To make disciples
of Jesus Christ
for the
transformation
of the world.

Trinity UMC
Trinity United Methodist Church
838 North 25th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3519
Visit our website: www.trinityumcfd.org
Go to our website and like us on
facebook.

November 2018
All Saints Weekend
All Saints Day is recognized on Sunday, November
4th. We will be taking time dur ing our weekend
services, both Saturday evening and Sunday morning, to remember those who have gone before us.
There will be special mention of those who passed
away during the last 12 months. If you have a loved
one that has passed during the last year, you will be
given the opportunity to light a candle for them during the service. Following that, anyone in the congregation is invited to come forward and light a candle in memory of a loved one.

CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
The Children’s Christmas program is scheduled for
Sunday, December 16th. It will be at 4:30 pm with a
chili/soup supper following the program. Make sure
your children are here each week as we have begun
working on the songs during the first part of Sunday
School. Their program is always a blessing to us all.

Nov. 8th 4-6 pm
Nov. 9th 9-3 pm
Put these dates on your calendar !
Lots of great items and delicious
baked goods for sale!
Items to be
donated can be
dropped off M-F
between 9-3 pm
Katrina O’Brien is looking for students to join
an instrumental ensemble to provide music for
our 11:00 Candlelight Service on Christmas
Eve. If you are interested, text Katrina at 515571-8864.

***If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email, please contact
the office at 515-573-3519.***

Sunday

November 2018
Friday

Saturday

3

Thursday

5:30- Worship

Wednesday

2

Tuesday

1

6:00 pm
Youth Ingathering
Lock-in
Webster City

10

Monday

8:30- Women’s Bible
Study
6:30- Praise Team
6-7:30- Girl Scouts

5:30- Worship Service

7

9

6

8

Quilters- all day

9:00-3:00 pm
Bake & Rummage
Sale

17

5

4-6- Bake &
Rummage Sale
8:30- Women’s Bible
Study
6:30- Praise Team

16

4

15

10:30 Bible Study
6:00-7:00- Cub Scouts
in Fellowship Hall

14

3:15- MS youth group
5:30- Wed. Nite Live
6:30 - Confirmation
6:30– Trinity Singers

13

20

22
Offices Closed

30

Offices Closed

Happy Thanksgiving

29

5:30- Worship Service

24

5:30- Worship Service

12

19

Quilters- all day
5:30- Finance
Committee

28

8:30- Women’s Bible
Study
6:30- Praise Team
6-7:30- Girl Scouts

Quilters- all day
6:00- Girl Scouts

9:00- Retired School
Personnel
10:30 Bible Study
6:00-7:00- Cub Scouts
in Fellowship Hall

27

8:30- Women’s Bible
Study
6:30- Praise Team
6-7:30- Girl Scouts

23

10:30 Bible Study
6:00-7:00- Cub Scouts
in Fellowship Hall

26

Quilters- all day
6:00- Girl Scouts
6:30- Trustees

21

10:30 Bible Study
6:00-7:00- Cub Scouts
in Fellowship Hall

3:15- MS Youth Group
5:00- Rachel Circle
5:30- Wed. Nite Live
6:30- Confirmation
6:30- Trinity Singers

10:00- Coffee with
Friends
3:15- MS youth group
5:30- Wed. Nite Live
6:30 - Confirmation
6:30– Trinity Singers

9:30- Worship Service
10:40- Sunday School
4:00- High School
Youth Group

11
9:30
- Worship Service
2:00- Sunday Before
Dark
4:00- High School
Youth Group
6:00- 4-H

18
9:30- Worship
Service
10:40- Sunday School
4:00- High School
Youth Group

25
9:30- Worship
Service
10:40- Sunday School
4:00- High School
Youth Group

CONSECRATION SUNDAY– NOVEMBER 11TH
We have been blessed by the commitment each of you make to the church and
are very fortunate to have such a committed group of followers here at Trinity
and each year we celebrate that on Consecration Sunday. This year we are
having consecration Sunday on November 11th during our normal 9:30 service
and it will be filled with wonderful music and a celebration of our faith towards Christ. Afterwards there will be a potluck style brunch. There will be a
sign-up sheet in the narthex for anyone who would like to share a dish for this
meal. You do not have to provide food to partake in the meal, just come to
eat, share in each others company and share stories with each other of what’s
going on in your life and the life of the church. This is a day to come together
to celebrate our church and our church family!
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
Acts 20:35

FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
09/30/2018
2018 Receipts—General fund
2018 Budgeted Bills paid to date

Additional responsibilities:
2018 Annual Apportionments
Trinity UMC General expenses

$ 226,885.71
$ 181,931.90
$ 44,953.81
$
$
$

44,564.23
________
44,564.23

There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various givings designated for
special needs and purposes. They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an appropriate
“Thank You” given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

The Bible & a Way Forward
The Bible is a compilation of texts, which were written millennia ago. Consequently, it is challenging to
ascertain all the factors and variables that contributed to each “book.” Furthermore, it is also difficult fully to
understand exactly what is meant by each part of speech, for some guesswork is inevitably involved in
translating from the original sources (i.e., manuscripts) and conveying the precise meaning “back then” that
would make sense to us now. Moreover, the passage of time and concomitant incredible differences in
cultural settings complicate interpretations relevant to our somewhat unique circumstances.
The above notwithstanding, the Bible is used as one of the primary resources for discussion about
homosexuality. This usage is quite problematic, for the idea of homosexuality as a phenomenon to be
reckoned with is very recent—just over a century long! An examination of the biblical texts often cited will
clearly demonstrate not only this conceptual reality, but also the inadequacy of its utility for the present-day
debate.
The Old Testament
There are three passages that are often cited in the Hebrew Scriptures. In Genesis 19:1-11, Lot has
allowed two angels into his home and the men of the city want to make sure he’s cool. They demand Lot
send them out so they can “know” them, i.e., to have their way with them, engage in sex with them, or to
inspect them to make sure they do not present any dangers to the city. Sodom and Gomorrah are places
where overall immorality abounds. A similar story is told in Judges 19:16-30. An old man welcomes a
traveler to his home; wicked men in the city of Gibeah surround his home seeking to “know” this man. The
old man offers his virgin daughter and the traveler’s concubine instead; the men first refuse, but then agree—
sexually abusing the traveler’s companion all through the night until she drops at the elderly man’s house.
She dies.
Although these stories have sexual immorality as a component, they are not the core of the message. First,
the men are clearly heterosexual who seek to engage in same-sex acts with “angels” or other men. Whereas
the “sin of Sodom” is traditionally described as against same-sex acts, in actual fact these acts are not the
core of the issue—at least in the Old Testament. References in Isaiah (1:10; 3:9), Jeremiah (23:14), and
Ezekiel (16:49) point to injustice, irresponsibility, pride, gluttony/greed, and indifference to the needy. All of
them point to alienation from God and the desire for liberation from any divine order or control.
The remaining passages in the Hebrew Scriptures is found in Leviticus: 18:22 and 20:13. These verses are
more explicitly about sexual behavior in the context of community, and the purpose seems to be to show
what are wholesome familial and community relations in God’s social order. In the first verse, punishment is
meted out to the perpetrator, whereas the second verse includes both parties: initiator and consenter.
Do these laws describe pre-exilic or post-exilic perspectives specific to their time or are they applicable for
all time? Do we take only these proscriptions from Leviticus and ignore the rest, or do they form a coherent
body that we must decide how to interpret the laws therein for contemporary times? How do the old
Holiness Code, so to speak, relate to the New Testament and believers in Christ who are free from the
Law? How do the narrative and legal passages in the Old Testament get treated in the Greek Scriptures?
These questions will be addressed in the second part of this three-part look at the Bible and a Way Forward.

November Birthdays/Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to...
Donald Shelton-1

Allen Habhab-27

Mary Ann Bousfield-1

Breana Paukert-28

Karen Brokaw-1

Brad McIntyre-30

Keaton Wilson-1
Skylar Edgerton-1
Nicole Smith-1
Annalissa Laird-2

ANNIVERSARIES

Darlene Buck-4
Abbigael Caruth-4

Chris/Sandy Darling-2 (44)

Karen Filloon-7

Marty/Ilene Smith-11 (46)

Kathy Messerly-7

DeLoy/Michelle Koester-12 (14)

Kourtney Marks-8

Charles/Karen Schelle-18 (40)

Marilyn Oberhelman-8

Ron/Mary Kitterman-28 (38)

Tammy Schroeder-8
Jamie Killian-10
Sam Peters-10
Arlene Summers-10
Maryann Estergaard-10
Chris Ulrich-11

Zeyllin Van Alstine-11
Jeremy Browning-14
Deb Harvey-15

Mission Committee
News
MITTEN TREE
Cold weather is coming. Our
mitten tree will stay up until
November 11th. They will be given
out to local charities. “ Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for the least
of these brothers & sisters of mine,
you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

HEIFER PROJECT
Save your quarters!
The quarter tubes will be in the
narthex through November to
support the Heifer Project. Heifer
Project works world wide to help
end world hunger and poverty.
Write Heifer Project on memo
line if you would like to make a
donation by check.

Mark Marner-15
Aaron Feddersen-16
Laura Hanna-17

Mark your calendars…

Hanna Marks-17

Trinity Singers Christmas

Roger Vander Maten-17
Brielle Ulrich-17

Cantata is Saturday,

Nancy Bundy-18

December 8th at 5:30 pm

Jacob Shelton-19

and Sunday, December 9th

Tony Totten-20
Marlee Richman-21

at 9:30 am.

Craig Stewart-22

If you are in the hospital and want a personal visit, please call
the church. Hospitals no longer contact the church on your
behalf so we need your help. Thank you!

Come, Lord Jesus, Come!
As we approach the Advent season, which begins the start of a new liturgical or
church calendar year, it’s nice to be able to reflect upon its meaning. Most
know that the last week of Advent, December 17 to December 24, is a time of
preparation for celebrating the anniversary of the birth of Jesus. It seems that
believers all around have a resplendent glow, spirits are high, and generosity and
compassion are ostensibly ubiquitous! Oh, it’s a marvelous time of the year!

Gladys Long
Ilene Smith
Rowena Bastian
Doris Ross

The above notwithstanding, Advent is also about anticipating the return of
Christ. His second coming is known at the Parousia. Often, we do not venture
down that road of hope. Why not? Might it be because we are so habituated to
the way life is here—regardless of our level of contentment (or lack thereof—
that we lose sight of the coming glory, relief, and divine presence awaiting us
upon his return?
The Apostle Paul suggests in his first letter to the house gatherings in
Thessalonica that we should encourage one another to live well and to long for
the Day of the Lord and the rejoining of saints who have died. As the saying
goes, “what a great getting-up morning that will be”! In the Book of Revelation
ends with the notion that Jesus is coming soon. And the familiar Aramaic prayer
follows: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”
Perhaps, in the midst of all going on around us today, that prayer should be
forever on our lips. Yes, come Lord!

Harold Jones
Linda Pingel
Joann Whittington
Ramona Weins
Amy (Perkins) Smith
Ruth Williams
Betty Schneider
Clif Ellerbeck
Diane Larson
Jan Carpenter
Dee Cummins

Bruce Warg
Miriam Hoskins
Sandy Smith

Richard Nelson
Betty Lindner
Bud Eastergaard
family

We are looking for individuals, families, friends to participate in the lighting
of the Advent candles for each service during advent. If you or your family
would like to help light the candle on a particular Saturday or Sunday during
Advent, please call the church office– 515-573-3519.

Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a blessed
month!
Give a call
Show you care!
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