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Trinity will be hosting its Spring Rummage Sale
on Thursday, April 12 at 4:00 pm and Friday,
April 13 at 9:00 am! If you have anything you
would like to donate, please bring it to the
church between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm Monday
through Friday. We appreciate any contribution!
UMW’s Bake Sale will also take place during the
Rummage Sale. If you would like to donate any
baked goods, please bring them to the church
on Thursday, April 12 before 4:00 pm.
Proceeds from the Rummage Sale will go to the church and proceeds
from the Bake Sale will go to UMW. Please be sure to spread the
word to make sure this Spring sale is a successful one!

***If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email,
please contact the office at 515-573-3519.***
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FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
02/28/2018
2018 Receipts - General fund
2018 Budgeted Bills paid to date

Additional responsibilities:
2018 Annual Apportionments
Trinity UMC General expenses
TOTAL UNPAID:

$
$
$

37,085.59
46,326.67
(9,241.08) Additional 2018 receipts needed - to date - if
all 2018 Budgeted Ministry is to be carried out

$
$
$

10,069.50
10,069.50

There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various giving's designated
for special needs and purposes. They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an
appropriate "Thank You" given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a
blessed month!
Service Men &
Women
TUMC College
Students
Give a call
Show you care!

RESISTANCE
One of the stories I really enjoyed since my
late adolescence regarded Joseph. He was a
person who attained much popularity because of
his ability to interpret dreams, use his practical
knowledge in productive ways, and conduct
himself in a steady and equilibrious, or balanced,
manner. Potiphar was a higher-up in the government who oversaw
security in palace. Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers and he began
to work as a domestic servant in Potiphar’s household. So impressed by
Potiphar’s multifaceted abilities, the captain puts him in charge of his staff.
Zuleikha was so enamored of this handsome yeoman, that she sought
to have him as her own plaything. Repeatedly, she attempted to seduce
Joseph, despite the fact that she was married to his boss. Rebuffed one time
too many, she made the false claim that he had tried to rape her. Joseph
had fled from her clutches and escaped the prehensile tentacles of
temptation.
Many readers misconstrue the point of this story. It is not simply about
sexual immorality.
Rather, it is about distrusting, disobeying, and
denouncing God—regardless of the circumstances! Joseph knew it was
wrong and would defy God for him to fall under Zuleikha’s spell. He was
the only God-fearing person in the area. As such, how could he let himself
falter when God had demonstrated
divine pleasure in Joseph’s actions? He
could have easily gotten away with
adulterous trysts with Zuleikha, but he
chose to maintain his purity and have
the courage of his convictions. Through
prayer and devotion to God, Joseph was
able to resist evil in the form of Zuleikha’s
persistent overtures.
Joseph knew that God had
bountiful blessings in store for him and
others. He did not want to lose those
opportunities. Neither should we!
- Dr. B.

I visited the National Civil Rights Museum in
Memphis, Tennessee, in the summer of 1992. It was
established the previous year at the site where
Martin Luther King, Jr., had been assassinated on
April 4, 1968. Initially, it had struck me as odd that
the Lorraine Motel, the place where King had been
staying, would be utilized as a museum about the
Civil Rights Movement. King had been murdered on
the balcony overlooking the parking lot while getting ready to go downstairs to be driven
for supper at a Memphis resident’s home. Certainly, it was a historical place because of
the tragedy. Making it into a museum that chronicled the classic movement period from
1955 to 1968 was an insightful ambition, despite the fact the motel was the locus of such
a heinous tragedy.
I enjoyed my visit to Memphis generally. It is a nice city that is famous for its musical
heritage. The main reason why King was in town in April 1968 was in support of a strike
by city sanitation workers. In late March, King
participated in a demonstration there. It was the
first time that he was ever associated with a
march that had deteriorated into violence. He
became very frustrated and depressed that his
message of nonviolence had not sunk in among
some of the young adults and gang-related groups.
The Memphis leaders who had invited him
eventually convinced King’s associates to return to
the city with the promise that the perpetrators of
violence would no longer disrupt subsequent activities. King’s lieutenants finally
persuaded Dr. King to go back to Memphis, and a major speech was scheduled for April 3
at the Mason Temple Church of God in Christ.
That evening, King gave the last public address of his life. In that speech, he seemed
to have a premonition that he might be killed. He reviewed his participation in major
events of the movement, and he articulated his belief in nonviolence not only as a
tactic, but also as a personal lifestyle. He lamented the triplet of evils in our country:
economic exploitation, militarism, and racism. But, most of all, he wanted to encourage
the people to continue their protest and that justice would be done. The speech, now
known as “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” is really quite moving for its eloquence as well
as its eeriness—given his assassination the following day.
When I approached the space where he had roomed and oversaw
where he had been struck down, I became overwhelmed and was
inconsolable for about fifteen minutes. I did not suspect that I
would have such a reaction; it was equally both startling and
understandable. I was twelve when he was assassinated, and at
thirty-six I had the opportunity to visit where the murder of my hero
had taken place. This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of King’s
presence in the city of Memphis, and many activities are scheduled
at the museum to commemorate his life.
- Dr. B.
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