
 

 

July 2020 

To make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 

transformation  

of the world.  

Greetings friends of Trinity, 

 Thank you for your continued and unwavering support of the ministries of our church during this 

difficult time of isolation and on-line only worship since March 22, 2020. You have been the light of Christ 

to me, to each other, and to the community we serve. You have been diligent in the continued offering of 

your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness as disciples of Jesus Christ. All you 

do in the name of Jesus is so greatly appreciate and noticed.  Thank you! 

 As you may be aware, since May 1, 2020 Governor Kim Reynolds has lifted the restriction on gath-

erings of religious or spiritual nature of more than 10 people in all 99 counties in Iowa: https://

www.desmoinesregister/amp/3065722001 

          However, our Bishop Laurie Haller, wisely and cautiously requested that all United Methodist 

Churches in Iowa withhold from any in-person worship until after June 1st which we are honoring. Bishop 

Laurie and the Crisis Response team outlined a suggested plan for gradually re-entering our buildings and 

safely conducting in-person worship after June 1st which can be found on the Conference web site at this 

link https://www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry.  

Bishop Laurie and the Cabinet also conducted a zoom meeting with all United Methodist Pastors in 

Iowa on Tuesday May 19, 2020. The power point slides of the zoom meeting and the FAQ’s of that discus-

sion can also be found on the Conference web site at the previous link.  

Bishop Laurie and the Cabinet recognize the need for the pastor and the leadership of each congre-

gation to decide the best plan and timeline for them to begin conducting in-person worship services. We 

have also been highly encouraged to continue offering worship live streamed and video services for those 

who are not comfortable attending in-person worship which we have worked hard to develop and which 

we will continue offering. 

Nick Salmon (Ad. Council Chair), Skip Campney (SPRC Chair), Scott Lundgren (Trustees Chair), 

Jared Fedderson (Worship Chair), Scott Lundgren (Trustees Chair), and Pastor Jena will serve as the Re-

Entry Team for Trinity UMC for in-person worship. We have developed a plan of re-entry and a protocol 

of safety for anyone attending the service.  

 Our Re-Entry Team has spent significant time considering all the aspects of this situation for the 
people of Trinity UMC and the people who use our facility. We want to take a cautious approach to re-

entry. Although there is a broad spectrum of opinion about Trinity UMC conducting in-person worship at 

this time. Our Re-entry Team met to discuss the obstacles and options. On June 18, 2020, we unanimously 

voted to move forward with online worship for July 5, 2020. We will have in-person worship beginning 

July 12, 2020 barring any contrary request by Bishop Laurie or any other unforeseen factor of outbreaks in 

our area.  

With all of this in mind and much thought, and prayer, Trinity UMC will move forward with offer-

ing in-person worship for those who feel comfortable and will honor all social distancing measures in place 

on July 1, 2020. We will worship behind the garage, so please bring a lawn chair. As mentioned, we will 

also offer worship through Facebook live, our church web site, and YouTube.  

   Trinity United Methodist Church  

515-573-3519  
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    Go to our website and like us on  
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We were also highly encouraged to adhere to protocol of re-entry issued by our county health department which we are 

doing: https://www.webstercountyia.org/COVID19/. 

First, and foremost we want every single person to be safe and make the best choices for their situation 
and their family in deciding how to worship together as a congregation.  

A few things you need to know if you are planning to attend in-person worship:  

• We will continue to offer one service at 9:30 in different venues; Facebook live streamed, on our church website, and 

on YouTube. Saturday evening worship services will begin on July 11, 2020. 

• We are asking you to please let us know if you are planning on attending either service by emailing Pastor Jena at 
jena.finch-manchester@iaumc.net or Kathy Becker at office@trinityumcfd.org or leaving a message on the church 
phone at (515) 573-3519 before Saturday at noon, so we can make sure adequate seating is available for those want-

ing to attend. 

• The doors will be unlocked by 9:00 a.m. Please be on time if you are attending. 

• The building has been deeply cleaned and wiped down for your safety and will be cleaned and wiped down each 

week. There will be hand sanitizing stations in several places for your safety and convenience. 

• When you arrive at the church you will see signs as a reminder asking you these questions: 

Do you have a Temperature of 100.7 or above? 

Have you experienced an abnormal cough or shortness of breath?  

Have you been in close contact with someone who has been diagnosed with the coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 

last 14 days? 

            If you have answered yes to any of these questions, please return home and join us for  on-line worship today. 

• If you answer no to all three questions and decide to stay for worship you will be greeted with a smile (from 6-feet 
away and behind a mask) and checked in from a pre-printed list so that we have current contact information for every-

one in attendance. 

The HVAC system will be running as normal as per an update from the Bishop’s office on Wednesday May 27, 2020 

https://www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry  

• There will be disposable masks for your convenience or masks made by our quilters that you may purchase to wear 

while you are in the building and take home with you. 

• Seating will be clearly marked so that every family, couple, or individual remains at least 6-feet from another person(s) 

space. Only every other pew will have available seating at the appropriate 6 feet apart. 

• There will also be signs posted around the building reminding those who attend to honor the safety precautions we 
have in place to keep themselves and everyone else safe. This will include warnings for those over 60 and those with 

health concerns to please consider continuing to shelter in place. 

• On Communion Sunday, individual, pre-packaged containers of bread and juice will be used. 

• Some areas of the church will be closed off to prevent the need to clean them each week. 

During Worship you will notice these things: 

• There will be no ushers, but bulletins will be available for you to pick up or you can print your own bulletin and bring it 

with you. The virtual bulletin will still be provided the Saturday before worship each week. 

• There will be no handshaking for greeting, no hugging before or after worship, no coffee or fellowship after worship. 

• The singing portions of the music will be limited to one verse being played. We are asking the congregation not to sing 

during worship. Humming to the songs is appropriate. 

• The offering basket will be in the back of the church and you will have time to place your offering in the basket your-
self either before, during, or after the service. 

https://www.webstercountyia.org/COVID19/
https://www.iaumc.org/123churchreentry


 

 

Other safety precautions we are implementing currently: 

 

Meetings 

• All meetings should continue to meet via zoom or snap chat if possible, for the rest of the summer. If it is not possible 
for everyone on the team, then meeting in fellowship hall with 10 or less people is acceptable so the group can be 6 

feet apart. Please wipe down tables before and after the meeting. 

Small Groups 

• All groups using the church need to contact the church office to get their group on the calendar. 

• Continue with zoom or snap chat meetings throughout the summer if possible. 

• Any groups meeting in the church need to have reviewed the building guidelines (posted on all doors) and the group 

leader is responsible for their group following the guidelines. 

Staff 

• For now, when staff is in the office working, the building will remain locked. Only one family at a time will be allowed in 

the building. 

• The staff and Pastor are available by text, phone, or email throughout the day and week. Phone calls are automatical-

ly transferred to Kathy Becker. 

Children and Youth ministry 

• Rachel Bell will provide virtual opportunities to connect with the children and youth throughout the summer. 

• It is not recommended that we attempt any in-person activities for children or youth for now as they have such a diffi-

cult time staying 6 feet apart. 

Vacation Bible School will be held virtually this year. We are asking that you register your child(ren) by calling Rachel Bell 

at (515) 408-1197. Deadline is July 1. 

Weddings/Funerals 

Governor Kim Reynolds recommends social distancing, which means families are to be 6 feet apart.  

Bishop Laurie Haller and the Crisis Response team recommends limiting worship to 50% of capacity. 

We are limiting these events to 50 people and will continue to adjust as necessary.  

We cannot have fellowship time, so the kitchen will not be offered to families. 

 

Please know that our plan may not be perfect, but this is what we can announce at this time. We acknowledge that we are 
in unprecedented times and we are doing our best to keep everyone safe and informed. As the pandemic progresses, we 

are hopeful that we will be able to change our policy. Thank you for your patience. 

 

Sincerely with you on this journey in Jesus, 

Trinity UMC Re-Entry Team 

Nick Salmon, Ad. Council Chair   Skip Campney, SPRC Chair 

Scott Lundgren, Trustees Chair   Jared Feddersen, Worship Committee Chair 

Rev. Jena Finch-Manchester, Pastor  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Christian Education News 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

We are going ahead with VBS this summer despite the Corona virus obstacle.  We will be 

holding VBS online via ZOOM. Dates will be July 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.  These are all 

Wednesdays and will be from 5-6 pm.  This is for kindergarteners –6th graders, however 

preschoolers can participate but will most likely need assistance from parents.  We will 

have a weekly packet available for each student that registers with any materials that 

will be necessary for each lesson each week.  

Therefore, we are asking that you preregister so that we have materials ready for you 

ahead of time.  Because you will not get this newsletter until July, I am extending the 

due date for registering until July 3rd.  You can either fill out the registration form that 

was included in your Sunday School packer and get it to the church, or you can call the 

office.  Leave names of kids participating and grade/ages. 

This will be different than what we are used to, but we anticipate it will be loads of fun! 

KENTUCKY TRIP RESCHEDULED 

Our long awaited youth trip to Kentucky to tour 

the Ark will be waiting a little longer.  We felt it 

best to postpone the trip until the summer of 

2021.  Dates will be August 2-5.  If you were not 

able to plan for this, but it would work for you 

next, let me know and we will add your name to 

the list. We already have our accommodations, 

so we only have room for a limited number of 

people, so let me know as soon 

as possible. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Like everything else, it is still to be determined 

when we will start meeting in person for Sun-

day School. In the meantime, we are continuing 

our Sunday School program via packet deliver-

ies. If you are not receiving a packet on Satur-

days on know a child in preschool-6th grade 

who would like to be receiving them, please 

contact me (Rachel 515-408-1197) and let me 

know. You can also call the office. I only need 

to know the name, grade? Age and address of 

where to deliver to. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

 

 Here is an updated list of our high school graduates for the  2019-2020 school year. 

Nick Corey: Nick graduated from Webster City High School and plans to move to Ames to join 
           the workforce. 

Jacob Laird: Jake will be attending ICCC in the Culinary Arts Program and will also be playing 
            rugby for the school. 

Kadi Messerly: Kadi will be attending UNI majoring in Exercise and Movement Sciences and will 
                also be a member of the Panthers Marching Band Color Guard. 

Loghen Schnetzer: Loghen will be attending ICCC on a sports scholarship and enrolling in the 
                         nursing program as well as playing softball for the school. 

*Ariana Schultz: Ariana will be attending UNI majoring in Interior Design. 

 1618 North 14th Street , Fort Dodge 

  

*Ariana was inadvertently omitted from our original list of graduates. My apologies to her 
and our congratulations! 



 

 

 

2-Archie Feddersen 

 3-Jackie Oberhelman 

4-Betty Lind 

5-Kraig Barber 

8-Bonnie Yoder 

9-Aphea Habhab 

11-Keith Wiley 

12-Jodi Smith 

13-Dale Schnetzer 

14-Ed Becker 

15-Angela Dopita 

17-Sue Williamson 

19-Josephine Alstott 

19-Steve Harbaugh 

20-Adena Habhab 

20-Greg Kirby 

21-Elaine Cassady 

22-Ignatius Kirby 

22-Paul Larson 

25=Jan Wilkens 

28-Brooke Barber 

28-Barb Ramus 

28-Jeremy Roe 

28-Rhonda Wiley 

29-Brad Arends 

29-Brek Pingel 

30-Mark Carpenter 

 

 

 

1-Phillip & Linda Pingel 

3-Gary & Joanne Astor 

6-Denny & Joan Feddersen 

19-Steve & Jane Harbaugh 

19-Keith & Rhonda Wiley 

20-Joseph & Jodi Chda 

23--Don & Elaine Cassady 

24-Randy & Pat Lohmeier 

29-Dan & Lori Cassady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

From Pastor John: 

It has always been difficult for me to write my last article for the 
newsletter.  This is no exception.  In the brief time I have been with 
you, I have come to know the love you have for our Lord Jesus and 
for one another.  The regret I have is that I didn’t get to know more of 
you personally and hear the stories of the influence Jesus has had in 
your lives.  The social-distancing has changed a lot of things from 
the way they normally work.  I believe that it was right for you to have 
followed the direction of our Bishop.  These are trying times for our 
denomination as well, however, as gold is refined by fire, we are 
made stronger by working through difficult times.  Jesus hasn’t 
brought you this far only to leave you without the help of the Holy 
Spirit in your personal lives, and in your life together as His body on 
earth.  Trinity has a tradition of strength in the Lord, as well as influ-
ence in the community, and I believe that your best years are still 
ahead of you.  Keep your eyes on Jesus and your hands on the 
throttle, and you will experience the Holy Spirit touching and chang-
ing the lives of lots of people in this area.  I pray God’s blessings on 
Pastor Jena and Trinity UMC as you move forward.  I believe that 
together you will do great things for our Risen Lord!!   

 Peace & Blessings, Pastor John   

L J Hartley 

Gladys Long 

Ilene Smith  

Linda Pingel 

Family of Ramona Weins 

Amy (Perkins) Smith 

Miriam Hoskins 

Elaine Cassady 

Amy Pederson 

Deb Harvey 

Richard Nelson 

Linda Sessler 

Dick & Betty Lind 

Josh  Rauhauser 

 

Prayers requests are updated on a regular 
basis. Please let us know if there is any-

one you would like added.  

Give a call! 

Show you care!  

 

Card Shower for Pastor John 

We are so grateful for the past six months of Pastor John’s leadership. He has 
led all of us during this very difficult and unknown time. His devotions , worship 
messages and prayers have touched so may people right when  it was needed the 
most! Unfortunately we are not able to have a face to face gathering to thank 
him.  

We want to flood his mailbox with cards to show our  apprecia-
tion! 

Pastor John Hembry 

1302 South 25th St.  Thank you Pastor John!  
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