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North Central District Mission Event
Thursday, March 15, 2018
(Snow date—Thursday March 22, 2018)

Eagle Grove United Methodist Church
421 West Broadway Street
Eagle Grove, IA
Jon and Leila Disburg will be the presenters on the topic of “Missionary
Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States.”
9:00 am to 9:30 am—Registration and Coffee
9:30 am to 12 noon—Morning Session
12:00 pm to 12:45 pm—Salad Luncheon
12:45 pm to 2:15 pm—Afternoon Session
2:15 pm to 2:30 pm—Closing
(Each car load bring one large salad to share.)

***If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email,
please contact the office at 515-573-3519.***

If you have started your spring cleaning or plan to
do so soon, the first room to the right from the
south entrance (the parking lot entrance) is
designated for spring rummage sale donations.
Items can be brought in anytime between 9 am
and 3 pm, Monday through Friday. Thank you 
At the time of this printing,
$1,010 was raised for the
“Blanket the World with Love”
project. That’s 110 blankets!
Thank you to everyone
who donated!
Wednesday Night Live is still on “winter break”
until further notice. Once a date has been
decided, we will be sure to spread the word!
FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
01/31/2018
2018 Receipts - General fund
2018 Budgeted Bills paid to date

Additional responsibilities:
2018 Annual Apportionments
Trinity UMC General expenses
TOTAL UNPAID:

$
$
$

$
$
$

24,949.69
25,434.75
(485.06) Additional 2017 receipts needed - to date - if
all 2017 Budgeted Ministry is to be carried out
5,034.75
5,034.75

There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various giving's designated
for special needs and purposes. They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an
appropriate "Thank You" given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

Our preschooler
through 7th graders
will be singing during
the Palm Sunday
service and will begin
practices for that at
the beginning of each Sunday school
time from now until then.

_______________________________
The Breakfast Club meets every
Sunday morning at 10:30 following
the morning worship service.
This is open to all 8th grader and
high school
students. Enjoy
breakfast, a
devotion/lesson
and activities.

If you have submitted a prayer request,
please keep us updated on the status
of the person whom is need of prayers.
Thank you!

Gladys Long
Ilene Smith
Rowena Bastian
Shane Corey
Carol Corey
Joe Lennon
Craig Cristensen
Doris Ross
Harold Jones
Deb Shelton
Linda Pingel
The family of
Frances Netz
The family of
Caroline Summers
Jon Olson
Joann Whittington

Ramona Weins
Amy (Perkins) Smith
Ruth Williams

Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a blessed
month!
Service Men &
Women
TUMC College
Students
Give a call
Show you care!

This is an editorial based on what I
believe to be true.
In response to the most recent
school shooting, my heart just weeps.
Mass shootings in general are a
horrible thing, but when they involve
children it seems to make the
situation even worse. I don’t know
what the answers are. I don’t know if anyone really does. But when it
comes to the person pulling the trigger I am assuming one thing. I am
guessing that person did not grow up in a home where Christ was the center.
Anyone who truly follows God could not commit such a heinous crime,
barring mental illness. I wonder how different these kids/adults lives would
have been if they knew God the way we do. These are obviously souls that
needed Christ’s guidance.
I say these things because, as someone who works with kids and guides
them to a better relationship with God, I see more and more emphasis being
put on everything else. Kids are becoming less involved in church activities
and more involved in other outside activities. Fewer and fewer kids are
becoming active in the church. Please don’t misunderstand what I am
saying. It’s a good thing for kids to be involved and use their God given
talents. While having well-rounded kids is a great thing, most of these
activities are not life-long parts of their lives. A life with Christ will be
something that will help them through their entire life. These kids are not
getting the spiritual life lessons. You can believe in God at home, but for our
youth to come together in spiritual bonding is so important. Parents, I ask
you to recognize this and take an active part in seeing that your child
understands that taking an active part in the church is equally important as
their other interest. As I said before, if you truly know and love God with all
your heart, then there is no place in your heart for violence. It begins with a
bond between home AND church.
~Rachel Bell
If you are in the hospital and want a personal visit, please call
the church. Hospitals no longer contact the church on your
behalf so we need your help. Thank you!

IS SALVATION PERMANENT?

Whether or not God’s gift of salvation can ever be lost or
taken away is a question and concern
that many Christians have. Often, it is really personal. We
all know that we routinely sin and do wrong, even though we
claim Jesus as our savior and thereby we are justified by faith.
This certainty about our destiny is more in our heads than
in the Bible. What the scriptures say about the concept of
eternal security is unclear.
There are a number of places in the
bible where salvation can be removed or
unsure. In the final chapter of the Book of
Revelation, there is reference to names
being removed from the Book of Life.
Earlier on, there is a delineation of
churches with various end results because
of the way members act. Parables such as
the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, the
Ten Virgins and the Judgment seem to
suggest that there are ways to leave the
fold as well as ways to be completely
restored.
Hence, the way we perceive these verses have a lot to do with how we answer the
question of the permanency of salvation. The manner in which we rationalize or justify our
answers has very little to do with the right answer. Ultimately, only God knows, and it is
solely left up to God what happens.
Not knowing with absolute certainty historically resulted in some Protestants arguing
that prosperity, raising a nice family, and possessing a good reputation are keys to the
pearly gates for those who aspire to heaven. Unfortunately, this notion also led to the
intensification of individualism, materialism, and competition that seemed to fly in the face
of Christian morality.
Some propose that the original question is the wrong one to ask. Why? Because no
one knows the mind of God. They allude to the receipt of one of the two men on the
Cross into paradise. God has the freedom to decide who gets into heaven when or why
not.
What might be a way to deal with this ambiguity? Knowing that we daily sin and can
never successfully stop ourselves from sinning, then our only hope is to avail ourselves of
the Holy Spirit, ask God for forgiveness in Christ, and attempt to be the best persons we
can be. In the final analysis, we are absolutely dependent on God. If we can remember
that each and every day, and govern ourselves accordingly, then, perhaps, we will be too
busy serving God in our communities to bother with such paralyzing questions left up to
the Almighty!
- Dr. B.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF BILLY GRAHAM
Billy Graham is arguably the most renowned Christian
evangelist in the United States. He came upon the itinerant
preaching scene after the Second World War. His revivalist
style camp meetings, affectionately called crusades, drew
thousands of people across the country.
His sincerity,
storytelling, and simplicity were so appealing that he became an
icon and was consulted by ordinary citizens to civic leaders and
even presidents.
Graham’s emphasis was on bringing people to the Christian
faith through an understanding of God’s free gift of salvation
from sin and death. Consequently, his message focused on individual piety and spiritual
development—realizing that one is always subject to temptation and alienation from God’s way of
righteousness, but knowing that forgiveness is granted through divine grace. The person is supposed
to seek to turn away from one’s wrongdoing through the help of God’s presence within, namely via
the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Graham’s stress on individual salvation had some drawbacks. Although he believed in equality of
the races, so to speak, he opposed the strategy and tactics of the Civil Rights Movement. For
example, he criticized Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” which called upon
clergy to be more supportive of challenging racial segregation. The Birmingham Campaign of 1963
resulted in passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; that campaign coupled with the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, where King delivered his celebrated “I Have a Dream” speech,
also culminated in King’s winning of Time’s Man of the Year and the international recognition of the
Nobel Prize for Peace. Clearly, Graham’s idea of winning the hearts of people instead of fighting for
righteousness and justice was on the wrong side of history!
In addition, Graham’s unabashed support for disgraced president Richard Nixon and skepticism
over environmental issues must be considered with regards to his legacy. Moreover, he had the
ability to steer the direction of his organization upon retiring but did not seem to have the objective
distance to help his son, Franklin, develop a more inclusive ministry and foundation.
The above notwithstanding, Graham certainly changed the nature of evangelism through his
expanding evangelistic network. His concern for the character of leaders in ministry helped to keep
many from falling into compromising situations. His inspiring messages led many to Christ and have
definitely passed the test of time! - Dr. B.
A TRIBUTE TO WYATT TEE WALKER (1928-2018)

Wyatt Tee Walker was a bright, elegant, and eloquent preacher who had a passion for social
justice. In 1957. He was among the southern ministers who put together what eventually came to
be known as the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. That organization had the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., as its founding president. King appreciated the thoughtfulness and
educated approach to resolving conflicts exhibited by Walker, whom he named as executive
director of SCLC in 1960.
One of the main reasons why Walker caught King and others’ attention was because he was a
brilliant organizer and administrator. King himself was not very good at that; he did not have the
patience for dealing with disputes and heated discussions. Consequently, while he traveled across
the country giving speeches and raising money for the SCLC and the Civil Rights Movement, King
could feel immensely comfortable putting the daily operations of the organization in Walker’s
capable hands. (continued on next page)

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Ft. Dodge IA 50501
Permit No. 448

Return Service Requested

(continued from previous page) Walker’s expertise was on prominent display during the great
Birmingham Campaign of the spring of 1963. He just knew he could get the city and the police
department to act crudely towards the demonstrators and the children marching that would be
telecast worldwide. When King was arrested in Birmingham and began to handwwrites letter asking
local clergy to support the cause, it was Walker who took King’s chicken scratch on newsaper and
toilet tissue, sent it on to his secretary, and then publicize this very moving entreaty to join the fight
for civil and human rights.
Eventually, Walker became the lead pastor at Canaan Baptist Church in Harlem, New York City.
He was a spectacular preacher who also had a penchant for doing the nitty-gritty work of improving
communities. He also studied the relationship of music to faith, worship, and action. I had the
opportunity to go to a workshop facilitated by
Walker in the early 1980s on his recently
published work, Somebody’s Calling My Name:
Black Sacred Music and Social Change. He
couldn’t really sing that well, but he could tell
background stories in a manner that was simply
delightful!
The life of Wyatt Tee Walker demonstrates
that many wonderful and creative things can
develop out of a passion for Christ!
- Dr. B.

