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Dear Advent People,
Greetings in the name of the One whose glorious and triumphant arrival all believers
eagerly await! Advent Season reminds, invites and challenges us to heed the Prophet
John the Baptist’s exhortation: “Prepare the Way for the coming of the Lord, the Christ
Child!” (Matt. 3:3). It is a season that calls us to live life in both the present as well as
the future. While looking forward to the return of our Lord and Savior, we are equally
invited to exhibit Christ-like compassion and generosity in daily life.
Advent Season points us to Jesus’ parable of the “White Throne Judgment” commonly
known as the “Sheep and Goats” recorded in Matthew 25:31-45. In the story, the goats
and sheep seem to have had Advent moments as both watched and waited expectantly
for the fulfilment of their Master’s unfailing promised rewards. Indeed, the promise
came to pass, but with each receiving only their deserved rewards. The goats were
rewarded with seats on the Master’s left hand. This represents a reprimand for possibly
focusing on the “Self and the Divine” at the expense of being sensitive to needs of those
around them. The Sheep were also rewarded with sitting at the Master’s right hand
along with additional praises for exhibiting Christ attitudes such as catering to the needs
of those around them.
“CHRIST-MAS,” what an exciting day we all anticipate! The Question: How prepared
are……?
This season also calls upon us to celebrate the giving and receiving of gifts, to love and
be loved in the name of the Christ- Child, God’s greatest gift of love to each of us and
the world. Truly, ours is the God of unconditional love and care for the needs of all of
creations including humans.
Surprisingly, even with the abundance of God’s provisions, there are those who still live
on the margins of life as though there isn’t enough to go around. You will agree that
these are realities we witness daily as large number of homeless families roam the
streets and around church offices daily to beg for help with such unthinkable
sustenance as lunch, bus passes, prescriptions, driver license, birth certificate, etc.
Your Church, Racine First United Methodist, has been responding and will continue to
do so only with your continual prayers and generous gifts toward the “Pastor’s

Emergency Fund.” We say thanks a million, and may God continue to replenish your resources.
In view of the above, here are two opportunities for Christmas –giving: 1st- The annual “Christmas-gifts” that
support our congregation’s ministries and missional expenses. And 2nd the “Christmas Eve Offering.” As usual, this
extra-mile giving at Christmas Eve Service is designated for the “Pastor’s Emergency Fund.” I prayerfully encourage
our continual support for this fund that directly impact the life of either a needy person or a family that cannot
afford the basic necessities of life. Honestly, you and I may take some of those needs such as lunch, prescription
cost, gasoline etcetera for granted because we don’t necessarily have to worry about them; yet they are real issues
for someone! Remember, Jesus is our Guest of honor at Christmas, and he says, “...whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me!” (Matt.25: 40-NIV).
Finally, thank you all for being faithful partners in the Service of our Lord and Savior as we continue to the
extensions of His love, care and joy to those He brings along our path this season and beyond.
A blessed Christ-mass and a Joy-filled New Year,
Rev. Jakes

SCRIPTURES AND THEMES- 12/2018

Advent1st Sunday/Holy Communion Service
12/02/2018
Psalm 25: 1-10
Isaiah 7: 1-16
1Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 1: 26-56
Theme: Signs of Immanuel- how do you read?

Advent 4th Sunday / Children Christmas
Presentation…. 12/23/2018
Micah 5: 2-5a
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-55
Theme: Sign of Immanuel- PEACE in Sight

Advent 2nd Sunday
12/09/2018
Psalm 126: 1-3
Malachi 3: 1-4
Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 1: 57-80
Theme: Sign of the Immanuel- meet the “Forerunner!”

CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24/2018 at 6:00pm
Psalm 96: 1ff.
Titus 2: 11- 14
Luke 2: 1-20
Theme: TRADTIONAL CANDLE - LIGHT
SERVICE

Advent 3rd Sunday/ Choir Christmas Chorus and
Instrumental presentation 12/16/2018
Psalm 100: 1ff.
Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Isaiah 12: 2-6
Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3: 7-18
Theme: Chancel Choir’s Inspirational Christmas
Presentation

1st Sunday After Christmas
12/31/2018
Psalm 98:1ff
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Galatians 4: 1-7
John 1:1-14
Theme: God’s Love Made FLESH!!!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY &
ANNIVERSARIES
To all our “Birth Days,
anniversaries and other
milestones celebrants of this
blessed month of December
2018, we prayerfully wish you
all God’s richest blessings.
May God’s presence and power
continue to be upon you,
reassuring you and your
families God’s constant love
and grace now and many more
years to come through Jesus
Christ our Lord and Friend.
Amen!
Shalom!!
Rev. Jakes
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
5 - Fred Ganaway
6 - Kelson Meredith
Jakes Quaye
9 - Liza Reed
11 - Cody Baker
17 - Daelyn Toutant
19 - Ruth Rinehart
21 - Karen Robotka
22 - Samantha Baker
23 - Dylan Reed
24 – Trevor Magnuson
26 - Virginia Harnett
28 - Eric Reed
29 - Pete Feest Sr.
Grace Manchester
Tamara Burgos
ALTAR FLOWERS IN
DECEMBER
2–
9–
16 – Patti Walker
23 – Peg & Paul Nejedly
30Sign up for the lighting of the
Advent wreath candle & reading
The signup sheet is on the back
table. The dates needed are Dec 9,
16 and 23th.

FOOD BANK ITEM FOR
DECEMBER
will be Hamburger Helper. This
is just a suggestion – all nonperishable food products are
always welcome. The local food
banks are serving many, many
more families this year and your
donation of food is not only
greatly needed, but greatly
appreciated. Bring your items to
church anytime.
LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING
FOR DECEMBER
will benefit the local ARC
program. The Arc Advocates for
children and adults with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities by safeguarding their
rights, promoting independence
and inclusion in school &
community life. Simply place
your loose change, or more, in
the small brown envelope found
in the pew rack and place it in the
offering plate. Thank you for
your continued support of our
outreach ministry.
LET’S GIVE THEM A MERRY
CHRISTMAS!
Pastor Marino Chacon has asked
for our help in giving the children
of his congregation a Merry
Christmas. You will find the
names and ages of the children on
cards on the tree in the narthex.
Please take a card and purchase a
toy/gift for the child named
(about $15.00 so all are
somewhat equal), wrap the gift,
tape the card to the gift and
(this is the important part)
RETURN THE GIFT TO THE
CHURCH NO LATER THAN
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st .
Thank you for making someone’s
Christmas merry!!

USHER SCHEDULE
December 2
Roger & Betty Oakley
August Grulich
December 9
Ricky Castro
Jeff Fernholz
Jan Rosellini
December 16
Chuck & Jean Harmon
August Grulich
December 23
Roger & Betty Oakley
Jeff Fernholz
December 30
Chuck & Jane Brag
Ricky Castro
If you are unable to be a
greeter/usher on your assigned
day, please contact someone
from the usher list to substitute
for you. Thanks.

Amazon Smile
First United Methodist Church Racine has partnered with Amazon Smile to allow those of us who
choose to purchase items from Amazon to donate a percentage of the cost of the purchase price to
our church. If you use Amazon, we hope that you will choose to designate First United Methodist
Church as your charity of choice. The following link will allow you to designate First United
Methodist Church. https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0989786. Please share this link with family
and friends who would be willing to support our church through Amazon Smile.

United Methodist Women News
Meeting – December 13th
The catered lunch will be served at noon. Reservations can be made by calling Lenore Creuziger or the church
office by noon Tuesday December 11th. Patti Walker will lead a special program following the luncheon – come see
what she has created this year!
Prior to the lunch a brief meeting will be held in the Reep Room at 11:00 a.m. Items to be discussed include:
Election of officers, distribution of the poinsettias to our shut ins, forming a partnership with a local nonprofit group
and?
Everyone is welcome to come for all or parts of this program.

Calling all Interested actors and actresses
We’re looking for Adults and children who’d like to be in our Christmas program, “The Shepherds’ Amazing
Story.”
We’re looking for stars, sheep, angels, shepherds and a narrator.
Sign up and come have some fun!!
The program will be on Sunday December 23 during service.
If you have any questions please see Linda Tremelling or Carol Feest.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Each Sunday
Faith To Life Bible Study
Morning Worship
Fellowship Time
Keith Griffin Pokemon League
Casa de Dios Worship Service
Each Monday
OFFICE CLOSED
Casa de Dios Bible Study
Each Wednesday
Kiwanis Club Luncheon
Choir Rehearsal
Each Saturday
Sack Lunch Program
Saturday, December 1
Santa’s Breakfast
Sunday, December 2
FFRANK Breakfast
Tuesday, December 11
UMW Luncheon
Saturday, December 15
Controlling Community Violence
Sunday, December 16
Choir Concert
Saturday, December 23
Christmas Program
Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service
Sunday, December 30
All Church Pot Luck

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:15 am
1:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm
Noon
6:00 pm
Noon
9:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
6:00 pm
11:00 am
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Greetings South East District Clergy and Lay Leadership,
I greet you in the name of Jesus Christ who is our firm foundation in the midst of the challenges of life.
I am so pleased with the spirit, faith and hope within our leadership and congregations that I have been witnessing as I visit you
all during this charge conference season.
I relay to you an overall financial update for the Wisconsin Annual Conference and an invitation to prayer and action on behalf
of our critical mission congregations.
The financial summary, simply put, is this:
·
The good news is that apportionment receipts through October are above where they were in 2017. More good
news is that the actual dollars have increased through October by over $99,000 as compared to 2017. Thank you for
your giving and generosity toward full apportionment payment.
·
The difficult news is that the income projection on which the 2018 budget was based was overly optimistic. In
other words, an even higher percentage amount of apportionment receipts was placed on the revenue side of the
budgeting. The balanced budget was presented and passed at annual conference based on this overly optimistic
assumption.
·
Unfortunately the annual conference has budgeted optimistically for higher revenue over a period of years and
the result was that our cash reserves were drawn down in order to pay for the revenue shortfall.
·
A critical stage was reached in 2018 when our cash reserves fell to a level too low to make up the difference
between expenses and income.
·
To address this situation, the Council on Finance and Administration determined that a 10% across the board
reduction in budgeted expenses for 2018 was necessary. In addition the 2019 budget was dramatically reduced to
reflect lowered revenue expectations. As you may be aware, four (4) conference staff positions were cut to help
address the 10% budget cuts.
·
The more difficult and challenging news is that as we move toward year end, the necessary reductions have now
impacted our critical mission churches. November and December support payments have been withheld because of
lack of funds. These are ten (10) congregations in Wisconsin reaching particular communities that the WAC has
deemed critical and who need on-going support to be in ministry and mission in sensitive areas. These are critical
mission outposts. The impact of withholding support payments that have been promised/covenanted and granted back
in November of 2017 is the inability to compensate their appointed pastors.
·
In summary, we are doing well in terms of income in comparison to recent years!! Our apportionment income is
stable to increasing. Unfortunately the optimistic hope of dramatically increased apportionment revenue has not come
to fruition, so conference leaders are revising the way budgets are put together in the future.
·
It is my expectation that with a revision in the way income is projected, we will not be in this situation again
next year!!
Now the invitation. An additional $27,917 ($23,417 for the eight South East District Churches) is needed to fully fund the
Critical Mission grants for November and December. Please join me as an individual and/or as a congregation to raise $27,917
so that the most vulnerable of our congregations and pastors will not be further marginalized by our conference income
budgeting challenges. I personally commit $2,000 toward this goal.
I am so grateful that you and your congregations are already doing so much toward apportionment payment and other mission
work. Please do not feel bad if you are unable to assist financially with this particular appeal. Please pray that God will move
people who are able to give to the critical mission fund to support the November and December Critical Mission grants. The
congregations from the South East District that will benefit from our generosity are: Beloit: Henderson, Delevan Vida
Abundante, Kenosha Princepe de Paz, Milwaukee Church of the Good Hope, Milwaukee Luz a las Naciones, Milwaukee
Solomon Community Temple, and Waukesha El Buen Samaritano. Monona El Libertado and Neenah The Family Church are
the other two WAC Critical Mission congregations.
Please send your special gifts to the Wisconsin Annual Conference and direct them to Fund Number 8113 Critical Mission
Fund. (Treasurer’s Office 750 Windsor Sun Prairie, WI 53590).
May God Bless you richly!
Forrest R. Wells, district superintendent
In view of the above request, an anonymous donor has committed up to $1000.00 matching fund toward this need.
As you are moved to make a donation please make a check to: Racine First UMC.
Please write in the memo: SE District request. Thanks in advance for your generous heart!!
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The Vision statement:
• To provide a community for people to experience God
and find inspiration for daily living.
The Mission statement:
• To welcome and encourage all to live faithfully through
Jesus Christ in ways that impact them and others.
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