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Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast 
love endures forever!  1 Chronicles 16:34 (ESV). 

Racine 1st UMC’s Families and Friends, 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It’s always my 
prayer that every edition of our Newsletter would meet you and your 
family in good health and safety. 

As you are probably aware, the month of November isn’t just the 11th 
Month of the year, but also a month of remembrances. As it is true for all  
of life journeys, some of those memories we recall in November each year 
are joyful, while others are painful. For instance, many, if not all, 
Christians observed “All Saints Day” in the month of November. 
Amongst the honored saints and Christian Martyrs might be a loved one of 
some us. By the way, our “All Saints Day” will be observed on Sunday 
14th November 2021 @ 10 am during regular Worship Service.  

After the week of “All Saints Day”, the entire nation begins to focus on 
observing the following special days in November: 1. Veteran Day – 
November 11th 2021 that recalls the end of World War 1 in 1918. 2. 
“THANKSGIVING DAY” on November 25th. This day recalls the 
Plymouth Colonists and the Wampanoag Native Americans first joint 
Autumn Harvest Feast in 1621. While Thanksgiving Day is a secular 
holiday, it does have some very important components in relation to our 
Faith Journey.   The pages and chapters of the Holy Bible are replete with 
calls for believers to give thanks to the God who not only created them, the 
world and all therein, but continue to protect and provide for their every 
need.  We read from both the Old and New Testaments’ priests, prophets, 
disciples, evangelists as well as ordinary believers the calls and invitations: 
“Give thanks to the LORD GOD,  for he is good;  and His steadfast  
Love  endures forever {1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 107} !. The 



Apostle Paul caps those calls when he says: “ Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayers and Thanksgiving let your request be made 
known to God! (Philippians 4:6-7 ESV).  In other 
words, the Believers’ Thanksgiving must be more 
than their petition to God, for a thankful heart is a 
grateful heart! Now, with grateful hearts, Believers 
would be surely prepared to hear and joyfully receive 
the Good News as revealed in the 3rd and final 
celebration in the month of November 2021. I.E. The 
“ADVENT SEASON” -Sunday 28thth November 
2021 marks the beginning of the announcement of 
Jesus’ Birth and His second coming. The fact is, this 
call is meant to be more prepared in the Spirit, heart 
and mind. However, the global response of symbolic 
Christmas Decorations with wreath, dramas, 
evergreen trees, lights, parties etcetera attest to the 
importance of this Season to the world.  

My friends, I have said all of the above to help us 
begin to think and ask ourselves two simple questions: 
1. In the midst of this very deadly pandemic, how 
have we made it into the 11th month of 2021? And 2. 
What do I owe the source(s) of my safety and 
survival? I do know that each of us has his or her own 
opinion when it comes to the above questions, and I 
definitely respect that. However, I’m here to testify 
that I have made it thus far by faith in the three 
inseparable “O’s” – natures and power of God made 
manifest in the life and work of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. The three inseparable “O’s” nature of our 
God are: 1. God’s Omnipresent- (everywhere at the 
same time) assure me of his presence in every 
circumstance of life.  2. God’s Omniscient (All 
knowing) guides me through challenging and difficult 
times;  and 3. God’s Omnipotent- (All powerful) 
rescues me from every danger, seen and unseen. 

While I do appreciate the scientists, health workers 
and other experts that continue to provide us vaccines 
and guidance to help keep us safe from the deadly 
pandemic, I whole heartily give God-Almighty 
Thanks and Glory for keeping us alive and safe up to 
this point in time. YES! God’s grace has made it 
possible and to Him Be the glory and honor for the 

great and marvelous things He has done and continue 
doing in our lives.     

As we enter the new month, November, that bring 
about mixed feelings and reactions around the 
memories we share, let us not forget that the same 
God who has kept and shielded us through these 
uncertain times is still on the throne and will surely 
see us through every circumstance of life. As we 
approach all the events of November and beyond,  
let’s not forget to do so with Faithful Prayer, Hope, 
and heartfelt Thanksgiving to our God as symbolized 
by the above Prayer Hand and the three burning 
candles. 

May God richly bless you, your family and us all in 
Jesus’ Name. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING DAY AND A BLESSED  
ADVENT SEASON

Rev. Jakes 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES-      11/2021 
Pentecost – 24th / Holy Communion Sunday  -           
11/07/2021  
Psalm 127: 1ff/ 42: 1ff., Ruth 3: 1-5; 4: 13-17 
Hebrews 9: 24-28, Mark 12: 38-44 Theme: TRUE 
CHRISTAIN DEVOTION… the Yard stick?

Pentecost 25th Sunday – 11/14/2021
(ALL SAINTS CELEBRATION)
Psalm 113: 1ff., 1Samuel 2: 1-10
1Samuel 4: 4-20, Hebrews 10: 11-14, 15-18, 19-25
Mark 13: 1-8
Theme: WATCH OUT….!

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY – 11/21/2021
Psalm 132: 1-12, 2 Samuel 23: 1-7
Revelations1: 4b-8, John 18: 33-37
Theme: Christ, JESUS- The Faultless King, yet 
condemned…. 

ADVENT- 1st  Sunday – 11/28/2021
Psalm 25: 1-10, Jeremiah 33: 14-16
1Thessalonains 3: 9-13 ,Luke 21: 25-36
Theme: THE THREE-FOLD SIGNS – BEWARE



All Saints Day Celebration 
All Saints Day Celebration will be Sunday 
November 14, 2021, as part of our Worship 
Service.  Please invite family and friends to 
this time of remembrance and celebration of 
our Faith journey together. You’re invited to 
stay after service to enjoy some coffee and 
refreshments.

We’ll be celebrating the lives of:
Scott McClelland
Otto Nelson
Charles Harmon
Fred Knobel

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN NOVEMBER
1 –  Peggy Nejedly
3 –  Christopher Larson
14 - Mary K. Tsuchiya
18 – John Kara
19 – Alexandra Feest
28 – Scott Toutant

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN NOVEMBER
1 – Chris & Peggy Larson
18 - Jose & Tamara Burgos

OUR CONDOLENCES ARE EXTENDED to 
Beth Michael and family on the death of her 
mother, Bette Barwig of South Chicago 
Heights.  You are in our prayers.

It’s Christian Stewardship time!!
Be sure to watch your mailbox in the next few 
weeks as we will be sending our Annual 
Pledge Cards in the near future.  As you are 
making plans for the busy holiday season, 
please don’t forget how important it is to 
remember your church with your financial 
donation that makes our ministries and 
mission possible for the transformation of life 
in the name of Jesus Christ.

FOOD BANK ITEM 
Food bank item for November will be cake mixes.  
Bring your donation to church any time and place 
it in the crate near the entry doors.   Thank you for 
your support of our food pantries.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
is now taking place “In Person” in the Reep 
Room at church each Wednesday morning at 
10:00 am.  All are invited to join this 
interesting group.  The current study is 
Growing Slow by Jennifer Dukes Lee via 
Rightnow  Media. 
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BIBLES WERE PRESENTED to several of 
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our youth on October 3rd.  Receiving the 
Bibles are Amie Feest, Briasia McKenney, 
Briniah McKenny, Bryson McKenney and 
Bryce McKenney.  

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY 
will be observed on Sunday, November 28 
when you will find a Special Sunday Envelope 
in the bulletin.  Your contribution makes a 
world of difference.  Give as you can.

Thank You...! for your generosity in 2020. 
You gave $236,828 towards the ministries 
funded by the United Methodist Student Day 
Sunday offering. This offering help provide for 
over 70 scholarships available for United 
Methodist students to further their education and 
enrich the life of the Church. The fund is 
administered by the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry.
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LAY SERVANT MINISTRY COURSES ON 
ZOOM

Sponsored by North Central District, but open to all!
Basic Lay Servant Course & Advanced Leading 

Worship Course

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM on Friday, Nov. 5th; 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM on Saturday, Nov. 6th on ZOOM
Mike Zahn will lead the Basic course Cost: $10 
(eprint) $16 (hard copy)
Caleb McGregor will lead the Advanced Leading 
Worship course

Advanced UM Heritage Course
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM on Friday, Nov. 12th; 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM on Saturday, Nov. 13th on ZOOM
Mark Klaisner will lead the advanced UM Heritage 
course
Mike Zahn, District Lay Leader BASIC class, 
mmzahn57@hotmail.com, 715-470-1957 
Pastor Caleb McGregor, Leading Worship class, 
caleb@calebmcgregor.com, 715-887-3011
 Pastor Mark Klaisner, UM Heritage class, 
msklaisner61@yahoo.com, 715-361-2091

CHECK OUT OUR NEW BANNER!!  In 
celebration of our 185th year as a Congregation 
we wanted to let the community know we have 
been around a long, long time!!  Judith Schulz 
and Carol Feest were able to hang the banner 
and Pastor Jakes was available for the photo!  
Watch the History Pages for information about 
the celebration.

_____________________________
~ THEN & NOW ~ 

 November 2021
~OUR CHURCH HISTORY~

https://www.gbhem.org/
https://www.gbhem.org/


First Methodist Episcopal Church of Racine  
now First United Methodist Church, Racine WI

          ~Research by Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian, 
_________________________________________________________

Our congregation is
185 years old this year 2021 

~ The First United Methodist Church is the City of Racine’s first 
organized congregation, originally called First Methodist 
Episcopal Church, or often the M. E. Church, and sometimes 
called the Pearl Street Church when it was on Pearl Street in 
the 1800s. (Pearl St. is now College Av)
                      …………………………….
1914 Post Card by E. A. Bishop of our current church. 
He was a professional photographer and was known as 
the “post Card Man.”   Our congregation was 78 years 
old at this time, and this was our third new building. (not 
counting the 1882 restoration/rebuilt of the burned church)

 WHAT DID IT COST in 1914? 
about $60,000  ($ today = $1,662,485)
To compare cost in 1913-14 to 2021:
             $1 in 1913    is      $28  in 2021
           $10 in 1913    is    $280  in 2021

       2,670% more now due to inflation 

As you know, this building replaced the one built in 
1870. The bids and construction cost tell a story: 
-- we realized $435 from selling the old pews (wonder who 
bought them?)
-- the $5,000 organ that survived the 1882 fire was restored 
at a cost of $176 
-- 250 lbs. lead weights, 10 cents/lb.: $25.  (for what?) 
-- oak door on pastor’s study (room in SW corner): $24
-- 2 pair kitchen cupboard doors:  $5.28
-- extra: helping carpet men 3 hours:   $1
-- for setting old cornerstone $7.50 (this is the 1870 
cornerstone that is in the wall on the NW staircase!)
-- wiring bell & stereopticon outlet.: $10
-- basketball boards &, 75’ceiling, 60’cove: $14.88
--3 tons coal, W.H. Pugh: $26.14

--Babhard boys;clean organ pipes,50hr. 12.5 cents/hr.  
$6.25
--Porter Furniture, 9 items for Ladies Aid Rm.: total $149

Three 1913 floor plans were found in an envelope 
placed in 1913 in the box in the (dated)1914 cornerstone 
that we opened in 2011. They are about 8”x10” each.   
These are the only ones that we have, and we are lucky to 
have them. Many things have changed since 1914, and 
many others are the same. See the differences now, from 
the 107 yr. old floor plans. 
        B A S E M E N T   P L A N –   First M. E. Church 1913
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                          F I R S T   F L O O R   P L A N  –  1913 
                  S E C O N D   F L O O R   P L A N  -  1913

Will post larger versions of these by the history 
exhibit cases at church and later on our website.



Not only have there been major additions to the 
building itself, such as the Narthex (c1965) and the Styberg 
Entrance (c2000), but you will see inside changes, too.

~ Take a walk through these plans..

Notice the “AUDITORIUM” area.  Today we refer to it as 
the sanctuary. What is the 12 sq. grid on one plan? 
In the BASEMENT plan, there is an SR and TR West of 
the kitchen in the floor plan. What do those stand for?

A 1914 news article describes in detail the new building:  
The edifice is beautiful in architecture and design and 
commodious in its accommodations.  

THE PEWS face West instead of East as they had in the 
previous church. Decorations in the auditorium are a shade 
of tan, with trimmings in a stenciling of brown. Art glass 
windows are beautiful and the pale green ones blend with 
the tinting of the walls. 

THERE IS A LARGE FOYER for a reception room 
between the 2 Main St. front entrances.  (What do we use 
that for now?) There is a side entrance (8th street) that 
allows people to go to Sunday school classes both upstairs 
and in the basement. The auditorium has a large rolling 
door, and when opened the total seating capacity is 1,200.

IN THE BALCONY is a large room which will be used 
by the Brotherhood for meeting. On the south of the 
Sunday school rooms is the Mother’s room (we call it the 
Bride’s room now), north is the Ladies’ Aid Society room 
(now the Reep Room.)  They have fire places and a dumb 
waiter leading to the kitchen. (What are the zig zag lines on 
2 floor plan levels?)

ENTERING THE BASEMENT from the south (8th St.)  
on the right is a large gymnasium room, 48x38 to be used 

by young people for volleyball, basketball, and other 
athletic games. Four shower baths are provided.

OFF THE GYMNASIUM is the dining room where 
banquet and church suppers are to be served. There is a 
kitchen complete in every detail. There are cloak rooms, 
lavatories and in fact, every convenience known to a 
modern church building. 

DID YOU KNOW that the youth of the church sold the 
picture postcard of our church as their way to help raise 
money toward the cost of building this new church?

~ OTHER COSTS in 1914
-- water overcharge of $40 for closet leaking in cottage 
Closet was their term for restroom; and the “cottage” was 
the small house next to (north) of our church which we 
owned and used as a rental at first, then for meetings and 
the high school youth group. It was razed, and the space 
became a garden area for many years and now the space is 
our parking lot.

__________________________________________________________
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FROM THE 1914 COST STATEMENT 
to build our current church building! (Before our 
modern additions)
What did the ARCHITECTS Guilbert & Funston, cost? 
They were both members of our church at the time!
CASH RECEIVED FOR OLD BRICKS from our old church to be 
used in our new church.  WRECKING CO. cost
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+

~ DID YOU KNOW that E. W.Leach wrote his book as 
part of our church’s 75th Celebration and was to be 
published in 1911 when our congregation was 75 years old; 



but it took longer than planned, and was published in 1912. 
Link to the book: History of the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Racine, Wisconsin: With a Preliminary Chapter Devoted to 
the City of Racine, 1836 to 1912
https://archive.org/details/historyfirstmet00leacgoog/page/n49/mode/2up

Above   Additional items yet to be provided, including a $5 
ORGAN MIRROR?  That was needed because at that 
time the organ was up in the middle of the choir loft, and 
the organist’s back was to the congregation.  ?- Are we 
using the same $20 worth of COLLECTION PLATES?  
PIANO!
___________________________________________
~ HERE’S A FUN THING in the 
1800s!
Our active church member, E.W Leach (1858-1938) often 
wrote short notes as he gathered and sorted information for 
the book he wrote about Racine’s & our church history. 
Though he didn’t include this story in the book, it must 
have been quite the sight in our church on Pearl St. in the 
1860s:  probably considered improper at that time?  James. 
T. Manchester was our head chorister (leader of church 
singing), and the note says
 “Manchester brought his fiddle into church, to assist 
in the singing and it raised a serious commotion.”

_____________________________________________________
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

https://archive.org/details/historyfirstmet00leacgoog/page/n49/mode/2up


745 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403-1211

   

First United Methodist Church

The Vision statement:
Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ

The Mission statement:
Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in the name Jesus Christ!  

(262) 633-7632
1racineumc@gmail.com
www.1umcracine.org


