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FINANCE UPDATE
Year to Date
04/30/2017
Planned receipts - General fund*
Total Planned Expenses

Bills not yet paid:
2015 Apportionments
2016 Apportionments
2017 Apportionments
Other Bills
TOTAL UNPAID:

$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$

Previous YTD
04/30/2016

93,028.15 $
104,724.93 $
(11,696.78) $

89,197.44
93,832.70
(4,635.26)

6,515.25
46,687.84
20,562.32
1,413.88
75,179.29

Sanctuary renovation loan balance:
$ 124,298.23
Sanctuary long term loan payment:
$
1,427.86 per month
(Maturity on loan June 5, 2029)
Loan payments are made from the Building and Maintenance Fund income
* Planned receipts - General Fund includes a bequest of $17,881. This money was used in February to
pay 2015 apportionments.
** There are other non-planned income and expenses such as memorial money and various other giving's
that have special purpose needs and expenses.
A COMPLETE COPY OF THE MONTHLY FINANCIALS CAN BE REVIEWED OR HAVE
A COPY MADE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE. PLEASE HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE TO BE FORWARDED TO THE FINANCE CHAIR.

LET THE LORD USE YOU
by Dr. B.

When I was growing up and attending Messiah Baptist Church in Bridgeport, CT, among the various
things I noticed were two names: Willing Workers and Benevolence Fund. I thought it odd that there would
need to be a group called “willing workers” in a church in which everyone should be characterized as such. It
always kind of tickled me whenever I heard the phrase used. Willing Workers was an organization within the
church whose members sought to unite with the community in providing food, clothing, and other items to the
most vulnerable citizens. Sometimes, such service would require going the extra mile or beyond the call of
duty, i.e., really making a sacrifice of convenience to answer the cry of those in need. A primary passage for
that organization is: “If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat, do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.” (Luke 6:2931)
The “benevolence fund” was taken up every first Sunday after communion. Of course, some did not like
it, for it was the third time the church would pass the offering plate that day. The first two offerings were for
general tithes and gifts, on the one hand, and donations for a new building, on the other hand. By the time
the benevolence offering was being collected, many had grown weary of contributing. Needless to say, the
benevolence sum was significantly less than that of the general and building receipts. The benevolence fund
was used to address exigent needs such as energy assistance, emergency disaster relief, rental help,
clothing, health concerns, etc. Going further in the Lucan passage, we read: “If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.” And here’s
the crux of the matter: “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:32-36)
In my opinion, every church ought to have a well-organized benevolence program and willing workers to
implement it. In order to maintain and oversee such a program, there must be sufficient criteria for
determining individual need and detailed documentation of the need and the dissemination of funds.
Contributions should always be made to the fund and not to specific persons. Distribution of funds should
primarily go directly to service providers, i.e., landlords, mortgage lenders, utility companies, medical
facilities, and so forth. Be clear on the types of needs the fund will support, such as food, shelter, clothing,
health, etc. And always devise a system of checks and balances, of accountability, so that no one person
determines or controls the dispersal of funds. (https://501c3go.com/the-dos-donts-of-benevolence-funds/)
This passage in the Letter of James is apropos:
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. (James 2:14-17)
Here, we see in part the modus operandi of the willing workers. Because they have faith in God through
Christ Jesus, they are motivated to address both the bodily and spiritual needs of the people. As a kid, I
enjoyed hearing any of the willing workers give testimony of rendered service. The pastor of the church
would smile throughout, and once the testimonials were done, he’d say, “Let the Lord use you.”

Dear Friends in Christ,
This will be “a bitter sweet” and short
letter. Bitter because it will be my last formal
note to you. I am writing to you in anticipation
of Mary and my moving to Grimes Iowa. Sadly,
I am giving up working for you to bring the
Good News of God’s love to you.
But this letter is sweet in the sense that
I leave with the knowledge that Dr. Michael
Blackwell and Rachel Bell, and you will continue to share the Good
News! In particular, the Caring Ministry project will continue under Dr.
Mark and RaeAnne Marner’s faithful and able leadership.
Trinity United Methodist Church has been our faith home since
1989 when we moved here. We chose Trinity because it was the
congregation that went out of its way to welcome us, extend to us
fellowship and to care for us. When we moved to Fort Dodge Mary and
I were expecting the arrival of our son, Alex. Our daughter, Mandy was
in fifth grade. Later Mary would be diagnosed with cancer and
successfully be treated. And then Mary’s parents and my dad would
move on from this world to the next.
During these times, in particular, you would be here for us. But
you would also be here for us in the ordinary times. In the church
calendar year, the “Ordinary Times” occur between the Day of Epiphany
and Ash Wednesday AND between the Day of Pentecost and the First
Sunday of Advent. They are of course the days of the year for being
faithful and for celebration but they are days not marked by any special
need or event.You were here for us in the ordinary times as well as our
extra ordinary times. You were here for us with a greeting and a
welcome to worship, fellowship and study.
So Mary, Mandy, Alex, our extended family both past and present,
and I thank you for being the body of Christ for us in our BIG moments
of need and in our ordinary times. May God continue to bless you and
may you continue to recognize and to respond to God’s blessings!
With deep appreciation for all your care!
Pastor Ron Kitterman
There will be a farewell gathering for Ron Kitterman after the 5:30 pm
service on Saturday, June 24 and after the 10:00 am service on Sunday,
June 25. Cake and drinks will be served in honor of Ron’s departure.
Please come show your support and gratitude for everything Ron has
done for the church!
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Prayers requests
are updated on a
regular basis.
Please let us know
if there is anyone
you would like
added. Thank you
and have a blessed
month!
Service Men &
Women
TUMC College
Students
Give a call
Show you care!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Get your kids registered now for Vacation Bible School. Open to all kids from 3 years
old (must be potty-trained) to those just having completed 6th grade. Dates for this
year’s Bible school are June 26-29 from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. A supper is served at
5:30. This is a combined effort between all of the United Methodist churches in town
and will be held this year at First United Methodist Church. Pick up a registration form
from the church office or on Sunday morning. For more information, call the office
(573-3519) or call or text Rachel (515-408-1197).
VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Anyone interested in volunteering to help with Vacation Bible school in any capacity,
please contact Rachel (515-408-1197). You must be in 7th grade or above. Adult help
is very much needed.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH LEADERS
During our summer schedule, we will be excusing the children during the worship
service to go to a ‘one room’ Sunday School setting for a story and activity during the
remainder of the worship service. We are looking for volunteers to help lead this time
on a rotating schedule. If you are interested in helping, please call the church office
(515-573-3519) or Rachel (515-408-1197).
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Row 1—Matthew Surles-Davis, Emma Alstott
Row 2—Tristin Doster, Jerry Chada, Jacob Totten, Elijah Yates, Jace Ulrich
Row 3—Dr. Michael Blackwell
CONGRATS CONFIRMANDS!

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Ft. Dodge IA 50501
Permit No. 448

Return Service Requested

It is sad to report that Campbell's is phasing out the labels on
soup and other products that we have been saving for years.
We have been sending them to Bidwell Riverside in Des Moines,
a UMW Mission for many years. They have been used to purchase
2 vans, playground and office equipment, etc. If you have any of
these labels please get them to the church by July so that we
may get them sent in before it is discontinued.
Please continue saving the beverage tabs for your favorite
organization. Schools like them and Ronald McDonald Homes
use them. Thank you!

