
October 2020 

To make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 

transformation  

of the world.  

Trinity United Methodist Church  

(515) 573-3519  

Visit our website:  

www.trinityumcfd.org 

    Like us on Facebook or  

Watch us into YouTube. 

Thanksgiving Ingathering 
 The Thanksgiving Ingathering will still be held this year, but it will take on a very 
different look due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We will not have the speakers, bizarre, or the 
auction of quilts and other items in the Fuller Hall. The youth will not gather the night be-
fore to have a lock-in. 
 Mission Ingathering will be a “drive through” process this year. Volunteers will meet 
your vehicle, take your kits, collect your remittance form (with check stapled to it, please), 
and off you go. You will not need to leave your vehicle. 
 he Mission Team here at Trinity UMC will meet on October 1 at *** to assemble our 
kits and to make a list of items needed in order to complete any kits necessary.  
 We will partner with Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) in Pawnee, Illi-
nois, to collect kits at all of the sites on Saturday, November 7, 2020. These kits are vitally 
important this year due to all of the disasters that have happened. MMCD is providing phe-
nomenal assistance at each of our collection sites. MMDC is an UMCOR affiliate. 

Congratulations to Rev. Jena!  
Her first grandchild was born on  
September 9th.  

Welcome to: 
Elaine Ann  

Manchester! 

Congratulations to Norma Hughett on the  

arrival of her 1st great-grandchild on  

September 26th! 

Welcome  

Eleanor Jean Peterson! 

Newsletter Deadline For November 

To help get the newsletter out in a timely fashion, please submit all  

information  to the office by October 20th. 

Please send the information to: office@trinityumcfd.org 

 



Rachel Bell retires ... 

I’d like to sincerely thank those who have reached out with kind words as I begin my retire-
ment from my position as Christian Education director.  It was a very difficult decision, as 
this has been my life for the better part of the pat 20+ years. My years as Christian Ed di-
rector here has enriched my life in more ways than I could ever have imag-
ined it would.  I would like to thank the congregation for accepting me 
many years ago and trusting in me to teach and nurture the young people 
of this church on their journey to Christ.  I know there will be days when I 
will miss my job unbearably, but the time was right to let it go.  My health 
is such that I was finding it difficult to do the things required of this job.  I 
am looking forward to staying involved in many church activities, some that I didn’t have 
the time to do before.  I love this church, and I love you all. Rachel Bell                                   

The Memorial Committee met on September 15th with six members and Pastor Jena in at-
tendance.  We were given  a copy of Memorial Committee Guidelines and discussed the 
duties of our committee. 
 
We looked over the September 2020 Memorial Report which showed us how much money 
we have and where some of it has been earmarked to go.  After some discussion, it was 
decided we ask each Committee Chairperson to think of needs of their committee and sub-
mit them to the Memorial Committee.  A letter will be sent to each chairman with more in-
formation. 
 
We also discussed Scholarships and it was decided the committee would come up with a 
form for those seeking a scholarship to fill out to apply for a scholarship.  We also dis-
cussed offering the scholarship for more than one year.  More on this topic will be decided 
at our next meeting. 
 
It was suggested we produce a brochure that asks the family if there is a special place 
they want their Memorial Money to go.  It would also offer suggestions as to where the 
money might be needed within the church.  These would be given to family members at 
the time of the funeral planning. 
 
Our next meeting will be October 13th at 6:30 at the church. 
Patsy Pukacz, Memorial Chairperson 

Budgets 

Every committee at Trinity UMC is    asked to consider your ministry needs 
and provide a budget for the 2021 year. The Finance committee will be meeting on Thurs-
day, October 15 to consider the budgets submitted. This may be new for Trinity UMC and I 
get that. I believe it’s important to empower our ministries to do what God is asking of us. 
Thank you for taking the time to pray about your team and where God is leading us!    

 Pastor  Jena 



Finance News 

 

The Finance Committee is happy to report that the church's finances are in good shape despite the 

pandemic keeping us a greater distance from one another than desired! Year-to-date through the end 

of August, your gifts deposited into the General Fund nearly match our ministry expense 

($157,164.32 has been received and $160,895.55 has been used). We are UP-TO-DATE on our obliga-

tion to apportionments paid to the Iowa Conference ($29,258 paid so far) AND we have some ex-

traordinary gifts bequeathed and accepted at the September 4th Charge Conference. These gifts 

($45,138.27 from the Darrell O'Brion estate and an anonymous $18,775.70) were given without 

special designation. We need your help in determining how best to use these funds and honor 

the memory of these benevolent  donors.  If you have any ideas to share, please contact a finance com-

mittee member or stop at the office to get your name on the committee's next meeting agenda so 

that we can discuss it as a group.  

Also, our committee is now in the process of developing the 2021 Ministry Budget with each of our 

committee leads. These requests will be presented at the November 8th Charge Conference for ap-

proval. A special Stewardship Sunday will be held at the end of November to celebrate and commit to 

our congregation's ministry goals.  

 

Finance Committee: Dee Murman, Eric Pratt, Renee Maulsby, Brooke Barber, Josh Smith, Keith Wiley, 

Mark Marner, Bonnie Yoder, Karen Hilpipre, Donna Gutnecht and Gary Astor 

 

Next meeting: Thursday, October 15th @ 5:30 pm at the church. All are welcome! 

Trustees Update 
 
Spring Valley Roofers has reached an agreement with our insurance company over the hail damage we had way back when. 
 
It will cost more than the original estimate. However, our cost is still the $1,000 deductible. Insurance will cover the following 
extras … 
 
… TPO roofing over the kitchen where we have had leaks. 
… Additional ice stuff (not a technical term) under the shingles so ice doesn’t build up. 
… Roof ventilation where needed. 
 
These extras mean a better roof for us with less troubles (our hope and prayer) in the future. 
This means … 
… Spring Valley has a new contract for us to sign with these additional items. 
… The insurance company will still pay for the extra items mentioned above. 
… Spring Valley will want a bigger check when we sign the contract. 
… Spring Valley can get started with the parsonage yet this fall. 
 
One other thing to note, because the hail damage caused damage to the trim on the parsonage windows (sounds like the siding, 
too), the parsonage and garage will need new siding. Iowa has a law called “line of sight” that says if one side of a house needs to 
be replaced, any other sides in the line of sight will also need to be replaced by the insurance company. This actually increases 
the value of the parsonage and works in our favor. So, please don’t panic if you see that kind or work being done! 
 
Please contact Scott Lundgren if you have any questions or concerns. His number is (515) 206-5548. Thank you for your work in 
caring for our church and parsonage.  Pastor Jena 

 



 
Lay Servant Training 

 
 Lay Servant is a title created for individuals who hear God’s call to be more active in 
ministry, supporting their pastor and their church. There is a basic class that is offered and 
then several advanced classes. The basic class is only offered in person. We will be social 
distancing and masks are essentially required. The advanced classes can be taken online, 
which is really nice during this pandemic. 
 Trinity UMC is hosting the basic class on Saturday, October 24 from 9 am – 5 pm. 
Lunch will be provided. Pastor Kim Dewey (from Aurelia UMC) will be the instructor for the 
day and has taught this class several times. You are in good hands! This class also counts 
towards current lay servants/lay speakers continuing education (charge conference form 
thing). There is a book that is required reading for this class. I will order 5 books, so if you 
are interested, you can look at a book before deciding to participate. The book is Lay Serv-
ant Ministries Basic Course Participant’s Book, ISBN number 9780881776263.  
 By taking this basic class, you will be able to preach here at Trinity UMC if that is 
God’s call for your life. I do get sick occasionally and appreciate those who have a sermon 
in their pocket! I will also need someone to fill in when I go on vacation or have special 
things come up. 
 I hope you will consider spending the day here at Trinity UMC to learn about how 
you can serve in and through our church. Please contact the church office by phone or 
email to learn more about it. Or you can call me to take a look at the book. 
 
Pastor Jena 

     October Meetings 

1-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. 
    Missions– Work on Thanksgiving Ingathering Kits 
4-Live Stream Worship celebrating Holy Communion together 
5-Bible Study-7:00 p.m. (Women's) 
8-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. 
12-Bible Study-7:00 p.m. (Women's) 
13-UMW—World Thank Offering -10:00 a.m. 
     Memorial Committee-6:30 p.m. 
15-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. 
      Finance Committee-5:30 p.m. 
20-Bible Study-7:00 (Women's) 
      Ad Council -6:30 p.m. 
22-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. 
24-Lay Servant Training-9:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
26-Bible Study-7:00 (Women's) 
29-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. 



Please join in celebrating Mary Ann Bousfield’s  

90th birthday on Nov. 1st  

with a card shower! Cards may be sent to her home at   
1428 N. 11th Street,  

Ft. Dodge, IA 50501-7512. 
 

Due to Covid-19 no reception is planned to honor Mary Ann, however she will be 
present in her driveway for a no-contact drive-by greeting time (weather per-

mitting) on  
Sunday, November 1, from noon to 1:30 p.m.*  

*Remember November 1 is the time change to turn your clocks back one hour.  

Contact information update 
 We have computer software to keep track of membership information and that is a 
blessing, until it gets outdated. It’s like owning an 8 track tape player and then realizing that 
music is now published on CDs. If you don’t keep up with the changes, the information 
quickly becomes old and you can only listen to the 8 track tapes that you have on hand (or 
find at a rummage sale). You don’t get the blessing of the new music.  
 So, if you or a family member has moved, please let the church office know ((515) 
573-3519). We want to include people, not accidently or unintentionally exclude people. 
We are renewing our efforts to connect with our members and help them to hear what is 
going on at Trinity UMC. 
             Your connection to a church family is where you find support, encouragement, and 
grow in your faith. If you or a family member has found another church, we understand and 
would be happy to transfer your membership to that church if you find that is where your 
heart is. If you haven’t been attending any church, then please come and see, come and 
hear what Trinity UMC has to offer you. 
 If you stopped attending worship because of an unfortunate event, please feel free to 
reach out to me. I would love to hear what we did to offend or upset you and look for a way 
to bridge that gap to peace. I believe we are meant to be connected and be a part of a com-
munity who listens, love and care about others. I hope you see that as our role. 
 Please contact the church office ((515) 573-3519) or email the church at 
office@trinityumcfd.org provide updates to your contact information (i.e. phone numbers, 
addresses, birth dates, etc.) or contact information for your family. If you want to chat with 
me, please feel free to call my cell phone at (712) 840-1834 or email at revje-
na@trinityumcfd.org.  I would love to connect with you! Pastor Jena 

 
 
 



Thank you… 

Thank you to everyone responsible for the meal that was given to Rusty and me while I 
was under the weather for the last 3 weeks.  I can’t tell you how wonderful the timing was 
( I wasn’t feeling up to cooking and Rusty was getting hungry!)  I continue to 
say that we have the most caring church family ever!  God bless you all.   

Rachel Bell 

Internet updates 
We are in the midst of switching internet providers in order to live stream! Okay, by the time you 
read this, we will be able to live stream our worship service!  A little background information … 
 
We have been recording worship and then uploading it to the internet on Facebook and 
YouTube. Starting on September, 27, we will stream live at 9:30. We will start a little bit early in 
order to get connected and have two praise songs, live from Trinity UMC in Fort Dodge!  This is 
so exciting!  
 
It means that on October 4 at 9:30, we can celebrate Holy Communion, together, as a family, 
whether you are in the sanctuary or in your home! We can be connected and united once again!  
 
We still have to use the little prepackaged elements, but we can celebrate together! If you would 
like the prepackaged communion elements, please call the church office (515) 573-3519 to get 
them. We can even deliver them if you are not able to get out. This is an important part of who 
we are, so we want everyone to join in this sacrament. 
 
Thank you to Nick Salmon for all the phone calls and research with internet providers. Thank you 
to Scott Lundgren for the work to get our facility ready and working with Bemrich Electric. Thank 
you to Roger Netz for testing the connections to ensure this really works!  
 
We have so many great teams working to improve what we have already done! That’s the magic 
sauce! 
 
Pastor Jena 
                                                                               
 

 

Charge Conference 

Our Charge Conference is scheduled for Sunday, November 8 at 2 
pm. We will be meeting in the Gathering Room and connecting with 

several other churches by Zoom. If you are not 
comfortable in joining us in person, you can con-
nect to Zoom from home. All charge Conference 
forms need to be submitted to the church office 
no later than Friday, October 16 so that can be 
prepared for the Tuesday, October 20 Ad. Council 
meeting. Thank you for your help in filling these 
out!    Pastor Jena 



Happy  
Birthday 

 
1-Matt Becker 
1-Lori Cassady 

1-Austin Stewart 
3-Amanda Pratt 
3-Ilene Smith 

4-Joanne Astor 
4-Rhonda Olson 

4-Gayle Reed 
5-Janelle Chada 
5-Gavin Hansen 

5-Garnita Johnson 
7-Sharon Perkins 
8-Cole Johnson 
8-Amanda Peart 
8-Matt Ramus 

8-Lucas Vander Maten 
9-Theresa Doster 

9-Sarah Geilenfeld 
9-Lisa Meyer 

9-Diana Thompson 
10-Riley Bonzer 
11-Carol Knapp 
11-Erin Rogers 
14-Sharon Berg 
14-Linda Sessler 

14-Pat Shaw 
15-Cody Seil 

15-Rebecca Shelton 
17-Emily Hicks 
17-Jeff Riley 

18-Kassi Schnetzer 
19-Deanne Ebelsheiser 

19-Chris Johnson 
19-Diane Larson 

21-Sandra Valvoda 
23-Aaron Galbraith 
23-Reagan Semple 

24-Pat Anderson 
24-Allison Kutz 
25-Jana Nelson 

26-Ashley Ebelsheiser 
26-Jerry Schweppe 
26-Glenn Yenger 

27-Matilda Breeser 
28-Gini Chizek 

28-Dorothy Kennedy 
29-Dale Conklin 

30-Stacey Stuhrenberg 
31-Dan Rogers 

 

 
 
 
 
 

12– Mike & Rose Dopita 
17-Tony & Dawn Long 

20-Scott & Solveig Lundgren 
20-Bruce & Dee Murman 

27– Lawrence & Leanne Hartley 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelly (Cornwell) Sanford 
Paul Eldal 
Jan Piercy 
L J Hartley 
Ilene Smith  
Linda Pingel 

Amy (Perkins) Smith 
Miriam Hoskins 
Elaine Cassady 
Amy Pederson 

Deb Harvey 
Richard Nelson 
Linda Sessler 

Jim Olson 
 

Prayers requests are updated on a 
regular basis. Please let us know if 

there is anyone you  
would like added.  

 
Give a call! 

Show you care!  
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