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Vaccine Registration>>>    

 

 

February 21 at 10 A.M. 

SCOUT SUNDAY THIS WEEK!! 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86461178824?p
wd=Q0FERGdYbEV2dE43Y0ZCejFCTlRJ

QT09 

Dial by your location: 

+1 646 558 8656, +1 301 715 8592 

+1 312 626 6799, +1 669 900 9128 

+1 253 215 8782, +1 346 248 7799 

Meeting ID: 864 6117 8824 

Passcode: 596832 
BECAUSE WE CARE *If you would like to be part of a group 
who commits to contacting one or more of our homebound 
members each month, please call or e-mail Carol Olander. 
You may already be providing such care, but this is a 
chance for us to become just a bit more organized 
in reaching out to the 15 homebound folks in our church 
family. The goal is to ensure that each of these folks hears 
consistently from a church member via card, e-mail of call. 
*If you are willing to support this ministry, please contact 
Carol at 703-685-5385 or cjoyolander@gmail.com 

 
 

The Virginia Department of 
Health launched a new 
statewide vaccine pre-
registration system, 
to make it easier for people 
to sign up for a free COVID-
19 vaccination. You can 
register and can confirm that 
you are in the new system at 
any time, at   
https://www.arlingtonva.us/c
ovid-19/vaccines/registration/ 
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  Church Council Meeting >>>          

 

Tuesday, February 23 – 7:15 PM 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82576055790?pwd=NIFISmwrbU9wjk2dndkOTI5SVFZZz09 
 

Dial by your location: 
+1 301 715 8592, +1 312 626 6799, +1 646 558 8656 
+1 253 215 8782, +1 346 248 7799, +1 669 900 9128 
 
Meeting ID: 825 7605 5790 
Passcode: 938354 

 

 
 

 

 

More from the D.S.>>> 

Important Dates coming up…. 
 

District Superintendent Sarah Calvert has scheduled time to meet 
with Arlington Forest UMC to answer any questions the congregation 
might have.  She will meet following the worship service at 11 AM on 
Sunday, February 28, 2021. 

 

Annual Conference – Will be virtual again,  

on June 18th. As always, clergy are  

expected to attend. 

 

 

 
 

 

Connection… 

United Methodist leaders often speak of the denomination as "the connection." This concept has 
been central to Methodism from its beginning. 

The United Methodist structure and organization began as a means of accomplishing the mission of 
spreading scriptural holiness. Methodism's founder, John Wesley, recognized the need for an 
organized system of communication and accountability and developed what he called the 
"connexion," a network of classes, societies, and annual conferences. 

Every local church is linked to an interconnected network of organizations that join together in 
mission and ministry, allowing us to accomplish far more than any one local church or person could 
alone. 
Source: https://www.umc.org/en/content/organization-church-as-connection 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82576055790?pwd=NIFISmwrbU9wjk2dndkOTI5SVFZZz09
https://www.umc.org/en/content/organization-church-as-connection


      Connection… 
 
 
 
 
 
    If you did not grow up in the United Methodist Church this concept of 
being a connectional church may seem strange. In fact, it may be a difficult 
concept to really grasp because most people only experience the local 
expression of the church. But the reality is that we exist within a 
connectional church system and Arlington Forest United Methodist Church is 
a part of that connection. As AFUMC has shared apportionments we have 
supported district, conference and international missions and ministry. As an 
ecumenical church we have joined with our brothers and sisters from local 
congregations to make a difference in the Arlington. 
Today we are living with a great opportunity. Because of the legacy of 
members, pastors and community partners we have an opportunity to leave 
a legacy. Ending a season of vital ministry can be the seeds of launching 
other vital ministries throughout the District. I also understand that this is 
difficult to everyone for so many reasons.  
    I have heard stories of members who were baptized here, their children 
were baptized here, and their grandchildren were baptized here at Arlington 
Forest. Several people have shared that they were married here at Arlington 
Forest. Some people have shared how many long-term members made 
sacrifices to support youth projects and meet specific needs in the 
community. The legacy of Arlington Forest is still being formed through our 
prayerful discernment during this season of transition.  
    As we are continuing to write our legacy, I am encouraging each person 
receiving the newsletter to reach out to a member who has not attended 
worship or who is in sick and shut in. Ask them about their memories of 
serving and worshipping at Arlington Forest. Jot down their comments on a 
5 by 8 index card and bring the card to the church or mail it to the church. 
This is a tangible way of acknowledging our legacy and connection.  
Emily will be posting these cards on the bulletin board in the main hall. This 
will be one reminder of the legacy of Arlington Forest that everyone can see. 
I then encourage each of you to write a card or several cards to be placed 
on the wall. As the cards come in Emily will also take excerpts from the 
cards and highlight them in our newsletter. We will be sharing the cards 
through Holy Week. If you need some index cards please let the office know. 
We will mail you some cards or prepare an envelope with index cards for 
you to pick up.   
 

 

 



THE UPPER ROOM IS 
AVAILABLE... 
 
The Upper Room is a modern daily 
devotion that follows the normal 
structure of 
starting with 
a verse 
before 
writing a 
short and 
thought-
provoking 
article.  As 
well as a 
main 
devotion, 
each day also has a “thought for the 
day,” a prayer, a prayer-focus, and 
related reading.  
  
Would you like a copy of The 
Upper Room mailed to you?  We 
would be happy to send you one! 

GIVING APP… 
 

GivePlus App for Smartphone – Want the 

convenience of using your phone to make an 

offering to the church? 

Download the GivePlus app available for both 

Apple and Android.  

Much like our church website, the app will allow 

you to pay by a credit/debit card or a bank 

account. It will allow you to make a one-time 

donation or set up a reoccurring tithe. 

The app is from VANCO, which is the company 

the church has 

used for many 

years. Of course, 

the church will 

still accept your 

check or cash 

donation mailed 

directly to the 

church or dropped off at the church.   

Both the smart phone GivePlus app and the 

online option available on AFUMC’s website, 

add the convenience of paying by credit card, or 

directly from your bank account, without having 

to write a check. 

For more details see: 

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/i

mages/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pd

f  

De-colonizing the Church:  Commitment to Anti-Racism 
   

What does it mean to “de-colonize” the church? 

    If we are honest, most of the churches that were started in America followed 

a colonial approach where someone with         authority or an “empire” 

mentality would come in and tell the community who God was, where and how 

God would be worshipped, and what it meant to be the church. 

    A de-colonizing approach recognizes that God is present in every 

community and that the church’s job is to listen, learn, and curate a faith 

community that is Spirit-led and honors the voices and lived experiences of 

those who gather as the body of Christ.  

    A team of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and people of color) pastors and 

church planters developed a five-week webinar in the hopes that judicatory 

leaders, pastors, and laity could learn more about the inherent racism in the 

church and commit to de-colonize The United Methodist Church in America.  

https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf


De-colonizing the Church:  Commitment to Anti-Racism (cont.) 
   

Leading scholars and practitioners in the field of anti-racism will be guiding 

us on this journey as we explore the following topics: 

Week 1: The Theology of Racism 

Week 2: Embodied Racism 

Week 3: Racism in the UMC  

Week 4: De-Colonizing Church Planting 

Week 5: Anti-Racism 

    We invite you to join Path 1 on a journey to name and explore our own 

history of racism and what it means to be intentionally anti-racist as we start 

new ministries and faith communities in the UMC.  

Join this five-week event every Thursday beginning February 18. 

Take advantage now! 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/de-colonizing-the-church 

 

31 Day Prayer Challenge is Winding 
Down 

    On Wednesday February 17th we are celebrating the end of our 31 Day prayer 

challenge. For those who started late, keep pressing forward. For those who are 

finishing on time, congratulations! Developing a discipline of prayer is essential for 

spiritual growth. We want to thank Linda Furtado for leading us through the 

process. She has been a blessing. For everyone who has registered, you have access 

to the Prayer Challenge for 3 months. That means that you can go back to some 

lessons as you continue to strengthen your prayer life. During Lent I am 

encouraging you to continue the process of praying at the same time that you set 

aside for the 31 Day prayer challenge.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY… 
Wednesday February 17th was also Ash Wednesday 

and the first day of Lent. Lent is a 40-day season of 

examining relationships, engaging repentance, and taking a time of reflection and 

recalibrating our spiritual disciplines so that we are fully committed disciples of 

Christ.  Each of the dimensions of Lent can have several questions: 

• What can I do to have a better relationship with God through Jesus Christ? 

• What can I do to strengthen my relationship with other disciples? 

• How can I build relationships with people who are far from God? 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/de-colonizing-the-church


 

Give a welcome to the Lubber Run Food Hub! 

 

Love Going to the farmers market? Miss it when the colder weather comes? Well do  

we have news for you! Arlington Forest is now the home to the Lubber Run Winter 

Food Hub.  The Lubber Run Winter Food Hub is a strictly pre-order, pre-pay, 

curbside pickup hub. It features everything from fresh fruits and vegetables, fresh 

meats and seafood to preserves, pastries, and sauces. 

There are even empanadas, Soup, BBQ, and Sorbet. 

 

Featured sellers: Ana’s Twist, Baguette Republic, Cold 

Country Salmon, Dimitri Olive Farms, Great Valley 

Farms LLC, Hog Haven, J’aime Madeleine, La Coop 

Coffee, Metro Microgreens, Old Blue BBQ, Paella To 

Go, and Twin Springs Fruit Farm. 

The online ordering window is Mondays at 1:00 PM 

through Fridays at noon. Pick-up hours are Saturdays, 

9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. The pickup location is the Arlington Forest United Methodist 

Church. 

 

They also offer an opportunity to “Feed it Forward” where you can donate to a 

neighbor in need. 

Visit their website to tempt your taste buds or to place an order! 

https://www.woso.co/form/formview.cfm?formid=1134 
 

  

 View recording of General/Jurisdictional 
Conference Webinar>>>  
 
Facilitated by Bishop Cynthia  
Moore-Koikoi of the Western  
Pennsylvania Conference and hosted Tyrus Sturgis, Director of 
Leader Communications at United Methodist Communications, 
delegates, and other participants on February 13 saw presentations 
on General Church finances; the state of the Episcopal Fund; 
General Conference options; Jurisdictional Study Committee 
Report; and Episcopal election recommendation from the Council of 
Bishops.  
View recording here... 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gXlnw8wRFs 

 

https://www.woso.co/form/formview.cfm?formid=1134
https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIzMTQ3IiwiaDEzbmtpejFhNXNza29rbzhnMDhvMG9jdzgwZzhjNDQiLCIxMzYiLCIxNjYwMDU5ZWQ0NzQiLGZhbHNlXQ

