together.
As we continue to track the trends of COVID-19 infections, we will watch for positivity rates to decline below 15%. Like you, we want to gather again for in person worship and activities and will
continue to keep you updated.
Blessings,
Bishop Laurie and the Appointive Cabinet

CELEBRATING THE BLESSINGS OF GOD’S WORK AT TRINITY

The whiteboard work continues …
Many of you are aware that I have a whiteboard in my office. It hangs on a wall behind the love seat.
It’s a way for me to keep track of the work that I see needs to be done. It’s also important to share
with you some of the things that are being done during the pandemic.
Finance team …
We have created a list of bank accounts at each bank and what they are used for (including CDs). We
now understand who has what type of access to each account and how to move money between accounts. We are following the Book of Discipline (and good financial practices) in not having someone
do both deposits and approve expenses or sign checks. We now have two people looking at expenses to
ensure each one looks reasonable and/or has approval prior to the check being written. We see the
value of having someone who does the deposits on our team as well as someone familiar with the Memorial team. We are still working on writing down some of the processes that our finance team does
(deposit money, enter into Church Windows software, quarterly statements, expenses, etc.). But, we
are making great strides to improve communication and implement best practices.

Online presence …
In today’s world, the internet seems to be our front door. We have updated Google to show who we
are and where we are. We have updated our church information on the Iowa Conference dashboard
and on the United Methodist Church search information so that we can be found!
We have taken steps to not just stabilize our internet connection, but we have improved our internet
connection! As a result of a change in internet carriers, we are able to live stream our worship services and have better digital security (SonicWall software)! That’s huge when we are not able to worship in-person. We have been striving to push our messages to Facebook and Youtube with a degree
of certainty and success.
Our website is in sync with the Facebook information and may see some changes in the future. We
will also look for ways to connect with a wider audience and possibly track the number of contacts for
each platform (Facebook, Youtube, website).

Memorial team …
Our Memorial team has done some phenomenal work! They have set up a process for scholarships by
creating an application for anyone who would like assistance with their education. It has been and always will be the responsibility of the student to apply for the scholarship. While we would like to extend grace to all students and offer them financial assistance, we also recognize the need to be organized and keep good records. The application allows us to do that and to inquire about the student and
their plans for the future.
The Memorial team has also set up a process for using interest from a group of funds that have been
invested. Again, an application was created (Special Ministry Fund Application) to track the need and
the use of these funds. If there is a special ministry that we would like to start or support that is
not a line item on our budget, the Memorial team may be able to help with such a mission.
We want the legacy of our saints to live on in and through our church, designating the church as a recipient of their memorials is a way to do that. We have also created a form to track the saints who
have passed on so that we know what they loved about their church and what they were involved in
while here. The form will help us to honor the life of each saint and give direction for using those memorials.
The Memorial team is not done with their work. They will be creating
a brochure for their team to share with families who have lost a
loved one. The brochure will highlight items that we as a church feel
we need but have not made it a line item on our budget. They will
vary in price range so that a family may either help us accomplish our
goal (smaller ones) or contribute towards a larger goal. We feel we
need to add name plates in some areas of our building as a way to
spark conversations and acknowledge the work of our saints.
This is just a few items on the whiteboard. Next month, I will highlight a couple more areas of work. Blessings, Pastor Jena

The Memorial Committee now has a form
available to those who see a way our
Memorial money would benefit a need
within our church or an outreach
opportunity.

Could you please check
the doors when you
leave the church?
Simply give a tug on
the door to make sure
it has latched.
Thank you!

We also created a form for scholarships.
It is the responsibility of the student to
contact the church office to get one.
Two opportunities that have already been
suggested are a defibrillator and a donation
to the Beacon of Hope for their elevator
fund.

Iowa United Methodist Foundation

To my Trinity Church Family,
Thank you friends for driving by, the cards,
notes, phone calls, message by email and
Facebook, balloons, and gifts. All are special. It was an unforgettable birthday. I am
so blessed to be a part of Trinity.
Mary Ann Bousfield

Scholarships offered
by the Iowa United
Methodist Foundation
will be available on
December 1, 2020. If you are interested,
please check their website, iumf.org or
call the church office.

Scholarships

Outreach News
Our Outreach team sent a note (and some candy) to the Law Enforcement
employees this month! We wanted to express our appreciation for the work that
they do in our communities.
We made cards with the staff names, similar to the Fort Dodge High School
staff list of names. If you would like to pray for a few law enforcement employees, please contact the church office. There are a limited number of cards, so
please call before you finish reading the newsletter!

UMW News
Those who would like to make a PLEDGE TO MISSIONS or
Donation to “No-Bake Bake Sale” or a donation to your
Circle offering, need to mail or deliver any money to Marge
Ellerbeck by Friday, December 4. My reports need to be to
the District UMW treasurer no later than December 9. If it
is easier to mark an envelope and leave your donation at
the church office, I can pick it up there. Thank you!
Marge Ellerbeck, treasurer
2735 N. 15th Place Fort Dodge, IA 50501 (515) 955-8173

Daily Devotions
If you are looking for a way to get into the scriptures just a little bit each day, we
have the Upper Room Daily Devotions which contain two months worth of materials.
We ask for a donation for these books.
We also have the Disciplines book which is a year long book of daily devotions.
Both are excellent ways to deepen your faith and get more familiar with scripture.
This year, we are asking for a $10 donation for the Disciplines book.
As always, we remain committed to helping everyone in their walk with Christ.. So,
if you are not able to make a donation at this time, please take a book anyway!
In the midst of all that’s going on, if you are not able to receive the devotions thru
email, please call the office. We would be happy to send them thru the US Postal
Service. We currently send the devotions once a week along with the sermon notes.
Missions … On the computer, I found my perfect match!
Did I get your attention? My perfect match is a Sheena Sheep. When you go to
Heifer.org you can take the perfect match quiz and find your perfect match.
Most of us at Trinity are familiar with Heifer International, a fantastic
organization working to end hunger and poverty around the world by providing livestock and
training to struggling families and communities. Passing on the offspring of the animals benefits the entire community. It has become a longtime favorite here at Trinity.
With online worship services only, our quarter tubes for Heifer stand empty. If it touches
your heart, please send a donation to church by marking Heifer on
the memo line. Have some fun and find your perfect match. Now,
what is a Sheena Sheep? Jeff Becker, Mission Chair

High School Youth
Our high school students are connecting whether in-person or online! Last week, the
students went on a scavenger hunt within their homes to find unusual objects. We
will continue to build relationships, learn about the scriptures and maybe even provide some input for the Christmas program. Stay tuned for more exciting news!
Hymnals
With the shift to online only worship services for the next few weeks, we have decided to make hymnals
available to you! If you would like a hymnal (United Methodist Hymnal or The Faith We Sing), please call
the church ((515) 573-3519) to let us know. Then stop by the church and pick one up. They
are on the bench in the south entryway. John Wesley believed that we should ‘sing lustily
and with good courage.’ So, feel free to sing loud or make a joyful noise! Pastor Jena
Celebrating Communion
Since we will be celebrating communion thru live streaming, you can pick up the prepackaged communion set for the first Sunday in December & January. Please call the church office ((515) 573
-3519) and we will meet you at the door!

Office Hours– Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Worship Online Only through Januar 10, 2021
Sunday – 9:30 a.m. (Live Streamed)
Watch on Facebook or YouTube
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199217164191/
https://www.youtube.com search trinityumcfd
Office Phone - (515) 573-3519

email - office@trinityumcfd.org

Pastor Jena - (712) 840-1834

email - revjena@trinityumcfd.org

Church Website – www.trinityumcfd.org
Conference Website - www.iaumc.org … check for updates/news/sign up to receive emails

Newsletter Deadline For December
To help get the newsletter out in a timely fashion, please submit
information to the office by December 20th.
Please send the information to: office@trinityumcfd.org

Contact information update
We have lost contact with some of our members.
Would you please help us locate them? This month we are looking for….
Jamie Hynes (2)
Susan Turner (2)
Juanita Martin (2)
Todd Olson (2)
Bob & Carol Wolfe

Vicki Parks (2)
Don & Deb Morrison (2)
Denise Beer (2)
Aaron Dannebring (2)

Barb Smith (2)
David & Sandiee Knupp
Barb Corey
Matt Conden

Do you have adult children who were confirmed here at Trinity UMC as a youth and joined
our church? If they have moved away, could you let us know if they have joined another
church or not? We would like to update our church records and may not have the correct
information. Your help is appreciated.
If you have contact information, could you please call the church at (515) 573-3519?
Thank you. I truly want to connect with our members.
Pastor Jena

Worship Committee

Greetings from the Worship Committee where we strive to make our worship space and worship experience as meaningful to as many people as possible. The Worship Committee held its most recent meeting on October 29th. One of
our initial discussions centered around how to try and keep our youth involved in as much as possible during these
crazy times of pandemic. Look to see more of them involved in service hopefully during the Advent/Christmas season.
We also discussed different ways to continue to improve our Live Stream capabilities in an effort to make it as interactive as possible for those watching from home. Our calendar of events and services for the Holiday Season was also
addressed with much discussion on how to carry on with COVID precautions. Much of this schedule is now subject to
change with the Conference stopping in person worship through January 10, 2021. We encourage everyone to watch
their emails and newsletters though as we will have many special services being live streamed during this Christmas
season!
Jared Feddersen
Worship Committee Chair

Our children’s Christmas program will be a
little bit different this year. We are asking
for our young families to take a video of their
children or family reading some Christmas
books. We will be delivering books along with
our Sunday School packets. If you and/or
your children would like to provide some
musical gift, that would be great as well.
The video needs to be in an .MP4 format or
contact the church office about getting it to
us. Our confirmation and high school students
will be reading the scriptures that tell about
the birth of Jesus. We will compile the videos
for the Christmas program. Please contact
the church office ((515) 573-2519) if you
would like to volunteer to participate.

Confirmation
Bibles are in and I can’t wait to start
reading! We picked a bible that we agreed
made sense and was easy to read. We
know we are able to connect on-line, so
now we need to get going. I’m sure you
will see some of our students during
Advent. It’s exciting to be able to read and
discuss the stories together. We are so
grateful for a church that supports the
work that we are doing!
Please keep us all in your prayers.

Finance Committee update…
For the month ending October 31, 2020 our general offering matched (almost exactly!) our year-todate ministry expenses including all of our apportionment obligation to the conference! We continue to be blessed by the commitment and faithfulness to the financial welfare of our congregation.
Thank you for your continued support! Your giving is enriching lives and facilitating the spread of
His good news of hope and forgiveness!
The 2021 ministry budget has been developed and approved at $291,219.00. This represents an
increase over last year primarily due to a move from part-time to full-time pastoral support. Please
send in your stewardship pledge so that we can ensure we are planning appropriately. While the
budget process is necessary, the exciting part is putting this money into action for God’s work!
Next meeting: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 @ 5:30 pm (likely via Zoom). Contact the office if
you would like to participate - all are welcome!
Finance Committee: Dee Murman (chairperson, 515.574.9977), Eric Pratt,
Renee Maulsby, Brooke Barber (recording secretary), Josh Smith, Keith Wiley,
Mark Marner, Bonnie Yoder, Karen Hilpipre and Donna Gutknecht

Manna Meal …
Our next Manna Meal (at First UMC) is scheduled for January 23, 2021. Meals will be
packaged and picked up by the patrons at the elevator door.
We are again asking for your generous support. We will need 10 loaves of French bread
(Wal-mart), 7 pans of box brownies and 20 cans or jars of spaghetti sauce (any kind).
If you are willing to donate, please call the office. Thank you.
Karen Hilpipre

12/1-Rose Dopita
12/1-Addison Roe
12/2-Debby Roe
12/3-Gail Gailbraith
12/3-Jerrick Richman
12/4-Rachel Bell
12/4-Lane Hansen
12/4-Harvey Hilpipre
12/6-Emerson Paukert
12/7-Kyle Johnson
12/7-Mike Shelton
12/9-Jeff Lohmeier
12/10-Georgia Herrington
12/10-Barbara Humphrey
12/11-Daryl Beall
12/11-Makenzie Fuller
12/11-DeLoy Koester
12/12-Jan McCutchen
12/13-Dawn Long
12/14-Jason Beckman
12/14-Ramona Peterson
12/15-Bill Becker
12/15-Jean Warg
12/16-Jeff Becker
12/17-Jace Campbell
12/18-Emma Ebelsheiser
12/18-Joseph Heatherington
12/19-Owen Breeser
12/19-Jerry Chada
12/19-David Messerly
12/19-Wanda Shelton
12/19-Jacob Totten
12/20-Susan Peters
12/21-Angela Bryan
12/21-Josh Smith
12/21-Jackie Surles
12/22-Deb Shelton
12/25-Kendall Seil
12/25-Rhiannon Patterson
12/26-Jeanne Herrington
12/26-Peg Trevino
12/28-Kim Chansler
12/28-Katie Thompson
12/29-Nick Corey
12/29-Dean Fryar
12/30-Lois Martin

12/5-Bill & Mickie Messerly
12/9-Sean & Josephine Alstott
12/18-Jared & Karine Feddersen
12/20-Bill & Diane McIntyre
12/21-Mark & Jan Carpenter
12/26-Don & Georgia Herrington
12/28-Mark & Ruth Babbitt
12/29-Frank & Zelda Farmer
12/29-Doug & Jamie Kilian

Please keep the following people in
your prayers ...
Shelly (Cornwell) Sanford
Paul Eldal
Jan Piercy
Ilene Smith
Linda Pingel
Amy (Perkins) Smith
Miriam Hoskins
Elaine Cassady
Amy Pederson
Deb Harvey
Karen & Richard Nelson
Linda Sessler
Jim Olson
Betty Rhoad
All who are working thru COVID-19!
All who have surgeries postponed!
All who are struggling with isolation!
School staff and students!
Prayers requests are updated on
a regular basis. Please let us
know if there is anyone you
would like added.
Give a call!
Show you care!
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