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WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5:30 Worship Service
Sunday:

8:30 Bible Study
9:30 Worship Service
10:30 Coffee Fellowship
10:40 Sunday School
10:40 Bible Study
4:00 HS Youth Group

MARY CIRCLE

The Mary Circle meetings will be
changed from the 3rd Wednesday
of the month to the 2nd Wednesday due to the choir practice
schedule. Please change these
dates in your UMW book.
Thank you,
Karen and Leanne

“Let the children come to me…”
Believe it or not, we are soon going to be working on our Sunday school Christmas program. Your
child’s attendance is important to make sure that they are prepared and ready for our program in December. Not only is that important, but children get a majority of their Christian learning from Sunday school. Help your child build a strong relationship with God by sending them to Sunday school
weekly.

***If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email, please contact

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
We are blessed to have some wonderful teacher volunteers in our Sunday School program. If you see any of these people, give them a big
‘thank you’ for their service to God and our church–
Deb Shelton, Amanda Pratt, Tabitha Johnson, Josephine
Alstott, and Staci Laird. If you would like to be a part
of this group, we are always looking for more teachers. This month we are spotlighting Deb Shelton. Deb has taught Sunday school for many,
many years in addition to being involved in
many areas of the church. Deb is married to
Mike and they have 3 sons– Mitch, Jake and
Charlie.Thank you Deb for sharing your gifts with Trinity.
FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
08/31/2018
2018 Receipts—General fund
2018 Budgeted Bills paid to date
Additional responsibilities:
2018 Annual Apportionments
Trinity UMC General expenses

$ 209,745.44
$ 165,165.39
$ 44,580.05
$ 39,579.48
$ ________
$ 39,579.48

There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various givings designated for
special needs and purposes. They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an appropriate
“Thank You” given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

In the ninth chapter of the Gospel According to Matthew, the call of a tax collector by Jesus to join him
occurs. This call is clearly not in the first-person; hence, it is doubtful that the author of this gospel is the
same person as this tax collector herein named Matthew. Why would a person claiming to be very close to
Jesus relate a story of his own calling in the third person? Very strange! Curiously, in the other gospels in
the bible, this tax collector called by Jesus is not named Matthew at all, but, rather, “Levi.” The names Levi
and Matthew do not have the same root. It is not like calling Michael, Mike, or William, Bill. They are two
different names altogether.
Another interesting tidbit that I have mentioned before is that 97% of Palestinian Jews living in rural areas
were illiterate and spoke Aramaic. Yes, even low-level tax collectors, as this disciple was, could not read or
write. Counting actually does not require literacy, and a low-level tax
collector was more like a repo person than a corporation head or an
investor. So, the Matthew in the title of this gospel is more than likely an
attribution for legitimacy; a pseudonym, or fake name; a pseudepigraphal text
(meaning written by someone who gave a false name of someone famous in
the past).
In biblical studies, the majority of scholars hold this point of view that the
author of the gospel traditionally called “according to Matthew” was not written or related by the tax
collector who was with Jesus. If this is fresh news to anyone, it should not be considered a game-changer at
all. For it is also clear that knowing about and understanding Jesus do not require firsthand accounts of his
life. There were many oral histories of Jesus floating around in the first two centuries after Jesus lived. One
of the major sources is given the name “Q.” Q is the common sayings and circumstances of Jesus that are
common to Matthew and Luke, but not Mark. Otherwise, Matthew and Luke borrowed from Mark’s gospel,
which also had its own sources, but was compiled earlier than Matthew and Luke.
TC, the tax collector, therefore, may not point to anyone in particular. Instead, it was used by the author
to add credence and validity to what is recorded. However, regardless of how it was put together, it served
to inspire many Jewish Christians at the time, and continues to serve followers of Christ Jesus into the
twenty-first century!

**************************************************************************************
STRAIGHT TALK: A WAY FORWARD
This fall, Bishop Laurie Haller is traveling around in the state to discuss with interested parties the gist of
the three plans being voted on at the Special Called General Conference in February 2019. The conversation
with the bishop in our district is taking place on Saturday, October 27, at Asbury UMC in Webster City,
10:00-11:30 a.m.
As you know, the central issue impacting the future organizational structure of the denomination
regards homosexuality. One plan is to maintain and enforce the traditional wording currently
found in the Book of Discipline. Another plan is to dismantle the five U.S. jurisdictions and establish
three connectional conferences based upon theology, perspectives, and values. The other plan
would be to allow Methodists wherever they are to decide themselves what ministries to have
with and by LGBTQ persons. This third plan is the one that is recommended.
All are encouraged to participate in the conversation. For more information on the various fall gatherings

8:30 am- “The Essential Paul” Bible Study (and 10:40)
9:30 am– Worship Service
10:40 am– Sunday School (Preschool-Adult)
4:00 pm– High School Youth Group
MONDAY:
10:30 am– Bible Study
TUESDAY:
All Day– Quilters
5:30 pm– Finance Committee (every 3rd Tuesday)
6:30 pm– Trustees (every 4th Tuesday)
WEDNESDAY:
9:15 am– Ruth Circle (every 4th Wednesday)
10:00 am– Coffee With Friends (every 2nd Wednesday)
3:15– 4:45 pm– Middle School Youth Group
5:00 pm– Mary Circle (every 2nd Wednesday)
5:00 pm– Rachel Circle (every 4th Wednesday)
5:30 pm– Wednesday Night Live
6:30 pm– Confirmation Class
6:30 pm– Trinity Singers Practice
THURSDAY:
8:30 am– Women’s Bible Study
SATURDAY:
5:30 pm– Worship Service
Non-church related activities:
Monday: 9:00 am– Retired School Personnel ( 3rd Monday)
6:00-7:00 pm- Cub Scouts (every week)

Gladys Long
Ilene Smith
Rowena Bastian
Doris Ross
Harold Jones
Linda Pingel

Joann Whittington
Ramona Weins
Amy (Perkins) Smith
Ruth Williams
Betty Schneider
Clif Ellerbeck
Diane Larson

Jan Carpenter
Dee Cummins
Bruce Warg
Miriam Hoskins
Sandy Smith
Hurricane victims

Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a blessed
month!

Give a call
Show you care!

On December 25, 1952, during an episode of the popular television
series, Amos ’n’ Andy, Amos shares with his daughter, Arbadella, the
meaning of the Lord’s Prayer. She cannot get to sleep in anticipation of
Christmas and her hope for snow on the ground. She asks her father
to turn on the radio so she can listen to Christmas music before falling
off to sleep. Amos turns on the radio, and an announcer says that next
up would be “The Lord’s Prayer.” She does not want to hear that, but
when the choir begins to sing, he tells her of the importance and relevance of this prayer.
“Our Father which art in heaven”; that means father of all that is good where no wrong can dwell.
Then it says, “hallowed be Thy name,” that means we should love and respect all that is good. Then it
says, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”; that means, my darling, as we clean our hearts of all
hate and selfishness and fill our hearts with love, the good, the true and the beautiful, the earth, where
we are now, will be just like heaven. And then it says, “Give us this day our daily bread”; that means to
fill our hearts and minds with kindness, with love and with courage, which would make us strong for
our daily tasks. And then after that, the next line of the Lord’s Prayer is, “And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors.” You remember the Golden Rule? (Yes, daddy.) Well, that means we must
keep the Golden Rule and always do unto others as we want them to do unto us. (I see.) And then it
says, “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” That means, my darling, to ask God to
help us do and see and think right so that we will neither be led nor tempted by anything that is bad.
“For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, amen.” Now, that means, darling, that
all the world and everything that’s in it belongs to God’s kingdom. Everything: your mommy, your daddy, your little brother, your sister, your grandma, you and everybody! And as we know it, and act as if
we know it, that, my darling daughter, is the real spirit of Christmas!
This episode reminded me of the story about a slovenly and inebriated man who entered an evening
church service. The people there exhibited their disgust over this individual in their presence. A few lay
leaders of the church, responding to the gesticulations of the pastor, sought to escort the intruder off the
premises. But this drunk managed to grab hold of a bible from the shelving in back of a pew and opened it
to the Twenty-third Psalm. He read it with such passion, meaning, and devotion that it brought many congregants to tears. They had not expected anything but trouble from this despicable vagrant. However,
God had another thing in mind! They were ashamed of themselves, ministered to the man as he had actually ministered to them; and they were reconciled with each other.
Ain’t God good?

***************************************************************************************************

“The greater your knowledge of the goodness and
grace of God on your life, the more likely you are to

Donations Needed
The Village General Store is asking for
donations of clothing items of all sizes.
They are running low on their stock
and are reaching out to the community
to help them to replenish their shelves.
The store is located at 12 No. 25th
Street. You can bring your items directly there, or drop them off here at the
church.

Mitten Tree
We are supposed to have a cold, snowy
winter again this year! Our annual Mitten
Tree will be up through October 28th collecting warm mittens /gloves, hats and
scarves for those less fortunate. Please
donate some warm winter
items! It’s a great way to
help out our community!
Thank you for helping care
for God’s people!

Lost & Found Items
2 umbrellas, FDSH baseball cap,
glasses case, black billfold,
purple checked scarf, a pair of
reading glasses, black & white
mittens, Vanity blue sweater- size small

If you are in the hospital and want a personal visit, please call
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