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“CHURCH”– REMEMBER YOUR “VOWS” 

“You have heard that it was said to our people long ago, 
‘When you make a vow, you must not break your promise. 
Keep the vows that you make to the Lord.”  (Matt. 5:33-35 
ETRV).  
 
Members and Friends of Racine 1st UMC,  
Greetings in the name of our Savior, Lord and indeed, our 
Friend Jesus Christ. It’s always my prayerful hope that you 
and your respective family are well and safe in these 
uncertain times.   
 
Now, it is no secret that we are living in such challenging 
times both as individuals as well as a “Church!” We’ve been 
and are possibly still going through the process of figuring 
out what post-COVID-19 life would look like and how we 
would maximize whatever becomes our new reality and new 
normal life.  

It is in this light that I invite us to briefly reflect on who and 
whose we are as a people of Faith in the Lordship and Power 
of Jesus Christ, specifically as “Members of First United 
Methodist Church,” Racine.  

As a reminder, permit me to begin with two very essential 
elements of our journey of faith and life together as a 
congregation. Let’s begin by reminding ourselves of the 
meanings of these words: “Church”, “Membership” and 
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“Vows”   1. “CHURCH” according to the 
Bible, comes from the Greek  word: 
“Ecclesia” which means a “CALLED OUT 
PEOPLE OR ASSEMBLY.” Wherever and 
whenever the word “Church” appears in the 
Bible, it often refers to people, or a 
community of people. For examples, Matt. 
16: 18- Jesus prophesied and promised that 
his “church” would be built on the “Rock”-
Peter’s profession of faith; Acts 2: 41- The 
Holy Spirit gave birth to the “Church” with 
3,000 converts. Acts 7: 38 – refers to the 
Children of Israel and (Eph. 5:23-27) – The 
Apostle Paul uses the analogy of a marriage 
couple to describe the relationship that 
exists between Jesus Christ and the Church, 
with Jesus being the Head.  

In 1973 two United Methodists, Avery and 
Marsh composed a Hymn: “We Are the 
Church,” UMH#558. This hymn doesn’t only 
give more clarity to the meaning of the word 
“Church,” but also a full description of  its 
nature. The hymn reminds us that the 
Church comprises many peoples- all kinds, 
ages, colors, languages. It further reminds us 
that sometimes the Church thrives as it 
victoriously marches with purpose, yet at 
other times the Church struggles, drags on 
and even stops marching. The key message 
is, the Church is not the building, but the 
people, you and me!   

And 2. “Membership”- simply means 
belonging to /or being a part of a group or a 
body. Led by the Holy Spirit, the Church 
gathers new members by spreading the 
Good News of Jesus’ love and forgiveness 
through words and deeds. This process is 
commonly known as Out-reach and 
Evangelism. You and I know the processes 
by which one becomes either a 
professing/Chartered or transferred 
member of a local congregation. A summary 
of the processes of becoming a member in 
any United Methodist Church / 

Congregation involves the following: 1. All 
new converts are to  publicly renounce  
their sins, accept and profess faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, and subsequently 
be baptized. A part of the ritual of Baptism 
involves new Converts entering into a 
“Baptismal Covenant” with their heavenly 
Father, and promise to take upon 
themselves the name of God’s Son Jesus 
Christ at all times, everywhere in total 
obedience to his commandments.   

And 3. VOW(s) – means a covenant, pledge 
or promise.  The Membership vows- 
whether on profession of faith or being 
transferred, anyone seeking membership in 
the United Methodist Church and/ or local 
Congregation goes through the “Rites of 
Membership! The Reception Ceremony is 
done in the presence of God and the cloud of 
witnesses that may include members and 
friends of said congregation.  
The Membership Vows are twofold, but 
administered at the same time: First part,  
each baptized person willingly accepts and 
vows to be loyal to Christ through the 
United Methodist Denomination and do all 
in their power to strengthen its ministries.  
And the second part, each person also 
willingly agrees and vows to faithfully 
participate in the local congregation’s 
ministries by their prayers, presence, gifts, 
services and witness. (UM Hymn, Pp. 33-
39). 
 
My friends, I pray and hope that by now you 
have come to the realization that you and I 
together are the “CHURCH!” In other words, 
whenever one of us, a member,  is absent, 
the gathered “Church” is incomplete! As a 
matter of facts, the Church as a body cannot 
exist, become vibrant and thrive unless 
there is a collective and cohesive efforts 
among all of its members at faithfully 
honoring and  keeping their baptismal and 
membership vows. These vows are made 



before our heavenly Father, Holy God and 
the gathered cloud of Christian witnesses in 
the congregation at that time. Another hard 
and difficult truth is that the membership 
vows we make certainly binds us together in 
ways that when one member, one of us, is 
absent, especially over a long period of time, 
the Church is incomplete and deficient! 

Lest we forget, it was because of you, others 
and me, that the congregation comprising all 
of us, put together all of those wonderful 
vital ministries and mission programs with 
the hope of reaching out in our communities 
as a “TEAM” to make disciples for the 
transformation of lives in the name of Jesus 
Christ!  My friends, let’s not forget that you 
and I are the “Church!” Therefore, without 
you, you and me, the Church may not be the 
same, let alone accomplish its missional and 
ministry goals as Jesus Christ intended! 

Again, as beautiful as the brick walls and 
sanctuary our building might be, it is not the 
“Church!”  The building is a sacred space in 
which the “Church” you, you, others and 
myself gather for the purposes of worship, 
spiritual revivals and of course, for 
fellowship and socialization all to the glory 
and  honor of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  

Finally, I prayerfully hope and look forward 
to seeing you return so that together you 
and I can both BE and MAKE Racine First 
the congregation you envision and so much 
desire! If Racine First ever needed you and 
me, now is the time it really does!  Let 
nothing ever separate us from God’s love, 
and our love one for another.    

Have a very blessed summer, staying safe 
and cool in Jesus’ name. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Jakes 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES–AUGUST 2022 
–         

  “THE 7 I AMS OF JESUS” 

PENTECOST – 9TH / HOLY COMMUNION 
SUNDAY – 08/07/2022 
Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-23 
Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20 
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16 
John 6: 26- 35 
Theme: “I Am the Bread of Life…” 
 
PENTECOST – 10TH SUNDAY -08/14/2022 
Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19 
Isaiah 5: 1-7 
Hebrews 11: 29-12: 2 
John 8: 12; 9: 1-12 
Theme: “ I Am The Light ….”  
 
PENTECOST- 11TH SUNDAY – 08/21/2022 
Psalm 71: 1-6  
Jeremiah1: 4-10   
Hebrews 12: 18-27 
John 10: 1-9 
Theme: “ I Am The Door…”  
 
PENTECOST – 12TH SUNDAY -08/28/2022 
Psalm 81: 4-13 
Jeremiah 2: 4-13 
Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16 
John 10: 10-10-11-18 
Theme: “I Am the Good Shepherd…”  
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Save The Date 

By now, you should have received an 

invitation to attend a discussion meeting 

about the future of our church on 

Tuesday, September 6, 2022, 6:00PM-

8:00PM.  Hope to see you then for your 

input in this important discussion for our 

church. 

Sincerely, 

Patti Walker 

 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN AUGUST!  

  4 - Judy Kara 

  5 - Jakes Voker 

10 -Wendy Toutant 

       Nancy Cook 

20 - Joe Sens 

22 - Meghan Comeau 

27 - Beth Michael 

29 - Elissa Pischke 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN AUGUST!! 

4 - Rodney & Nancy Cook 

   5 - Ed & Melanie Guckenberger 

 31 - Fred & Debby Ganaway 
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  ADVANCED LAY SERVANT MINISTRY CLASS 
Leading Worship 

  
Friday, September 30, 2022 6pm to 

9pm AND Saturday, October 1, 2022 9:00 am – 
3:00 pm 

  
On-line via zoom 

  
Leader:  Rev. Amy Powell 

  
Class Book: Each person will need to purchase a 
book on-line.  The class book is “Worshiping with 
United Methodists” by Hoyt L Hickman. It can be 
ordered for $15 at Cokesbury.com 
  
Technology:  Each participant will need good 
internet access and access to a computer 
equipped with web camera and microphone 
sound.  There is no need to purchase a Zoom 
subscription.  A class link will be sent to you via 
email prior to class. 
  
Deadline to register is:  September 21, 2022.  To 
register or to contact with questions, 
email powellmama@gmail.com, or call 608-220-
5873.  Seating is limited so register early! 
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Join Rev. Scott Carlson For A 

Journey To The Holy Land 

February 8-17, 2023 

Rev. Scott writes, "I am so 

excited about the opportunity 

to be helping to lead a 

pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan in February of 2023.  I 

invite you to pray and consider joining me on this 

adventure of faith. 

  

Traveling to the lands of the bible has opened my eyes 

to a deeper understanding of the scriptures we read and 

hold as sacred.  It has been described that the land of 

the Holy Land is the fifth Gospel.  That has certainly been 

my experience.  Just being in the place that is talked 

about in the Holy Scriptures, opens up how I hear the 

stories anew.  

Visit the Conference website for additional information: 

Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church 

  

A Chicken or an Eagle? 

August 2022  

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so 

that you may discern what is the will of God—

what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

(Romans 12:2)  

 

Once upon a time, a man found the egg of an 

eagle. It had been abandoned for some reason 

by its mother, but as it was still warm, the man 

took it and put it in the nest of one of his 

backyard chickens along with the other eggs 

that were there being brooded upon. 

 

After a period of time, the eaglet was hatched, 

and along with the other chicks from his next 

began to go about the back yard doing what the 

other chicks did. He scratched the earth for 

worms and insects. He looked for the corn that 

the man would throw into the yard. He clucked 

and cackled as best as he could, and as he 

grew, he would, like other chickens, thrash his 

wings and fly a few feet in the air.  

 

Years passed in this way, and the eagle grew 

very old. One day he saw a magnificent bird 

far above him in the cloudless sky. It glided 

majestically among the powerful wind 

currents, soaring and swooping, scarcely 

beating its long golden wings. 

 

The old eagle looked at it in awe and asked, 

“What is that?” “That is the eagle, the king of 

birds,” said one of his neighbors. “He belongs 

to the sky and to the high places. We belong to 

the earth, we are chickens.” 

 

The old eagle knew this was true, and so it was 

he lived and died as a chicken, for that is what 

he believed he was. In life, our perspective 

determines our reality.  

 

For instance, most people believe that they 

need more money to be “okay” financially. 

How much more? It didn’t matter if they were 

making $25,000 or $250,000, the answer to 

how much more they needed was always right 

around 10% more. The truth is, if we haven’t 

learned how to manage well what we have, 

having more will leave us with the same set of 

problems.  

 

On the other hand, developing an attitude of 

gratitude,1 an abundance mindset, and 

planning for giving and saving in our spending 

plans (aka, budgets) can help us discover 

contentment no amount of money can give  

 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United 

Methodist Foundation 
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in 

the name Jesus Christ!   
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