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“TROUBLED, BUT NOT DESTROYED!” 
8
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair                 (2 Corinthians 4:8 - 

NRSV)  

 

Fellow believers gathered at Racine 1
st
 UM Congregation, greetings and a 

warmed welcome to the new season of the year in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Savior. I don’t know what your summer was like, but leaving 

each passing season with an attitude of gratitude and approaching the new 

with a heart of hope for the future can be very rewarding! I prayerfully 

encourage us to exhibit such attitudes at all times on our Faith Journey. 

 

 
 

Happy and a very Blessed Fall!! 

 

In light of the above, I am tempted to reflect on the topic: “Troubled, but 

not Destroyed,” as asserted and proclaimed by one of the heroes and giants 

of our Faith, the “Apostle Paul.” In Paul’s letter to the Christians at Corinth, 

he records his personal relationship with the Church and the hardships he 

had to endure on this second mission trip and field. He goes through all 

kinds of trials and turbulence because of the Apostle’s passion and 

commitment to seeing Christ’s Mission and salvific Message to the 

Corinthian Christians grounded and fruitful. Therefore, the Apostle refuses 

to give in to those hardships and difficulties, instead focuses solely 
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on his faith in the Master and Lord Jesus Christ, who is the author and finishers of his as well as our faith. (Heb. 12: 2-

KJV). 

 

Can you relate to the narratives of the Apostle Paul’s struggles and difficulties he had to go through for the sake of his 

Mission in the ancient city of Corinth?   

  

Well, one might rightly argue that the difficulties and hardships 1
st
 Century Christians and preachers faced are not the 

same as those we face in 21
st
 Century Church, including here at Racine 1

st
 UM congregation. However, it is also true 

that those obstacles and barriers to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ such as: bureaucratic structures, doctrinal 

crisis, reluctance to accepting the gospel, envy, prejudices, blasphemies, and all other forms of difficulties and hardships 

that negatively affected the first century Christian Brothers and Sisters are pretty much alive today and active in the life 

of the 21
st
 Century Church.  

 

The evidence of the presence of the those first century vices that worked against the spreading of Jesus Christ’s 

message of salvation in today’s Church are overwhelming. For instance, the issues of the interpretations and authority 

of the Holy Bible was and still a major cause of conflict and division among many denominations including our own 

United Methodist Church. It is no secret that the United Methodist Church it’s on the verge of splitting due to 

disagreement over the ordination of  homosexuals and clergy officiating at such relationships. This is an issue that has 

been in the United Methodist Church since 1968. Unfortunately, not much has been done by the Church’s highest and 

only legislative decision making body, the “General Conference” up to now.  

 

Consequently, this half a century unresolved issue resurfaced at the seat of the 2016 General Conference.  The Judicial 

Council of the General Conference was mandated to seek a way forward. At the seat of the February 2019 Special 

Session of the General Conference, the denomination reaffirmed its half a century old position on homosexuals by a 

vote of 54% in favor to 38% against. Since then, churches in the United Methodist Jurisdictional, Annual and Districts 

Conferences, specifically in the United States, are divided over the reaffirmed decision. 

 

 As the saying goes, “When two elephants fight, the grass suffers!” As the results of this doctrinal disagreement at 

the top, the local congregations including ours, Racine 1
st 

UM Congregation, is presently going through intense 

pressures and difficulties as some families have already withdrawn their membership.  

Indeed, these are challenging times not only for us, but for all faithful and should be lifelong members of United 

Methodist Church and Local Congregations. 

 

In the words of the Apostle Paul, Yes, we are hard pressed on every side in every way, but thank God, we not 

destroy!!  

 

In the midst of all of these, we need to draw courage and strength from the Apostle Paul’s comforting words to the 

Church at Philippi, today’s Church and even ours as follow:  

“13  Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do : forgetting what 

lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the [heavenly] prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:13-15-(AMP)! 

Key among our challenges includes but not limited to difficulties with attracting new members into our congregation. 

However, we remain focus on our goals and continue to develop new ways for effective ministry and mission among 

ourselves and the larger community. Over the last several months we have developed new ministry and mission 

strategies guided by simple, yet effective, vision and mission statements as seen on this postal:  



 
 

Our VISION: Inspire all to live faithfully in Jesus Christ.” MISSION: Gather (Heb. 10:25); Equip ourselves 

(2Tim. 2:2), and to Serve (Matt. 25: 40).  

 

My friends, taking the message of the Gospel through ministry and mission events that express Christ-like love and 

fellowship in our community with prayerful hope of making new disciples of Jesus Christ is very central to our call and 

is our goal. 

 The following are photos of one of our summer outreach events known as” First United and Neighbors Fest” (FUN 

FEST), held second Saturday of September every year.  This year’s FUN Fest brought together a cross-session of 

community members including children, parents/grandparents, the homeless, Police and Fire Departments as well as 

members of our congregation.  

    

 

     
Kids’ face painting and Bouncy House 

 

     
Fire Dept. & K9 Unit / Meals’ Time 

 

     
Table Prize Raffle Draw of donated items 



 

Furthermore, we recently employed a Coordinator for our Family Education and Nurture Ministries. The new 

Coordinator is Rev. Jennifer White. Rev. Jennifer is an ordained Minister of the AME Church/ second year student of 

Garrett Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL.  This is another important step toward effective ministry/mission efforts 

among our members and the larger community.  

 

My friends, indeed we are pressed hard on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair. In these 

difficult times, our congregation needs everyone’s collective prayer, gift and grace in order to continue the wonderful 

ministries and mission endeavors among ourselves and the community in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

Thanks, for all you are, all you do and all you continue to be and do for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

YOU ALL HAVE A VERY BLESSED AND A HAPPY FALL SEASON!  

 

In His service together, 

Rev. Jakes   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

SCRIPTURES/THEMES …………………10/2019 
 

Pentecost 17th/ Holy Communion Sunday- 10/06/2019 
Psalm 137: 1ff 
Ephesians 4: 1-6 
Luke 17: 5-10 
Theme: Believers’ Duties in Christ: Walk in Unity 
 
Pentecost 18th Sunday ………….10/13/2019 
Psalm 66: 1-12 
Ephesians 4: 7-16 
Luke 17: 11-19 
Theme: Believers’ Duties in Christ: Gifted to Operate in diversity…… 
 
Pentecost 19th Sunday ………10/20/2019 (LAITY SUNDAY) 
Psalm 119: 97-104 
Ephesians 4:17-32 
Luke 18:1-8 
Theme: Believers’ Duties in Christ: Put Off the Old Self …… 
 
Pentecost 20th Sunday ………10/27/2019 (CHILDREN’S SABBATH) 
Psalm 65: 1ff.  
Joel 23-32 
Ephesians 5: 1-14 
Luke 18: 9-14 
Theme: Believers’ Duties in Christ:  Imitate God…… 
 
 

 



 

To all our “Birth Days, 

anniversaries and other 

milestones celebrants of this 

blessed month of October 2019, 

we prayerfully wish you all 

God’s richest blessings. 

May God’s presence and power 

continue to be upon you, 

reassuring you and your 

families God’s constant love 

and grace now and many more 

years to come through Jesus 

Christ our Lord and Friend. 

Amen! Shalom!! 

Rev. Jakes 

 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY’S IN 

OCTOBER 

 14 - Danny Buhler 

16 - Mark Buhler 

       Marilyn Nelson 

17 - Roger Oakley 

21 – Lorena Dahn 

23 - Angel Thiel 

24 - Jane Crawford 

24 –Trevor Rasmussen 

25 - Rick Michael 

28 - Jacob Boehm 

 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES IN 

OCTOBER  

 2 - Pete & Tracie Feest 

 3 - Robb & Becky Meredith 

12 - Andy & Jill DeRosia 

14 - Harvey & Carol Randecker 

17 – Dean & Brittany Piliouras 

18 - Ben & Amanda Schnaare 

24 - Rick & Beth Michael 

26 – Jean & Keith Whiteside 

30 - Rick & Eva Hoaglund 

 

USHER SCHEDULE 

October 6 

Jeff Fernholz 

August Grulich 

Ricky Castro 

 

October 13 

Chuck & Jane Bragg 

Jan Rosellini 

 

October 20 

Roger & Betty Oakley 

August Grulich 

 

October 27 

Jeff Fernholz 

Ricky Castro 

Jan Rosellini 

 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter/usher on your assigned 

day, please contact someone 

from the usher list to substitute 

for you. Thanks. 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

FOR OCTOBER 

October’s offering will benefit 

UNICEF.  Simply place your  

change in the small brown 

envelope found in the pew racks 

or on the sanctuary tables and 

place it in the offering plate.  Your 

continued support of our various 

mission projects is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR 

OCTOBER  

Will be tooth paste.  Bring your 

donation to church on any Sunday 

of the month and place it in the 

crates located near the church 

entrances.  All items will be taken 

to the North Side Food Bank at 

Trinity UMC for distribution.  

Thanks. 

 

HOT MEAL PROGRAM  

First Church is responsible for the 

Hot Meal at St. Luke’s Hospitality 

Center on Monday, October 28
th
. 

We will be needing volunteers. 

If you can help by providing a 

casserole or with serving & clean 

up, please sign on the sheets 

located on the tables in the 

sanctuaries.  Thank you for your 

continued support of this 

Outreach ministry. 

 

WORLD COMMUNION 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 

Join other Christians around the 

world as we come together to 

share the sacrament of Holy 

Communion during worship on 

Sunday, October 6
th
.  You’ll find a 

special offering envelope in your 

bulletin on that Sunday.  The 

United Methodist World 

Communion Sunday offering 

makes a difference for people like 

Chelsea Tubbs.  Growing up in a 

loving family, Chelsea Tubbs was 

active in school sports and 

activities at Burton’s Chapel 

United Methodist church, 

Cookeville, Tennessee. “The 

church has kept me grounded and 

has always been there to support 

me and reward me for my 

accomplishments,” she said.  

Thanks for your gifts on World 

Communion Sunday, Ethnic 

Scholar Chelsea can pursue a law 

career.  Thanks for your support 

of our Special Sunday Offerings. 

 



 

United Methodist Women News 

 September Meeting 

 During the brief September 12th business meeting, 

we decided on the following: 

·         2020 pledge to the Southeast District 

will be $800. 

·         $500 scholarship was awarded to 

Garfield Voker. 

·         The 2020 slate of officers was not 

finalized. 

·         Marilyn Nelson reported on 

the August 12
th

 Birthday Celebration with 

the Bethany group. This celebration 

included 2 Birthdays and the arrival of 2 

new babies.  Also, we celebrated one family 

moving to their own home. 

    The fall themed luncheon was hosted by Jayne 

Dresen, Penny Giese provided an informative 

presentation about the greeting card ministry at 

Faithbridge/Franksville Church.  She 

demonstrated how the cards are made and the 

supplies the group uses to make these unique 

cards.  She also noted how the group has branched 

out to serve the members of their congregation. 

 Upcoming Dates  

October 5 – South East District Annual Fall Gathering 

at Delevan. The keynote speaker will be Rev. Grace 

Cajiut, a nationally known music and event leader.  

October 12 – Sack Lunch 

October 14 – Birthday Celebration at Bethany 

Apartments. 

October 18-19 – Wisconsin Conference Annual 

Gathering at Black River Falls. This is a special 

150
th
 anniversary celebration of United Methodist 

Women and its predecessor organizations.  

October 28 – Hot Meals program 

December 12 – Christmas Luncheon/Meeting 

  

 

 

 
 

HELP US BUILD THE 

PLAYGROUND AT LAKE LUCERNE 

 
 In a recent email from camp we have 

learned that we are VERY close to meeting 

our goal of $11,000!  “As we currently stand 

we are at $6240 raised toward the project. 

However, I have had a conversation with a 

donor that is willing to get us the rest of the 

way to our $11,000 goal at the end of the 

year should we get to at least $7000. Which 

means we are $760 away from being able to 

guarantee that we will make our goal by the 

end of 2019!”  Okay – here is where your 

help is needed.  On Sunday, October 

20 immediately following worship during 

fellowship time our kids will be selling 

cupcakes and cookies (decorated by the kids!) 

to help reach this amazing goal.  So, come to 

church that day prepared to take home some 



of these goodies.  As always, your support of 

the camping ministry is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2019 
 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  1 2 
 
6:00 pm 
Choir Practice 
7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

3 4 5 
 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 

 

6 
9:00 am 
 FFRANC 
Breakfast 
10:00 am Worship 
Communion 
Fellowship 
10:30 Chu. School 

7 8 9 
 
6:00 pm 
Choir Practice 
7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

10 11 12 
 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 

 

13 
9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 

14 15 
6:00 pm 
Finance 
Meeting 
7:00 pm 
Ad Council 
Meeting 

16 
 
6:00 pm 
Choir Practice 
7:30pm 
Youth Group 

17 18 19 
 
9:00 am 
CCV 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 

 

20 
9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 

21 22 23 
 
6:00 pm 
Choir Practice 
7:30pm 
Youth Group 

24 25 26 
 
Noon 
Sack Lunch 

 

27 
9:00 am 
 Faith to Life Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Morning 
Worship/Fellowshp 
10:30 Chu. School 

28 29 30 
 
6:00 pm 
Choir Practice 
7:30 pm 
Youth Group 

31   

13 Weeks Grief Share Group at 1st United Methodist Church 
 

     “Praise be to God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). Are you an individual or family experiencing grief 

and emotional pain due to the death of a loved one and/or friend? If so, 1st  United Methodist Church 

would like to offer you comfort. You will experience a safe healing environment filled with love, compassion, 

and facilitators who have experienced grief, comfort, and answered the call from God to be a grief support 

to others.  

 A GriefShare group will help group members apply biblical principles to the healing process after 

the death of a loved one. As participants view videos and complete their workbook, they will see how the 

gospel brings hope and restoration. 



Most churches do a wonderful job of caring for grieving people from their congregation in the 

immediate days surrounding a death and funeral. However, A GriefShare group allows 1st United 

Methodist Church to offer additional support and comfort because it is designed to extend ministry into the 

long months that follow, when people around the griever have returned to their normal, busy lives. 

There is a $20 fee to cover the cost of the workbook. Those who are interested can call the church at 

262.633-7632.  

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
745 Main Street  

Racine, WI 53403-1211 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  First United Methodist Church 

 

         The Vision statement: 

• To provide a community for people to experience God 

and find inspiration for daily living. 

 

The Mission statement: 

• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through 

Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others. 

 



“A perfect church for imperfect people” 
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