
AN ORDER FOR ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 02/17/2021                                                                                             6:00 pm 
************************************************************************** 

                                                         GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                       Nancy Cook, Organist 

 

Welcome and Announcements               Pastor and Congregation 

                   

* CALL TO WORSHIP - Pastor and Congregation   

P: The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

C: God’s mercy endures forever and ever. Amen!  

 

UM Hymn # 365                                                                  Grace, Greater Than our Sin 

 

OPENING PRAYER: Pastor 

You, Almighty God, are the Maker of all things, and judge of all that you have made. 

You formed us from the dust of the earth, and from the dust of death you have 

promised to raise us up. Gracious God, from the redemptive power of the cross, create 

in us clean hearts, and put within a new spirit that we may repent of our sins. In the 

power of your Holy Spirit, help us lead lives that are that worthy of your calling 

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Friend. Amen!  

        
SILENT REFLECTION and PRAYER - Congregation  

 

PRAISE TEAM 

       

Old Testament: Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17                                                           Carol Feest 

 

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5: 20b-6:10                                           August Grulich 

   

Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18                                                                              Rev. Jakes 

 

 

The Message: LENTEN OBSERVANCE- THE THREE-FOLD PILLARS OF   

A Moment of silence in prayer - Congregation 

 

Invitation to the Imposition of Ashes 

Pastor: The Lord be with you; 

Congregation: And also with you.  

 

A CALL TO REPENTANCE: Pastor                                     

Ash Wednesday is a time of repentance from sin, as Job repented “in dust and ashes”  

(Job 42:6). Second Corinthians 7:10 says, “Godly sorrow” brings repentance that leads to 

salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.” Repentance is not just an 

emotional response, but it does involve a feeling of regret and remorse, and also 

a conviction of the enormity and offensiveness of sin. Thus, true repentance involves a 

turning from sin with a resolve to obey God. Now, I firmly believe that Christians don’t have 

to and shouldn’t continue in willful sin, and so I would hope and I believe that there are some 

of us here who don’t have any known sin in our lives. But that doesn’t mean Ash Wednesday 

isn’t for you. John the Baptist calls upon all to “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” 

Even if there is no willful sin in our lives, we still need God’s grace to continue growing 

more like Jesus. Therefore, let’s pray together in true, in arts of full repentance; seeking 

greater measure of grace and holiness in our lives before the Almighty and Merciful God. 

 

UM Hymn # 352                                                                                         It’s Me, O Lord                   

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE - Congregation 

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, 

in the wrong we have done and in the good we have not done. 

We have sinned in ignorance: we have sinned in weakness; 

we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry. 

You formed us from the dust of the earth, and to dust we shall return. Pull us back to you, 

O God, for you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Heal the hardness of our hearts, that we may be faithful disciples of the one who makes 

all things new, even Jesus the Christ. Amen! 

 

PARDON: Pastor 

Hear the good news: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He gave power to 

his disciples to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and 

remission of their sins.  I declare to you, therefore, that God is just, and may be trusted to 

forgive your sins and cleanse you from every kind of wrong.  In the name of Christ, I tell 

you, your sins are forgiven you.  If you would have the life God intends for you, be you 

likewise forgiving. Amen! 



THANKSGIVING PRAYER OVER THE ASHES: Pastor 

Almighty God, you have created us out of dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes 

may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that 

only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen!  

 

 

THE RITES OF IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES - Pastor & Congregants 

  

Pastor: Repent and believe the gospel  

Receiver’s Response: Amen!  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC          “There Is a Balm in Gilead”            Jane Wermeling, Soloist 

 

   

Silent Prayer: Pastor and Congregation 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: UNISON 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.                                                                          

            

          

Closing UM HYMN # 389                                                                 Freely, Freely  

                                                                           

*SENDING FORTH IN GOD’S LOVE AND CARE/ BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                    Nancy Cook, Organist  

                                   

Thank you for being a part of tonight’s worship experience.  

Rest assured God loves you, and so do we! 

 
**(As you come forward for ashes, please bring along or send in your offerings and Tithes).  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


