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Year to Date Previous YTD

02/28/2017 02/29/2016

Planned receipts - General fund 54,514.44$       43,058.97$         

Total Planned Expenses 63,304.51$       55,111.84$         

(8,790.07)$        (12,052.87)$       

Bills not yet paid:

   2015 Apportionments 6,515.25$         

   2016 Apportionments 46,687.84$       

   2017 Apportionments 10,281.16$       

TOTAL UNPAID: 63,484.25$       

Sanctuary renovation loan balance: 126,897.37$     

Sanctuary long term loan payment: 1,427.86$         per month

(Maturity on loan June 5, 2029)

Loan payments are made from the Building and Maintenance Fund income

** There are other non-planned income and expenses such as memorial money and various other giving's

     that have special purpose needs and expenses.

FINANCE UPDATE

A COMPLETE COPY OF THE MONTHLY FINANCIALS CAN BE REVIEWED OR HAVE

A COPY MADE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE. PLEASE HAVE ANY QUESTIONS

DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE TO BE FORWARDED TO THE FINANCE CHAIR.



 

 



 

 

MEETING TWO ANNs 

 The majority of congregation members in the United States are 

women.  They have often been the ones to keep churches operational.  

They would not only take care of the ongoing work of keeping the places 

neat and functional, but also be the true face of the church to the local 

community and beyond.  It is a fairly well-known fact that early in 

Methodism in the so-called New World, many of the first members of 

parishes were African Americans—whether they were slave or free.  The 

first known African American member, and a woman no doubt, was Annie Sweitzer.  She was 

embraced at what is now called Strawbridge Shrine in Maryland.  She first began meeting at 

John Evan’s house as part of a covenant group. 

Over the passage of time, sad to say, many United Methodist churches were not so open-

minded and accepting.  We all know the story of how the beginning of the African Methodist 

and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Churches was a response to the racially 

discriminatory practices of white Methodists in Philadelphia.  Despite these necessary 

outgrowths, it is always good for us to remember that the preeminent founder of the 

Methodist way, namely John Wesley, was opposed to slavery. 

Philadelphia was the locus for another development emanating from Methodists.  Before 

she died in 1905, Ann Jarvis had commented to her daughter how she 

wished women from former Union and Confederate states would be 

able to come together in harmony—forming a kind of Friendship Day 

among mothers.  Anna started a voracious letter-writing campaign 

urging citizens to support the establishment of an annual Mother’s Day.  

Eventually, various states like West Virginia and Pennsylvania liked the 

idea.  But it wasn’t until 1914 that President Woodrow Wilson saw 

merit in the idea and it was adopted by the U.S. Congress. 

As time progressed, however, Jarvis, once exhilarated by its 

overwhelming acceptance, started to observe how the intention of her special day was being 

corrupted.  She had wanted it to be a day of emotion, praise, and honor.  But over the next 

couple decades, it had become an occasion for merchants to make profits and consumers to 

purchase gifts and advertisers to have a field day, so to 

speak.  She became infuriated and enraged when the U.S. 

Postal Service issued a Mother’s Day stamp with a painting, 

Whistler’s Mother, which included a vase of white 

carnations.  She believed the stamp could easily serve as a 

boon for the floral industry and continue further to distract 

from the true essence of the commemorative recognition.  

Her disaffection for the commercialization of Mother’s Day 

nearly drove her batty, for many disagreed with her anti-

capitalism.  Unfortunately, she died a virtual recluse and an uncontrollable hoarder! 

Notwithstanding the tragedies of racism, sexism, and xenophobia, isn’t it grand to have 

such firsts numbered among Methodists?  Carry on! 

           - Dr. B. 
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We are currently  
updating our prayer 
requests. Please let  
us know if there is 
anyone you would 
like added. Thank 
you and have a 
blessed month! 

 

Service Men &  
Women  

TUMC College  
Students 

       

Give a call  

   Show you care! 

 Former Harvard Divinity School New 

Testament scholar, Krister Stindal, was fond of 

referring to the resurrection of Jesus as “the 

scandal of particularity.” By that he meant the 

resurrection of Jesus defied logic [scandal] and 

only happened once in history [particularity.]  

 We who live in the post modern world 

tend to think of the measure of truth as being 

scientific or verifiable, by repeating an activity, 

and getting the same result over again. That may be the test in the 

laboratories of men and women but in God’s laboratory [which is 

creation], logic is replaced by faith. Events are not required to be 

redundant in order to be true. Miracles are possible in God’s realm. 

Once seems to be enough for God! 

 Further, the resurrection of Jesus is ultimately proof of God’s 

desire to love us no matter what we do. After all, even when we humans 

put Jesus to death, and in an extremely cruel way, all it took for God 

and Jesus to prove to us that love is stronger than hate and death, was 

for God to send Jesus back to us as our loving savior. [Jesus did not 

come back to us seeking revenge for what we had done to Him but he 

sought and still seeks to offer us forgiveness for what we have done!] 

So I think Stendal is correct when he calls Jesus’ resurrection, a 

particular scandal; something that happened once and is outrageous! 

 Christmas and Easter are the church’s two big days. And if you 

think about them they are celebrations of God coming to us, as one of us, 

and then coming back to us when we chose to send God, in Jesus, packing. 

Those two events cannot be proven in our ways or “scientific” ways, but 

if we dare to believe in the authenticity of God coming to us and then 

returning to us with love for us, when we tried to shut God out; Easter 

can make all the difference in how we live and die and live again! 

 God in Jesus still comes to us today! We can have confidence that 

God is in charge of our existence here and now, and for all time. That 

simple belief can free us from the rule of anxiety in our lives. We can 

believe that God in Jesus returns to forgive us for our Sin and that can 

free us from sins in general and the burden of guilt. It can even free us 

to ask others for forgiveness, and free us to forgive others; so we are 

not caught in the traps of punishment and anger.  

 Easter, in particular, was a big deal for Krister Stindal, and Easter is 

a big deal for me! It is one day out of 365 that informs how I live the 

other 364. Easter reminds me of what God has done once and for all 

time! As a result Easter is about the here and now everyday and not just 

a day in history. I believe Easter is what God is doing for you and me!!! 

     - Ron Kitterman 



 

 

Youth News and Upcoming Events… 

**************************************************************************** 

Mark Your Calendars:                                                                                                                  

Our youth will once again be presenting Good Friday and Easter Sunrise Services.   

Good Friday:  7:00 p.m.                                                                                                              

Easter Sunrise:  7:00 a.m. 

There will be a breakfast following the Sunrise Service .  Watch for details about 

other Holy Week services. 

We are practicing for the services during our regular Sunday youth group time- 

3:00 p.m  Please come and be part of this if you are in 8th grade through high 

school. 

****************************************************************** 

Youth Lock-In: 

We’re having a lock-in on April 7th for youth involved in the Holy Week Services.  

Looking for chaperones.  Call Rachel (515-408-1197) if interested. 

****************************************************************** 

Save the Date:  Plans are currently underway for this summer’s Vacation Bible 

School.  Dates for VBS are June 26-29 (Mon. – Thur.) from 5:30 until 8:00.  We 

need high school an adult volunteers.  Please let me know if you can help us out!   

****************************************************************** 

Attention Kids and Parents: 

Our Sunday School kids will be singing during the 9:00 service on Palm Sunday, 

April 9th.  We are working on the songs, so please be here every week for Sunday 

School if possible! 

****************************************************************** 

Reminder: 

 Sunday School:  (Preschool- high school) - 10:00 a.m. 

 M.S. Youth Group (5th – 7th grades) - Wed. 3:30-5:30 (6:15 if they stay for meal)   

 Sunday Youth Group (8th – high school)  - Sunday  3:00 – 4:30          
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 7:00 pm Good Friday Service  

led by Trinity’s Youth 

 7:00 am Sunrise Sunday Service led by 

Trinity’s Youth with breakfast following 

 9:00 am Easter Sunday Service 

 
 
 
 

 

2017 Guest Day 
         

Our UMW Guest Day will be on Thursday April 13th at 11:30 AM.   A salad luncheon 

will be served and our guest speaker will be from Informed Choices of Iowa.  
 

About Choices of Iowa  
 Our Vision (what the future looks like) - Eliminate the “need” for abortion in Iowa. 

 Our Mission (what we do everyday) - Turn Fear into confidence by meeting the  

Real Needs of women and men and providing Strength for life’s touch choices 

 Our Values - Abortion Elimination By Demand Reduction, Accountability,  

Relevance, Determination 

Please join us for this event! 


