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     Improving Trinity Online Church Services 
We want you to know that we appreciate all the comments regarding our online 

church services. This has been a learning experience as we’ve improved our process and 
format during this unusual time. 
 I want to express our thanks to Roger and Shari Netz, Jared Feddersen, Kathy Becker 
and Pastor Jena for their help in this process. 

We will be changing our internet service provider as soon as possible with a goal of 
providing consistent live streaming of our Sunday morning services. The Trinity UMC Ad-
ministrative Council approved this change at our last meeting on August 18th.  It will take a 
few weeks to complete the transition and we will keep you aware of our progress. 

Nick Salmon, Chair 
Trinity Administrative Council 

 
Thank you to everyone 

for your cards and  
concern on the death 

of my sister,  
Maxine Bright of  

Cedar Falls.  It was 
very much appreciated! 

 
Thank you, 
Gary Astor 

You would never know there is a pandemic going on based on all the activity at the church! I mean that is 
a great way!  We have lots of things going on at Trinity UMC! We are cleaning rooms, organizing supplies, 
cleaning the garage, sending cards to churches cleaning up after the derecho storm, quilting, bible stud-
ies (yep, more than one), gearing up for confirmation and preparing for children’s Sunday School, and 
more. We are starting to host other meetings, but ask that they sign the COVID-19 addendum to our 
building use policy. We have to sanitize the space when each group is done in order to keep everyone 
safe.  

This is an exciting time to be a part of Trinity. You are welcome to jump in and help at any time. If you 
just want to walk around and see what has changed, you are welcome! 

September Events 

1st–Finance Committee–6:30 p.m. 
3rd–Charge Conference-6:30 p.m.– (To Receive Large Financial Gift) 
9th–SPRC-4:00 p.m. 
10th–Bible Study-8:30 a.m. (Book of Romans led by Solveig) 
12th–Confirmation Service-all morning 
14th-Women’s Bible Study-7:00-8:30 p.m. (Materials unknown) 
15th–Memorial Committee-6:30 p.m. 
17th-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. (Book of Romans led by Solveig) 
21st-Women’s Bible Study-7:00-8:30 p.m. (Materials unknown) 
24th-Bible Study-8:30 a.m. (Book of Romans led by Solveig) 
28th-Women’s Bible Study-7:00-8:30 p.m. (Materials unknown) 
30th-SPRC-6:00-9:00 p.m.-(Expectation Workshop) 



Connections … Community … Compassion … Commitment … Christ-centered 
 
I don’t know how to explain this, but I’m going to give it a shot!  God has been moving in some mighty 
ways!  When God speaks, I try to listen. I also add my two cents and try to figure out what I need to do, 
even if God may it clear what I needed to do. Remember the sweet corn story? Without a doubt, I get in 
the way! I strive to follow, but sometimes I have a plan and it sounds like a good plan, until it’s not. And 
that’s when I rediscover that God’s plan is better. 
 
So, here’s what’s been going on… This whole COVID-19 thing has messed with so many things that we 
knew as normal or normal routines, right? Well, I see it as an opportunity to try new things or find new 
ways to being or doing. Maybe not the exact same thing, but same outcome. 
 
God has bigger plans! Normally, I would be out and about visiting with people in our church family, going 
to ball games and getting to know people. Normally, I would find a coffee shop or café and connect with 
patrons and/or staff. This summer, I connected with employees at Menards, Casey’s and a couple of other 
places.  
 
I try to build a sense of community by showing compassion. We have more in common that we do differ-
ences. Focus on what we have in common and build on that. We are here together for a reason, so let’s 
work together and figure out what God wants us to do together. As relationships are built, they must con-
tain compassion. Without compassion or love, what do you have?  
 
When you have love, there is a commitment to stick together. I saw a picture on Facebook the other day 
that said something like … when challenges happen, someone who cares will not leave, they will put a pot 
of coffee on and invite you to pull up a chair and then listen to you, not offering an opinion or advice, but 
simply listen to your heart. That’s beautiful! That’s a great example of connections, community, compas-
sion, commitment. The only thing that’s missing is prayer!  
 
God has put me in places to pray with people. No longer do I say … I’ll pray for you. I pray on the spot. Re-
cently, God has stepped that up. God has me awake at night to listen. I’m so grateful God hasn’t sat me 
on the toilet at 2 AM to get my attention! God has placed it on my heart to love and care for the high 
school staff. Yep, you heard me. Every morning, I sit in my living room, read my bible and pray. I look up 
and the high school is across the street and so I pray for the staff, the students and all who enter. Appar-
ently, that wasn’t enough! 
 
I hear God saying, go and pray, go and love, go and encourage. Even with COVID-19? Yep! Ok, now, my 
last churches loved on the staff of our schools. We put together cards with the name, building and posi-
tion. On the back side of the card, were words of encouragement and a commitment to pray for each per-
son.  
 
In sharing this idea with others here, our high school staff may welcome words of encouragement and a 
bit of love. So, our outreach team will meet to see what we can do! I know that God has more plans for us 
to be instruments of love and to encourage others. Plans to share Christ with others! Are you available to 
help? What is God laying on your heart? I’d love to hear about it!  
 
In His Service, 
Pastor Jena 



IN MEMORIUM 
 

Marjory Jean (Crisman) Thompson passed away on Nov. 26th, 2019 at Friendship Haven.   She was the 
daughter of DeVere and Bertha (Pollack) Crisman, born on July 12, 1924.  She was united in marriage to 
Glen Oren Thompson on August 29, 1943.  Glen Oren Thompson passed away on April 1, 2020 at Friend-
ship Haven.  He was the oldest son of Oren C. and Mae (Ricke) Thompson.  He was born on August 18th, 
1922.   His marriage to Marjory lasted for 76 years.   These are the facts.  
 
But there is so much more about them that made them almost “forces of Nature” when it came to the influ-
ence they had on the family and friends that were around them.   
 
Their influence rested on a foundation of Faith in God and their fellow human beings; trust in the goodness 
of people; and a commitment to leave the world a better place.   
 
They were very active in the United Methodist Church with Marjory serving in a variety of positions in the 
EUB and United Methodist women’s groups.  Her ability to organize and provide leadership in a variety of 
settings was amazing.  Those ranged from the Athletic Dept. at the University of Iowa, the Dean of Students 
office at the Iowa State University; the administration of Heifer Project International to the Lord’s Cupboard 
in Ft. Dodge.  She was her own person, loving and caring, but did not condone bad behavior or bad lan-
guage.  Her love of music and art, of being of service and helping others colored everything and every word 
she said and did.   
 
Glen joined her in these activities.  He served the church in a variety of ways, but his contribution was more 
about making life fun!  He was on the staff of the Iowa State Extension Service for 25 years.  He always 
laughed that he got to get paid for playing games!  Yet his contributions go far beyond calling Square Danc-
es.  He was heavily involved in the Rural Young People program; wrote the first national 4-H leadership 
development plan; helped create Hawkeye Recretory; was heavily involved in Heifer Project International; 
and was often referred to as the “Mayor of Friendship Haven”!   
 
Their 3 children, Gayle, Beth and Mike, plus spouses, grandchildren, great grandchildren and one great, 
great grandchild are joined by hundreds of friends around the world in honoring their work and their 
memory by keeping the values and faith that sustained them alive and well.   
 
The family of Glen and Marj Thompson want to fully acknowledge not only the legacy that they left behind, 
but also want to express their deepest gratitude to Friendship Haven.   Friendship Haven as an organization 
provided a safe and compassionate place for Glen and Marj to live out their final years.  That could only 
have happened because of the wonderful, loving, compassionate staff that made it all possible.  The nursing 
staff, aides and administration were so wonderful, but we cannot forget the kitchen staff, the grounds crews, 
the maintenance and laundry staff, the volunteers at the front desk or in the gift shop.   Glen and Marj knew 
them all by name.   When they were able to walk around the grounds, it took them forever, because they 
would stop and visit with each person they met.   Each staff person knew them by name.  The words 
THANK YOU cannot fully express our love and appreciation for Friendship Haven and all who work and 
serve there.   
 
Finally, I suspect that the following scenario might well have happened:   On April 1, when Glen reached 
the Pearly Gates, St. Peter welcomed him with open arms and opened the gates wide.  Marj was waiting for 
him, giving him a big hug, but also wondering why he took so long!  Glen just grinned and rolled his eyes!   
Then she said, “Come on, I’ve picked out the perfect mansion for us.  It is 
near my favorite hair solon and a wonderful golf course!  To which Glen’s 
response was, “Whatever!”   
May they rest in peace!  AMEN  

 
This memorial tribute was written by  

Marge & Glen’s son, Mike Thompson.  



Church Information Updates 
 

We are in the process of getting records updated in our data base, Church Windows. 
1. If you have dropped your landline, we would like your cell phone numbers.  
2. If you haven’t see your birthday or anniversary listed in newsletters, please let us know too!  
3. If you would rather have the newsletter only by email, please let us know that too. I know we  
     asked questions a few years ago, but we are just checking on updates.  
4.  Maybe you have joined another church and we are not aware of that transfer.   
      

 You can either call the church office at (515) 573-3519, email at  office@trinityumcfd.org  
or send a note in the mail to, 838 North 25th Street Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in making any needed changes.   

Update from the Trustees 
 

A huge thank you to Tom Marks, Cliff Ellerbeck, Mark Babbitt for the help in cleaning out the 
garage. We thought we would make some room for the rummage sale.  
  
Thank you to Ruth and Mark Babbitt for painting the janitor’s closet. It looks great.  
 
The projector project will be completed very soon. The hail storm that we had a few weeks 
ago damaged the roof of the parsonage and of the church. The insurance adjuster was on 
the roof for over 2.5 hours! Spring Valley will be doing the work. 
  
One of the big air conditioners had a freon leak over the weekend (Aug. 21-22). Mid States 
came out and added freon. We are not sure how fast it is leaking out, but the temperatures 
should be dropping soon and that will help. 
  
Our insurance company is asking us to collect certificates of insurance from all the people 
who do work for us at Trinity UMC. We will keep these on file in the office. 
 
Your work is very much appreciated! 
Your eyes and ears are appreciated to help keep our facilities looking great! Thank you! 

Mission News 
 

Lord’s Cupboard 
Thank you to all who donated items to the Lord’s Cupboard!  

Thirty sacks of groceries were delivered to  
First United Methodist on Monday August 10th!  

Message from Joni Ham-Olson, “Out thanks to this group and  
Trinity UMC for donating and delivering canned goods and some  

fresh veggies to the Lord’s Cupboard! You are awesome!” 
 

Ingathering Tree 
It’s not too late to pick an angel off of the Ingathering Tree.  

On Thursday, October 1st at 7:00 p.m. 
the kits will be assembled here at Trinity. All help is welcomed! 



Christian Education News: 
 
We are finally able to move ahead with our Confirmation class from last spring. The confirmands 
met for their final class on August 19th and reviewed their lessons from 
last year. Due to Covid-19 it was decided that for safety measures, Confirmation Day would look 
considerably different this year.  The students will meet individually with their leaders on Satur-
day, September 12th in 1/2 hour increments. During this time they will take the steps through the 
confirmation procedure. Afterwards, the sanctuary will be sanitized for the next individual.  
  
We have 5 students being confirmed from last spring. They are Lilly Johnson, Molly Laird, Evan 
Pratt and Olivia Totten. Their instructor has been Solveig Lundgren. This has been a wonderful 
group of students and we look forward to them becoming a vital part of our church family for 
many years. 
  
This year’s confirmation will begin in October. If you are going into 7th, 8th or older and have not 
been confirmed you are welcome to join this class. If you are being confirmed this fall and would 
like to take the class again to further your knowledge and commitment, you are welcome to join 
the class again.  Let me (Rachel-515-408-1197) if you plan to be in confirmation this year.  Let-
ters will be sent out in the near future with more information. 
  
Sunday School 
Plans for Sunday School haven’t been set in stone. We are exploring a couple of options. Option 
one is to start classes the middle of September, meeting one week a month in person, and the 
other weeks using packets as we did in the summer. The other option is to start meeting in per-
son each week, but not starting until a few weeks after school begins, to get a feel for how things 
go with that. We will keep you updated as decisions are made. 
  
Youth Group 
I am hoping that we can start meeting as 2 groups (middle and high school) beginning in Octo-
ber. Middle school is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday and high school on Sundays as be-
fore. More information on that as time progresses. 

Confirmation 2020 
 
 This year’s Confirmations Class will be confirmed on Saturday September 12th, 2020. The stu-
dents who will be confirmed are: Lilly Johnson, Olivia Totten, Molly Laird and Evan Pratt.  
 
 The process s going to be different  than we have seen in the past because of COVID. This will 
not take place during the church service  as usually happens.  The confirmands and their parents will 
meet privately in half hour sessions in the sanctuary with Pastor Jena and myself. 
 
 I know that everybody enjoys seeing our young people profess their faith in Christ at the front 
of the church so this is disappointing for us. However, we can still support them with cards, or texts, 
or phone calls. They need our prayers too! Support them by remembering them in prayer. 
 
        Thank you, 
        Solveig Lundgren 
                      



 
 
 
 
 

3-Vickey Messerly 
7-Jan Friederichs 

8-Val Wehde 
9-Jarrod Chada 
11-Rusty Bell 

11-Daryl Starrett 
12-Roberta Sonksen 

13-Julie Nail 
15-Bill McIntyre 
16-Bill McIntyre 

16-Roger Anderson 
16-David Doster 

17-Marilyn Bergeson 
19-Alexis Stuhrenberg 

19-Brad Wehde 
22-Jodie Hatlestad 
22-Bill Oberhelman 

22-Bill Starrett 
26-Ellie Alstott 

26-Frank Farmer 
27-Mark Babbitt 

27-Kelly Manwarren 
27-Marty Smith 

29-Julie Sonksen 
30-Carter Brokaw  

30-Renee Maulsby 

 
 
 
 
 

1-Don & Kim Peart 
2-Jason & Deanne Ebelsheiser 

3–John & Brenda McBride  
3-Jim & Rhonda Olson 
3–Ben & Amy Pingel 

4–Kraig & Regina Barber 
6–David & Skip Campney 
15-Jerry & Timi Jordison 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelly (Cornwell) Sanford 
Paul Eldal 
Jan Piercy 
L J Hartley 
Ilene Smith  
Linda Pingel 

Amy (Perkins) Smith 
Miriam Hoskins 
Elaine Cassady 
Amy Pederson 

Deb Harvey 
Richard Nelson 
Linda Sessler 

Dick & Betty Lind 
Jim Olson 

 
Prayers requests are updated on a 
regular basis. Please let us know if 

there is anyone you  
would like added.  

 
Give a call! 

Show you care!  

Bible Study 
Thursday morning Bible Study will start up again  

on September 10th @ 8:30 a.m. Solveig Lundgren 
will be leading the study. Watch for emails for more 
information. If you weren't participating previously, 

consider joining ! 
 
 



The August 10 Derecho Storm has devastated more than 150 communities and over 8,000 homes 
in Iowa.  
  
Many church buildings and parsonages were damaged, some severely. Please consider reaching 
out to those brothers and sisters with notes, texts, calls, and prayers. If your buildings were dam-
aged and you have not spoken with your District Superintendent or with Pastor Catie Newman, the 
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, please do so. They can help.  

HOW YOU CAN HELP TODAY 
 HOW WE RESPOND: We want to “be a caring Christian Presence amid Disaster” and to not make 
the situation worse… a few considerations: 

• Please do not take pictures of people's items, homes, OR CHILDREN without their permission. 
This is a direct request from the storm survivors. This is a terrible invasion of privacy at a very 
difficult time.  

• Please do not donate things that are not asked for, it just makes more “things” that someone 
has to handle and deal with.  

• PRAY - and pray some more. This storm has devastated Iowa, communities, and crops. MANY, 
MANY are impacted. YOUR PRAYERS are NEEDED. It is in pray-
er that we unleash God’s power for one another.  

• DONATE - FINANCIAL Donations can be given thru the United 
Methodist Church Advance Special #223. ALL donations are used 
for supporting and helping Iowans affected by these storms.   

• DONATE PHYSICAL ITEMS - so many have lost so much, we   
can help today with donations : 

• Battery operated fans 

• Flashlights (and extra batteries) 

• Lanterns 

• Baby Diapers and Wipes (all sizes)  

• Personal Hygiene items (MUST be new and in original packag-
es)  

• Soap, shampoo, lotion, toothbrushes, deodorant, hand towel  

• Large, heavy trash bags 

• Containers – Totes with lids to pack personal items in  

• Sturdy packing boxes and packing tape (people need to move)  

• Charcoal grills 

• Solar-powered portable chargers for phones 

• Tarps and tie-downs 

• Gloves – heavy work gloves and rubber gloves 

• Propane 

• Wet wipes 

• Charcoal 

• Individually Wrapped Snacks 

• Bottled Water 
    Drop items at: 
 
    Fort Dodge, Trinity UMC 
    838 North 25

th
 Street 

    Fort Dodge, IA  50501 
 
    Please call:    
    (515) 573-3519 

Desperate needs (not in stock 
anywhere): 

• Bar and chain oil (for chain-
saws) 

• Heavy extension cords (for 
generators) 

• Batteries, specifically “D” bat-
teries 

• Gas cans 

• Generators 

https://iaumc-reg.brtapp.com/IowaDisasterResponseDonations
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