To make disciples
of Jesus Christ
for the
transformation
of the world.

Trinity UMC
Trinity United Methodist Church
838 North 25th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3519
Visit our website: www.trinityumcfd.org
Go to our website and like us on
facebook.

December 2018

“A Family
Christmas”
Trinity UMC Children’s
Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec. 16th
4:30 pm
Soup/chili Supper following
the program
Katrina O’Brien is looking for students to join an instrumental ensemble to
provide music for our 11:00 Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve. If you
are interested, text Katrina at 515-571-8864.

***If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email, please contact
the office at 515-573-3519.***

December 2018
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Monday

2

Sunday

9:30- Worship Service

a.m. Retired School
Personnel

9

4:00- High School
Youth Group

10

6:00-7:00- Cub
Scouts in Fellowship
Hall

10:40- Sunday School

9:30- Trinity Singers
Cantata

6:00-7:00- Cub
Scouts in Fellowship
Hall

10:40- Sunday School
2:00- Sunday Before
Dark

17

4:00- High School

16
9:00- Retired School
Personnel
6:00-7:00- Cub
Scouts in Fellowship
Hall

9:30- Worship Service
10:40- Sunday School
4:30- Childrens
Christmas Program w/
soup supper following

4
3:15- MS youth group

5

8:30- Women’s Bible
Study

6

Thursday

Quilters- all day
6:00- Wed. Nite Live

Wednesday

9:30 am– UMW
6:30 -Confirmation

Tuesday

Executive Meeting

6:30– Trinity Singers

7

Friday

1

Saturday

1:00- Children’s
Christmas program
practice

5:30- Worship

8

9:30 am– UMW
Christmas Brunch

5:30- Trinity Singers Cantata

13

10:00- Hilbert Christmas in FH

7:30 – Praise Team

12

8:30- Women’s Bible
Study

15

11

10:00- Coffee with
Friends

6:30- Praise Team

14

Quilters- all day

3:15- MS youth group

6:00- Girl Scouts

29

5:30- Worship Service

22

5:30 Worship Service

1:00- Children’s
Christmas program
practice

28

21

6-7:30- Girl Scouts
6:30 - Confirmation
6:30– Trinity Singers

19

20

5:30- Wed. Nite Live

18
Quilters- all day

27

5:30- Finance Committee

26

24

6:30- Praise Team

25

23

CHRISTMAS EVE

Offices closed

8:30- Women’s Bible
Study

9:30- Worship Service

5:30 Service

11:30- Alta Peterson
in Fellowship Hall

CHRISTMAS

10:40- B’day party for

11:00- Candlelight
service

No Activities scheduled

Jesus during SS

31

Office closed

30

Office Closed

4:00- Youth group

1:00– Ellerbeck Chrismas in Fellowship
Hall

Minutes from the Trinity UMC Council Meeting November 20, 2018
Chairperson Hartley called the meeting to order at 6:40 P.M.
Members present were Dr. Blackwell, Marge Ellerbeck, Gary Astor, Sharon Perkins, Jeff Becker,
Kraig Barber, and Scott Lundgren. Visitors: Norma Hughett
Chairperson Hartley opened the meeting in prayer.
Finance Report by Kraig Barber– The church has been notified that a bequest will be received from
the estate of Darrell O’Brion, the exact amount yet to be determined. Acct. Balances as of Oct.
31st General Fund: $27,371.29; Building Fund: $46,850.43; Memorial Fund: $62, 783.00, Only
$792.58 been paid on Apportionments this year. Motioned, seconded, and approved!
The UMW report was given by Marge Ellerbeck. UMW bake sale earned $620.00 They will serve
Lunch to the Retired School Personnel on December 3rd. New officers will be installed at UMW
Brunch December 8th at 9:30 A.M.
The Missions Report from Jeff Becker noted that the Heifer Project Quarter Tubes are filling
Rapidly, largely due to the efforts from the Confirmation Class. It is time for the mitten tree to
come down.
Scott Lundgren, Trustee’s Chairperson announced that the “buttons” for Handicapped Accessibility
will be installed next week for the entry at the south doors. Buzzers that will alert staff of any
one entering the church at any door will be installed. Agreement with any contractor for snow
removal has not yet been reached. Handicap Parking spaces and repaving near north door have
been discussed but the cost may be prohibitive.
SPRC– Chairperson Sharon Perkins announced a meeting in December to recommend Staff salaries

for 2019. Recommendations will be presented at a soon to be announced Special Charge
Conference.
Lay Leader Gary Astor reported on the Finance Workshop from the Charge Conference at
Manson, led by our District Superintendent, Rev. Carol Kress. Each church should have a
published policy on receiving major gifts to the church. Also, the church should have an approved
Church Credit Card use policy.
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Trinity UMC Lay Member to Annual Conference, Marge Ellerbeck stated that this year was the first year
she had been asked to give a report on Annual Conference. She reported that all in all, at Annual
Conference more was said than done. She noted that a report this year was especially significant due
to the Special General Conference called for, and to be held in St. Louis, February 23-26, 2019.
A plan will be approved at that conference that may cause significant changes to The United
Methodist Church structure.
Dr. Blackwell presented a Nominations Committee Report. The Administrative Council members were
to look it over and they might make recommendations for positions needed. The report as presented

was motioned, seconded, and approved. An up-to-date report will be printed in the January Newsletter.
Dr. Blackwell announced that the Jews for Jesus organization had contacted him about making a
presentation called “Christ In the Passover” on Palm Sunday weekend, April 14th, 2019. The council
encouraged Dr. Blackwell to make the decision based on his consideration of the value of such a
presentation to our members.
Worship Committee Chairperson Jared Feddersen was unable to attend the meeting but presented
evaluations of the Summer Service at Kennedy Park and the liturgist presentations at regular Sunday
services. Plans are to continue both in the future. Also, the Cantata will be presented at both services
the weekend of December 8th & 9th. Christmas Eve Services will be at 5:30 and 11:00 P.M., but
Christmas Day Services will not be held.
Chairperson Hartley presented a letter to our District Superintendent asking for a Special Charge
Conference in December to complete determinations for matters that were not completed at the
Annual Charge Conference held in Manson on November 4th. Corrections and changes were made to
to the letter and it was approved to be sent to our District Superintendent.
Minutes submitted by L J Hartley

A huge “Thank you” to all
who donated items, set up,
priced, worked, entertained
or stopped by to purchase
items and give us moral
support at our garage/bake
sale. A special “Thank you”
to Jean Warg for once again
donating our advertising.
Our profit from the Garage Sale was $2,000+ which will be put in church
expenses! The UMW bake sale/coffee time brought in $620.80 which is the
most they have ever made!!! The money will go towards Missions, which
will be decided at the UMW executive meeting on Tuesday December 4th @
9:30 a.m.
The Mitten Tree
Many people will be warmer this winter by the generosity to decorate the tree!
Hats—72 Gloves—33 pairs Scarves—16
Many of the hats were knitted or crocheted by some talented people!
Thanks for all the donations!
FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
10/31/2018
2018 Receipts—General fund
2018 Budgeted Bills paid to date

Additional responsibilities:
2018 Annual Apportionments
Trinity UMC General expenses

$ 223,722.28
$ 202,225.75
$ 41,496.53
$
$
$

49,548.98
________
49,548.98

There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various givings designated for
special needs and purposes. They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an appropriate
“Thank You” given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

The Bible & a Way Forward
The Bible is a compilation of texts, which were written millennia ago. Consequently, it is challenging to
ascertain all the factors and variables that contributed to each “book.” Furthermore, it is also difficult fully to
understand exactly what is meant by each part of speech, for some guesswork is inevitably involved in
translating from the original sources (i.e., manuscripts) and conveying the precise meaning “back then” that
would make sense to us now. Moreover, the passage of time and concomitant incredible differences in
cultural settings complicate interpretations relevant to our somewhat unique circumstances.
The above notwithstanding, the Bible is used as one of the primary resources for discussion about
homosexuality. This usage is quite problematic, for the idea of homosexuality as a phenomenon to be
reckoned with is very recent—just over a century long! An examination of the biblical texts often cited will
clearly demonstrate not only this conceptual reality, but also the inadequacy of its utility for the present-day
debate.
The Old Testament
There are three passages that are often cited in the Hebrew Scriptures. In Genesis 19:1-11, Lot has
allowed two angels into his home and the men of the city want to make sure he’s cool. They demand Lot
send them out so they can “know” them, i.e., to have their way with them, engage in sex with them, or to
inspect them to make sure they do not present any dangers to the city. Sodom and Gomorrah are places
where overall immorality abounds. A similar story is told in Judges 19:16-30. An old man welcomes a
traveler to his home; wicked men in the city of Gibeah surround his home seeking to “know” this man. The
old man offers his virgin daughter and the traveler’s concubine instead; the men first refuse, but then agree—
sexually abusing the traveler’s companion all through the night until she drops at the elderly man’s house.
She dies.
Although these stories have sexual immorality as a component, they are not the core of the message. First,
the men are clearly heterosexual who seek to engage in same-sex acts with “angels” or other men. Whereas
the “sin of Sodom” is traditionally described as against same-sex acts, in actual fact these acts are not the
core of the issue—at least in the Old Testament. References in Isaiah (1:10; 3:9), Jeremiah (23:14), and
Ezekiel (16:49) point to injustice, irresponsibility, pride, gluttony/greed, and indifference to the needy. All of
them point to alienation from God and the desire for liberation from any divine order or control.
The remaining passages in the Hebrew Scriptures is found in Leviticus: 18:22 and 20:13. These verses are
more explicitly about sexual behavior in the context of community, and the purpose seems to be to show
what are wholesome familial and community relations in God’s social order. In the first verse, punishment is
meted out to the perpetrator, whereas the second verse includes both parties: initiator and consenter.
Do these laws describe pre-exilic or post-exilic perspectives specific to their time or are they applicable for
all time? Do we take only these proscriptions from Leviticus and ignore the rest, or do they form a coherent
body that we must decide how to interpret the laws therein for contemporary times? How do the old
Holiness Code, so to speak, relate to the New Testament and believers in Christ who are free from the
Law? How do the narrative and legal passages in the Old Testament get treated in the Greek Scriptures?
These questions will be addressed in the second part of this three-part look at the Bible and a Way Forward.

December Birthdays/Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to...
Addison Roe-1
Rose Dopita-1
Debby Roe-2
Kevin Whede– 3
Noah Schelle-3
Nan Carmody-3
Harvey Hilpipre-4
Rachel Bell-4

Deb Shelton-22
Rhiannon Stewart-25
Peg Trevino-26
Glayds Long-27
Katie Thompson-28
Nick Corey-29
Lois Martin-30

Lane Hansen-4
Mark Siems-5
Emerson Paukert-6
Brody Bush– 7

Mission Committee
News
HEIFER PROJECT
Save your quarters!
The quarter tubes will be in the
narthex through November to
support the Heifer Project. Heifer
Project works world wide to help
end world hunger and poverty.
Write Heifer Project on memo
line if you would like to make a
donation by check.

Kyle Johnson-7

Don’t know what to give someone who has everything.
How about buying a share of
an animal through the Heifer Project in their name as a Christmas
gift? Teach your children the joy
of giving by giving them each a
share in an animal for Christmas.

Mike Shelton-7
Jeff Lohmeier-9
Barbara Humphrey-10
Daryl Beall– 11
DeLoy Koester– 11
Jan McCutcheon-12
Pat Conklin– 12
Ramona Peterson-14

Jason Beckman-14
Jean Warg-15
Bill Becker-15
Jeff Becker-16
Jace Campbell-17
Emma Ebelsheiser-18
Jacob Totten-19
Jerry Chada-19
Jason Yenger-19
David Messerly-19
Wanda Shelton-19

Susan Peters-20
Angela Bryan-21
Jackie Surles-21

ANNIVERSARIES
Bill & Mickie Messerly-5 (59)
Sean & Josephine Alstott– 9 (18)
Bill & Diane McIntyre—20 (38)
Mark & Jan Carpenter– 21 (50)
Mark & Ruth Babbitt– 28 (9)
Frank & Zelda Farmer– 29 (54)
Doug & Jamie Kilian—29 (28)

Mark your calendars…
Trinity Singers Christmas
Cantata is Saturday,
December 8th at 5:30 pm
and Sunday, December 9th
at 9:30 am.

Joshua Smith-21

If you are in the hospital and want a personal visit, please call
the church. Hospitals no longer contact the church on your
behalf so we need your help. Thank you!

The Psyche During the Christmas Season
The Christmas season, with all its warmth, cordiality, festivities, and hospitableness, can be a time of
disappointment, sadness, anxiety, stress, and emotional depression. These dampers on our mental health
can creep upon us over the course of the season or can strike suddenly without warning. The hoped-for
joys of Christmastide can become fraught with the stressors of financial pressures and social expectations
for many that can be hard to cope with and overcome.
Settling realistic goals, anticipations and opportunities could help to put the holiday period into greater
perspective. Determining ahead of time what you can spend and the things you do or do not want to be
part of your Christmas might assist in easing the pressure. Organizing travel and addressing medical appointments and health concerns beforehand could also contribute to alleviating the extra load that seems
to be absolutely obligatory or necessary. Perhaps, making lists of tasks, including chores and communications, may help to clarify your understanding of preparations for activities as well as to suggest how you
might be able to share responsibilities with others.
Folks frequently find there’s little time to exercise and stay healthy with the abundance of food and
alcohol during the season. We might overindulge in so-called comfort food or seek to relieve pressure by
drinking too much. Finding ways to release endorphins will make you feel more energized, strengthen
your immune system, and help you to see that making time for yourself is a vital part of maintaining health
during the holidays. After all, sometimes it takes a bit of work not only to ensure physical fitness and a
healthy outlook, but also to attend to yourself enough to embark on the selfless acts on which the season
traditionally focuses.
Ultimately, what may seem like a daunting ordeal can be softened or diminished by the increased opportunities to talk with family and friends and with newfound acquaintances afforded by the season. Such
interacting with others is known naturally to produce oxytocin that is nutritious, if you will, for the wellbeing of our bodies, minds and spirits. And, if necessary, consulting with a mental health professional
could offer additional support in dealing with the stressors of the holidays.
In the final analysis, being part of a church family and engaging in activities, discussions—even simply
relaxing and playing games—with each other, can assist in the attainment and maintenance of happy,
healthy, and wholesome dispositions during Christmastime. Being around others who share your spiritual
foundation that forms the basis of the season to begin with helps to ground the psyche with the meaning
and purpose of life. What hope, faith, joy, and peace attend our way when we focus on the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord!

Luke 2:11
"to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord."

UMW Annual
Christmas Brunch
Saturday December
8th
@ 9:30 a.m.

Gladys Long
Ilene Smith
Doris Ross
Harold Jones
Linda Pingel

The UMW will host our annual Christmas Brunch on
Saturday December 8th at 9:30 am. Suzanne Clark will share
her musical talents with the Sounds of Christmas. She will play
several of her original music selections plus a sing along of our
favorite carols. Please bring your favorite brunch dish to
share. The UMW officers will be furnishing casseroles.

Anyone who wants to attend is welcome!

Joann Whittington
Ramona Weins
Amy (Perkins) Smith
Ruth Williams family
Betty Schneider
Clif Ellerbeck
Jan Carpenter
Bruce Warg
Miriam Hoskins
Sandy Smith

Richard Nelson
Betty Linder
Bud Eastergaard
family
Kevin Blackwell
Norma Lundgren
Lora Lehrkamp

We are looking for individuals, families, friends to participate in the lighting
of the Advent candles for each service during advent. If you or your family
would like to help light the candle on a particular Saturday or Sunday during
Advent, please call the church office– 515-573-3519.

Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a blessed
month!
Give a call
Show you care!
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Trinity Singers
Christmas Cantata
““
Saturday, Dec. 8th
5:30 pm
Sunday Dec. 9th
9:30 am

