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“IN TIMES LIKE THESE……..”      God has a message 

for you! Are you willing to listen? 

Time and again I have either used or heard people use the expression: “In 

Times like this or these…”   This introductory phrase is often used when an 

unfavorable event and circumstance that has the potentials to generate a 

sense of uncertainty into the future actually happens or just the news about 

it hits the airways. The emotional responses of those impacted either 

directly or indirectly by the actual or the rumors of the bad situation are not 

limited only to a sense of uncertain future, but also the feelings of anxiety, 

frustration, powerlessness, despair, disappointment, numbness, etc. 

Certainly, as negative as those feelings may appear to be, the truth is that 

one or more of them are often every human’s initial emotional response to 

difficult, challenging  and even incomprehensible life threatening event, be 

it real or mere rumors. Living in a world full of so much chaos and 

vulnerabilities, it would seem to me that no one is immune or an exempt to 

any of the emotional responses mentioned above. If this is true, then it 

should also be true that we all, on one occasion or another, have heard or 

used the phrase, “In times Like These!” 

Permit to me to highlight some of the events of our time that makes the use 

of the phrase “In Times like These” very necessary for guidance and 

encouragement to ourselves, our loved ones, our community, and possibly 

the world. First of all, in times like these, when the unfolding events of our 

age seem to suggest that the Bible Prophecy of the “End Time” is closing 

on faster than we ever imagined or are prepared for. As a case in point, the 

United Methodist Denomination is at the verge of schism over 

disagreements around the Interpretations and Authority of Scriptures, with 

the issue of “human sexuality” at the forefront.    

In times like these, the news of the dangerous “Coronavirus” has become a 

reality, a worldwide pandemic. It has spread to over fifty countries 

including the United States, infected thousands of people and killed over 

two thousand human beings in China alone, and yet continues to be a 

serious threat to our very existence according to the world Health 

Organization recent ”CVID19 reports. Not only that this virus is killing 

people, but it is equally posing more damaging threats to the future of all 

the affected countries. For an example, in the United States, with just fifteen 

confirmed cases of “COVID19, it has been predicted that the economic will 

not experience any growth throughout the rest of 2020, and the possibility 
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for another economic recession is very high.   

In Times Like These, when crimes such as mass murder of innocent people in sacred spaces, work places, school 

campuses, armed robberies, drive-by shootings etcetera are on the rise, at times as closed as at our door steps. The 

“Molson Coors’ mass shooting,” Milwaukee, that left five innocent people plus the shooter dead happened on “Ash 

Wednesday,” 02/26/2020, and that’s just one of the fresh realities of the uncertainties of our times and age. 

As a Christian, “In Times Like These,” what would be your possible response? Oh, yes! It’s not just about you and 

me, but also others who might be counting on us because of our faith background “In times like these.”  How would 

you help? Remember, none of us gets a free pass when it comes to circumstances of life that tend to post threats and 

dark clouds over the future of our very existence. As for me, it is in “Times Like These” that I tend to seek and draw 

more closer to my Creator and Savior God as revealed in Jesus Christ!  

My friends, the Lenten Season is upon us. Lent is a season of forty days, excluding Sundays. It begins on Ash 

Wednesday and ends on Holy Week Saturday each year. It is a season that offers an opportunity for us to confront our 

human conditions, sins that tend to keep us at a distance from our Creator. Like the challenging times and days of the 

prophets and Jesus’ first disciples, honest repentance is not an option, but required of all believers. A contrite and 

penitent heart is the key that unlocks God’s answers to our prayers and fast for His intervention into our dark 

circumstances and uncertain future.   

“In Times Like These,” God has a message for you, me and the world. I have prayerfully selected Seven (7) scripture 

passages and listed them with prayerful hopes that you may read and meditate upon them this Lenten Season. As you 

read each lesson, I would encourage you to do so with contemplation on any of those distressing events of life 

mentioned above in mind.  

The lessons are follow:      

1. “The Lord your God is in your midst, the Mighty one will save…. (Zephaniah 3: 17 -) 

2. Jesus got up, rebuke the wind and said to the waves, Quiet! Be still!” and they obeyed him. (Mark 4:39-41 ).  

3. “Look at the birds of the air, they do not sow or reap or store in bans, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more than they?” (Matthew 6: 26-). 

4. “Be not anxious for nothing, but in everything (good, bad and even worst), by prayer and supplications, with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God, and the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ, Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7 )    

5. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways, submit to 

Him and He will make your paths straight!” (Proverbs 3: 5-6). 

6. “Cast all your anxieties upon the Lord because He cares for you!” (1Peter 5: 7). 

7. “When I am afraid, I put my trust in You..!” (Psalm 56: 3). 

Finally remember, “In Times Like These,” God is saying, “Be Still and know that I am God, I will be exalted in all 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” (Psalm 46:10).Our God is bigger and more powerful than any life’s event! 

Let’s heed His call and encourage others to do the same.  

 

Have a very Lent 

Rev. Jakes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURES AND THEMES – 03/2020 

 

1st Sunday – Lent     03/01/2020   Holy Communion 

Psalm 32: 1ff. 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Romans 5: 12-19 

Matthew 4: 1-11 

Theme: Jesus’ Temptation- life lessons for daily Christian living 

 

 

2nd Sunday- Lent   03/08/2020 

Psalm 121:1f. 

Genesis12: 1-4a 

Romans 4:1-5;13-17 

John 3: 1-17 

Theme: In Jesus, there’s room for all, even SCEPTICS… 

 

 

3rd Sunday – Lent         03/15/2020 

Psalm 95: 1ff. 

Exodus17: 1-7  

Romans 5: 5-11 

John 4: 5-42 

Theme: The Power of Personal Witness... 

 

 

4th Sunday – Lent       03/22/2020 

UMCOR 

Psalm 23:1ff. 

1 Samuel 16: 1-13 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9: 1- 41 

Theme: Just an Encounter with Jesus…! Have you?  

 

 

5th Sunday - Lent     03/29/2020 

Psalm 130: 1ff. 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Romans 8: 6-11 

John 11: 1- 45 

Theme: The Power of Unshakable Faith …… 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN 

MARCH! 

 2 – Sue Mills                               

 6 – Amie Jean Feest                     

      Nathan Michael              

 14 – Dawn Nejedly                     

15 – Scott Boehm                        

16 – Patti Walker                         

18 – Debby Ganaway                    

28 – Carol Christensen         

         

 

 

 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN 

MARCH! 

29 – Justin & Shannon Hirth 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR 

MARCH 

Food bank item for March is 

Chunky soup.  Bring your 

donations to church any time 

and place them in the crates 

near the entrances.  All food 

collected is distributed by 

the North Side Food Pantry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

USHER SCHEDULE 

March 1 
August Grulich 

 

March 8 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

Jan Rosellini 

 

March 15  

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

August Grulich 

 

March 22 

Jeff Fernholz 

 

March 29 

Ricky Castro 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

 
If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your assigned 

day, please contact someone 

from the usher list to substitute 

for you. Thanks. 

 

Others, who might like to serve 

the church in this way, please 

contact the church office. 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR MARCH  

will be used to help send our 

members to church camp.  First 

Church provides 75% of 

registration fees for any members 

who wish to attend any camp at 

Lake Lucerne or Pine Lake 

(check out the camping brochure 

on the sanctuary tables).  Your 

loose change offering will help to 

provide these funds.  Thank you 

for your continued support of our 

mission projects. 

 

 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 

SUNSHINE AND OUTDOOR 

FUN? 

Be sure to pick up one of the 

camping brochures located on the 

sanctuary tables!  Now is the time 

to select the perfect camp for you 

and your family.  

Grandparent/child camp is one of 

the camps we have promoted over 

the years.  Again this year, Carol 

Feest and Karen Robotka will be 

co-directing this camp at Lake 

Lucerne July 12-15th.  Of course 

there are many other options 

available at our two wonderful 

camps – Pine Lake and Lake 

Lucerne. 

            First Church has 

graciously offered to pay 75% of 

the registration fee for any 

members who wish to attend any 

of these camps.  Contact the 

church office to take advantage of 

this offer.  And – if you register 

before March 31 you will get a 

free t-shirt for each camper 

registered!  Join us as we 

experience God’s creation in a 

faith-filled camp setting. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women News 



 

December Meeting 

 

Thanks to everyone who made the UMW Christmas Luncheon a big success!  21 

members and guests enjoyed the lunch and participated in the program led by Patti 

Walker.  We all were able to answer the questions, “Where were you? or What should 

we do?”  We also had fun learning how to make an origami box. 

  

March Meeting- March 12, 2020 

A brief business meeting will be held in the Reep Room at 11:00 a.m.   We will be 

discussing the future of United Methodist Women at First Church. 

Luncheon will served at noon.  Reservations can be made by calling Lenore Creuziger 

(262-699-4637) by Tuesday March 10th.  There will be no charge for this luncheon. 

Everyone is welcome to come for all or parts of this day’s activities. 

 

 

Faith To Life Bible Study 

The Faith To Life Bible Study is ongoing every second Sunday thru the rest of the Sundays of each month.  It 

takes place in the Reep Room from 9:00 am – 9:45 am. The new book we’ll be studying is “Jesus, The God Who 

Knows Your Name” by Max Lucado. Copies are available in the church office for a donation of $15.00 each. 

Come let’s equip ourselves with God’s word together! 

 

 

Ushers Needed 
Are you looking for a way to help at church? We’re in need of ushers. 

If you’re interested in being an usher please call the office at 262-633-7632 and we’ll 

get you signed up  
 

LENTEN MEDITATION AND QUIET 
Beginning Tuesday 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. throughout the Lenten Season, the Sanctuary will be 

opened to all who desire to have personal /family prayer time.  Remember, this is the season 

that invites us into a time of personal spiritual renewal and growth through reflection and 

meditation with our God.   
 



 

***Daylight Savings*** 

      Sunday March 8th 

 

 

 
Up Coming Events 
Annual Conference – June 5th – June 8th  

Grand Parents Camp – July 12th – July 15th  

Christian Disciple Farm Camp – August 3rd – August 7th  

 

 

Grief Share Support Group 
No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.  We understand how deeply 

grief and loss hurt people and families, and we simply wanted you to know about our Grief Share 

group. It’s a place where many people have found they can begin putting their lives back together 

again. 

What is Grief Share?  Grief Share is a weekly video seminar featuring some of the nation’s 

foremost experts on grief recovery topics. Each seminar is combined with a small group discussion 

time to allow group participants to talk about the content of the seminar and about how they are 

dealing with the death of their loved one. 

As we come to the end of our first Grief Share seminar, we have witnessed God’s healing power 

work in the hearts of each participant. The next session will start on March 7, 2020 through May 30, 

2020.  

We meet on Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 745 Main St., Racine, 

WI. 

If you would like more information or to register for the seminar, please feel free to talk with 

Jennifer White after church or reach her by phone at 262.633.7632. 

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18 

NIV). 

 



 

 

Amazon Smile 
First United Methodist Church Racine has partnered with Amazon Smile to allow those of us who 

choose to purchase items from Amazon to donate a percentage of the cost of the purchase price to 

our church.  If you use Amazon, we hope that you will choose to designate First United Methodist 

Church as your charity of choice.  The following link will allow you to designate First United 

Methodist Church. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0989786.  Please share this link with family and friends who would 

be willing to support our church through Amazon Smile. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’d like something in the April newsletter, please send your information in by  

March 20, 2020   

Send it to racine1umc@tds.net or give me a call at (262) 633-7632 
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world in 

the name Jesus Christ!   

 
 

 


