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TAKING LENT ALONG LIFE’S JOURNEYS:

Before talking about Lent, let alone take it along life’s journeys, let’s not forget what
gave birth and momentum to Lent. As you might be aware, it’s ASH WEDNESDAY!
Welcome to Ash Wednesday! The story is told of a pastor who had gone to visit a very
sick and hospitalized member on the morning of Ash Wednesday. Before leaving the
patient’s room, the pastor said to the patient, ‘Have a Happy Ash Wednesday!” The sick
member looked confused, and asked, “What was that?” “Have a happy Ash
Wednesday,” the pastor repeated himself. The patient thought for a moment, smiled,
and reluctantly answered, “Oh yeah, you have a happy Ash Wednesday too.” So, what
is this ASH WEDNESDAY? It is the first day of Lent! Ash Wednesday originates from the
Biblical Tradition of either rubbing, sitting in or adorning with ashes and accompanied
by fasting and praying as signs of true repentance from sins. This was in response to
God’s call upon his people and nation through his messengers. It is also known as “Day
of Ashes!” We continue the ancient practice of taking on ashes by putting ashes on
individual’s forehead in the sign of a cross. As United Methodists, we emphasize a dual
encounter in Ash Wednesday: We belief by taking on the Ashes, one confronts his/her
own mortality, and then jointly confess’ his/her sin before God within the community of
faith.
So, giving the nature of “Ash Wednesday,” one should see why the patient was
confused about his pastor’s farewell, “Have a Happy Ash Wednesday!” It could not
easily make sense! Happy and Ash Wednesday just don’t match! In all honesty,
confronting one’s mortality and confessing sins in the public can be a real challenge!
However, the good news, Ash Wednesday alerts and helps us prepare for a longer
journey of faith and actions known as Lent!
Lent, simply defined, is “SPRING! Lent is a period of fasting, moderation, and self-denial!
It provides us the opportunity to reboot our worn out spirit; jumpstart and reinvigorate
our physical strength as Christ’s Disciples over a period of forty days (40 days) excluding
Sundays, beginning Ash Wednesday and ending on Easter Sunday.
This brings us to my invitation to “Take Lent Alone the rest of life’s journeys.” “Taking
Alone life’s journeys” would involve: 1. Humbly recognizing the sovereignty of God; and
2. Viewing life as a sacred and gracious gift from a Sovereign God. Now, with such
understanding of life as it relates to our Lenten Journey, we approach Lent with an even
more ardent desire to grow spiritually and physically closer to God. As the forty days
experience of growing closer to God begin to take roots in our hearts, the process of
either diminishing ungodly desires or eliminating some, if not all, of those unhealthy
habits no longer becomes unsurmountable task, but one of exceeding joy and peace
during and beyond the entire Holy Week. Here are some suggested scriptural exercises
to help keep us a bit focus on Lent:

1st. The Lenten decisions – when? Hear what the
Apostle Paul says: “Behold, now is the acceptable time,
behold, now is the day of salvation!”(2Cor. 6:2). He
encourages us to reflect on an area in our lives to see
what needs to be worked on, and take it to the Lord in
prayer. 2nd. Self-denial - imagine the weight of the cross
Jesus bore for you! Ask yourself the hard, but important
question: What is it that I must deny myself of in order
to be a better disciple of Jesus Christ? (Luke 9:23).
3. Practical Faith in daily life- during this season, go out
of your way to be or do something transformative in
either your community or for someone in need. (Isaiah
58: 7-8)
4th. Observe and Keep the Sabbath Holy- Intentionally
decide that Sunday belongs and would set it aside for
attending Church! ( Isaiah 58: 13,14.
5th. Ask God for a Steadfast Heart- make an “Undivided
heart” your Lenten resolution. Share that resolution
with a trusted person to whom you will be accountable.
(Ezekiel 11:19).
6th. Choose and do One act of Mercy- act of mercy is
one John Wesley’s Means of grace based Jesus’ “White
Throne Judgement Parable” recorded in the Gospel of
Matthew. Read Matthew 25: 31-45. Prayerfully ask the
Lord to lead you in doing one act of Mercy “for one of
the Least” Jesus referred to in Matthew 25:45.
My friends, these six Lenten exercises could possibly
compensate for the rest of the Lenten Practices
including acts of Piety such as Prayer, fast, etcetera.
Remember, the Christian Faith is about relationship
building and sharing. We begin with God and share that
experience with those with whom we interact and
possibly rub shoulders every. Lent reminds of our Lord’s
redemptive sacrifices for sinners like you and me! It
also provides us the opportunity to enact our Lord‘s
sacrificial life-style in our daily lives. With prayers and
joyful hearts, let us take Lent with us life’s journeys in
Jesus’ name!
HAVE A BLESSED LENTEN SEASON!
Rev. Jakes

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES - 03/2019
Epiphany Last/ Transfiguration / Holy Common Sunday
03/03/2019
Psalm 99:1ff.
Exodus 34: 19-35
2Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9: 28-36,
Theme: The Transfiguration- what does it mean for….
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE @6:p.m. 03/06/2019
Psalm 51:1-17
Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17
2Corinthians 5: 20b-6:10
Matthew 6: 1-6
Theme: Showy Religion - Beware….
Lent - 1st Sunday - 03/10/2019 (DAY LIGHT SAVING)
Psalm 91: 1-2,9-16
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 9: 37-45
Theme: Prayer- an antidote for life’s challenges….
Lent- 2nd Sunday
03/17/2019
Psalm 27: 1ff.
Genesis 15: 1-12
17-18
Philippians 3: 17-4:1
Luke 9: 44-48
Theme: The Test of Greatness… how prepared are
you?
Lent – 3rd Sunday 03/24/2019
Psalm 63: 1-18
Isaiah 55; 1-19
1Corinthians 10: 1-9
Luke 9: 57-62
Theme: Being Christ’s Disciple- have you counted the
cost …?
Lent – 4th Sunday 03/31/2019 (UMCOR DAY)
Psalm 32: 1ff.
Joshua 5: 9-12
2Corinthians 5:13-21Luke 15: 1-3,
11-32
Theme: Lost, Dead, and Alive again…!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Morning Worship
Fellowship Time
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday
OFFICE CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Choir Rehearsal
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program

Sunday, March 3
FFRANC Breakfast
Wednesday, March 6
Ash Wednesday
Saturday, March 9
Controlling Community Violence
Thursday, March 14
First United Methodist Women Meeting
Sunday, March 31
All Church Potluck

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
6:00 pm
Noon

9:00 am
6:00 pm

Palm Sunday, April 14
Procession with Palms and Choir Program
During Worship
Tuesday April 16 thru Friday April 19 –
8:30 am – 12:00 pm
Sanctuary Open for Personal Reflection

9:00 am
11:00 am

Maundy Thursday, April 18 – 6:00 pm
Supper and Service of Holy Communion

11:00 am

Good Friday, April 19 – 12:00 pm
Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary
Easter Morning, April 21
8:30 am – Sonrise Service in the Social
Room
If you’d like something in the April newsletter
Please send your information in by
March 22nd
Send it to racine1umc@tds.net or give me a call
At (262) 633-7632
Thank you
The First Word is published monthly by First United
Methodist Church
745 Main Street, Racine, WI 53403
Phone: 262-633-7632
Email – racine1umc@tds.net or pastorfumcr@tds.net
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30 - noon
Pastor – Jakes S. Voker
Editor – Liza Michna

10:00 am – Morning Worship followed by
an Easter Egg Hunt for children in the
social room

United Methodist Women News
Our guest speaker at our March 14th meeting
will be the Director of the Bethany Apartments,
which provides housing and social help to
women and children leaving abusive
relationships. They are our neighbors in
downtown Racine.
A catered lunch will be served at noon. If
you are not on the calling list, reservations can
be made by calling Lenore Creuziger or the
church office by noon Tuesday March 12th.
Special Note: Prior to the lunch a brief meeting
will be held in the Reep Room at 11:00
a.m. We will discuss the project Bethany
Apartment would like us to partner with them.
Everyone is welcome to come for all or parts of this
program.

UPCOMING DATES
April 6 – Mission Action Day, Mauston UMC.
Theme: Racial inequality and trauma with
opiates.
April 27 – Annual Rummage Sale. Items can
be brought to the church at any time.
April 27-29 – Women’s Retreat at Lake
Lucerne Camp and Retreat Center. The cost is
$160.This includes 2 nights lodging, 5 meals, 3
workshops, group activities, materials and more.

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING FOR MARCH
will be our own Camp Scholarship Fund. For
many years First Church has paid 75% of the
registration fees to any member attending one of
our United Methodist Camps. Without this
generous offer many of our members and their
families would not be able to experience God in
the outdoors at Pine Lake and/or Lake Lucerne.
Your continued support of this mission is very
much appreciated. Simply put your loose change
(or more) in the small envelopes found in the
church pews and place it in the offering plate.
Anyone who registers for camp before March 31
will receive a free t-shirt!! And, just a reminder,
Grandparent/Grandchild Camp, led by Karen
Robotka and Carol Feest will take place July 710 at Lake Lucerne. Join us – you’ll be glad you
did! Camp brochures are available in the church
office.

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR MARCH
is Chunky soup. Bring your donations to
church any time and place them in the crates
near the entrances. All food collected is
distributed by the North Side Food Pantry.

July 22-25 -- Mission U at Hotel Mead in
Wisconsin Rapids

***Daylight Savings***
Sunday March 10th

A Message from Bishop Jung:
My beautiful Wisconsin people, I am greeting you following General Conference.
What a difficult process we experienced trying to find our way forward as The United Methodist Church! We knew this
would not be easy, but it was as hard as anyone might have imagined. We are a wounded church. We are a divided
church. We are a church in pain, and we are doing harm to each other. Very messy, and very hard. We worked hard for
four days – and I want you to know that your elected delegation represented you well. Be proud of them and be thankful to
them. They worked hard – but there were many difficult situations, and it became clear just how deeply our divisions go
within our church. And I would say we are evenly divided. Many of our votes were close; one even 50%-50%. Strong,
strong feelings on each side. This was a short time to try to resolve long and big problems. God was with us; the Holy
Spirit was with us, but we are in a very troubled and divided time. Take heart though – God is not finished with us yet!
It would be too easy to say we failed at General Conference. That is one way to look at it, and many people will. But
perhaps God revealed to us that we are not yet ready to make these big decisions that will forever change our church. Our
more conservative members who hold to a very clear and simple reading of scripture felt challenged and misunderstood, yet
a strong support for this position was evident. The concerns of our Central Conferences were voiced and challenged, yet
there was strength in this area as well. Our LGBTQI+ brothers and sisters felt judged, disrespected, and attacked, yet parts
of the community rallied around them with incredible love and compassion. What became painfully clear is that we are a
broken church, but with large segments of agreement within our disagreements.
Where we met an impasse is over the issue of who should stay and who should go, who will be The United Methodist
Church and who should have to leave. This is where we are stuck, and I believe our General Conference showed clearly we
are not in the right place to make this our only decision. With the exception of a small handful who only want to leave, the
vast majority of people are still proud to be United Methodist and they are not ready to destroy the faithful and sacramental
covenant that we share. While we may disagree over issues of human sexuality, we are still proud and protective of being
United Methodist, and we will not take action that will force anyone to give that up.
I cannot tell you I am happy with what happened at General Conference. I cannot tell you I think we did a good job. I
cannot tell you that I think we engaged in abject humility and obedience to God’s Holy Spirit. But what I can tell you is
that people of faith – laity and clergy, male and female, old and young, local and global, straight and gay – did the best job
they could to serve the church and the God they love. It shows again why we still need a Savior, why we all stand in the
need of prayer and God’s perfecting love and grace. There is great work to do ahead of us. I believe that we will move
forward together in Wisconsin as well as any group of Christians within our connectional church. I know this because I
know you are a people of love, with a heart for ministry and a passion for mission. I know we will work out our future
together in faith because I know we are good, beautiful people of mercy, compassion and justice. And I know we will
create a wonderful future together because the God who has not given up on us will not allow us to give up on one
another. Thanks be to God.
Here is my prayer for all of us:
Gracious God,
Forgive our inability to see new possibilities.
We seek to be faithful, and we seek to be a light in the world.
We are not perfect, and we are not able to fully be the people you need us to be.
But you continue to work in us, through us, for us, and between us.
Help us to serve you first.
Come Holy Spirit, transform us.
Come Holy Spirit, redeem us.
Come Holy Spirit, fill us.
Come Holy Spirit, forgive us.
Teach us to honor and glorify you in all that we do,
And heal our woundedness that we might be a strong and mighty witness to your love and grace in the world.
Amen.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

RUMMAGE SALE IN
THE WORKS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
MARCH!
2 – Sue Mills
6 – Amie Jean Feest
Nathan Michael
14 – Dawn Nejedly
15 – Scott Boehm
16 – Patti Walker
18 – Debby Ganaway
28 – Carol Christensen

USHER SCHEDULE
March 3
Roger & Betty Oakley
August Grulich
March 10
Jeff Fernholz
Ricky Castro
Jan Rosellini
March 17
Chuck & Jane Bragg
August Grulich

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
IN MARCH!
29 – Justin & Shannon
Hirth

March 24
Roger & Betty Oakley
Jeff Fernholz
March 31
Ricky Castro
Chuck & Jane Bragg
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your
assigned day, please
contact someone from the
usher list to substitute for
you. Thanks.

ALTAR FLOWERS IN
MARCH
3 – Jakes & Esther 39th
Anniversary
10 –
17 – Patti Walker
24 –
31- Teresa & August

Others, who might like to
serve the church in this
way, please contact the
church office.

Mark your calendars and
start collecting your
rummage!
The United Methodist
Women will host the
Rummage Sale Saturday
April 27th, in the church
social room. Books, toys,
linens, household items,
decorations, etc., will be
appreciated (no clothing,
please). We’ll then need
help in setting up on
Thursday and Friday of
that week. Watch for
additional details in the
weekly bulletins.
**All donations must be
received by Wednesday
April 24th
**

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer
request or praise
report please put them
on the yellow
attendance sheet, call
the office or email me.
We’ll keep them on
the Joys & Concerns
list for 3 weeks, if
you’d like it on longer
please state that or
you can request again.
Thank you

DISCERNMENT TEAM’S UPDATE:

02/27/2019

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ on behalf of the much talked about “Discernment Team!”
We are a six Member Team comprising two males and four feamles; with five members from Racine 1st and
one from Christ United Methodist Congregations respectively. The team’s membership is amzingly diverse!
The good news, we all have a common concern about the current ministry and mission and future of our
beloved Racine 1st United Methodist Congregation. It is no secret that our congregation has been in decline
mold for over ten years. We’ve tried several programs and activities with the hope of revising the down ward
trend, but with very little results.
Therefore, the six members Team have volunteered to prayerfully brainstorm a process that would simplify our
ministry /mission involvments to yield the desired fruits. There are three resources being used in the process:
1.God’s word and faithful prayers. The “Church’ belongs to Jesus Christ who invites us into partnership of
sharing the gospel and making disciples. Jesus said, “I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it!” (Matthew 16: 18). He is our key consultant!!
2nd . The Simple Church- Returning to God’s Process for making Disciples, authored by: Thom S. Rainer and
Eric Geiger. This reseach book has been and continues to be used by several denominations and congregations
of all sizes with amzing outcomes. This book presents four significant road maps that lead to a church
internationally simplying the process of making disciples: Clarity, Movement, Alignment and Focus. Our team
is discerning how we can possibly adopt and apply these four steps to the life of congregation’s efforts and
desires to grow both numerically and spiritually.
And the 3rd resource is “The Wesleyan’s quadrilateral” – As United Methodists, we never forget the use of
Scritpure, Tradition, Reason, and experience in determining a process that bring about a lasting impact in the
life our Church. Whether we know it or not, we each come and approach the discernment process at one point
or another from the view point of the Quadrilitra l.
Beginning December 18, 2018 to present, the team has met five times, each session lasting an hour and a half.
As the scripture says, “In all your ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths. (Proverbs 3:6).
We are prayerfully seeking God’s knowledge to direct His Ministry and Mission Paths for our congregation.
Following the dicernment process, the team will present it’s findings to the ad council for review and
subsequent actions.
We prayerfully invite each and all of you join us in this exercise on behalf of our congregation.
Thanks for all you are and do for the sake of your love of Jesus Christ through Racine 1st United Methodist
Church. To God be the glory.
In His service together,
Rev. Jakes Voker

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
745 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403-1211

First United Methodist Church
The Vision statement:
• To provide a community for people to experience God
and find inspiration for daily living.
The Mission statement:
• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through
Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others.
“A perfect church for imperfect people”

