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CONFIDINCE IN GOD- the Christian’s source of strength and hope 

through challenging and uncertain times…. 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Racine1UMC, 

Belated Easter greetings in the name of our “Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ”! I prayerfully hope you and your families are staying safe and 

healthy in these strange and challenging times. My family and I thank the 

Almighty God for shielding and carrying us safely through these turbulent 

times.  

My friends, no doubts we are living in very difficult, uncertain and fearful 

times, to say the least! However, let me remind us that in the midst of all 

that we are experiencing as the results of the evil COVID-19, there is one 

thing we must never let go of, i.e “CONFIDENCE IN GOD!”  Why? One 

may rightfully ask! There are several reasons we must maintain our Faith 

and Hope in God, the first two are: 1. Because He says so! Those that 

confide in and wait upon him surely find strength to overcome their 

adversities. (Isaiah 40:31). Throughout the ages His words have been 

proven Trustworthy! (Psalm 18:8-18, KJV). And 2. God as Creator and 

Sustainer of the universe and all therein, ( Genesis 1:1ff),  is bigger and 

more powerful than all of life’s circumstances combined, both past, present 

and even in the unforeseen future! Take a moment to listen to a part of King 

David’s testimony of God’s mercy and power to safe: “Lord, my God, I 

cried to you for help, you didn’t let my enemies celebrate over me. Lord, 

my God, I cried out to you for help, and you healed me! Lord, you 

brought me up from the grave, brought me back from among those going 

down to the pit. You, who are faithful to the Lord, sing praises to him; 

give thanks to His holy name! His anger lasts only a second, but his favor 
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lasts a life time! Weeping may stay all night, but by morning, JOY!” 

(Psalm 30:3-5 CEB). 

                                        

Hey, let’s take a minute to reflect on the actions of the God described in the Psalmist’s testimony. Can anyone of us 

recall and relate any events in our life’s journeys on earth, be it in the present, the past and even future hope, to the 

Psalmist’s God? The God who hears a sinner’s cries, and his anger last’s only a second, but shows his favor a 

lifetime! He hears the wounded’s cries and heals; saves the faithful from going down the grave, and brings them back 

up from the pit! The God who allows his faithful ones tears to flow only through the night, but gives them Exceeding 

JOY in the morning!  

Sisters and Brothers in the Risen Lord and Savior, in light of the tough, uncertain and challenging times in which we 

find ourselves, permit me to share a borrowed adage: “Tough times may come, but they never last, only tough people 

last. (Author unknown).  

People of faith, let me remind us that you and I are the “TOUGH PEOPLE” referenced in the above adage! Do you 

know why? Well, the Bible tells us and I believe: 

 “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you (me) is Greater than 

the one who is in the world!” (1John4:4 NIV)!  

Remember, our “Toughness” isn’t rooted in own power and strength, but the One who continuously resides in our 

hearts and saying: “Fear not, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 

help you; I will uphold you and with my righteous right hand!” (Isaiah 41:10-NIV).     

In conclusion, again, I certainly identify with your concerns, fears and anxieties around the strange and challenging 

times in which we find ourselves due to the unexpected global pandemic “COVID-19.” Most importantly, our 

resurrected Lord and Savior Jesus Christ sees and understands our plights even more fully. As One who didn’t hold 

back his life, but sacrificed it, died and rose in order to provide us new and eternal life, we can equally confide in and 

entrust him with our safety and health amidst the ravages of the deadly pestilence, COVID-19 and its associated 

problems.  

As you might be aware, we are continuing to offer opportunities for spiritual nourishment and growth throughout the 

duration of the “Safe-At Home and Social - distancing” mandates from the government.  The Church’s office is 

being staffed by a skeleton team comprising the pastor and Church Secretary moreover, we live-stream our regular 

Sunday Bible Study from 9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. and Sunday Worship Services from 10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m. as usual. 

We also carry Daily Devotional messages from the Wisconsin Annual Conference Bishop and cabinet on our website.  

We pray and hope that everyone would be encouraged to join us every week on Facebook and the Church’s website. 

Remember, distance is neither a barrier to God’s blessings, nor is it to our services to Him! Let’s patiently 

keep the faith and confidence in our God, and we shall surely Soar like an eagle above all odds in the name of 

our Risen Christ! Belated Happier Easter! 

Blessings, 

Rev. Jakes  

Pastor 

 



 

 

   Bishop Jung has released the following announcement regarding this year's Annual Conference Session.  
 

  

April 21, 2020 

Announcement: Annual Conference Session June 5-8, 2020 – POSTPONED;  

rescheduled for  October 23-24, 2020 

 

To Wisconsin UMC Beautiful People, 

We are living in truly challenging times where our care for one another must take precedence over 

the administrative and programmatic ministries 

of our Wisconsin Conference. To that end, I have made the difficult decision to postpone this year’s 

Annual Conference Session at the KI Convention Center in Green Bay, June 5-8. 

We have been working hard with Sue D’Alessio and Angela Ullrich to reschedule Annual 

Conference and we are pleased to announce that we will hold a shortened Annual 

Conference, October 23-24, 2020 at the KI Convention Center. 

Please reserve Saturday, June 6th at 10:00am when the Cabinet will be reading the setting of 

appointments via Zoom. 

Lay and Clergy Members of the WI Annual Conference will receive more details concerning 

registration, meals, and lodging, as well as the agenda 

for the event. We understand the confusion and inconvenience this may cause, but we know that we 

can work together to make this all work out well. 

Blessings! 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

Hee-Soo Jung, PhD 

 

Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURES AND THEMES- 05/2020 

Easter 4/ Holy Communion Sunday – 05/03/2020 

Psalm 23: 1ff. 

1Peter 2: 19-25 

Acts 2: 42-47 

John 10: 1-10 

THEME:  LIVING AS A COMMUNITY 

 

Easter – 5th Sunday      05/10/2020 

(MOTHERS’ DAY) 

Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 

1Peter 2: 2-10 

Acts 7: 55-60 

John 14: 1-14 

THEME: JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE…. 

 

Easter – 6th Sunday        04/17/2020 

Psalm 66: 8-20 

Acts 17: 22-31 

1Peter 3: 13-22 

John 14: 15-21 

THEME: Holy Spirit- Our Divine Advocate 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter – 7th Sunday     05/24/2020 

ASCENSION (Heritage)  

Psalm 47: 1`ff. 

Acts 1: 1-11 

Ephesians 1: 15-23 

Luke 24: 44-53 

THEME: REMEMBER AND CLIAM YOUR 

INHERITANCE….. 

 

Pentecost Sunday - 05/31/2020 

Psalm 104: 24-34 

Acts 2: 1-21 

1Corinthians 3b-13 

John 7: 37-39 

THEME:  HOLY SPIRIT – THE FUEL FOR A 

MEANINGFUL CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN MAY!!

    

 2 - Jeff Fernholz 

 6 - Judy Vasy 

 8 - Kay McClelland 

12 - Jayne Dresen 

13 - Kim Doonan 

       Robyn Meredith 

14 - Jane Bragg 

24 - Lenore Creuziger 

26 - Melanie Kirk 

28 - Otto Nelson 

 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

MAY! 

 

14 - John & Judy Kara 

25 - Jeff & Marcia Fernholz 

28 - Stan & Debra Johnson       

 

 

 

 

 
FOOD BANK ITEM FOR MAY  

The item for May is a small bottle 

of dish soap.  Thank you for 

helping this 

great 

mission! 

Every small 

act of 

kindness 

goes a long 

way.  

 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR MAY  

Loose change offering for May 

will be sent to UMCOR.  The 

severe weather around the country 

this winter and spring has been a 

challenge for UMCOR.  Your 

contributions will assist them in 

helping those who have lost homes 

and personal belongings due to 

flooding.  Place your donation in 

the small brown envelopes found 

in the pew racks or simply indicate 

"UMCOR on your check.  Thank 

you for your continued support of 

our mission projects. 

 

Amazon Smile 

First United Methodist Church 

Racine has partnered with Amazon 

Smile to allow those of us who 

choose to purchase items from 

Amazon to donate a percentage of 

the cost of the purchase price to 

our church.  If you use Amazon, 

we hope that you will choose to 

designate First United Methodist 

Church as your charity of 

choice.  The following link will 

allow you to designate First United 

Methodist 

Church.  https://smile.amazon.com

/ch/39-0989786.  Please share this 

link with family and friends who 

would be willing to support our 

church through Amazon Smile. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JUNE NEWSLETTER INFO 

If you’d like something in the June 

newsletter please send your 

information in by May 21st  

Send it to racine1umc@tds.net or 

give me a call at (262)633-7632 

Thank you  

Liza 
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Financial News 
As we experience the creation of a new society in which we spend time at home, try to 

determine where the virus will strike next and what the new normal is; may we find peace in 

knowing that God is here watching over us.  Just a reminder, our church’s expenses continue 

through this crisis.  Even though you cannot attend church in person, if you are able and wish to 

contribute to the church’s finances, here are some suggestions. 

 

1.  A check may be sent to the church office: 745 Main Street, Racine, Wisconsin 53403.  

This will be forwarded to Sue Mills. 

2. A check may be sent directly to Sue Mills:  726 Orchard St. Racine, Wisconsin 53405 

3. If you wish to use our financial option of Vanco electronic giving, here is the procedure. 

a. Access the church’s website: www.1umcracine.org 

b. Use “Give Online” button found on the upper left hand column. 

c. Create your online profile. 

d. Use your email address, and create a password; all found on the right hand side of 

the page. 

e. Once completed, you will be sent to the donation site. 

f. Here you may offer your donation as to fund, frequency, starting and ending date. 

g. Check your data, process, and print your receipt. 

Our church continues to work at the Northside food pantry on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  

We, as a church, have contributed funding to the pantry for buying items that the food bank 

does not supply.  We continue to pay our staff as they work at church. I thank you for your 

financial help; as a church, the UMW has donated funds for the hospitality hot meals program.  

Your prayers, thoughts, and financial assistance are all appreciated.  Stay safe, share what you 

have, and pray we will soon be able to work and worship together.  

 

Yours in Christ,                  

Patti Walker 

Finance chair 
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KIDS HOSPITALITY KITS  

For the WI Conference 
 

The UMW will be creating Kids Kits that will be sent to the WI Church Conference in 

June.  They will then be sent to the Methodist sponsored crisis centers at Northcott 

Neighborhood House in Milwaukee and/or to Harbor House in Superior.  We will be asking the 

congregation for help with the cost of this worthy project.  You will find a special envelop in 

the Mother’s Day bulletin – any donation will be greatly appreciated. In the event that we are 

still unable to join in worship during the Stay Home advisory, contributions may be sent 

directly to our treasurer at the following address: 

United Methodist Women 

Carol Feest, Treasurer 

5637 Carriage Hills Drive 

Racine, WI 53406 

Update:  Annual Conference has been postponed until October; however, the UMW will still be 

assembling Kids Kits and your donations throughout the summer will be greatly appreciated. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grief Support Via Conference Call 

        If you, or someone you know, is experiencing grief, we are now offering GriefShare via conference call. It is 

still a healing and supportive environment that will help you on your grief journey. GriefShare is a recovery and 

support group that is open to the public on Saturday mornings, April 4 through May 30, 2020. The meeting time is the 

same: 10 a.m. to 12 noon.   Everyone is welcome to attend the conference call sessions. 

        GriefShare sessions feature nationally recognized experts on grief recovery topics. Sessions topics include: “The 

Journey of Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” 

        We will discuss “The Challenges of Grief”: discover more eye-opening reasons why the pain of grief is so 

overwhelming; some of the overlooked, yet common effects grief has on the mind, body, and spirit; and how to get 

things done when you don’t feel like you have any energy. 

        Individuals will learn how the death of a loved one affects their friendships; why solitude can be a blessing and a 

curse; and how to deal with friends who don’t understand their grief. 

        Please contact Jennifer White at 262.744.2405. You would need to register on online to receive the conference 

call accessing number and code. She can register you and answer additional questions and/or concerns. 

 “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18). 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
Join us on 
Our 
Facebook 
Page for 
Bible Study & 
Service at our 
regular times 

 
If you 
miss it at 
the 
regular 
time you  

 
can 
always 
Watch it 
anytime ☺ 

 
 
 

 1 2 
 
10:00 AM 
Grief Share 

 

3 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible  
Study 
10:00 am Worship 
Communion 
Fellowship 

 

4 5 6 
 
 

7 8 9 
 
10:00 AM 
Grief Share 

 

10 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowship 

 

11 12 
 

13 
 
 

14 15 16 
 
10:00 AM 
Grief Share 

 

17 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowship 

 

18 19 20 
 
 

21 22 23 
 
10:00 AM 
Grief Share 
 

 

24 
9:00 am 
Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowship 

 

25 26 27 
 
 

28 29 30 
 
10:00 AM 
Grief Share 
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in 

the name Jesus Christ 


