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IN A MARCH OF FAITH, FIX YOUR EYES ON JESUS 

 
 
    “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.3 Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
(Hebrews 12: 1-3 ESV).   

Dear Friends and families in the Faith, greetings in the name of the 
Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ. Rest assured that we, 
your Church’s skeleton staff ,   are constantly holding each of you in our  
hearts and prayers for our God’s guidance and protection as we sail 
together on the stormy seas of life, for in His presence are  safety and 
peace.  

In last month’s edition of this Newsletter, I tried to encourage all of us 
to ”Take a Leap of Faith” by trusting our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to 
take us through these turbulent, unprecedented and challenging times.  
In this month’s edition, I’m again encouraging us to “Fix our Eyes” on 
the same Jesus, “The Christ.”    

As you might be aware, living a life of Faith in this unpredictable world 
has never been easy and smooth as we might wish. It’s always been a 
challenge and may continue to be until Christ’s return. As reflected in 
Hebrews12: 1-3, the origin of the challenges that tend to  hinder and 
distract us from the Lord’s call upon us to live out our  faith in daily life 
go as far back as the very beginning of our Faith . The truth is, 
generations after another have had its challenges, some even more 
deadly and grievous than ours today.  The questions: 1. What could 
possibly be some of the factors that ferment and feed the distracting 

 



forces? Answer: let the writer of Hebrews response, “let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles! (Heb.12:2). The old fleshly desires of our hearts must be put aside. The Apostle Paul further 
admonishes: 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the  prize of the upward call of
 God in Christ Jesus!” (Philippians3:13-14) 
 And 2. How can we get rid of those elements/factors that enable unbearable challenges and distractions that 
stray us from living out our Faith in daily lives as true witnesses to the glory of God? Answer: “And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
(Heb. 12:2)   

My friends on this Journey of faith and Service, I invite all of us to adhere to the inspiring testimonies of two of 
Jesus’ first century believers written in the books of Hebrews and Philippians referenced in this article.  Both of 
them compared God’s call upon all believers to live out their Faith daily as one participating in a March for a 
prize. In order to win and receive a prize, participants must conform to certain requisite disciplines. He/she 
will have to go through and overcome all the foreseen as well as the unforeseen challenges. Let’s not  forget 
that challenges of all forms and sizes, low and high intensities, including but certainly not limited to 
temptations, trials,  pandemics, riots, persecutions, sufferings and even death have always been and will 
continue be part of our Journey of Faith and Service.  The good news, God never abandons His people. The 
Almighty God,” who delivered His first Century believers is still present with us today in person of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. (Heb. 13:8).   He is here to calm the tempest blast, make a way to lead His faithful ones 
through and award them the desired prize at the end of the march. Finally, let’s not forget the two 
prerequisites for reaching the goal in order to receive the desired prize: Firstly, Fix your eyes on Jesus Christ. 
No matter how dreadful, tough and insurmountable it might appear, fix your eyes on Jesus instead of the tasks 
and its associated challenges. And secondly, “perseverance” is key to reaching the finished line for a prize. 
Remember the words of Jesus: “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 
Kingdom of God.” (Luke 9: 62 NIV) 

My friends, we are called to a forward March, back ward never! Marching with the mantle of Faith in daily lives 
for the salvation of all who may believe, we shall overcome. Let’s not be distracted by the waves, but humbly fix 
our eyes on Him who calls and faithfully promises to watch over us. (Gen. 28:15) 

Stay prayerful, safe and healthy in Jesus’ name! 

Blessings, 

Rev. Jakes       

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES - 09/2020 

 

Pentecost- 14th Sunday/ Holy Communion- 
Labor Day -09/06/2020 

Psalm 149: 1ff.  

Exodus 12: 1-14 

Romans 13: 8-14 

Matthew 18: 15-20 

Theme: Tensions in Interpersonal 
relationships- a Christian’s approach  

 

Pentecost- 15th Sunday -09-13-2020 

Psalm 139: 1ff.  

 Exodus 15: 1b-11 

Romans 14: 1-12 

Matthew 18: 21-35 

Theme: The Unmerciful Servant  

 

Pentecost-16th Sunday -09-20-2020 

Psalm 105: 1-6 

Exodus 16: 2-15 

Philippians 2: 21-30 

Matthew 20: 1-16 

Theme: The Lord’s Timesheet, have you 
signed in?  

 

 

 

Pentecost-17th Sunday 

Psalm 78: 1-4 

Exodus17: 1-7 

Philippians 2: 1-13 

Matthew 21: 23-32 

Theme: The Truth - don’t just face it, say it!  
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SE District Charge Conferences and Clergy Check-In 
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Greetings in the Name of the Resurrected One, 
  
My colleagues and friends God is with us! As Christ is alive, so we are made alive in Christ. I hope that you are 
finding strength, joy and peace through a deepening spiritual life and regular contact and fellowship with one 
another. Your ministry and leadership is so crucial in these challenging times. You make a positive difference in 
the lives of your congregations and in the wider community. Thank you. As the pandemic continues and grows 
and as social unrest escalates may we latch onto  the One who stilled the stormy waters and lead with 
compassion and confidence. This is not an easy time to lead, yet we are called! Please take extra care whether in 
all your activities. We need you all well and healthy! 
  
Guidelines and recommendations are plentiful concerning gathering for worship indoors or outdoors. The virus 
will not disappear anytime soon; this is a long term reality. There is no need to rush into anything that will cause 
you to lose sleep at night! It is certainly fine to even take a step back as the spread of coronavirus increases. I 
will be glad to support you and even be your advocate with lay leadership in any way you think would be 
helpful. We gather for clergy check-in and updates next Wednesday at 9am at this zoom 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84509117263?pwd=NUpGdDg1OW9uSFNxZWNxUTR0ZjRNUT09 
  
Charge Conferences for 2020 will be streamlined as much as possible and largely held via ZOOM. We cannot 
predict the health or gathering reality over the next few months, so I am planning all online charge conferences 
(church council/ALB plus retired clergy as voting members) unless you specifically make a different 
arrangement with me. Key things to know in planning: 

1.       All necessary documents/forms will be completed online. While clergy need to insure that 
required forms are available for viewing when requested by congregational members, packets of 
information are not expected or needed for your charge conference. Only items on which you will vote 
are needed for those who vote. 
2.       Required votes include: Clergy Compensation and Lay Leadership (Nominations). The complete 
annual budget is not required or expected for the Charge Conference. We will affirm lay speakers and 
candidates for ministry, but we will NOT consider the removal of members by charge conference 
action. This is not the year to deal with membership numbers unless you have a special situation. 
3.       Because the preparation for charge conference should be simple (SPRC recommendation of 
clergy compensation and a lay leadership/nomination report), I encourage you to complete those 
conversations and meetings in the next month or two. All charge conferences will be completed before 
December so that the “reason for the season” can be the focus of Advent and Christmas. 
4.       The other primary Charge Conference agenda will include a message from Bishop Jung and a 
conversation and celebration of your ministry with the lay leadership. 
5.       All Charge Conferences will be done by individual churches or charges. We will NOT hold circuit 
charge conferences this year unless a circuit brings me a proposal to do so! Please use the sign-up 
genius to schedule your time. I am allotting an hour for a Charge conference, which allows me the 
ability to hold multiple conferences a day! Here is the 
link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444AAA822ABF94-20204 

Thank you all for your cooperation as we fulfill our disciplinary requirements during the pandemic along with 
caring for the congregations in such creative ways. I intend to do all charge conferences myself, so pray for me! 
I look forward to that personal contact with all of our congregations during these challenging days. 
  
May your weekend be blessed! See you on Wednesday. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84509117263?pwd=NUpGdDg1OW9uSFNxZWNxUTR0ZjRNUT09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444AAA822ABF94-20204


Forrest Wells 

Oct.25Sun ZOOM - SED-2020 Charge/Church Conference 
When Sun Oct 25, 2020 6pm – 7pm (CDT) 
  
 

 
    

   
      

   
 

                                                                                                                                                  
 
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT AT LAKE LUCERNE HAS ARRIVED!! 
During a recent visit to the area, we decided to drive to Lake Lucerne to see if the 
playground has been installed and HURRAY!  It has been installed just outside the 
dining hall in the wide open grassy area.  Our grandchildren tried it out and were so 
very excited to know it will be ready and waiting for next years’ Grandparent/children 
camp – and for all other groups attending camps in the future.  Thank you to all who 
helped with the fund raising making this wonderful addition to the camp possible.  Keep 
in mind that all camps were canceled this year which has put a tremendous burden on 
the camping program.  If you feel so inspired, contributions to the camps would be 
greatly appreciated.  You may direct your donation to the camp directly or send it 
through First Church.  Again, thanks for everyone who helped make this possible. 
Carol Feest – Co-director Grandparent/child camp 
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

First Methodist Episcopal Church / now  
First United Methodist Church. Racine WI 
~Research by Judith D. Schulz, Church Historian 

 

How old are the stained glass windows 
in our church sanctuary? 

~ The answer came together while researching the 
Racine WCTU (Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union). I read about the great regard that was given to 
the WCTU work of Estella Clemons Shepard, a 



member of our church.  Many of our church women 
were active in WCTU, which often worked with 
suffrage groups, seeking Votes for Women, too.  
 ~ Her name is on one of our stained glass windows on 
the north side of our sanctuary!  Next time you are at 
church, take a moment to look for it, and pause to think 
about who she was and her church work that preceded 
us. Wonder about where she may have sat in church, 
what it might have been like working with her at a 
dinner, or on a WCTU effort? 
~ Estella (1854-1909) is buried at Mound Cemetery. Her 
husband Gaylord R. Shepard was also very active in our 
church. 
- So back to the question of when the windows were 
created and installed.  In a 1936 Racine Journal Times 
article about our church’s Centennially Celebration, it 
states that the stained glass windows, with names to 
honor these people, were installed in 1909.   Our church 
building (at 8th & Main) was razed in 1913, so those 
windows were transferred into our new (current) 
building here at the same location of 8th & Main.     So 
in 2020, these window are 111 years old, and have 
served us in 2 different buildings. 

  
Was our church involved with suffrage? 
(women’s right to vote): Yes! Joint meetings of 
WCTU & Women’s Suffrage Organizations met 

jointly in our church, and some of our members were 
active in both organizations. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Patti Walker researched and 
put together a 72 page book 
of “The Art of our Church” 
of our First United 
Methodist Church, Racine, 
Wisconsin” in 2008.  There 
are photos and information 
about stained glass 
windows, the pulpit, framed 
art work, the angels of the 
organ, and more…       We 

made a reduced size copy to fit into the cornerstone box 
that is now sealed inside the corner of 8th & Main 
Street.   This is a treasure and endless reference that not 
only documents objects and art, but remembers the 
many members who made these contributions possible.  
Thanks to Patti for this work. 

Our church’s Sept. 26, 1856 
Racine Gas Light & Coke Co. bill 

We were located on Barnstable St.(later called Pearl St, later 
renamed College Av.)  ~~ Our consumption was 1150 Cubic 
Feet at $3.50 per CF, so the bill was $4.03, plus .40 for Rent 
of Meter. .  If one paid within 5 days at the office, there was 
a 5% discount, and we did so, saving 22 cents! Total paid 
was $4.21.   (I am so please that someone thought to save 
this!)  A copy of this is on exhibit in our Church History 
Display cases. See if you can find it! 

_______________________________________________ 
 

~ Our congregation will be 
185 years old next year, in 2021 ~ 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN SEPTEMBER!! 
 1 - Carol Buhler 
      Marcia Fernholz 
  6 - Dick Hannon 
  7 - Melissa LaChance 
  8 - Jean Harmon 
       Peggy Larson 
  9 - Joyce Stearns 
10 - Brittany Piliouras 
       Melanie Guckenberger 
       Shannon Hirth 
12 - Bev Christensen 
16 - Chuck Bragg 
17 - Al Feest   
22 - Jill DeRosia 
       Fred Knobel 
30 - Peter Feest Jr.      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN SEPTEMBER!! 
  1 - Al & Dee Feest 
  2 - Scott & Connie Boehm 
  5 - Paul & Peggy Nejedly 
16 - Scott & Wendy Toutant 
22 - Mike & Ruthann Grayson 
 
 

 

 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
Our item for September will be canned fruit.  
Bring your contributions to the church any 
time and place them in the crates near the 
entrances.  Thanks for your continued support 
of the food banks of Racine. 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like something in the October 
newsletter please send your information in 

by September 18th Send it to 
1racineumc@gmail.com 

or give me a call at 
(262) 633-7632 

Thank you 
 
 
 
 

The First Word is published monthly by First United 
Methodist Church 

745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403 
Phone: 262-633-7632 

1racineumc@gmail.com or 
Pastor1umcr@gmail.com  

Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon 
Pastor – Jakes S. Voker 
Editor – Liza Taliaferro 
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GIVING 
Resilience in Clay Jars 

September 2020 
 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; (2 Corinthians 4:7-9)  
 
There is much being written about the need for resilience in our home lives, in our churches, in 
our communities and in our institutions. Resilience is the ability to recover quickly from 
difficulties; think of the tree that bends but does not break. Clearly, the Apostle Paul had 
resilience in mind when writing to the Corinthians.  
 
There are three things that I believe a resilient church needs:  
     1. Devotion to a vision of ministry and mission  
     2. Knowledge of the spiritual gifts of members and friends of the congregation 
         (the “treasure in clay jars”)  
     3. Nurturing of gifts through spiritual disciplines of prayer, presence, gifts, service and  
         witness.  
 
In these pandemic times, we will need to discover and nurture resilience because, first, our 
affliction will not be ending any time soon. Until there is an effective vaccine that has been 
broadly implemented (2 or 3 or more years in the future), church attendance will be dangerous 
to members over 60 or those with chronic illnesses. Our churches must be resilient, second, 
because we are not going back to where we were. A mix of online and in-person worship, 
participation and giving will be the new normal going forward. Finally, we must be resilient 
because the newcomers we need to survive will judge us according to how we adhered to 
Christian values during the pandemic. 
 
 In all ways acknowledge God, and God will make straight your paths. 
 
 Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  
 
 

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 
www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org 

or call 1-888-903-9863 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wumf.org/


Helps for the Stewardship Team 
 

Spiritual Gifts 
 
 
Spiritual gifts reflect the power of the Holy Spirit incarnate in each of us and expressed as 
specific abilities. These abilities may become strengths in the service of the Lord if we first 
identify them, second own them, third nurture and grow them, and fourth use them for good. As 
Barbara Dick has written, “Much like the characters in the Wizard of Oz, we have just the gifts 
we need to fulfill our deepest desires and the world’s need, but we are not aware of them or lack 
confidence in their power.”  
 
Dan and Barbara Dick have written, “Equipped for Every Good Work,” a systematic 
approach to building a gifts-based church. In addition to the book, they have created a Website 
with additional tools and resources: https://equippedforeverygoodwork.wordpress.com/. The 
book includes a tool for identifying your spiritual gifts. 
 
The StrengthFinder assessment developed by the Gallup Organization provides another 
approach. “Living Your Strengths” is a faith-based book that helps you turn gifts into strengths. 
The book includes a link to the StrengthsFinder tool for identifying your talents. 
 
Another resource is the spiritual gifts inventory provided by the United Methodist at 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/exploring-your-spiritualgifts.  
 
                                                                                                                                                            
It is not too late to sign up for the Online Stewardship Retreat. We are asking churches to 
register their interest in participating so that we can send them notifications and materials as 
well as schedule consultations in the weeks ahead.  
 

Register at bit.ly/WUMFretreat20 
                                                                                                                                                             
 
If you have questions or want to learn more, contact:  
 
Jim Wells, Director of Stewardship & Capital Campaigns,  
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 608-837-9582 or jwells@wumf.org. 
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A Sure Hope for a Faithful Future 
By Keith Boyette 

    Photo by Ron Smith on Unsplash 
 
The United Methodist Church is now less than one year away from a defining General Conference that 
was postponed earlier this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Given the long delay, some United 
Methodists are wondering if the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation has been 
derailed. And concerns about it were heighted when the church recently learned that Bishop John 
Yambasu had been killed in a tragic automobile accident. In the summer of 2019 it was Yambasu who 
convened a diverse group of UM leaders that eventually proposed the Protocol. His leadership and 
service to the church will be greatly missed. So with justification, United Methodists are right to 
wonder where things stand one year before General Conference. 

Despite the conference’s postponement and all that has transpired in the past several months, I am 
confident the Protocol will be adopted this time next year. First, the United Methodist leaders who 
proposed the Protocol remain committed to it. And while all of them were shocked to learn of Bishop 
Yambasu’s tragic death, I do not believe his passing will diminish their support. On the contrary, I 
think it will only serve as another reason for them to warmly advocate for its passage. I believe they 
will want to finish what he courageously started. 

Of course, the General Conference delegates will ultimately decide whether the Protocol is adopted. 
Prior to the conference’s postponement, annual conference delegations from across the UM Church 
were publicly endorsing it, and I am not aware of any delegation that has back tracked on their support 
for it. Instead, I believe there is a growing sense that as painful and as regrettable as a vote for 
separation will be, the majority of delegates believe it is a necessary, wise, and now imperative 
decision for the sake of everyone. So given the circumstances, United Methodists would do well to 
focus on what will happen after the General Conference adjourns on September 7, 2021. 

From its inception, the Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) believed it was possible the UM 
Church would not be able to find a way to remain a united church. Therefore, while the WCA 
advocated for a reaffirmation of the church’s teachings, for its good order, and so for its unity, it also 
began laying the groundwork for a new, traditional and global Methodist church should that not be 
achieved. In retrospect, the WCA is relieved it prepared for both potential outcomes. 

It is also thankful that the diverse group of leaders Bishop Yambasu assembled did the hard work of 
creating a Protocol agreement that is as amicable and as fair as possible. The WCA had always hoped 
that if separation became the path forward the UM Church would find a way to avoid the costly and 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/2020/08/31/a-sure-hope-for-a-faithful-future/


bitter litigation over local church property and assets that has plagued other denominations. If adopted, 
the Protocol’s implementing legislation will allow all local UM churches the opportunity to align with 
a new church without the threat of losing their property and assets in costly legal battles with their 
annual conferences. 

Should the Protocol pass, and again I believe it will, upon the adjournment of General Conference the 
WCA and a number of its traditional allies will launch a new global Methodist church. And so, the 
following would begin to happen: 

• Local churches that previously withdrew or disaffiliated from the UM Church 
could immediately join the new traditional Methodist church. Other local churches 
that were never a part of the UM Church could join as well. 

  

• UM annual conferences in the U.S. would be able to schedule a vote on their 
preferred alignments at their next regularly scheduled gatherings or at special 
annual conferences called for just that purpose. 

  

• UM local churches in the U.S. would immediately be able to decide whether they 
wanted to wait for their annual conference to make an alignment decision or 
whether they would begin the process of separating from the UM Church to align 
with the new global traditional Methodist church. UM local churches in the U.S. do 
not have to wait for their annual conference to make an alignment decision. Rather 
they can call a church conference immediately if they choose to do so and make 
their alignment decision. 

  

• UM local churches outside the U.S. will have to wait to see how their central and 
annual conferences vote on alignment. Once those votes are completed, these local 
churches will have the opportunity to make an alignment decision different from 
their annual conferences if they choose to do so. 

  

• Finally, bishops and clergy could also immediately make a decision to join the new 
global traditional Methodist church. Such clergy would not be required to surrender 
their credentials in the UM Church. Rather, it would simply be noted that the 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/2020/08/07/preparation-for-launch/


clergyperson has transferred from the UM Church to the new, traditional Methodist 
church. 

The detailed process for separating from the UM Church and aligning with a new, global and 
traditional Methodist church is set forth in the Protocol’s implementing legislation. In the coming 
months, the WCA and its allies will be sharing resources to guide local churches – and annual and 
central conferences – through the details for making a transition in accordance with this process. 

Finally, the WCA and its allies are also preparing for the possibility that the General Conference will 
not be able to meet in 2021 due to the Coronavirus pandemic. As mentioned above, we are thankful the 
Protocol mediation team and many United Methodists across the theological spectrum recognize 
separation is necessary. The WCA’s planning includes being ready for separation if General 
Conference does not occur. 

The WCA is dedicated to helping traditional local churches align with a new, global Methodist church 
focused on worshipping and praising God, introducing people to Jesus Christ and helping them become 
his fully devoted disciples, and enabling them to be makers of disciples themselves. 

 

Keith Boyette is president of the Wesleyan Covenant Association and an ordained elder in the Virginia 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation
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