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CHRIST-LIKE GENEROSITY- A CALL FOR ACTS OF KINDNESS WITHOUT
BORDERS
“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”

As a human being and Christian, one of the teachings and practices of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that deeply appeals to me is the “Golden
Rules: In everything, treat others as you would have them treat you, for
this fulfills the law and prophets!” (Matt. 7:12). No doubt, every human
being, irrespective of race, geographical location, societal status, etcetera,
belongs to the same origin according to both our Biblical Creation Story
and secular history’s “Homo Sapiens Species” theory. Ultimately, we are
products of a loving and compassionate God who created us in his own
image. “So, as we have opportunity, let US DO GOOD TO
EVERYONE,” says the Apostle Paul. (Gal. 6:10a-ESV).
In view of the above historical facts and many more, the founder of our
United Methodist Denomination, John Wesley, is widely known and
quoted, as seen above, as a proponent of RANDOM ACTS OF
EXTRAGANT GENEROSITY! Like Jesus, Wesley encourages all
believers, especially United Methodist Christians, to be fully involved with
Random Acts of Kindness throughout their lives! In other words, Jesus and
John not only agreed, but also taught by examples that extending hands of
Random Acts of Kindness to other needy brothers and sisters in order to
help them realize their full God-given potentials in this life is one of the
best ways for all believers to translate their faith into actions.
In light of all of the above, I would like to call your attention to one of the
many “Random Acts of Extravagant Kindness” the Racine 1st United
Methodist Congregation is currently undertaking in Kakata City, Republic
of Liberia/ West Africa.
I believe this unique opportunity to do good in such a turbulent time must
be a “Divine arrangement!” It began during my three weeks’ vacation to
Liberia in May 2021. While in Kakata City, the Spirit led me to a middleaged woman, Annie Kwita Dolo. Annie is married to Dolo and a mother of
three children: Ernest, James and Grace. Like majority of Liberians, Dolo

and Annie are unemployed! As seen in the above photos, this family of five lives in a “Mud-dubbed and palm
thatched hut.” Conversing with Annie, the family’s deplorable living condition immediately caught my attention, and
I was really devastated by her story to the point that I couldn’t get it out of my mind! At that moment, it became clear
to me that the Lord wanted me to do something for this family. So, I promised the family that I would share their
story upon my return to the United States in order to find help to raise the walls and complete their six-year-old
foundation.
On Sunday 6th June 2021, my first day in the pulpit following my vacation, I did make the announcement, and later
included the story in our monthly newsletter, declaring “SHELTER FOR ANNIE AND FAMILY” as a Mission
Project for our congregation. As a pastor with very little or no knowledge in construction, I blindly estimated the cost
of the building and asked for a $2,000.00 donation. Amazingly, by God’s providential power, members of our
congregation have contributed $3,500.00 to this date! TO GOD BE THE GLORY! Words are not enough to fully
express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the kindhearted and generous members of our congregation! Yet, I say
thanks to each and all of you!
Please take a moment to view the photos of the level of progress being made on the “Mission Project! Step 1 describes the initial encounter with the family and identifies their present living condition. Step 2- shows what is
needed to be done to help improve their living condition, i.e., raise the walls and roof the building. Step 3demonstrates how much has been done in terms of our desired Missional Goal to provide a better and safe “Shelter for
Annie and Family.” There stands a new building roofed with corrugated metal sheets! Again, to God be the Glory for
the wonderful things he’s doing and accomplishing through you, me and all of us together! Indeed, we are
PREACHING JESUS’ TRANSFORMATIVE GOOD NEWS and SHARING HIS COMPASSIONATE LOVE
WITHOUT USING WORDS! THIS IS A CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OF PRACTICAL FAITH IN ACTION!
While we’re celebrating the first three steps, let’s continue to pray for the remaining steps that will make the new
home fully ready for them to live in. The steps are as follow: Step 4- Cement to plaster the walls and lay floor; Step
5: Install six doors and five windows and Step 6: Possibly assist the family with transition into their new home.
I know some of you might be feeling this is too much more than initially thought, and you are right! I didn’t figure
that out from the beginning too! However, do I feel sad and overwhelmed? Not at all! In fact, I’m always very
excited to be a little part of something bigger that God does that touches, nurtures and transforms lives to the glory of
his own name! We have put our hands into this plow to give hope to a needy family, our sisters and brothers in Christ,
let’s not be tempted to look back in despair and dash their hope. Remember, the God who called and presented us this
mission never runs out of resources. As usual, He will surely provide the needed resources for the last three steps to
complete this “Mission Project!” Remember, you and I are blessed to be blessings to others in the name of God
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!
Thanks, and let’s stay prayerful, safe and well in Jesus’ name.
Blessings, Rev. Jakes
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“WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BROTHERS (SISTERS),
YOU DID FOR ME! (Matthew 25: 40-45)

STEP: 1 - PRESENT HOME OF ANNIE KWIITA AND FIVE FAMILY MEMBERS

STEP: 2 -ANNIE’S SIX-YEAR-OLD FOUNDATION SHE COULDN’T AFFORD
TO COMPLETE

STEP: 3 - PRESENT HOME UNDER CONSTRUCTION BY:
THE RACINE 1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AS A MISSION PROJECT

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES- 08/2021
PENTECOST- 10TH/HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY – 08/01/2021
Psalm 51: 1-12
2 Samuel 11: 26-12:13a
Ephesians 4: 1-16
John 6: 22-35, 48-51
Theme: CHRIST, THE TRUE AND LIFE-GIVING
BREAD…
PENTECOST -11TH SUNDAY – 08/08/2021
Psalm 130: 1ff.
2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15, 30-33
Ephesians 4: 25-5:2
John 6: 35, 41-51
Theme: STOP GRUMBLING….!
PENTECOST – 12TH SUNDAY 08/15/2021
Psalm 111: 1ff.
1 Kings 2: 10-12; 3: 3-14
Ephesians 5: 15-20
John 6: 51-58
THEME: FEED ON JESUS, THE CHRIST..

PENTECOST – 13TH SUNDAY 08/22/2021
Psalm 84: 1ff.
1 Kings 8: 1, 6, 10-11, 22-30 41-43
Ephesians 6: 10-20
John 6: 56-69
THEME: CHRIST, THE OWNER AND GIVER OF
ETERNAL LIFE….
PENTECOST – 14th Sunday 08/29/2021
Psalm 45: 1-2, 6-9; 72: 1ff.
Song 2: 8-13
James 1: 17-27
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
THEME: GOD’S WILL & MAN-MADE
TRADITION & - COMPETING LOYALTY
MINISTRY/MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. 10: a. m – 11:15 q.m - Wednesday Bible StudyTopic: The 23rd Psalm via Rightnow Media,
All invited, and if interested, send me an email
to receive an invitation to join.
2. 8:a.m -9:45 a.m Faith To Life Bible 2nd
Sunday thru last via Face Book
3. 10: a.m - Regular “In-person” Sunday Worship
Service is being encouraged. Please find to
check us out!
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4. 8:30 – 2:p.m – Tuesday-Friday weekly
Church’s Office hours.

It’s the 5th Sunday
AGAIN!!!!
August 29, 2021
Following service at
10:00AM
And it’s Mac ‘n Cheese
time!

This is the topic for our Virtual Bible Study
Group for the next six weeks on
Rightnow media beginning Wednesday 4th
August 2021, at 10 am. Everyone is
invited to join the group. Please send
Pastor Jakes an email indicating your wish
to participate, and he will send you the
link.
Pastor1umcracine@gmail.com.

Bring your favorite Mac N
Cheese
Jack it up with meat or vegetables or a
different cheese or bread crumbs.
Make this the Mac N Cheese that you
have always wanted.
Let’s share the warmth that this dish brings
to all of us.
Ovens will be on to keep them warm
during service.

Grace, mercy, love, forgiveness—these
are core tenets of the Christian faith. And
yet, a journey through the Old Testament,
especially through the ‘law books,’ or the
Pentateuch, can have us wondering if we
are talking about the same God of the New
Testament!
To our modern-day thinking, the Old
Testament laws seem harsh, unyielding
and extreme—perhaps even fanatical. Did
God really say that, we may wonder? Is it
still relevant to us today? Which rules of
the Old Testament should we follow?
In this six-part series, Samir Deokuliar
helps us resolve this dilemma by
reconciling the seemingly contradictory
theologies of the Old and New Testament.

Other items are more than welcomed also.
Let’s make this a very full pot luck and see
all of your awesome smiley faces.
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GOD DOES NOT TAKE A VACATION
First Church is open every Sunday morning for Bible
Study at 9:00 am and morning worship at 10:00 am. Join
us!
Matthew 6:34~ “Therefore do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN AUGUST!
4 - Judy Kara
5 - Jakes Voker
10 -Wendy Toutant
Nancy Cook
20 - Joe Sens
22 - Meghan Fernholz
27 - Beth Michael
29 - Elissa Pischke

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN AUGUST!!
4 - Rodney & Nancy Cook
5 - Ed & Melanie Guckenberger
31 - Fred & Debby Ganaway
In memoriam
Fred Knobel – 07-02-21
Our condolences are extended to Fred’s daughter,
Carol Buhler and her family.

BIBLES TO BE PRESENTED
First Church is very happy to present a Bible to any
church member entering the 3rd grade – or older
children who may not have already received a Bible of
their own. If you have a student in your family
entering 3rd grade (or beyond) please contact the office
so we may set a date to present them with a Bible.
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The pace of August is often hectic and life (yours, your
children’s, your family’s) takes you in many directions.
But let us remember, God does not take a summer
vacation! God is always here for us, so should not we
make time for God this summer? The church is not
closed during the summer, we are still open! We still
worship on Sundays! The pastor continues to preach
sermons and the secretary still writes and prints the
bulletin. The pianists prepare and practice each week to
lead music in worship. The ushers and greeters show up
each Sunday and the communion stewards set up
communion. The church is open for worship! So, I invite
you to make church part of your summer plans. When
you are in town; I invite you to come to worship.
(Though sleeping in may sound fun, remember, God
doesn’t sleep in.) When you are out of town, I encourage
you to find a church wherever you may be. If you cannot
find a church, try to worship as a family. Sing hymns,
read scriptures, and ask one another where they see God
present. Church is an important part of Christian
discipleship. It is good for you to be with other Christians
and with God. It is good for you to give of your time,
talents, and treasures. It is good for you to recharge and
recenter. It may be nice outside, but don’t forget you also
need Son-shine! What are your summer plans? School
may be out, but church is not. Summer is here. Enjoy the
Son-shine!
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist
Foundation
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GRANDPARENT/CHILD CAMP MEMORIES

Joy McClelland’s grandkids at camp.
Just call us the “hoodskies”
Grandparent/child camp at Lake Lucerne, July 11-14
was another huge success. These kids have formed a
bond that will probably last a lifetime. They come from
different towns but have become friends over the last
several years as they have attended this camp – and have
made new friends as well. (Note the playground in the
background that YOU helped build). Please pray for the
camping programs of the Wisconsin Conference. Like
many programs this one has suffered through the
pandemic and a decrease in funding. Your support is
very much appreciated.
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~THEN & NOW ~
August 2021
~OUR CHURCH HISTORY~
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Racine
now First United Methodist Church. Racine WI
~Research by Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian,
______________________________________________________________

Our congregation is
185 years old this year 2021
~ The First United Methodist Church is the City of
Racine’s first organized congregation, originally called
First Methodist Episcopal Church or the M. E. Church.
_______________________________________________________________

There are so many interesting
stories about our minister Rev.
John Wesley Carhart, there is
only space for a glimpse.
1834 June 26, born in NY state
1851
became
ordained
Methodist minister at age 17
1857 Met & married Theresa
A. Mumford. (They arrived in
Racine in 1871, with 5
children. Their new baby died
in Racine, and after moving to
Oshkosh, they had 2 more; for
a total of 8.)
1861 at age 27: Carhart earned
his DD Degree
1871-1874 (Oct.-Oct.) served our Racine M. E. Church
1873- Invented “The Spark”

The
Spark
Our
minister
Rev.
John
Wesley
Carhart
invented
this transportation device while he was living here in
Racine and serving our church. It was quite the event,
and quite controversial. A wealthy member of our
church, George W. Slauson provided the garage where
it was built. That garage is still just off of Main St.

He was the first minister to serve in our newly built &
dedicated church at 8th & Main St. (that building was
replaced in 1914 by our current building.) Carhart was
active in the temperance movement. After all, he was
Methodist.
_________________________________________
Our church building then

Our parsonage where JWC lived

The parsonage is thought to be the
oldest building in Racine, located at
504 Park Av. Originally built by
Slausons, they later donated it to us,
their church for our parsonage.

_____________________________________

This Wisconsin Historical Marker is near the
intersection of Durand Avenue (Hwy. 11) and South
Ohio Street, Racine, Wisconsin. Erected in 1957, the
marker is located inside of Pritchard Park.
_________________________________________________________
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John Wesley Carhart’s own words: “There were two
reciprocating engines attached to the boiler, which was
upright and in the rear of the seat, each engine independently
propelling a drive wheel, thus, doing away with differential
gears. The steering was done by lever and chains, attached
to the front axle which turned on a fifth wheel, buggyfashion.”
“As liquid fuel was then unknown, I used hard coal for fuel,
and I carried it under the seat, having a chute from the front
into the door of the boiler fire box. With a jointed poker it
was easy to fire the machine. Water was carried in tanks
appropriately located. The boiler was furnished with a
whistle, steam-gauge, and a safety valve and was capable of
carrying a pressure of 300 pounds to the square inch,
although I generally ran with about 120 pounds. The whole
affair weighed in 1,100pounds.”

~ Rev Dr. John Wesley Carhart~
Methodist clergyman, physician, inventor,
author, speaker, and….
1859 wrote Sunny Hours: Consisting of Poems on Various
Subjects
1863 registered & subject to military duty: Civil War
1866 taxed: annual income of $611, and on his pocket watch,
considered a luxury. $1 on the watch, 5% on
the salary
1869 awarded patent with T. Huckans, for a
needle protector for sewing machines
1871-1874 preached, baptized many and
conducted marriages for our congregation,
while working on relieving the new church debt
1872 presenter: Racine County Sun. Sch. Teachers Institute
1871-1874 very active in Sons of Temperance

“My First appearance on the streets of Racine was fantastic
and exciting. My engines exhausted their steam directly into
a smoke stack, and the exhaust not being rhythmical, the
noise was hideous and the steam and smoke from the stack
really alarming. No need for traffic police, for man or beast.”
"The noise of the exhaust, which escaped through the stack
and which shot smoke and cinders fully 15 feet into the air,
was terrific and startling. Of course, the steam whistle with
which it was equipped did nothing to make matters any
better. In fact, it was not long before we had all the streets in
the town to ourselves, for when they had seen the machine,
all the citizens were unanimous in predicting that the thing
would blow up."
~ HISTORY NOTE: Following this drive downtown, at least
one horse who reared in fright was injured and had to be put
down. Citizens were outraged, so the City of Racine passed
an ordinance forbidding any such devices on the streets of
Racine, forever.

__________________________________________
“Cadets”
were the
youth
organization
for
Temperance
Carhart was
a patron of
this
Youth group
____________________________________________
LINKS for more about Rev. John Wesley Carhart
https://racinecountyeye.com/rev-john-wesley-carhart-and-the-spark/
http://www.themotormuseuminminiature.co.uk/inv-jw-carhart.php

1871 his work with the Temperance Society helped to
convict a leading ‘druggist’ under the Graham Law
1873 took his invention, the Spark for a trial ride downtown
1880 expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Church
Wisconsin Conference, was reinstated, then resigned.
1880 wrote Four Years on Wheels or Life as a Presiding
Elder
1883 graduated from Chicago College of Physicians
1885 moved to Texas, became well known physician, also a
spokesman for better public sanitation practices
1903 magazine “Horseless Age” named Carhart the
"father of the automobile"
1908 awarded patent on ‘Vehicle Tire’
1908 Carhart attended that year’s International Automobile
Exposition in Paris as a guest of the French government. He
was addressed as the "Father of Automobiles" AND given a
cash award for his invention of a steam car!
1914 died in San Antonia, Texas. Buried in Oakwood
Cemetery; Austin, Texas.

(I have been to the cemetery and visited his grave two
times. His grave is unmarked, next to his daughter and
grandson, who have markers. He baptized my gg
grandmother, and worked with my ggg grandfather
W.G. Roberts who was on our board of trustees through
1873. My ggg grandmother also knew Rev. John Wesley
Carhart... - Judith D. Schulz)
___________________________________________
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