
The First Word 
January 2021 

First United Methodist Church, Racine 

     
745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403           
262-633-7632 
racine1umc@gmail.com 
www.1umcracine.org 
 
Jakes Voker 
Pastor 
 
Liza Taliaferro 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Jeff Fernholz 
Treasurer 
 
Sue Mills 
Financial Secretary 
 
Fred Ganaway 
Church Council Chairperson 
 
Chuck Bragg 
Trustee Chairperson 
 
Judith Schulz 
Church Historian 
 
Sue Mills 
Parish Visitor 
 
Nancy Cook 
Organist 
 
Jeanne Whiteside 
Media Coordinator 
 
Family Ed & Nurture Coordinator 
 
Joy McClelland 
Custodian     
 

 
                                                                  

  
 
CROSSINGOVER -INTO -2021 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Moses My servant is dead; now 
therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the 
land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. “Pass 
through the midst of the camp and command the people, 
saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three 
days you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to possess the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you, to possess it.  
(Joshua 1:2, 11).  
 
Members and Friends of Racine 1st UMC.  

Belated Merry Christmas and a Joyful New Year in Jesus’ Name. As 
usual, our experiences of celebrating any joyful events vary from one 
individual, family, neighborhood, community and even as a nation, to 
another. Whatever was your experience during the 2020 Christmas 
Event, rest assured that you were not, and still aren’t alone. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has given us the Holy Spirit that is always by our side 
and as long as we continue to hold one another in our hearts and 
prayers.  

Whenever I reflect on the difficulties, losses and challenges of the 
year 2020, I often take consolation in the fact that those ugly 
experiences are not unique to our generation. In times past, not only 
that similar challenges did exist, but did not have, and never will, they 
have the final word on the lives of God’s people!  

 

 



For an example, I’m reminded of the sufferings, the excruciating pains and deaths of God’s Chosen People, 
Israelites, through whom God’s redemptive plan of salvation has reached the rest of the world. These people 
experienced the worst kinds of inhumane treatments along with their associated isolations, diseases, plagues 
and most of them died, especially during the reign of King Harold in Egypt. Yet, they continued to cry, 
calling on their God to rescue them. At the appointed time, God heard their cries and sent them a deliverer, 
Moses. The Lord used Moses to PART the RED SEA and led his people out of captivity in Egypt into the 
wildness and eventually into the “Promised –Land, a Land flowing with milk and honey!” (Exodus: 3:1ff.) 
When Moses died, God appointed a young man name Joshua to lead his people into the “Promised Land.” 
One might think after mourning the loss of their Primary –leader-Moses on Mt. Nebo, it would all be over, 
but NO!  It would take a total of 40 years of roaming in the wilderness, and then had to face the problem of 
Crossing Over flooded Jordan River! Through it all, in the midst of all of the ups and downs, difficulties 
and challenges, God made a way! Whenever there were insurmountable obstacles to fulfilling His plans to 
deliver and resettle His Chosen People, Israel, God Almighty Made a way and became Victorious!   

My friends, let’s not forget, we are today’s “Chosen Children” of the same Most High and Sovereign God 
through the sacrificial love our Lord Savior and Brother Jesus Christ!   

Again, I may not know the details of how and what your particular life’s experience has been and is right 
now, but one thing I do know is that, the Joy of the Year 2020 was stolen from you, me and the rest of the 
world by the deadly and disastrous COVID-19 PANDEMIC! Even if you were not personally affected by 
this deadly monstrous disease, either a family member, relative, friend, your community or the world in 
which you live was and is still struggling with it. The pains of social deprivations, the news of unabated 
surging rates of the infections and rising death tolls as well as the economic hardship continue to physically 
and emotionally drain one’s energy. Therefore, the year 2020 has been a huge burden that any sober minded 
person would wish to see it lifted and let go of!  

Yes, like the Israelites, WE CAN’T WAIT TO CROSS OVER-INTO- A PROMISING YEAR -2021!! 
THAT’S RIGHT!  In response to our desire to see 2020 go away with all of its troubles, possibly 
anticipating that 2021would be a better and more favorable year, I would like to encourage us to do so with 
faithful prayers, repent and leave behind all that hinders relationship with God and one another. Leave all the 
burdens of 2020 at the foot of the Cross of Jesus Christ! We must also remember and be thankful for all of 
God’s gracious blessings that have brought us thus far. We must accept and believe in God’s Power to save, 
and be ready to open our hearts and minds to His instructions and directions as we cross over onto a 
promising 2021 Year!  

Finally, thanks and appreciation to each and all of you for your commitment and resilience throughout these 
tough and challenging times of global Pandemic (COVID-19) stricken 2020 Year. Together we have kept 
our Church doors opened for Sunday Worship Services and Bible Studies throughout, upgraded our 
AV/Sound System for quality images of programs Projection on Facebook, YouTube and our website. This 
improved system helps us reach large audience than normal. We’ve also completed the final phase of 
replacing our roof. As you are aware, none of the above and other ministries /Mission related activities 
would have and will be possible without your prayers and continuous financial support. Again, we are 
deeply grateful!  

May all your prayerful dreams and aspirations for the year 2021 come to pass in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior.   

A Very Blessed and Happier New Year,  

Rev. Jakes 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 



SCRIPTURES AND THEMES - 01-2021 

Epiphany/Holy Communion Sunday- 01/03/2021 

Psalm 72: 1-7 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3: 1-12 

Matthew 2: 1-12 

Theme: THE “MAGI” – the first responders… 

 

Epiphany 1st Sunday/Baptist of the Lord – 01/10/2021 

Psalm 29:1ff. 

Genesis 1: 1-5 

Acts 19: 1-7 

Mark 1: 4-11 

Theme: THE “GOOD NEWS”- a new dawn…. 

 

Epiphany 2nd Sunday / Human Relations – 01/17/2021 

Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 

1Samuel 3: 1-10 

1Corinthians 6: 12-20 

John 1: 43-51 

Theme: INVITE A FRIEND- be it a sceptic! 

 

Epiphany 3rd Sunday – 01/24/2021 

Psalm 62: 5-12 

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 

1Corinthians 7: 29-31 

Mark 1: 14-20 

Theme: THEY HEARD, SAW AND FOLLOWED 



 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  (Mark 1:4) 
 
The Advent season has been as unique for me this year as the year itself has been unique. I live with a sense 
of darkness hanging over us, a blanketing anxiety, compassion fatigue, and a tiresome frustration. The 
weight of this year has been a burden for most of us – seeing worldwide suffering, experiencing personal 
loss and grief, and witnessing the negative impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on so many lives. We are not 
used to such oppressive forces at work in our day-to-day lives. We join the desperate plea of our Old 
Testament forebears, "How long, O Lord, how long?" 
 
Many times, when we are in the deepest darkness, when we are facing the greatest challenges, when we feel 
most lost and disoriented, it is easy to lose focus on those aspects of our faith that keep us anchored and 
secure. We turn away from the things that ground us and center us, that strengthen us and renew us, acting 
much like Peter excitedly desiring to walk on the water, but ending up sinking when fear kicks in. We lose a 
sense of control and enter a downward spiral emotionally and spiritually. 
 
It is in such a reality that we need to hear again the prophetic words of John the Baptizer, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Our modern interpretation of Mark 1:4 varies greatly with 
its original meaning. For many of us, "repentance" is about contrition for all our wrongdoing and "sins" are 
those wrong and evil actions and bad behaviors. While there is merit to this interpretation, the original 
intention offers a wonderful word of grace to our current lived reality. 
 
For Jewish believers, repentance and sin had significantly and subtly different meanings. Both were tied very 
closely to obedient faithfulness. To be a faithful Hebrew meant to live in covenantal harmony with God and 
God’s people. Staying focused on God, participating in the ritual worship, engaging in prayer and fasting, 
and observing the community rules and boundaries defined the basic goals of God’s people. However, it was 
easy to stray from these goals, and to allow focus to shift. "Sin" meant to turn from these basic goals and 
observances; "repentance" meant to turn back to these goals. 
 
For many in this pandemic year, losing the rhythm of weekly worship in our church sanctuaries has been 
more than distracting. It has been devastating. In our culture, rituals and practices of personal piety have 
been displaced by attending church. The majority of mainline Christians go to church, but they do not have a 
covenant community connection to a Sunday school class, a discipleship or fellowship group, or any other 
connection for spiritual growth and development. Surveys in a variety of denominations indicate that fewer 
and fewer church people have a regular prayer life, a discipline of reading and reflecting on scripture, a 
practice of fasting, or a devotional life – individually or with others – at home. If our only faith connection is 
the worship hour in our local church, what happens when even that is taken away? 
 
Our Advent gift is an invitation; a call to repentance for the ways we have strayed from a healthy 
spirituality. We can turn back to God by turning back to prayer, to scripture, to fasting, and to devotional 
time. We can share in these practices with others very easily by phone or video (Facetime, Zoom, Skype, 
etc.). There is nothing preventing us from being a church, just because we cannot gather once a week for 
worship. In fact, this call to repentance, to refocus and return to personal and shared spiritual formation, can 



even be stronger in this pandemic time. Our engagement can happen any day of the week, any time of the 
day, and with as few or as many people as can connect. 
 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength, and love your neighbor as yourself," (Mark 12:30-31) can be our guiding light of repentance – 
giving more time and attention to God, time and attention to strengthening relationships and care for others, 
and engaging in intentional self-care in body, mind, and spirit. There is no such thing as passive discipleship 
– we cannot simply wait for worship experiences to be provided for us again – but real and transformative 
discipleship is an active and intentional engagement in the things that draw us closer to God, to those who 
need support and care, and that help us become the people God most needs us to be. 
 
Advent is a time of preparing for the blessing and indwelling of the Christ. To repent and return to a full 
focus on God is the gift we can give God and each other as we await the amazing gift God is sending our 
way. And it may be the best way we can survive this pandemic together! 
 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has served as resident bishop of the Wisconsin Annual Conference since 
September of 2012. Prior to leading the Wisconsin Conference UMC, Bishop Jung served eight 
years as bishop of the Northern Illinois Conference
    

 

Bishop Announces Plan for 2021 Annual Conference 

 

 

  My beloved and beautiful Wisconsin Conference people, 
  
I am pleased to announce that our Annual Conference in 2021 will be our second virtual 
conference. In this time of widespread pandemic, we must make decisions early because there is so 
much to prepare.  To be safe, wise, and caring, in consultation with our Program and Arrangements 
Committee and GNTV (our virtual webinar hosts), I am setting Friday and Saturday, June 18 and 19 
as the dates for Annual Conference. This is a change of date from what was previously announced, 
due to availability of GNTV as our host. Clergy session will be held on the evening of Monday, June 
14. Laity session will be held the evening of Tuesday, June 15. More details will be coming soon in 
the new year, but I want to let you all know so that you can hold the dates. I believe that 2021 will be 
a year with great promise and hope for the Wisconsin Conference. 
 
Yours in Christ, Hee-Soo Jung 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN JANUARY 

 2 – Connie Boehm                         
7 – Tracie Feest                          
16 – Garfield Voker                   
24 – Daphne Schnaare               
25 – August Grulich                   
29 – Joy McClelland     
 
 

 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN JANUARY 

4 – Bill & LaVerne Fawcett     
14 – Jayne & Jerry Dresen   
21 – David Piggins & Carol Christensen 
 
 

 
 

OUR FOOD PANTRY ITEM 
For January our food pantry item is paper 
grocery sacks and/or toilet paper. Bring your 
contributions to church any time and place 
them in the crates near the church entrances. 
Thanks for helping supply the food pantries. 
 
 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
First United Methodist Church Racine has partnered 
with Amazon Smile to allow those of us who choose to 
purchase items from Amazon to donate a percentage of 
the cost of the purchase price to our church.  If you use 
Amazon, we hope that you will choose to designate 
First United Methodist Church as your charity of 
choice.  The following link will allow you to designate 
First United Methodist Church. 
 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0989786.  Please 
share this link with family and friends who would be 
willing to support our church through Amazon Smile. 
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First United Methodist Church 
 
The Vision statement: 
Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 
 
 
The Mission statement: 
Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in the name Jesus Christ!   
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