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To make disciples 

of Jesus Christ 

for the 

transformation  

of the world.  

Having been blessed with generous gifts 

throughout the last few years to pay off the 

sanctuary renovation loan to make Trinity debt free 

is truly a demonstration of our strong giving 

congregation!  We have come together and met 

challenges when asked.  The time has come again 

to ask you to reflect on the gifts with which God 

has blessed you, and how you may share them with 

Trinity.   

Although our church is debt-free, we have been 

struggling to meet our day-to-day operations.  

With summer coming, it will only be tougher.  As of the end of May, we’ve had to borrow $9,700 

from the building fund account this year in order to pay our operational costs.  We keep track of 

every dollar appropriated, and we pay it back when money comes in and all of the bills are paid.  

Also, we have yet to pay apportionments to the UMC; we paid one-third in 2016, zero in 2017, 

and none thus far this year! 

Everyone is always welcome to look over the church financials in detail or ask any questions.  

We pray that we will continue to be blessed by our generous congregation to fulfill the church’s 

fiduciary obligations. 

          - The Finance Committee 

***If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email, 
please contact the office at 515-573-3519.*** 



 

 



 

 

Year to Date

04/30/2018

2018 Receipts - General fund 75,636.67$       

2018 Budgeted Bills paid to date 86,187.90$       

(10,551.23)$      Additional 2018 receipts needed - to date - if

   all 2018 Budgeted Ministry is to be carried out

Additional responsibilities:

   2018 Annual Apportionments 20,089.00$       

   Trinity UMC General expenses 2,354.76$         

TOTAL UNPAID: 22,443.76$       

FINANCE UPDATE

There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various giving's designated

for special needs and purposes.  They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an

appropriate "Thank You" given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

Here is the summer schedule that has been put together.   
For the Contemporary service, Praise Team will play.   

For the Traditional service, an Organist will play  
and Special Music will be scheduled. 

5/27 Contemporary 
 
6/3 Traditional  
6/10 Contemporary  
6/17 Traditional 
6/24 Contemporary 
 
7/1 Traditional 
7/8 Contemporary 
7/15 Traditional 
7/22 Traditional 
7/29 Contemporary 

 
8/5 Traditional  
8/12 Contemporary 
 
 
8/19 KENNEDY PARK Service...will  
include both the Praise Team and the Choir 
8/26 Contemporary 
 
9/2 Traditional 

The purpose of apportionments is many and varied. Here are a few reasons for paying them to the United Methodist 
Church. After all, almost every church was started with financial support from the annual conference. 

 

 Training, credentialing, appointing, and supervising clergy. 

 Information, resources, and training for clergy and lay leadership. 

 Grants for projects that help churches reach neighbors and increase spiritual vitality. 

 Infrastructure that ensures 100 percent of gifts to Advance Specials, United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, Imagine No Malaria, Love Offerings, Special Sundays and many others benefits the desired mission 
or ministry. 

 Support for the Resource Center for Churches, which makes available curricula. 

 Staff and other support for youth events. 

 Conference entities monitor and support cultural inclusiveness in the increasingly diverse mission field that 
is Iowa. 

For more information, visit: iaumc.org/programdescriptions or  
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/blogdetail/what-does-my-church-get-back-from-apportionments  



 

 

In Memoriam: James H. Cone (1938-2018) 

One of the greatest theologians of the twentieth century—particularly 

the last third—and into the twenty-first century was the Rev. Dr. James Hal 

Cone.  In the late 1960s, after the assassinations of Malcolm X and Martin 

Luther King, Jr., Cone, a graduate of Northwestern University and a 

minister in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, started writing about 

themes of liberation.  He believed the core of the gospel was about freeing 

people from the manacles of oppression.  Most theologians and ministers at 

the time were not concerned about the marginalization of people.  Cone 

stressed that a good portion of the Old and New Testaments is about eliminating the throes of the 

poor and needy.  In the 1980s, Cone, under pressure from women theologians, added gender 

equality to his pedagogy and writings. 

Cone became a professor at Union Theological Seminary in New York City in 1969, and 

remained there—receiving emeritus status in retirement—until his death on April 28, 2018.  I had 

the pleasure of knowing Cone since the mid-1970s.  I had stumbled across a symposium as an 

undergraduate at Wesleyan University, where he was being grilled by faculty on his notion of 

liberation.  He was able, with his high-pitched, yet gentle, voice, to hold his own.  Two decades later, 

he personally encouraged me in my research on the lack of a social justice dimension still in many, if 

not most, churches in the United States. 

Recently, Cone was elected into the 2018 class of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.  

In a review of his last book, The Cross and the Lynching Tree (2011), the editors of the Huffington Post 

wrote: “One of the great theologians of the late 20th century, Cone forces us to look hard at 

suffering, oppression and, ultimately, redemption.”  An active member of numerous professional 

societies, Cone will be sorely missed.    - Dr. B. 

 

 

The Parable of the Potter 

In Jeremiah 18, God tells the prophet to go to a potter’s house.  Why?  God is going to teach 

Jeremiah regarding God’s approach to Israel and the chosen people.  The jar the potter was making 

with clay was not turning out the way the crafter had hoped, so he decided to alter the shape of the 

jar.  The refashioning of the jar represents God’s relationship with Israel.  The Lord says, “Just like 

the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel” (v. 6). 

Whereas humans have free will, God is still in control of the universe and creatively wills 

whatsoever is divinely desired.  God is sovereign, and everything belongs to God (Rom. 9:20-21).  

But, thank goodness, God is patient, kind, and compassionate with us (Jeremiah 9:24; Ps. 36:10; 

103:4, 17)!  Hence, the story of the potter working with his clay is a reminder that God continues to 

work with us.  And that “us” could be each individual, members of a congregation, or even an entire 

nation (Jer. 18:7-10)!   

The Lord says to the prophet Isaiah, “Woe to you who strive with your Maker, earthen vessels 

with the potter!  Does the clay say to the one who fashions it, ‘What are you making’ or ‘Your work 

has no handles’ (Isaiah 45:9)?”  Too often do we question or challenge God by our mundane 

perspective—as if we are sharper or wiser than our Lord! 

So where ought we to be in all of this?  God has created each of us, and it is 

our responsibility to take what has been bestowed and use it for divine 

glory and pleasure.  Thus, we should thank God under any circumstance 

that befalls us, knowing that God has not abandoned the potter’s wheel, so 

to speak.  As the clay finds its highest purpose through its pliability in the 

potter’s hands, we discover our highest purpose when we let the Master 

Potter use us to greater glory.    - Dr. B. 



 

 

Gladys Long 

Ilene Smith  

Rowena Bastian 

Joe Lennon 

Craig Cristensen 

Doris Ross 

Deb Shelton 

Linda Pingel 

The family of 
Frances Netz 

The family of 
Caroline Summers 

Jon Olson 

Joann Whittington 

Ramona Weins 

Amy (Perkins) 
Smith 

Ruth Williams 

Normal Hughett 

Mark Babbiit 

 

Prayers requests 
are updated on a 
regular basis. 
Please let us know 
if there is anyone 
you would like 
added. Thank you 
and have a 
blessed month! 

 

Service Men &  
Women  

TUMC College  
Students 

       

Give a call  

   Show you care! 

Congrats to trinity’s 2018 High School graduates,  

College Graduates and scholarship recipients! 

2018 High School Graduates/Scholarship Recipients 

 Hannah Marks is attending Iowa Central for AA degree and will to  

transfer to University of Iowa to become a child life specialist. 

 Beth Murman is attending Winona State University. Her major is  

undecided; however, she is considering a career that assists those with 

special needs or in some area in the health field. 

 Aphea Habhab is attending Iowa Central and  

will enter the nursing program. 
 

2018 College Graduates 

 Angela Bryan received her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine  

degree from Iowa State University 

 Kathleen (Katie) Thompson received her Master of Science  

degree in Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology from  

Iowa State University. 

 Amberly Habhab received her Bachelor of Arts degree in  

Art Education degree from University of Northern Iowa.  

She has accepted a job with the Webster City Middle School as their 

art teacher for the 2018/2019 school year. 

 Katie Donahe received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology 

and Sociology from Buena Vista University. 
 

Additional Scholarship Recipients 

 Sarah Browning - University of Iowa 

 Brian Murman - Luther College 

 Annie Laid - University of Iowa 
 

  Congrats to all 2018 High School & 

   College Graduates everywhere! 
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“We Are Called” 
Calling all Webster, Calhoun &  

Hamilton County UMW members. 

 

YOU are invited to our district’s  

UMW Sister Day 

 

A time to: Be refreshed, Celebrate UMW, Sing,  

Enrich relationships & Thank God 

 

Date:  June 20 at 9:30 am 

 

Where:  Trinity United Methodist Church 

838 North 25th Street 

 

Hosted by Trinity United Methodist Women 


