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HOUSEHOLD WREATH 

 
THE “ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WREATH”- what’s the significance, if 

any?  

My Christian Friends,  

Pre-Christmas greetings to you and your families in the name of the 

expected, yet present, Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The fact that most of the practices and symbols used in our faith Traditions 

to communicate its divine message were borrowed from both ancient and 

contemporary cultures cannot be denied. As you might be aware, some of 

the holidays, hymns/songs, etcetera that we claim to be “Christian’s” today 

actually came from other cultures including secular.   

 Therefore, as a curious Christian, I often try to find out the origin and 

significance of some of those symbolisms and practices.  So, in this article, 

I will briefly explore the use of “Wreath” at the beginning of  

Advent/Christmas Season each year.  

You and I know that “Wreath” is simply made of ordinary materials such 

as leaves, fruits, flowers, foliage, intertwined or arranged in a circular 

shape. This intertwined object was originally used either as a common 

household ornament or a decoration worn as a mark of honor or victory.  

So, what’s the significance of the “Wreath” as Christians use it each year 

at the very beginning of the season they claim marks the celebration of 

their Savior’s Birth?   
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THE CHRISTIANIZED WREATH 

   

Friends, let’s be clear that Christians throughout the ages have always adopted all kinds of 

symbols regardless of their origin and original nature. This seems to be in line with the nature of 

the God whom we serve! Our God is the Creator of the universe and all therein. (Gen. 1:1-2). 

Our God has the ability to create something out of nothing, and transform even the most useless 

into the invaluable (1Peter 2:10), all to the glory of His own name. This God has also endowed 

us, the human creature made in his own “Image”, with the capacity to be creative and do greater 

things, (John14:12).  Consequently, the modern day Christians adapted and modified a common 

household decorative, “wreath,” into a symbol of exciting expression of the joyful celebration of 

their Savior’s birth. So, the once ordinary wreath has been transformed to be used for divine 

purposes. Following the transformation, the wreath now has a new descriptive name, i. e. 

“Advent /Christmas Wreath as well as new significance with respect to our faith expressions. 

The “Advent/Christmas Wreath” symbolizes: 1. The circular form- symbolizes eternity, an 

unending circle of life, growth and everlasting life. 2. The Advent Wreath also represents a 

welcoming and open environment that acknowledges the Christmas season, adds beauty and 

warmth to many homes or businesses every Christmastime. My friends, the Advent / Christmas 

Wreath contains vast meanings that I cannot fully cover in this little article. However, I have 

couple of simple, yet very important messages that I would like to share with you: 1. Our God is 

always in the business of making all things new and more useful.  And2. If God can bless and 

add deep meanings and values to an insignificant material,   we can rest assured that he certainly 

has a better plan (Jer. 29: 11), for each of us as we transition from 2019 into 2020.  

Remember, love, hope, peace and joy are the true intrinsic nature and significance of the Christ 

Child’s birth, observed at Christmas! Ours is to let go, and trust God with whatever our life’s 

circumstance.  You and I matter most to our God! (Zech. 2:8; Isa. 49:16; Matt. 6:26) 

You have a Merry Christmas, and a very prosperous New Year in the name of the Christ-child.  

 

Blessings,   

Rev. Jakes  

Pastor     

 
  



 

 

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES – 12/2019 

Advent - 1st Sunday & 

Holy Communion 12/01/2019 

 

Psalm 122:ff.  

Isaiah 2:1-8 

Romans 13:11-14 

Luke 2: 26-38 

Theme: Christ, the Child of Hope 

 

Advent – 2nd Sunday - 12/08/2019 

Psalm 72:1-7 

Amos 4:1-12 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3: 1-12 

Theme: Life in the Interim 

 

 

Advent – 3rd Sunday - 12/15/2019 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

James 5: 7-10 

Matthew11: 2-11 

Theme: THE CHOIR’S CHRISTMAS 

MUSICAL OFFERINGS  

 

 

 

 

 

Advent 4th Sunday - 12/22/2019  

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

Isaiah7: 10-16 

Romans 11: 107 

Matthew 1: 18-25 

Theme: Christ, the Prince of Peace/ 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE – 12/24/2019 

Psalm 96:1ff  

Isaiah 9: 2-7 

Titus 2: 11-14 

Luke 2: 1-20 

Theme: CHRIST, THE LIGHT OF THE 

WORLD SERVICE @6:P.M 

 

1st Sunday – Christmas - 12/29/2019 

Psalm 148: 1ff. 

Isaiah 63: 7-9 

Hebrews 2: 10-18 

Matthew 2: 13-23 

Theme:  SO WHAT NOW……??  

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

  5 - Fred Ganaway 

  6 - Kelson Meredith 

       Jakes Quaye 

11 - Cody Baker 

17 - Daelyn Toutant 

19 - Ruth Rinehart 

21 - Karen Robotka 

22 - Samantha Baker 

23 - Dylan Reed 

24 – Trevor Magnuson 

26 - Virginia Harnett 

29 - Pete Feest Sr. 

       Grace Manchester 

       Tamara Burgos 

 

 
 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR 

DECEMBER 

 will be Hamburger Helper.  This 

is just a suggestion – all non-

perishable food products are 

always welcome.  The local food 

banks are serving many, many 

more families this year and your 

donation of food is not only 

greatly needed, but greatly 

appreciated.  Bring your items to 

church anytime. 

LOOSE CHANGE 

OFFERING FOR 

DECEMBER  

will benefit the local ARC 

program.  The Arc Advocates 

for children and adults with 

intellectual and developmental 

disabilities by safeguarding 

their rights, promoting 

independence and inclusion in 

school & community life.  

Simply place your loose 

change, or more, in the small 

brown envelope found in the 

pew rack and place it in the 

offering plate.  Thank you for 

your continued support of our 

outreach ministry. 

 

 

 
 

LET’S GIVE THEM A 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

Pastor Marino Chacon has 

asked for our help in giving the 

children of his congregation a 

Merry Christmas.   You will 

find the names and ages of the 

children on cards on the tree in 

the narthex.  Please take a card 

and purchase a toy/gift for the 

child named (about $15.00 so 

all are somewhat equal), wrap 

the gift, tape the card to the gift 

and (this is the important part) 

RETURN THE GIFT TO THE 

CHURCH NO LATER THAN 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st.  

Thank you for making someone’s 

Christmas merry!! 

 

 
 

USHER SCHEDULE 

December 1 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

August Grulich 

 

December 8 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

Jan Rosellini 

 

December 15 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

August Grulich 

 

December 22 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

Jeff Fernholz 

 

December 29 

Ricky Castro 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your 

assigned day, please contact 

someone from the usher list to 

substitute for you. Thanks. 

 

 

  
   

 

 



United Methodist Women News 

  

    The UMW Christmas Luncheon will 

be December 5th in the Social Room at 

12:00. Reservations can be made by calling 

Lenore Creuziger by noon Tuesday 

December 3th.  There is no charge for this 

luncheon. 

       Starting at 1 p.m. Patti Walker will lead 

a special program – come see what she has 

created this year! 

      A brief business meeting will be held in 

the Reep Room at 11:00 a.m.  We will be 

making plans for 2020. 

      Everyone is welcome to come for all or 

parts of this day’s activities. 

 

SANTA’S BREAKFAST  

 

Santa’s Breakfast will take place on 

Saturday, December 7 at 9:00 am. We need 

help in several areas including:  set up and 

decorating the tables, making pancake & 

sausage, helping with crafts, clean up.  

There will be a signup sheet on the 

fellowship table where you can volunteer to 

help with this fun event.  Then be sure to tell 

your family and friends to attend with their 

children.  There will be no charge for the 

event – a free will offering will be accepted. 

So mark your calendars now!  December 

will be here before we know it. 

 

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP  
 

Are you grieving the loss of someone close 

to you? Find comfort and support at 

Grief Share. The Grief Share group 

started Saturday November 2nd and will 

continue thru January 25th, 10:00 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m. at 1st United Methodist 

Church. It is a 13-week seminar/support 

group. You can join at any time! For 

more information see Jennifer after 

service or reach her by phone at 

262.633.7632. 
  

AMAZON SMILE 

 

First United Methodist Church Racine has 

partnered with Amazon Smile to allow those 

of us who choose to purchase items from 

Amazon to donate a percentage of the cost 

of the purchase price to our church.  If you 

use Amazon, we hope that you will choose 

to designate First United Methodist Church 

as your charity of choice.  The following 

link will allow you to designate First United 

Methodist 

Church.  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-

0989786.  Please share this link with family 

and friends who would be willing to support 

our church through Amazon Smile. 

 

Sign up for the lighting of the Advent 

wreath candle & reading 
The signup sheet is on the back table. The dates 

needed are Dec 1, 8, 15, and 22nd. 

 

Readers needed for our Christmas Eve 

Service 

 
Reader 1 – 

A Litany of Advent Hope Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

Reader 2 – Luke 2:15-20 

 

What the Honor Flight meant to me: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=3V7M78M7OKOAI&M=urn:rtn:msg:201811281519185e9fb543caa14364945d6a160e60p0na&R=1I3AAOOGXYLN9&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F39-0989786%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=DR1MA2F3MARJSQXTEFKKQPUSAWSA&ref_=pe_1723670_203812010
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=3V7M78M7OKOAI&M=urn:rtn:msg:201811281519185e9fb543caa14364945d6a160e60p0na&R=1I3AAOOGXYLN9&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F39-0989786%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=DR1MA2F3MARJSQXTEFKKQPUSAWSA&ref_=pe_1723670_203812010


 

 On September 28, 2019 I experienced a day that will never be able to be forgotten. 

Waiting at 

the airport for the flight to take off and seeing the mass of Veterans that I would be going 

with. From talking to other Veterans, hearing their stories and seeing other in disbelief of 

what they were experiencing. 

getting thanks from total strangers. The guardians were there to be our protectors just like we 

were in the  

wars to protect our loved ones and those we would never know.  

 

 I wish I could tell you all of the experience and feelings of that day but I wish for those 

that are awaiting their Honor Flight to be as surprised and touches as I was. And those that 

have experienced  

know what I’m talking about: form the laughter to the tears (yes, Marines do cry). 

 

 God, Country and Family: These 3 things are the most important things to me, not 

necessarily in this order but sometimes in this order. I want to thank everyone who has ever 

know or even loved a Veteran to know that we did what we did for God, Country and Family 

and we would do it again if needed. 

 

                                                                                                                                 August  

 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 
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December 2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:00 am 
 FFRANC 
Breakfast 
10:00 am Worship 
Communion 
Fellowship 
10:30 Chu. School 
 

Charge Conf. 
3:00 pm 

2 
 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
UM Women’s  
Luncheon  
 
 

6 
 
 
 

710:00 am 
Grief Share     
Support Group 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 
 

Santa’s 
Breakfast 
9am 
 

8 
9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 

Carpet 
Install 

12 
 
 

Carpet  
Install 

13 
 
 
 

14 
9:00 am 
Controlling 
Community 
Violence 
10:00 am 
Grief Share 
Support Group 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 
 
 15 

9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
10:00 am 
Grief Share 
Support Group 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 

22 
 
9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 
 

23 
 

24 
 
Christmas  Eve 
Service 6pm 

25 
 

Christmas Day 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
10:00 am 
Grief Share 
Support Group 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 

29 
9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 

11:00 am  
New Year’s Potluck 

30 31  
 
New Year’s Eve 
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  First United Methodist Church 

 

The Vision statement: 

Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ 

 

 

The Mission statement: 

Gather, Equip, and Serve our community and the world 

in the name Jesus Christ!   

 
 


