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LENTTEN CHALLENGES: PRAY, FAST AND  

Friends in our Lord’s Service, 

Heartfelt greetings to you and your family in his name.  As 

always, I hope this Newsletter meets you all safe and well.  

Christian Friends, Lent is almost upon us as the Epiphany Season 

wanes away! What a blessing to not only be alive, but also safe, 

spiritually alert with sound minds and physically fit, even if not 

hundred percent healthy! To God be the glory!  

Hey, let’s take a moment to briefly reflect on the essence of the 

incoming season known as “Lent.” As you might recall, 

according to the Western Christian Church’s Tradition, Lent is a 

period of 40 days, excluding Sundays, of reflection and 

penitential preparation for the celebrations of Easter. Lent 

begins on Ash Wednesday each Church year. As believers, Lent 

offers us the opportunity to replicate and identify with our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ’s Spirit-led sacrifice and withdrawal into 

the desert for 40 days to reflect on, and prepare for his task of 

redeeming the world and fallen humanity.   Christians of every 

age tend to approach Lent with three key pillars they believed 

to have derived from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ's 40 days 

Divinely inspired retreat in the wilderness before he began his 

public ministry. The three key pillars to 
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an authentic observance of Lent are: Prayer, Fast and Give.  Yes! No doubts, our Lord’s withdrawal 

and self-isolation in the desert was marked by daily communion with His heavenly Father through 

prayers and fasting from both food and festivities. As though these were not enough, Jesus Christ 

denied himself of all the incentives associated with nature and Divine Rights as King of kings, Lord 

of lords and Almighty God of gods in order to give us new, vibrant and abundant life.   

Fellow Christians, as we prepare to observe Lent this year, I would like to invite all of us to 

intentionally adapt these three key pillars: Prayer, Fast and Give as our Lenten challenge in 

imitation of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Reasons as follow:  1st. Prayer – The Apostle Paul 

admonishes all believers, both then and now to: “Pray without ceasing!” (1Thess. 5:17). Needless 

to tell you, we are living in very strange, unprecedented and challenging times. Paul elevates the 

importance of prayers in such uncertain times by saying: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving present your request to God!” 

(Philippians 4: 6). Prayer unlocks every locked door and changes every human circumstance in this 

life and beyond. If you’ve never been, this is your opportunity to take prayer very seriously.  What 

are your Joys and Concerns this Lenten Season? Take them to the Lord in prayer, and you will never 

regret! 

2nd. Fast – fasting from both food and other cravings is another form of self-denial in imitation of 

Jesus Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness without food, drinks and other necessities of life for our 

sake. Fasting helps us focus not only on the daily needs of our body, but also on the indwelling 

presence of the Holy Spirit to sustain and see us through. While in the wilderness, Jesus rebuked 

and foiled satan’s temptation to turn rock into bread and eat by saying, “one cannot live on bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4).  Fasting helps us focus 

on, and draw more spiritual strength from God’s word. What are you preparing to give up this Lent?  

And 3rd- Giving- At the core of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’s Mission to the world is the 

demonstration of God’s Self-giving love for the redemption and restoration of estranged world and 

humanity to himself as their Creator and Sustainer. (John 3:16). Jesus is the epitome of God’s 

extravagant generosity in all aspects of his relationship toward sinful and fallen human beings in 

this dark world. Jesus demonstrated God’s greatest love for sinful humanity by Giving his sinless life 

order that sinners might be saved and become friends of the Holy One! At the close of his earthly 

life, Jesus commanded his first century disciples, all of whose ministry/mission we are an extension, 

to go and GIVE/LAY DOWN their lives for one another. (John 15:13ff.). Consequently, authentic 

Christian life and discipleship is nothing short of Self-giving love. Jesus Christ sacrificed his power, 

authority and very life for you and me! What have you to give toward the mission and ministry of 

the Church in its efforts at reaching out with the good news for the transformation of lives in the 

name of Jesus Christ? Better yet, how is your life as Jesus’ disciple making a difference in the life of 

someone else, your community and the world? 

Finally, let’s not forget that Lent is a season that calls us to self-reflect and prepare, like our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, for the Divine tasks of being the mouths, eyes, hands, feet, and catalysts of 



Jesus’ redemptive mission and ministry wherever the opportunity avails itself in this world. Lent 

calls us to recommit ourselves to being and doing something far bigger than ourselves to the glory 

and honor of God Almighty, our Creator. As you observe this lent, I prayerfully hope that you will 

commit to one of the three key pillars: praying, fasting, and giving in imitation of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior. Life and redemptive ministry and mission in this world to for the transformation of 

lives to the glory of God Almighty.   

Until then, stay safe, well and have a very blessed Lenten Season in the name that is above every 

name, “Jesus Christ!” 

On this Faith Journey together,  

Rev, Jakes  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES ……  02/2021  

 

EPIPHANY / HOLY COMMUNION - 5TH SUNDAY – 

02/07/2021 

Psalm 147: 1-11, 20c 

Isaiah 40: 21-31 

1Corinthians 9: 16-23 

Mark 1: 29-39  

Theme: Prioritize - amidst competing tasks.  

 

EPIPHANY – 6th SUNDAY -02/14/2021  

TRANSFIGURATION/ VALENTINE DAY  

 

Psalm 50: 1-6 

2Kings 2:1-12 

2Corinthians 4: 3-6 

Mark 9: 2-9 

Theme:  The Mountain Top- a place to rejuvenate, 

but not to stay 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY-   02/17/2021 

Psalm 51: 1-17 

Joel 2: 1-2,12-17 

2Corinthians: 5:20b-610  

Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21  

 

LENT- 1ST SUNDAY – 02/21/2021 

Psalm 25: 1-10 

Genesis 9: 8-17 

1Peter 3: 18-22 

Mark 1: 9-15 

Theme:  A DESERT LIFE’S EXPERIENCE- have you been 

there?   

 

LENT - 2ND SUNDAY- 02/28/2021 

Psalm 22:23-31 

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 

Romans 4: 18-25 

Mark 8: 31-38 

Theme: True Discipleship- have you count the cost? 

 

                       



 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN 

FEBRUARY 

 

 1 – Ron Tremelling 

3 – Erika Meredith 

      Linda Tremelling 

 7 - Chris Larson 

      Eric Buhler 

9 –  Adriano Mireles-Rangel 

10 –Austin Feest 

      Mariah Mireles-Rangel 

13 – Pat Held 

14 – Christian Ferguson 

27 – Esther Voker 

 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

IN FEBRUARY 

 

11 – Robert & Elissa Pischke 

25 – Jakes & Esther Voker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR 

FEBRUARY  
The food bank item will be 

dried potatoes. Plastic or 

heavy grocery bags with 

handles are needed for clients 

that walk, ride the bus or 

bike.  Thanks so much for 

your support of this mission. 

Bring your donation to the 

church and place it in the 

crate near the church 

entrances.  All items collected 

will be taken to the North 

Side Food Pantry at Trinity 

UMC for distribution.  This 

item is just a suggestion – all 

items are welcome at any 

time so if you see something 

on sale, feel free to purchase 

that item as well.  Thanks for 

helping feed the hungry of 

our city.  Cash donations are 

also welcomed. 

 

LOOSE CHANGE 

OFFERING  
The Loose Change Offering 

for February will benefit 

Bethany Apartments.   

Bethany Apartments offers 

women and their children 

who have experienced abuse 

or violence a place to live, 

heal, and grow in a 

supportive, safe, and secure 

environment.  Thank you for 

your contributions to this 

organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon Smile 

First United Methodist Church 

Racine has partnered with 

Amazon Smile to allow those of 

us who choose to purchase items 

from Amazon to donate a 

percentage of the cost of the 

purchase price to our church.  If 

you use Amazon, we hope that 

you will choose to designate First 

United Methodist Church as your 

charity of choice.  The following 

link will allow you to designate 

First United Methodist Church. 

 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-

0989786.  Please share this link 

with family and friends who 

would be willing to support our 

church through Amazon Smile. 
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MISSION GIVING OPPORTUNITY 

This past year has truly been an unusual time for churches and the community as a whole.  Very few mission projects 

have taken place and we now have an opportunity to share our time and gifts as we begin collecting items for the 

Annual Conference Ingathering.  This year's Annual Conference will again be virtual, June 18-19.  So we're getting an 

early start to begin collecting things for MMDC (Midwest Mission Distribution Center).  The list of items needed is 

below.  We are asking families to provide the entire kit so that all items are exactly as requested.  Those wishing to 

participate are invited to gather the supplies anytime and bring the completed kits to church.  Then, in June all kits 

will be collected and taken to a collection site in Oak Creek.  The needs are great and we all have a wonderful 

opportunity to make a difference. This is a wonderful way we can participate in being God's hands and feet in the 

world.  Thank you for your act of sharing. 

 

Your Mission Team – Carol Feest, leader 

 

Personal Dignity Kit 

1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels  

1 Bath Washcloth - No kitchen towels  

1 Adult Toothbrush - No multipacks 

1 Bar Soap – 3 - 4 oz. 

1 Shampoo – 15 - 18 oz. 

1 Deodorant – 2 - 3 oz. - stick, roll on, or pump 

Place items in a 1-gallon resealable plastic bag   

$2 for toothpaste and razor 

Video at www.midwestmission.org 

 

Homecare Kit 

2 Liquid Household Cleaners 16 - 40 oz (no spray bottles) 

2 Dish Soaps 16 - 34 oz 

2 Liquid Laundry Detergents 32 - 64 oz 

1 scrub brush with or without handle  

Place items into a 5-gallon resealable bucket with a resealable cover. 

 
 
“As Administrative Board Chairperson, I want to commend our staff and volunteers who have made our 
weekly in person Sunday service, our virtual Sunday service and Bible Study possible.  If I have not been 
able to attend church, I have been able to watch from home.  So many members of our congregation and 
others have been able to participate in our Sunday service because it is virtual.   The new sound and video 
system have greatly improved the quality of the virtual service.  Even after the pandemic has run its 
course, this virtual service will be part of the new normal for us.  This is a blessing.  No matter where we 
may be, we will be able to connect to our church service.  
  
Thank you to Jeanne, Dennis, Nancy, our soloists (Trevor, Morgan and Jane), Joy, Liza, Reverend Jakes 
and our church members who provide additional support. 
  
Fred Ganaway” 
  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
February 17th is Ash Wednesday our service will start at 6:00 pm 

Hope to see you here!!  

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midwestmission.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Caullrich%40wisconsinumc.org%7C6b02ea8396df400d85e108d8be416acc%7Cdcce562a10b141ffab5153f8c3312922%7C1%7C0%7C637468535490779803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sVFJlranO466nRFA9B9ytg3EvdxRbN1Gp3QheU3qS%2BY%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 
 

Greeting Everyone!! 

We’re using Rightnow Media and invite you to join for FREE!! 

 

Below is different ways to sign up 

 
Scan this with your camera on your phone 

 

Text this code 41411  

Then send this code RIGHTNOW FUMCRACINE 

(it has to be entered exactly how it is with caps and the space) 

 

 

Or copy and paste this into your computer browser  

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FirstUMCRacine 

 

 

If you have any problems give me a call 262-633-7632 

Blessings 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/FirstUMCRacine


All are invited to:  
BISHOP’S CONVOCATION OF LAITY LEADERSHIP 2021 
RADICAL HOSPITALITY 
Virtual Event - Saturday, March 20, 2021 From 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

 
  

9:30 AM       Welcome and opening remarks ~ Deanna Shimko, Conference Lay Leader 
9:40 AM       Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and Extended Cabinet introductions 
                     Conference Lay Leader and Conference Board of Laity 
10:00 AM     Opening worship 
10:25 AM     Break 
10:35 AM     Introduction of Lisa Wink, Director of Communications 
10:40 AM     Who Is My Neighbor? Bible study ~ Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
11:50 AM     Lunch (Announcements scroll on screen during lunch) 
1:00 PM      Town Hall: A Forum for Questions and the Exchange of Ideas to Help  
                     Navigate COVID-19 ~ Presenters: members of Bishop Jung’s COVID-19 Task 
Team 
2:15 PM       Break 
2:30 PM       Radical Hospitality ~ Presenters: members of Bishop’s Task Force 
3:20 PM       Remarks and Closing Blessing 
3:30 PM       Adjournment 

 
  
Registration deadline is March 19, 2021 at noon. 
Sponsored by the Conference Board of Laity. 
No cost to join the event but you need to be registered. 
Register now at: https://wisconsin-reg.brtapp.com/LaityConvo2021 

 
Thanks, 
Angela Ullrich 
Event Planner 
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The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in the name Jesus Christ!   
 
(262) 633-7632 

1racineumc@gmail.com 

www.1umcracine.org 

 

 


