
 

 

    Join us for the 31 Day Prayer Challenge!  
Registration is open now.  The challenge 
will begin with a live Zoom opening and 
introductory session.  You’ll be able to ask 
any questions and set your personal goal 
for establishing or fortifying your prayer-life 
habit through writing as a spiritual practice.  
Here are some things you can expect:  
-Live Zoom Group Coaching 
-Daily Email Tips and Guidance 
-Online Discussion Forum 
-Downloadable Prayer Journal 
-Daily Video Opening Prayers 
-Daily Example Writings 
-Audio Scripture Readings 
-Life-time access for all participants 

Register online today 

at:  https://www.ministershelper.com/p/afu

mc-31-day-prayer-challenge/ 
A video explaining the project at this link: 
https://3.basecamp.com/4474391/buckets/18
091840/uploads/3348020411 
A promotional video at this link: 
https://3.basecamp.com/4474391/buckets/18
091840/uploads/3348019905 
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Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89458481105?pwd=S1pYWkRi

dTNJVEFCMFJnNEFzaUd3Zz09 
Dial by your location: 

+1 312 626 6799,  +1 646 558 8656,  +1 301 715 8592 
  +1 346 248 7799,  +1 669 900 9128,  +1 253 215 8782 

Meeting ID: 894 5848 1105   Passcode: 663607 
 

 
**We would like to let the members of the church 

know that the church is always open for them.  We are 
asking that you try to make an appointment or just let 
Emily know you are coming, so that we do not have 
too many people in the building at the same time.  This 
is only going to be the case during the pandemic.  We 
just want to try to spread out the people who need to 
come so we are all as safe as possible.  Thank you for 
understanding.** 
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FROM THE PASTOR>>>  

Since the election results were announced in November, I have been in a state of 
anticipating a brighter day in the middle of the political chaos that the nation has been 
experiencing for the last four years.  After working to get people registered, educated on the 
issues, and voting, I was ready to rest until inauguration.  In my wildest dreams I could not 
have expected the events that have unfolded.  As we were waiting for the birth of the 
Messiah, Americans were waiting for the President to concede the election.  The constant 
barrage of misinformation was constant, and just like continuous drops of water can erode a 
rock, the moral integrity of our nation was slowly eroding before our eyes.  Because of the 
slow drip of miscommunication, misdirection, and revisionist interpretation of events, there 
were American people whose hatred, anger, and conspiracy imaginations were being 
whipped into a frenzy.  
 

The climax of these tandem events was experienced on January 6th which we know 
as Epiphany.  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we were celebrating the Magi following the star 
to find the Messiah.  The assurance of God’s presence with us was shattered by domestic 
terrorists taking over the Capital as they were encouraged by the President of the United 
States to commit acts of insurrection, rebellion, and direct defiance of the will of the 
American people.  Some commentators in their attempts to illuminate us to the cause have 
suggested mental illness drove the events of the day.  
 
As a practical theologian, I was drawn to another conclusion. 
 

12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.   
-Ephesians 6:12 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the evil that we are fighting in the spiritual realm?  It is Racism - White 

Supremacy-and Colonialism.  It is America's original sin, the immorality that empowered 
slavery and the very foundation of claiming land for Europeans that was already occupied 
by Native Americans. My issue is the number of my white clergy colleagues who want to 
explain away the sin because it is not their lived reality.  THIS IS MY LIVED REALITY! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
     

 
  

 



 
  

 

 

I have been stopped by the police for walking in a neighborhood where the African 
American population is almost nil.  I have been stopped by the police for “driving while black.”  
I have experienced parishioners saying to me that it is too political to talk about racial issues 
in church.  I have experienced racial bias in hiring, while having the same or better 
qualifications for a job and a white colleague was chosen over me.  These instances of lived 
racism, systemic racism, racial profiling, and racial bias are wrapped in the original sin of 
America – racism.  When white colleagues try to explain it away, this infuriates me because 
you just told me that my reality is not valid, but yours is valid.  Because these colleagues are 
white, the underlying message is because they are white, they are right.  This must stop now. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
“Many white Christians across America are waking up to the fact that something is 

seriously wrong – but often this is where we get stuck.  The prospect of addressing racial 
blind spots and assumptions can seem impossible, especially when members of our 
communities are content with the way things are-or, as often the case in the country, when 
our neighborhoods and towns appear to offer little in the way of cultural diversity.” 
-David W. Swanson, ReDisciping the White Church, Pg. 6 

 
As we reflect today and for the next week on the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, the 

words of David Swanson compel me to reexamine my positioning in the church and the 
community to address these issues.  I am committed to Dr. King’s dream, so I am going to 
work tirelessly to be a living example and to usher in the change necessary for the dream to 
become a reality. 
 

If the church is to be the Body of Christ, we can not ignore racism.  We must confront it.  
We must acknowledge our roles of complacency or active promotion of colonial oppression.  
We must have a moment of honest reflection and confession.  I am not willing to be silent 
anymore. 
 

The greater challenge is how to move forward from here.  Based on the events at the 
Capital of the United States on January 6, how has this impacted your prayer focus? 

-Rev. William T. Chaney, Jr. 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

  

OUR GIVING APP… 
GivePlus App for Smartphone – Want the convenience of  
using your phone to make an offering to the church?    
Download the GivePlus app available for both Apple and  
Android.  To donate to AFUMC, search in zip code 22203,  
and select Arlington Forest UMC.  The app will allow you  
to pay by a credit card or a bank account. It will allow you  
to make a one-time donation or set up a reoccurring donation.    
The app is provided through VANCO, which has been the  
church’s online donation processor for many years.   
VANCO is used by many churches including many  
Methodist churches.  If you do NOT wish to use your phone  
but would still like to make a credit card donation or a  
donation directly from your bank account, you can donate on the church’s website.  Choose the Giving 
tab at the top.  This option, which is also from VANCO, has been available on the church’s website for 
a number of years, and is used by several current church attendees.   
And of course, the church will still accept your check or cash donation mailed directly to the church or 
dropped off at the church.  Both the smart phone GIvePlus app and the online option available on 
AFUMC’s website, add the convenience of paying by credit card, or directly from your bank account, 
without having to write a check. 
For more details see:  
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE UPPER ROOM IS  
AVAILABLE... 

 
 

The Upper Room is a modern daily 
devotion that follows the normal 

structure of starting with a verse before 
writing a short and thought-provoking 
article.  As well as a main devotion, 
each day also has a “thought for the 
day,” a prayer, a prayer-focus, and 
related reading.  Would you like a 

copy of The Upper Room mailed to 
you?  We would be happy to send 

you one! 

Arlington Interfaith Network’s MLK 
Day Service 

We hope that you will attend!  Our goal is to have as 
many denominations and participants as possible present 
on Sunday. 

This Sunday from 3:00-4:00 pm 
Zoom link or:  https://bit.ly/MLKInterfaithService 

 
    The Interfaith service will include a pre-edited 
collaborative reading of a Martin Luther King sermon titled, 
"Keep moving from this mountain". A three-minute 
excerpt of this reading will be made available by Friday at 
the latest. We are encouraging as many faith communities 
as possible to use this excerpt in their own worship 
services! If you have any questions about the video please 
contact Matt Rittle, from the Church of the Brethren.  If you 
have additional questions about the service, please 
contact Amanda Poppei from the UUCA.  

 
     

   
 
 
 

 

   

 

   

Happy  
MLK Day, 
Everybody!! 

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf
file:///C:/Users/arlin/Documents/2019%20Documents/Worship/2020%20Newsletter/Zoom%20link
https://bit.ly/MLKInterfaithService
mailto:Pastormatt@arlingtoncob.org
mailto:apoppei@uucava.org


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

De-colonizing the Church: A Commitment to  
Anti-Racism 

De-colonizing the Church: A Commitment to Anti-Racism 
What does it mean to “de-colonize” the church? 
    If we’re honest, most of the churches that were started in America followed a colonial approach where someone 
with authority or an “empire” mentality would come in and tell the community who God was, where and how God 
would be worshipped, and what it meant to be the church. 
    A de-colonizing approach recognizes that God is present in every community and that the church’s job is to 
listen, learn, and curate a faith community that is Spirit-led and honors the voices and lived experiences of those 
who gather as the body of Christ.  
    A team of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and people of color) pastors and church planters developed a five-
week webinar in the hopes that judicatory leaders, pastors, and laity could learn more about the inherent racism in 
the church and commit to de-colonize The United Methodist Church in America.  
Leading scholars and practitioners in the field of anti-racism will be guiding us on this journey as we explore the 
following topics: 
Week 1: The Theology of Racism 
Week 2: Embodied Racism 
Week 3: Racism in the UMC  
Week 4: De-Colonizing Church Planting 
Week 5: Anti-Racism 
    We invite you to join Path 1 on a journey to name and explore our own history of racism and what it means to 
be intentionally anti-racist as we start new ministries and faith communities in the UMC.  
Join this five-week event every Thursday beginning February 18. 
Early bird pricing available now through January 1. Take advantage now! 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/de-colonizing-the-church 

 
 
 

Watch the recorded discussion with Dr. Fauci about COVID-19 
In partnership with the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Virginia 

Department of Health, and the VCU Massey Cancer Center, faith 
leaders and all Virginians were invited to a virtual discussion on the 
COVID-19 vaccine with Dr. Anthony S. Fauci on Friday, January 8, 
2021 as part of “Facts & Faith Friday.” 

If you missed the event, you can view the recorded webinar at the 
link below.  If you want to skip ahead, Dr. Fauci begins his 
presentation at the 37th minute.  As well, Bishop Lewis asks a 
question at the 1 hour and 17-minute mark. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=316546456342187&ref=search  
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