
The First Word 

JUNE 2020 
First United Methodist Church, Racine 

     

745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403           

262-633-7632 

racine1umc@tds.net 

www.1umcracine.org 

 

Jakes Voker 

Pastor 

 

Liza Taliaferro 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Jeff Fernholz 

Treasurer 

 

Sue Mills 

Financial Secretary 

 

Fred Ganaway Church Council 

Chairperson 

 

Chuck Bragg 

Trustee Chairperson 

 

Judith Schulz 

Church Historian 

 

Sue Mills 

Parish Visitor 

 

Nancy Cook 

Organist 

 

Jeanne Whiteside 

Media Coordinator 

 

Family Ed & Nurture Coordinator 

 

Joy McClelland 

Custodian 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait….! Says the Lord. ( Acts 2: 

1:4 NIV) 

Dear Members and Friends of Racine 1st UMC, greetings in the 

name of our Ascended, yet present Lord and Savior Jesus, The 

Christ. It’s been quite a while since we last met in our house of 

worship and fellowship! I don’t know about you, but I certainly 

missed our “In-person gatherings.” However, I take solace in two 

important facts around our times of “Social distancing and Safer 

at Home” protocols put into place by our leaders. First of all, as 

important as our “In-person gatherings” are, we can only enjoy 

the maximum benefits when every participant is safe and 

healthy! You would agree that COVID-19 came with a wave of 

unstoppable contaminant that is so contagious! By the grace of 

God, our staying apart for a while seems to be yielding the 

desired results. It has provided our leaders and scientists the 

needed time and space to figure out how to slow down the spread 

and ultimately seek possible cure for this deadly virus. And 

secondly, as Christian Believers, we serve a God who is 

“Omnipresent!” His presence is not contained in, and restricted 

to a building or shrine! We might feel alone, yet we aren’t! 

Therefore, while “In-person gatherings” are important, when 

they tend to post danger to our lives, it’s only wise to stay apart 

until the threat is mitigated and possibly eliminated!   
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Now, let’s reflect on Jesus’ 

last command to his first 

disciples to “WAIT” in Jerusalem until they have received power 

before 

 Beginning to bear witness by spreading the gospel all across the region of Judah and other places.  

According our Church Calendar, we are entering the Pentecost Season. Here are two important facts 

about Pentecost we need to keep in mind:  

1st.  Pentecost is the fifth and last day of the Easter Season. The joyful celebration of the 

resurrection seems to have been dangling due to uncertainty over the rumors of the pending 

ascension of their risen Lord and Savior. What’s next and how can we be sure? Those were some of 

the human thoughts I feel ran across the minds of the first disciples!  And 2nd.  Pentecost is the 

product of the first disciples’ obedience to their Master’s command to wait! It was on the day of 

Pentecost Jesus’ promised Holy Spirit descended upon his first disciples. The Holy Spirit inspired 

the disciples with power and might to fearlessly bear witness to the resurrection and ascension of 

Jesus Christ. They bore witness to the Good news of God’s salvation made available through Jesus 

Christ wherever they were and went. Thus Pentecost marks the birth of “The Church” of which you 

and I are a part today, all because the first disciples WAITED in obedience to their Mater and Lord’s 

command!  

Even in these very difficult and challenging times, let’s learn from the first disciples’ obedience to 

their Master’s command to “WAIT!” We need to remind ourselves that Jerusalem was not a 

friendly and peaceful place for the disciples at that time! Yet, they obeyed and waited in such a 

hassled city.  

 My friends, we serve a God who is Faithful and True, even when we aren’t. We can count on His 

promise to see us through, no matter what the circumstances of life we might find ourselves! Hear 

the words of Prophet Isaiah: (Isaiah 40: 28-31 -NLT) 

   

LET’S WAIT UPON THE LORD! 

Blessings,  

Rev. Jakes 



 

 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES – 06-2020 

 

Trinity/Holy Communion Sunday - 

06/07/2020 

Psalm 8:1ff.  

Genesis 1: 1-2, 26-27 

2Corinthians 13: 1-13 

Matthew 28: 16-20 

Theme: Created in the Image of the Creator…. 

 

Pentecost – 2nd Sunday – 06/14/2020 

Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19 

Genesis 18: 1-15 

Romans 5: 1-8 

Matthew 9: 35-10:8, 19-23 

Theme: Perception influences one’s 

behavior… 

 

Pentecost 3rd / Father’s Day Sunday - 

06/21/2020 

Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17 

Genesis 21: 8-21 

Romans 6: 1b-11 

Matthew 10: 24-39 

Theme:  God’s promised blessings- the Perils 

of Impatience…. 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost – 4th Sunday - 06/28/2020 

(John Wesley’s Birthday, 1703)  

 

Psalm 13:1ff 

Genesis 22: 1-14 

Romans 6: 12-23 

Matthew 10: 40-42 

Theme: The Test of Faith- what could possibly 

be your score…? 

 

You are invited to follow us Sunday’s at 9:00 am 

For the Faith To Life Bible Study and at 10:00 am 

For our regular Worship Service live stream on 

Facebook as well as carried on our website: 

1umcracine.org 

 

If you have any questions please contact the church 

at (262)633-7632 or email 1racineumc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BISHOP JUNG’S TENTATIVE DATE TO REOPEN AND RESUME “IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 

AND OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

 

OUR RESPONSE:  

 

My Dear Racine 1UMC's Family and Friends.  
Words are not enough to fully express the depth at which I miss you all, especially at our usual "In-

person Gatherings!" However, such is the time! I prayerfully hope you and your respective families 

are staying safe and well in Jesus' Name!  
  
This is the excerpts of the communication from offices' of Bishop Jung of the Wisconsin United 

Methodist Annual Conference regarding the re-opening and resumption 'In-person Church activities. 

I would encourage you to please read it. As COVID-19 restrictions  seems to be easing along with a 

growing desire to reopen congregations to  "Normal Ministry/Mission Activities" the Bishop is 

alerting all pastors and lay-leadership to wait until Sunday June 21, 2020.  

 

As some of you are aware, in the absence of our "In person Bible Study and Worship Services, we've 

been trying to remain connected in ministry through social media, Facebook and our church's 

website. The DVD Bible Study with Max Lucado entitle: "Anxious For Nothing-find calm in a 

chaotic world" begins at 9:00 a.m. and the Sunday worship Service is at 10:00 a.m. too.  Even though 

these have not been perfect as we would love to see them, but are deeply grateful for the opportunity 

reach even a larger audience than just members of our congregation. We are working very hard to 

improve the qualities of our internet, the audio recorder /sound and video.  We definitely appreciate 

your patience! 
  
In light of the Bishop’s recommendation, I would like to organize a "Team on Racine 1UMC's Safe 

Return!" This team will work along with the pastor on figuring out the best safety mechanism we 

need to put into place, and when it would be appropriate to reopen and resume a "New Normal 

Church Activities!" Ahead of the formation of this team, I have already begun a process of securing 

safety gears including the following: 1. 40pcs. KN95 Reusable Masks, 2.2 pcs. of Touchless Hand 

Sanitizer Dispensers for the two main entrances, 3. A dozen bottles 75% Alcohol Liquid Refills and 

4. I have asked Joy to purchase enough bottles of the regular hands Sanitizers that we are using and 



place them in all the rest rooms, kitchen and other gathering places in the building. I have also posted 

safety flyer in different parts of the building.    
  
So, if the Lord moves your heart to be a part of this "Team On Racine 1UMC's Safe Return," please 

do not harden your heart! Give me a call or email me!    
  
Until then, don't forget to pray for each other and to join us each Sunday on Facebook for faith boost, 

spiritual nourishment and growth in Jesus' name.    
  
Blessings,  
Rev. Jakes  
 

 

 

Bishop Jung Announces Possible Date for In-Building Worship 
Published: 15 May 2020 

 

COVID-19 News & Announcements 

Bishop Jung has set June 15, 2020 as the earliest possible date for re-opening 

buildings for worship and ministry, though that date may change with new 

information. With the lack of state-wide direction after the Wisconsin 

Legislators v. Palm Wisconsin Supreme Court decision, Bishop Jung, in 

consultation with his COVID-19 Task Team, decided that June 21 would be 

the earliest possible Sunday for relaunching public worship in church 

buildings. The Task Team will soon release a recommended process of 

making the decision about the right time for a church to open its building in 

the various contexts of United Methodist Churches throughout Wisconsin.  

The highest expression of loving God is how we love our neighbors, 

especially the most vulnerable among us.  For this reason, Bishop Jung asks 

that Wisconsin United Methodist Churches not put people most at risk of 

severe complications of COVID-19 in peril, by holding worship in our 

buildings prior to June 15.  Bishop Jung expressed an understanding that 

churches in communities with no Corona Virus will have different attitudes 

than places with high rates of infection.  Churches that have members who 

have suffered or died from the virus will have different views than churches 

yet untouched.  Churches where many have lost their jobs will surely have 

different views than churches whose members are less economically 

https://www.wisconsinumc.org/component/tags/tag/coronavirus-latest-news


impacted.  We remain a connectional body, connected to one another in a 

covenant of Christian love. Let us live out this covenant together with the 

spiritual fruit of patience by refraining from holding worship services in our 

buildings until at least June 15.  Clergy with questions are welcome to consult 

with their district superintendent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN JUNE 

 2 - Scott McClelland 

 5 - Paul Burlingame 

      Amanda Mireles  

 6 - Harv Randecker 

15 - Deb Johnson 

16 - Shardae Feest  

18 - Tessa Meredith 

        Dylan Olson 

22 - Charlotte Schnaare 

26 - Abigael Bergman 

29 - Charlotte Hirth 

       Rick Reinhard 

       Dan Jarrett 

 

 

 
  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN JUNE! 

  8 - Dan & Amy Magnuson 

13 - Chuck & Jean Harmon 

18 - Roger & Betty Oakley 

       Paul & Karen Burlingame 

       Ryan & Corie Lovejoy 

24 - Ed & Karen Robotka 

25 - Mark & Carol Buhler 

26 - Chuck & Jane Bragg 

28 - Otto & Marilyn Nelson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR JUNE 
The item for June is toilet paper. Thank you for 

helping this great mission!  

Every small act of kindness goes a long way.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Word is published monthly by First United 

Methodist Church 

745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403 

Phone: 262-633-7632 

racine1umc@tds.net  or pastorfumcr@tds.net 

Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon 

Pastor – Jakes S. Voker 

Editor – Liza Taliaferro 

 

 
 

It’s Back!!!!! 
 

FRANC Breakfast 
 

With the Bishop’s recommendation to reopen the church to all as of June 21, 2020 

 
Pastor Jakes has agreed to have the first FRANC breakfast 

 
July 5, 2020 

 
9:00 AM in the lower level of the church 

 
Let’s celebrate our Independence from Self-isolation 

 
With a RED, WHITE and BLUE foods theme 
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From strawberries  and blueberries 

 

 

To the whipped cream  on top! 
 

From pancakes with cherry topping  
To a cherry tomato salad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CAMPING OFFICE 

After much thoughtful consideration and prayer, the Board of Camp & Retreat Ministries voted 

unanimously to suspend all summer camp programs at Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne United 

Methodist Camps for 2020. Over the last two months, we have wrestled with this decision daily. 

Our staff has consulted experts in the medical and camping fields as well as county and state 

health officials to try and make the best decision possible. 

 In over 70 years of continued operation, this is the first time anything like this has ever 

happened. We considered multiple operational models including shortening the summer or 

working within the restrictions and we could not reduce the overall risk to our campers, our 

staff, and their home communities to allow running a program that requires a closeness to be 

effective. 



 With all the factors, known and still unknown about COVID-19, we ultimately know that we 

must first and foremost keep our campers and communities safe. We hope you understand how 

difficult this decision is and how it weighs heavily on all of us as a time of great loss. 

While we know that the decision of safety is always the correct choice, it does come at a 

financial cost to the camps. In the coming weeks and months, we will be inviting supporters to 

join us in financial sustainability giving opportunities to ensure that the long legacy of camp 

impacting lives at these sites may continue long into the future. We hope you will join us when 

the opportunity arises. 

Please consider making a donation to the camping program of the Wisconsin Conference and 

keep your prayers coming for an excellent camping season in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 2020 
 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 1 2 3 
 
 

4 5 6 
 
10:00 AM 
Grief Share 

 

7 
 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible  
Study 
10:00 am Worship 
Communion 
Fellowship 

 

8 9 10 
 
 

11 12 13 
 
 



 

14 
 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowship 

 

15 16 
 

17 
 
 

18 19 20 
 
 

 

21 
 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowship 

 

22 23 24 
 
 

25 26 27 
 

 

28 
 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowship 

 

29 30  
 
 

   
 
 

 

 
Join us on 
Our 
Facebook 
Page for 
Bible Study & 
Service at our 
regular times 

 
If you 
miss it at 
the 
regular 
time you  

 
can 
always 
Watch it 
anytime ☺ 
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world 

in the name Jesus Christ!   
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