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STARTING AFRESH, DWELL 

NOT ON THE PAST…. 

Dear Family and Friend of 1st 

UMC,  

 

Greetings in the name of the Christ-Child, the Only Savior whom 

the world awaits as his presence brings unspeakable peace and 

great joy.  No matter how your celebration of our Savior’s Birth 

and soon return went, there remains one undeniable fact, that is, 

no amount of life circumstances can ever prevent his love and 

presence with each of us as long as we are willing to surrender 

all to him!  

 

The Advent Season is almost to an end, and the Epiphany Season 

will soon be upon us in a matter of days. By definition, the word 

“Epiphany” means –revelation, appearance, and manifestation.  

It originated from the Eastern Christian Tradition mostly 

observed by the Orthodox, Catholic and Anglican Christians on 

January 6 each year with great feasts. This is in recognition of 

the visit to Bethlehem of Judah, of the “Magi or three Wise men 

to whom the Christ-child was first revealed.(Matt. 2: 1-12). 

Protestant Christians also observe Epiphany Season as “Ordinary 

Times” with no central theme as it often falls between the two 

great Christian circles of Advent-Christmas and Lent-Easter-

Pentecost yet upholds its significance to our Christian Faith and 

journey. It is not only a season that recognizes the manifestation 

of God in Jesus, and of the risen Christ in our world, but also a 

time for believers to consider how Jesus fulfilled his destiny and 

task, and how all of us can equally fulfil ours too.  

My friend, I pray that this Epiphany Season would serve as a 

reminder to us that the Almighty God in whom we believe and 

serve has always been and continues to be in the business of 

doing new as well as renewing things. Let’s listen to God’s 
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message of hope in the midst of life’s 

challenges through the Prophet: “Look, I am 

about to do something new; even now it is 

coming. Do you not see it? Indeed, I will 

make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the 

desert.” (Isaiah 43:19 -CSB) 

No doubt, the past three or more years have not 

been easy and rosy as we might have expected! 

Our lives have been profoundly touched and 

challenged either for good or bad throughout 

2022 either as a congregation, a family or even 

as an individual. It is in the midst of such 

uncertainties that God speaks those words of 

hope! LET’S FOCUS ON “STARTING 

AFRESH, NOT  DWELLING ON THE 

PAST!” Prepare to be a participant, not a 

spectator, with God in the new things he has 

begun doing as we enter the New Year -2023! 

Let’s look forward with renewed faith for new 

possibilities, inspiration and new courage, all 

of which are made possible for you and me 

through the power and presence of the Christ 

Child, God’s self-manifestation in our world 

and in every walk of life.  

Finally, let me conclude by thankfully 

acknowledging your generous gifts of prayers, 

time, talents, services and money all of which 

continue to contribute to the success of the 

ministries and missional efforts of our 

congregation over the years, especially over 

last three very challenging years. Deeply 

appreciated! We prayerfully look forward to 

your continual commitment and faithfulness to 

Jesus Christ’s Ministry and Mission at Racine 

First United Methodist Congregation 

throughout 2023 and beyond for the 

transformation of lives in His name. Thank you 

ever so much for all you are and do because of 

your faith in Jesus Christ through our 

congregation!   

HAVE A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR IN HIS NAME! 

Blessings, Rev. Jakes  

 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES 

EPIPHANY / HOLY COMMUNION 

SUNDAY – 01/01/2023 

Psalm 148: 1ff., Isaiah 63: 7-9 

Hebrew 2: 10-18, Matthew 2:1-12 

Theme: THE MAGI’S WORSHIP- It’s true 

essence 

 

EPIPHANY – BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

SUNDAY 01/08/2023 

Psalm 29: 1ff., Isaiah 42: 1-9 

Acts 10: 34-43, Matthew 3: 13-17 

THEME: THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR… 

 

EPIPHANY – 2ND SUNDAY 01/15/2023 

Psalm 40: 1-1, Isaiah 49: 1-7 

1Corinthians 1: 1-9,  John 1: 29-42 

THEME: JESUS, THE LAMB AND SON 

OF GOD…. 

 

EPIPHANY – 3 RD SUNDAY 01/22/2023 

(ECUMENICAL SUNDAY) 

Psalm 27: 1, 4-9, Isaiah 9: 1-4 

1Corinthians 1: 10-18, Matthew 4: 12-23 

THEME: JESUS, THE CHILD OF LIGHT 

 

EPIPHANY – 4TH SUNDAY 01/29/2023 

Psalm 15: 1ff., Micah 4: 1-8 

Isaiah 29:14, 1Corinthians 1: 18-31 

Matthew 5: 1-12 

THEME: THE GOSPEL, A CHALLENGE 

TO FALSE WISDOM 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN JANUARY 

 2 – Connie Boehm                         

7 – Tracie Feest                          

16 – Garfield Voker                   

24 – Daphne Schnaare               

25 – August Grulich                   

29 – Joy McClelland     

 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN JANUARY 

4 – Bill & LaVerne Fawcett     

14 – Jayne & Jerry Dresen   

21 – David Piggins & Carol Christensen 

 

THANKS TO THE CONGREGATION 

I wish to thank the members of the 

congregation who continue to support the 

Northside Food Pantry. Each third Thursday, 

our church team (Jayne Dresen, Ane Poulsen, 

Catherine Gister, Cherie Brulport, Julie and 

Patti Walker) serve about 13 clients of families 

of single units up to families of 7 or more.  If 

you have grocery shopped recently, you know 

how expensive food is. 

 Our clients are grateful for the food that 

is provided each Tuesday or Thursday from 

this food pantry.  If you wish to donate food 

and/or money to this food pantry, it would be 

much appreciated. The money is used for 

necessary items that the food bank does not 

provide.  Your check may be written out to 

First United Methodist Church, Northside 

Food Pantry on the memo line, or drop food 

into the baskets by the church doors and it will 

be delivered to the pantry. 

 God bless you in helping to fulfil this 

mission of our church. 

Sincerely, 

Patti Walker 

 
 

OUR FOOD PANTRY ITEM 

For January, our food pantry items are paper 

grocery sacks and/or toilet paper. This is only a 

suggestion.  Food items of all kinds are greatly 

appreciated at any time; so, if you find 

something on sale, purchase the item and 

donate it to the food pantry. 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY POT LUCK – CHILI 

COOKOFF!! 

January 29th is the fifth Sunday, and we have 

an opportunity to share a meal following 

worship that day.  We are bringing back the 

“Chili Cook-off” in an effort to raise funds to 

support the Sack Lunch Program which we 

hope to restart in the Spring.  We need at least 

3-4 people to provide their favorite chili recipe 

that day.  Those in attendance will “vote” on 

their favorite chili by placing a contribution in 

the basket near that pot of chili.   

 Think of it this way – when you go out 

to eat, how much does it cost?  You will be 

getting an excellent sample of chili – all you 

can eat – and will be supporting a wonderful 

cause as well, so please give generously.  

 Call the office to let us know you will 

provide the chili and invite your friends to 

attend. 

 

 



TRIVIA EVENT PLANNED 

On Friday, January 27, 2023, from 7-90 pm the 

Racine Literacy Council will be once again 

sponsoring a Virtu8al Trivia Night fund raiser.  

Visit their website – www.racineliteracy.com 

to find out more, register and the council will 

contact you with the details. Our church is 

being a good neighbor by sponsoring an 

advertising slide during th4 event. Last year I 

invited 7  friends to my house to compete and 

had a great time. The cost is $40 per person or 

a team of 8 people for $250. Questions-contact 

Patti Walker. 

 

 
 

 

2023 UMC Human Relations Day Sunday 

Human Relations Day Sunday celebration is 

January 15, 2023. This offering is collected the 

Sunday before the observance of the Rev. 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday and supports 

Community Developers, United Methodist 

Voluntary Service and Youth Offender 

Rehabilitation programs. A special envelope 

will be in the bulletin on the 16th for your 

contribution to this Special Sunday. 
 

ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARDS have been 

sent to members.  If you have not yet returned 

your card to the church office, please do so as 

soon as possible.  Those members wishing to 

use weekly envelopes may pick them up on the 

table in the rear sanctuary.  Simply choose a 

box and record your name and box number on 

the sheet provided.  Thank you for your 

continued support of First Church. 
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MIDWEST MISSION PROJECT 

Thanks to contributions from our church 

family, the United Methodist Women were 

able to send $836.00 to Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center to assist in their effort to 

provide emergency supplies to areas around 

the world.  Your giving of $418.00 was 

matched by our UMW group. 

 

 

 

 
 

The First Word is published monthly by First 

United Methodist Church 

745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403 

Phone: 262-633-7632 

Email – 1racineumc@gmail.com or 

pastor1umcr@gmail.com  

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon 

Pastor – Jakes S. Voker 
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in 

the name Jesus Christ!   


