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Dear Members and Friends of Racine 1St UMC.  

I prayerfully hope all is well, if not perfect, with you and your 

loved ones in this semi-post COVID-19 Season in Jesus’ name.  

Remember, life has meaning and is worth living only with a 

sense of hope in sight at all times and in all circumstances. Thus, 

the  Apostle Paul warns all believers: “Don’t fret or worry. 

Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your 

worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you 

know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together 

for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what 

happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life!” 

(Philippians 4:6-7 MSG).    

Let me invite you to think of the recent Thanksgiving Day 

celebration. My questions are: Were you honestly thankful? If 

so, for what and to whom? It’s intended to be a blessed day, 

filled with gratitude, not only for the delicious turkey and 

pumpkin pie, but also for being surrounded by family, relatives 

and friends, near and far. Most importantly, it’s a day to be 

grateful to God Almighty whose love and grace make life and all 

things possible!   

What a joyful way to begin the Advent Season! Advent Season’s 

celebration eventually leads us into the Greatest Joy of 

participating in the global “Mas”, (commonly known as  
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“Christmas”) which marks the Miraculous 

Birth of our Lord and Savior of the world, 

“Jesus, The Christ”.  

By the way, let me quickly remind you about 

our congregation’s Christmas Eve Service on 

Saturday 24th December 2022@6:p.m. It will 

include scripture lessons, carols and concludes 

with our traditional ‘Candle Lighting’ ritual as 

we sing ‘Silent Night’ and ‘Joy to the 

World.’  Yes indeed!  The season of joyful 

celebration of Christ, our Savior’s Birth, is 

nearer than we may have imagined!  

In view of all of the above, one of my prayers 

is that each of us would be constantly 

reminded to strive to find a way to remember 

what this season is truly about!  If I could put 

it in a single sentence, it would be: Advent-

Christmas season calls us to both put on 

repentant spirit as we gratefully celebrate 

God’s unconditional love, hope and salvation 

made available to us and the world through 

his begotten Son “Jesus, The Christ!” The truth 

is, a life and world without Jesus Christ are 

hopeless and empty. I further pray that each 

of us would find ways to pass on the message 

of Hope to those people, some of whom could 

be either members of our family, relatives, 

friends or neighbors, living lives without any 

sense of hope in this life and world. I’m also 

praying that our hearts will be filled with 

Peace, as we live into this sacred season of 

festivities!   

Again, let’s not forget the Apostle Paul’s 

warning that faithful prayer must be our 

mantra in all circumstances and at all times 

including this Christmas Season and beyond. 

Indeed, prayer is something we all need to 

keep at heart and use for both our spiritual 

and physical wellbeing including security, 

health, love, hope, peace and joy, all of which 

are possible only through our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  

Finally, as usual this is the season we hustle 

and bustle through our shopping lists, buying 

Christmas gifts, addressing and mailing 

Christmas cards not forgetting our annual 

traditions of attending a party or two here and 

there.  In the midst of all, I pray that we won’t 

forget to make time on our busy schedule to 

at least visit our local church on Christmas 

Eve- Saturday 24th December 2022@6:P.M  

and attend the Worship Service on Christmas 

Day Sunday 25th   December 2022 @10:A.M to 

celebrate with others as all of these services 

point  the ‘Light of God that comes and shines  

through “The Christ Child, Jesus!” 

May God richly bless’ us all as we wait 

expectantly for the exceeding Joy, Peace and 

Love that come with the dawn of Christmas 

morning signifying “God’s with us!” 

Christmas Blessings, 

Rev. Jakes   
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SCRIPTURES AND THEMES – ADVENT 12/2022 

ADVENT – 2ND & HOLY COMMUNION SUNDAY                

12/04/2022 

Psalm72: 1-7, 18-19, Isaiah 11: 1-10 
Romans 15: 4-23, Matthew 3: 1-12 
THEME: JESUS, GOD’S PROMISED ONE… 
 
ADVENT – 3RD SUNDAY - 12/11/2022 
Isaiah 35: 1-10, Luke 1: 46-55 
THEME: JESUS, THE CHILD OF TRUE JOY….. 
 
ADVENT– 4TH SUNDAY - 1218/2022 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19, Isaiah 9: 1-6 
Romans 1: 1-7, Matthew 1: 18-25 
THEME: JESUS, THE CHILD OF TRUE PEACE 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:  LESSONS, CANDLE 
LIGHT AND CAROLS -12/24/2022 @6: P.M 
Luke 2: 1FF. 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY- SUNDAY -12/25/2022 
Psalm 58: 1ff., Isaiah 52: 7-10 
Hebrews 1: 1-4, 5-12, John 1: 1-14 
THEME: THE CHRIST CHILD, GOD’S WORD 
BECOMES FLESH….   
 
IN MEMORIAM – Gwen Swanson passed 

away on November 27, 2022.  Our 

condolences are extended to her daughter and 

son-in-law Marcia & Jeff Fernholz and family.  

You are in our prayers. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 10:00 AM 

Under the direction of Nancy Cook, our 

Chancel Choir will present a Christmas 

program during morning worship on Sunday, 

December 18 at 10:00 am.  Join us as we 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior with 

song. 
 

In Appreciation 

 

Debby and I want to thank all our members 

who helped decorate the Sanctuary, Narthex 

and Reverend Jakes office.   Chuck Bragg 

summed it up with the expression “many hands 

make light work. “ We want to recognize 

everyone who helped with the decorations.   

Chuck and Jane Bragg                Carol Feest 

Jayne Dresen                                Jane Jarret 

Sue Mills                                     Little Jakes 

Reverend Jakes                            Sue Spicer 

Patti Walker      Debby Ganaway 

Thanks again, Fred Ganaway 

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

  5 - Fred Ganaway 

       Jan Rosellini 

  6 - Jakes Quaye 

11 - Cody Baker 

17 - Daelyn Toutant 

21 - Karen Robotka 

22 - Samantha Baker 

29 - Pete Feest Sr. 

       Tamara Burgos 
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Let the righteous flourish throughout their lives, 

and let peace prosper until the moon is no more. 

(Psalm 72:7) 

 

The wolf will live with the lamb and the leopard 

will lie down with the young goat; the calf and the 

young lion will feed together. (Isaiah 11: 6) 

 

Thanksgiving is over, and we have fully entered 

the Advent Season – a time set aside for us to 

anticipate and wait for the coming birth of Jesus. I 

must confess that this waiting time is much easier 

for my soul than some of the other times I have 

had to wait with anticipation. It is easier because I 

know that at the end of the Advent – Jesus is born 

– I know the where, the how, the announcements, 

the star, the shepherds, and the reason. I am at 

peace in this waiting time. 

 

The challenge for me is to be at peace with my 

inner chaos during other “advents” in my life. Here 

is my confession: 

• I struggle with wanting to control the 

outcome 

• I want to jump to the end of the 

book/movie/show to see what happens 

or “who done it” 

• I worry too much 

It is in these situations that I must take a step 

back, take a deep cleansing breath, and recall the 

words of Scripture about peace. When I do these 

simple things, I find myself smiling, remembering 

that Jesus came to give me, and you, a peace 

that surpasses all understanding. Jesus has set 

me free and now, this Advent season – I am once 

again invited to be at peace. 

We are set free from fear, worry, control, and sin. 

There is no other advent hymn that says it is 

eloquently as, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

(UMH 196). These words envelope my heart, and 

my prayer is that they offer peace within your 

soul. 

 

Come thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy 

people free; from fears and sins release us, let us 

find our rest in thee… AMEN! 

By Barbara Certa-Werner 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR DECEMBER 

The Food bank item for December will be 

Hamburger Helper.  This is just a suggestion – 

all non-perishable food products are always 

welcome.  The local food banks are serving 

many, many more families this year and your 

donation of food is not only greatly needed, but 

greatly appreciated. Bring your items to church 

anytime. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL ESTIMATE OF 

GIVING cards have been sent to all members.  

Your financial support of the church is vital in 

everyday mission and ministry of the church.  

If you have not already done so, please 

prayerfully consider your estimate of giving 

for 2023 and return your card to the church as 

soon as possible.  Bless you in your continued 

support. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

Help is needed to light the Advent Candles on 

the following dates:  December 11, 18, 25.  

The readings can be found on the sanctuary 

table.  Your help is appreciated. 
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MINISTRY/MISSION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:.   

Where will you participate? 

 

FFRANC BREAKFAST 9:00 am 

The first Sunday of each month.  Join us for a 

delicious pot luck breakfast as we celebrate 

birthdays, anniversaries and other special 

occasions happening each month. 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS – FAITH TO LIFE 

BIBLE STUDY – 9:00 – 9:45 am 

The 2nd thru the last Sunday of each month in-

person in the Reep Room and live streamed via 

YouTube and Face Book 

 

MORNING WORSHIP – 10:00 AM EACH 

SUNDAY 

We are glad to be back to worshipping in 

person and are also live streaming the service 

via YouTube and Face Book 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

8:30 – noon, Tuesday thru Friday 

 

YOUR HELP IS VERY MUCH NEEDED. 

We are in the process of restarting the Saturday 

Sack Lunch Program which was cancelled 

during COVID.  In order to provide this vital 

ministry, help is needed.  Ideally, we would 

like 12 different churches, organizations, 

families, groups, etc., to become part of the 

quarterly schedule which would allow each 

group the opportunity to serve the lunches just 

four times per year.  We have not had a great 

response from other churches so we are asking 

our members to spread the word and perhaps 

volunteer to become a part of the quarterly 

schedule.  Contact the church office if you 

know of a group or individuals who might be 

willing to help with this project.  

 

HERE is another way to help – bring your 

contributions to church anytime and they will 

be delivered to the North Side Food Pantry by 

Patti Walker; 
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First United Methodist Church 
 
The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in the name Jesus Christ!   
 
(262) 633-7632 

1racineumc@gmail.com 

www.1umcracine.org 

 

 

 

 

 


