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FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
05/31/2017
2017 Receipts - General fund
2017 Budgeted Bills paid to date

Additional responsibilities:
2017 Annual Apportionments
Trinity UMC General expenses
TOTAL UNPAID:

$ 92,747.39
$ 108,117.77
$ (15,370.38) Additional 2017 receipts needed - to date - if
all 2017 Budgeted Ministry is to be carried out
$
$
$

25,702.90
875.39
26,578.29

Sanctuary renovation loan balance:
$ 121,813.13
Sanctuary long term loan payment:
$
1,427.86 per month
(Maturity on loan June 5, 2029)
Loan payments are made from the Building and Maintenance Fund income
There are other non-planned incomes such as memorials, bequests, and various giving's designated
for special needs and purposes. They will be noted in another manner in our newsletter and an
appropriate "Thank You" given. A complete copy of the financials can be looked at or made at the office.

A TOUGH DECISION
Dr. B.
I have mentioned the Rev. Dr. J. Philip Wogaman to a number of you before and in this
newsletter. He is a mentor, colleague, and friend. Phil was a professor at Wesley Theological
Seminary for two-and-a-half decades, where he also spent time as Dean. I met him initially at
Boston University during my tenure there as a doctoral student. Phil was an alumnus of B.U. and
became a renowned Christian ethicist. When it was suggested to me to have someone write an
introduction to my dissertation that was going to be published, I thought of a few persons—Phil
being one of them. He obliged me!
Wogaman is probably best known in wider circles for his spiritual support
of Pres. Bill Clinton, including Hillary and Chelsea, during the Monica
Lewinsky Scandal. At the time, Phil was pastor of Foundry United Methodist
Church in Washington, D.C. Along with the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Phil offered
counsel during a low period of the American presidency that led to Clinton’s
impeachment.
One interesting tidbit is that there was another famous politician who was
a member of Foundry: Sen. Robert Dole. Dole was Clinton’s Republican
opponent for president in 1996. I often wondered how Wogaman was able
to preach to both high-profile figures, especially since he himself leaned to the liberal side
theologically and electorally. However, he is a very prudent and patient individual, and his facility
with words and taking the ethical high road always impressed me. Fellow Republicans criticized
Dole for his Foundry membership, so he departed for another religious institution.
What equally caught my attention is something that Wogaman, now retired both from academia
and the ministry, recently elected to do. In 1988, Wogaman assisted in forming a Special
Committee to Study Homosexuality for the denomination. He was a member until 1992.
Subsequent to his exploration of this issue with other clergy and laity, he became an ally of persons
categorized as LGBTQI (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or Questioning, and Intersex).
Hence, for twenty-five years, he has been an advocate for fairer treatment and inclusivity of
homosexuals—even in the church.
T. C. Morrow, a lesbian member of Foundry, was a candidate for ordination as a deacon.
However, the Board of Ordained Ministry chose to delay her candidacy at the BaltimoreWashington Annual Conference, albeit the board had recommended her ordination last year. Phil
asked for a moment of personal privilege during the clergy’s executive session and questioned “how
a gifted person of high Christian character can be excluded from ordained ministry because of bad
church law, applied legalistically and hurtfully.” Consequently, he surrendered his clergy credentials!
Wogaman states that he made the decision “with a heavy heart,” but did so
because he agreed with Dietrich Bonhoeffer that there is “a cost of discipleship
at every stage in our life as Christians.” At 85 years old, Phil is approaching his
sixtieth anniversary as an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church. He
asked other UM clergy to remain to fight on the inside, while he would
continue in his new position as a lay member of the church.
Regardless of personal beliefs concerning this aspect of identity or lifestyle, I
think one would be hard-pressed not to admire his facing the matter squarely
and making a tough decision.
https://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/former-foundry-pastor-rev-j-philip-wogaman-surrenders-clergy-credentials/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/06/07/pastor-foundry-umc-surrenders-clergy-credentials-lesbian-activist-ordination/

Fellowship Team
Do you like planning fun events and getting together with others? Join our
Fellowship Team! We will be planning various events with the purpose of
bringing our church family and others together in fellowship and fun!! Our
first meeting will be Wednesday, July 5th at 6:30 p.m. We will be discussing
our August Block Party among other things. Please contact Rachel (515-408
-1197) if you are interested. Hope to see you there.
Middle School Youth Group Volunteers
We have a wonderful problem!! Our middle school youth group has grown
over the last few weeks to the point I need help next fall!! I’m looking for
people who might be able to make a commitment on a rotating schedule to
assist with our Wednesday afternoon program. It runs from 3:30-5:30 on
regular days, and 1:30-3:30 on early out days.
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you
A huge “thanks” to all those who helped with Vacation Bible School. It takes
many volunteers to make it all come together and you made it all come
together.

Looking ahead to this fall, there are several supplies that
we will be needing for Sunday school. If you would like
to donate any of these supplies, your generosity would
be greatly appreciated.
White and colored cardstock
(8 1/2 X 11)
Scotch tape
Glue sticks
Sharpies markers
Pocket folders

Gene Joseph
Boland
Gladys Long
Ilene Smith
Rowena Bastian
Shane Corey
Lloyd Corey
George & Jean
Montgomery

Large sheets of white poster board

Rachel Bell

Scissors (large, sharp, not for small children)

Carol Corey

Colored computer paper (all colors)
Legal writing pads (yellow or white)

Pastor John Hembry
Joe Lennon
Craig Kristensen
Doris Ross
Harold Jones

The proper words are hard to find
to express my [and our] gratitude
for your best wishes and kindness
expressed at the time my
retirement. I will miss you but I will
always be grateful for our journey in faith that we made
together. God bless you all!
- Ron and Mary Kitteman

Congratulations to Trinity United
Methodist Church Member Gary
Winkler on his induction into the
Fort Dodge Senior High School Hall
of Fame as a former Dodger Swim
Team Coach.

Deb Shelton

Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a blessed
month!
Service Men &
Women
TUMC College
Students
Give a call
Show you care!

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Ft. Dodge IA 50501
Permit No. 448

Return Service Requested

